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Lord Mowntague of Bowgbton,a fruit- 
full increaſeof all heavenly graces; and - 
all watchfull preparation forthe glory 
that thali berevealed. 
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from cycry-heart-trucly found to our great Lord in 
Heaven, and His Royall Deputy our higheſtSove. 
raigne upon carth ,- a great deale of reverence and 
' love, ſay,though any of theſe ſeverally,might exaRt 

from me, a more.exaR &able demonſtration of the 

:. thankefulldevotions of my hearr:yer,my Lord,(and 

you may beleeve me ) there is another thing beſides 

al theſe, which was the ſtrongeſt,and moſt predomi- 

nant motive to quicken me to this Duty, and:Dedi- 

cation., even your fiacere and invincible affeion to 

the Goſpell of ſw Chrift, His faithfull Miniſters, 

and moſt precious Wayes. And this,totell you the 

truth; :is farrethe faireſt , and'moſt orient lower in 

the Garland of all your goodnefle, and incompara- 

bly aboveall-your greatneſle, were you advanced e-- 

ven to deſertznay,to the higheſt top of al earthly fe- 

licities,and martal honor. For howſoever the world: 

ever befide irfelfe- in poine of falvation,. and Rarke 

blind iu the rightapprehenſion of” Heavenly thiogs, 

_ doth doteupon guilded miſeries, ſtinging vanities, 

2 Hze juſorm gOlden fetters,and wickedly deemes * pwrſait of puri- 
Ro + #,tbercightof folly:yer I can afſute you in the Word 
foe ﬆ of life and truth;the richeſt, and rareſt confluence of 


Prins, peuirs All humane happineſles; the moſtexquiſite excellen- 
co #7. CYy and varicty: of the greateſt worldly pompe and 
_ ſplendour, that ever the Sun ſaw, fince the firſt mo- 
| mee of its creation,or ſhall look upon while it ſhines 

 _ _ in Heaven, is butduſt iathe ballance,. co one graine 
Rs eas. Of grace, itis but >dungroan humble mind, ſaving-- | 
woe facutze, ]y.j[lightned with a foreraſt; but of che leaſt glimpſe 
= digextw - Of tharincomprehenfible, endlefle glory whuch ſhall | 
$21.2 ſhorclyberevealed: Ic is all inthetrue valuation, bur” 
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_governmeatr, ſtrengthen all States, ſettle faſt all Im-: 


periall Crownes upon. Princes heads : That it is no: 
humorous conceit, bur a.matter of ſound confe+ 
quence, that all, either perſonall duties, or imploy- 
ments of State , are by ſo: muchthe better perfor- 
med,by how much the men are more religious, from 
whole abilitics the ſame proceed: That when Heaven 


| is madetoo much to ſtaope to Earth: Picty to Policy; 


Publike good,to private ends, there authority is imbir- 
tered, inferiors plagued, and too often, Lewand /u- 
ſliceturned into Wormewood and rapine.He truly inti- 
mates; what adeale of hurt is done, whae a-world of 
miſchiefe is many times wrought, inſenſibly and un- | 


'obſervedly;when a wicked wit,and wide conſcience - 


weld the ſword of authority. For ir is caſic,and ordi- 
naryfor a man.ſo mounted;by legal fleights;putting 
foule buſineſſes into faite language; 8& by a diſlembled 
pretence of deeper reach , to compaſle his owne 
ends ; either for promotion of iniquity, or oppreſſi« 
on of innocency : eſpccially,ſtth he knowes himlelfe 
backe with that Principle in policy : itis not ſafe to 
queſtion or reyerſe tranſaions of State ,, though 
tainted perhaps with ſome impreſſions of miſcarri- 
age and error : and that it is holden a Soleciſme in - 
State-wiſdome, and unſcemely, for private innocen- 
Cy. to conteſt roo buſily with paſſages of publike - 
Tribunals. Theſe things I chus difcourſe;and declare 


© unto your Lordſhip, to repreſent uato you the vani- 


4 of that honor; which is no direQly and fincetely 
{ubordinate to the honour of God :(at thebeſt, ils 
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Prov. 3-17+ 


_— A yet fiot _ to blow (0 _ = 

| Wodl t Ones, when bE- 
ing ddealy carried from hirr Rarely and ſumptu- 
ous dwellings; they ſhall be caſt into unquenchable 
flames.) To let you fee the excellency,and worth of 
ehofe happy wayes,, to which ie hath pleaſed the 
Lord of Heaven, out of his ſpeciall mercy, to bend 


the eye of your Noble minde: and that you may 
-know what it isalone hath had power, andrhe pre- 


roprive, (and hall for ever, in whomfoever takes 


. Gods part)ro make'you , both-more truefy honou- 
.rable in'your Selfe,, and more faithfully ſerviceable 


eo our King and State; bothro caſt a Diviner luſtre 


uponyour perfonall vertnes, and to-make your ma- 
. ping of pablike bufjneſſes «< many rimes:moſt un- 
worthily 


moos awry,by that foule fiend, Faction, 
partiality, and privare eads ) worthy, conſcionable 
and juſt, Bor which, every honeſt eye in our coun- 
trey that lookes upon you , bleſſeth you; and ſhall 
.mourn-moſt bitterly for your abſence from amongſt 
us, when you ſhall be glorioufly gathered to your 
Fathers. So letall thar truely love the Zord: /eſis, 
His blefſed Goſpel, and Servants , be 4s the Swwne, 


when hee goeth forth in his might , and at laſt full 


ſweetly ſer in the boundleſſe Ocean'of inmortall 
blifle, In theſe wayes of Life, my* Noble Lord, 
which - oem __ Trath it felfe, arc 
wWeJes are, weeteſt peace; it is the 
infinite defire of my 9 drife of chis Treatife 
I now offer into-your Honours hands, that you 
would flill advance forward , and doe more nobly 
Mill. That HOT * ” = 
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height of your excellent Vinderftanding toafurther, 
more full comprehenſion of the :UHyftery of 
Chriſt; which though it be a Sealed Booke ro the 
ſharpeſt light of the moſt piercing hamane wiſe- | 
dome; yet reveales to every truely humble, fpiri- 

tuall eye, the rich and Royall creaſures of all rrne 
ſweetneſſe,contentment and peace. Thar you would 
hold it your greateſt honour and happinefſe, as ir is © +>» > 
indeed, to growtill in freirfulneſſe in every good *Coldlrmr9.. _ 
Forke ; in > fervency of (pivit, in'© puritie, ind Hea- crlobg3../ 
wenly- mindedueſſe ;jin * preciſe walking cc. with fingu- colotr, © ** 
lar watchfulnefſe, and rhe more punQaaHl, and fre-© #P49"%.- 
quent ſearch and perufall of your ſpiritua}{ ſtate; —_ 
both becauſe the depehs and delufions of Saran are' 

moſt intricate and infinite: and becanſe Not iyany vo- 2 
ble, 6.3 Cor. 1.15. That ye wonld hold on inchar » 
valiantneſſe forthe Truth and all good cauſes; which' = 6 
ordinarily gathers vigour and paifanceproportio-. --YF 
nably re he fivelling fury of alt adverſary, cicher” "M 
mortall or infernal{ powers: Ever patiently pitfios' 

by with generous magnanimitie, and brave con- 

eempt, all the vile * raylings and contradictions of f lob 30.8.9. 
Satans Revellers, and Popiſh inſolency ; ( For &. 39006 
vainely to affe the acclamations, and applauſe of {annealed 8 
worthikefle men- .or:te be.dcjeted unmanlily with um ____ _ 
their. ugju(tacanfatians and anger ; are both equal- bus ad Dem E- 
ly ignoble, andmaſt unworthy a man of Honour, (atop nents: 


nobilitatis amit- * 
tit : aut quantus in Chriſtiano'populo honor Chriſti eſt, ubi religio ignobilem facit? Statim enim ut - © . $$ 
quis melior eſſe tentaverit, deterioris abjectione calcatur-, ac per hoc omnes quodammodo mali eſſe © 
coguntur, ne viles habeantur. Ita ſeculum totum iniquitatibus plenum eſt,ut aut mali fint,qui ſunt jn *- . 3 
illo,aut qui boni ſunr 3 mul:orum perſecatione crucientur. Si honorxtior uiſpiam rehgion " appli. — 
cuerit, illic6 honqratus eſſe defiſtit & fuerit ſplendidifimus fir we por. Si Fuerit totus hono. 5M 
a. ys yore ef quiſpum, quaſi walus ſperni:ur : Si eſt malus,quaſi bonus + + 2 
Tondratuf. Nitil ifaquemirum, fi de:e:i-:ra quotidie patimur, qui deceriores quotidie ſumus. Sabe *- 
v:44%, De-vero judicio & tfrovidewtia Det+ Lib. [ ag. 128,129. 
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reſolucion. Y ours ſhalbe the Crowne 
and comfort, when all Popery and prophanenefſe 
ſhall lye buried in theduſt, and dungeon of 'Hel?: 
Ina word, the thirſtic longing of my heart, and 
heartieft prayer ſhall ever be; That you may ſhine 
ory day,more and more gloriouſly inall perfopall 
ſanRitic, plantation of godlineſle in your owne Fa- 
mily, and where you have any thing to doe, and in 


laude, an holy zeale for ſetting forward the affaires of God, 


nat oysipary 04 T>- 
exfizan. Ciryſoft. 
3n £47. 6. Gen» 
Hom 33+ 


when,and whereſocver you have any power or Cal- 
ling. "That whea the laſt .period of your mortall a- 
bode in this Vale of teares, which drawes on apace, 
ſhall preſent-ir ſelfe: You may looke death-in the 
face without dread ; the grave without feare , the 
Lord Ieſus with comfort, and Zchowab blefied fore- 
ver, with everlaſting-Ioy. .Thus ler all the ſaving 
bleſſings of. our moſt bountifull Heavenly Father, 
through 7eſws Chriſt , by the Holy Ghoſt , Afievei 
fully aud for ever upon your Honourable Selte; and 
.Ull your ſweet and Noble Children, 


Tour Hononrs moſt truly in all 
ſervices for the ſalvation 
of Jour Ss oule, | 


Rovznr Borronc 
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ris iter : ſed jam prius implebar , quod beatus Moſes olim difQurus erat : Ne 6 OR ali WP "5 

Er quod mags admirabile mulros habebat imZ omnes, qui ad malum, & ad prava opera wh | 

& nullus erat,qui a4 booum induceret- Chry/- Home 22+in 6 6, Gen. b Fervente impicrars 

mam tabalam, ſecuta eft corruptio, de qua Moles in hoc cap- quod ſe pruniam palluguae, 

deinde orban terrarum repleyerune tyranpide,languine, & injuriise Lach. _ ED 
| B 7 Ln : alone, 3 Vo : 3 


eus Man, arid Preacher of Rightcouſneſle, ro whoſe Family reddebar a; 
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alone, the true worſhip of God was confinde , when all the 
world beſides lay drowned in Idolatry and Paganiſme,ready 
to be ſwallowed up into an univerſall grave of Waters, which 
was already fafhioned in the clouds by the .../ 4x were 
hand of the all-powerfull God, who was now ſo implacably, 
bur moſt juſtly provoked by thoſe rebellious and cruell gene- 
rations,that He would not ſuffer His Spiritto ſtrive any more 
withthem; but inexorably reſolved to open the windowes 
or flood-gates of heaven, giving extraordinary ſtrength of in- 
flnenceto the Stars, abundance to the Fountaines of the great 
deepes, commanding them to caſt out the whole treaſure, and 
heape of their waters; andtaking away the retentive power 
from the clouds , that they might powre downe immeaſura- 
bly, for the burying of all living creatures which breathed 
inthe ayre : Noah and his family excepted. From whence by 
the way, before I breake into my Text, take this Note, 

Dokr. The Servants of God are men of fingularitie: I 
meane ir nor 1n reſpe%t of any fantaſticalneſſe of opinion, fu- 
riouſneſſe of zeale, or turbulencie of faGtion, truely fo called : 
but in reſpe& of abſtinence from finne, puritic of heart, and ' 
holinefſe of life. of 

: Reaſons : I. Gods hol y Wordexadts andexpetts from all 
FR that are new-borne, and Heires of Heavens an excellencie a- 
Pie phora & bove ordinary, Prov.1 2.26. Mat.5.25.and 47. Being taken 
audivimus, Ele- forth as the precious from the vile, Terem. 15 .@ gy. by the power 
"meh aged of the Miniſtery, a= muſt not only goe beyond the higheſt 
| the exaCteſt morall Puritane amongſt 
j comm ak che moſt honeſt Heathens, Heb. 1 2, 14. but alſo exceed the 
& honores mundi righteouſteſſe, and all the outward religious conformities of 
foul & I the devouteſt Phariſees, whole ſufficiences, L#k. 18,11, 12. 
macores juſtiriz, many thouſands in theſe times come ſhort of, and. yet hope 
-—uhionors + to be ſaved: orthey can in no caſe enter. into the Kingdowe of 
ROUTE Boo hemine: efunducr quiles 2 Deo faQti ſunt ; vide quid Chviſtiani facere poſlunr, 
rum in melius per Chriſtum natura & vita inftrufta eſt, & qui divine egratiz juvantur auxilio. 
Auguſt. E pif.142. d Que non tormenta pariemur, quicum jubeamur juſtuia Luperare. Phariſavs, Gev-= 
gilibus res jaceamus ? Quemadmodum igitur, reſponde quzſo', videbimus regnum futu- 
rum? off. Hom. 18. incav. 5. Mat. As for theſe vertues that belong unto moral! righteouſneſſe, and _ 


honefty of life , we doe not mention them becauſe they are not proper ants Chrifiian men,as they are Chri- 
ftian, big doe vexevrue them as men, Hooker bb: 3. ten . Poliric. f nas they are Chri 


Heaves, 


on ot 


Py 


comfortable walking with God. 

Heaven. Bur leſt any bee proudly puft up with ſerice of this 
fingnlarity , and excellency aboyAis neighbourz tet hiny 
know, that humility is ever one of the faireſt flowers in the 
whole garland of his ſupernaturall and divine worth; -and 
that ſelfe-conceitedneſle would. impoylen even Angelicall 
perfeQion. , | 

2. They muſt upon neceſſity differ from a world of wic- 
ked menz by a fincere ſingularity of abſtinence from he , ,,,., 
© comrſe of this world; the * luſts of men : the * corruptions of f  yax.4. 2, 3 
the times; 5 familiarity with gracelefle companions; the JE Ie _—_ A 
b-worldlings language , prophane ſports: all wicked wayes tphet.5. 1x. 
of thriving, riſing, and growing greatin the world, &c. ' © ayers 


%, 

A z»- 
ALPS 
4 

_ . 


3. They make conſcience of thoſe dutics and divine com» how 
mands, which the greateſt part of men, even inthe noone Szxorum colle> | 
tide of the Goſpell, are ſo tarre from taking to heart, that 5. agcrmwr 
their hearts riſe againſt them : As, to bee hot in Religion, ita qui Veo per- 
Revel. 3.16. Tobe zealous of good workes, Ti.2. 14. TO ooorm negarr 
walke * preciſely, Epheſe 5.25. Tobe fervent in ſpirit, . Roms, tium nequaquam © | 
12.11. Toftrivetoenter in at the ſtraite gate; Lake I 3, 24. Craven pate. 
To plucke out their right eyes, that is, to abandon their bo= * aup@g. ' © 
ſome delights, Aatth.5 . 29. To make the Sabbath adelight, 
Iſai, 58.13. To Jovethe Brotherhood, x Per.2.19, With-an 
holy violence, to lay hold upen the Kingdome of Heaven, 
Matth, 11.12. | | HU S19 $905 
- 4. Experience, andexamples of all ages, from the creati- 
on downeward clearely proove the point At this time , as b_- 
you ſee the Saints of God were all harboured under one - +: 
roofe, and yet not all ſound there. Survey the ages after- ——— 
ward : the time of Abraham; who was as a brand taken out _ +14, 
of the fire of the Chaldeans : The time of Ekjah, when one RS 
appeared to that bleſſed man of God: The time of Z/aiah, 
who cryed, Chap. 53. 1. Who hath belecved our report'? The | .- 
time of Afanaſſeh, who built altars for all the Hoſt of Heaven, .. 
aw the two Comrts of the Howſe of the Lord : The time of Antio- b . 
chus, when he commanded the SanRuary, and holy people'to; 
bee polluted with Swines-fleſh, and uncleanebeafts to bee 
ſacrificed , the abomination i md to bee ſet up upon 

| 2 F- the 
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che Altar : That darkeſome time, when the glorious Day- 
Starre ; Chriſt Ieſus hiffſelfe, came down« from Heaven to 
enlighten the earth : The time of Antichriſt, when all the wor/d 
wondred after the Beaſt : Our times, wherein, of lixe parts 
of the earth, ſcarce one of the leaſt is Chriſtian. And what a 
deale of Chriſtendome is ſtill overgrowne with Popery, and 
other exorbitant diſtempers in point of Religion? And 
where the truth of Chritt is purely, and powerfully taught, 
how few give their names untoit? And of theſe whopro+ 
fefle, how many are falſe-hearted or meerely formall ? 

.$. Me'thinkes worldly wiſedome ſhould rather wonder 


- thatany one is wonne'unto Godzthen cry out,and complaine; 


Is it poſſible, there ſhould be ſo few ? Sith all the powers of 
darkneſſe, andevery divell in hell oppoſe might and maine 
the plantation of grace in any ſoule : fith they are moe ſnares 
upon earth, to keepe us (ti[] 1n the 1nviſible chaines of darke- 


neſſe and finne,,. then there are ftarres in heaven : fith every 


inch. , every licsle artery of our bodies, 'if it could, would 


- {well with hellifh venome to the bigneſſe of the greateſt Go- 


kah, the mightieft Giant, that it might make reliſtance to 
the ſanRifying worke ot the holy Ghoſt : fith our ſoules na- 
turally would rather dye, a2d put off their immortality and 
everlaſting being ,-thcenpur on'the Lord Ieſps : Ina word, 

ith the new creation of a man is holden a greater worke of 
wonder, then the creation of the world, 

6. Laſtly, let us ſer afidein any Country, City, Towne; 
Family : Firſt, all Atheiſts, Papiſts, and diſtempered exor- 
bitants from the bleſſed Truth of Do&rine taught in our 
Church : Secondly, all Whoremongers, Drunkards, Swea- 
rers, Lyars, i Revellers, Worldlings, Vſurers,and fellowes of 
fuch infamous ranke : Thirdly, all meerely civill men, who 
come ſhort of Cato, Fabricius , and other honeſt Heathens, 
and wanting holinefſe, ſhall never ſee the Lord, Heb.12.14, 
Foyrthly, all grofle Hypocrites, whoſe outſides are painted 
with ſuperficiall flouriſhes of helineſle and honefty, bur their 
tnward parts filled with rottenneſſe and luſt; whohave their 
hands in godly exerciſes, whentheir heartsare in hiell, Fifely, 
| all 
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all formall Hypocrites, -who are deluded' in point s 
tion, as were the fooliſh Virgins, and that proud 
Lake 1 8. 11. Sixthly, all finall back-ſliders, of which ſome 


turne ſenſuall Epicures, and plunge themſclves into worldly | £2 E 


pleaſares, with tarre more rage and greedineſſe, by reaſon of 
former reſtraint by a temporary profeſſion; others become 


ſcurrill deriders of the holy way z ſome; bloody goads in the 
fides of thoſe with whom they have formerly walked into 


the Houle of God, as friends. Seventhly, all unſound Pro» 

feflors for the preſent, of which you would little thinke, 

what-a number there's : I ſay, lettheſe and all other ftran- ©. 

gers tothe puritieand power of gedlinefle be ſet apart, and 

rg how many wtuec-hearted Natheneels wee axe like to 
0k 


" 


k New 


Vfes: 1. Try then the truthof thy fpirituall flateb this ae ne | 4 


marke of a ſober and fincere fingularitie. If thou Rill hol- © - ut. inter evo 


deſt correſpondence'with the world, and conformiric tothe grain we | 
Oowne : 


faſhions thereof 3' if ſtill thou ſwirgmeſt downe the current Nam quiquis «- 
. of the times, and ſhifteſt thy failesto the fitting of every 
Winde; if thine heart hanker fill after the taſteleſſs ooleries 


thou be carried with the ſwinge and ſway of the place where © 
thou liveſt , to uphold by a boiſterous combination, lewd= 
neſſe and vanity, to prophane the Lords Day , to:ſcorne Pro« + 
feſſion, oppoſe the Miniſtery, and walke inthe broad Ways 


In a word, if thou doeſt as the moſt! doez thou art utterly 15i tarbaw inf b 3 


undone for ever. Butif with mercifull violence thou bee = 
pulled out of the world, by the power of the Word, and 
pily weaned from the ſenfuall, inſenſible poiſon of all bitrer- 
ſweet pleaſures; and fellowſhip with untruittull workes of Sem.64: 


darkeneſſe z If by ſtanding on Gods fide, and hatred of aft "2 i 


falſe wayes, thou art become the Drunkard: ſong, as David: ' - 
"was, and a by-word amonglt the ſonnes of ' Behial; as was: | ©. 
Toby Tf the world lowre and looke ſowre upon thee for thy |. * © 
looking towards Heaven, and thy good-fellow companions ./ 
abandon Thee, as too preciſe z 1/thy life be not like other wene,  - 
and thy wayes of another faſtwon, as the Epicures of thoſe times © * 

= es, charged 


"> 
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*:3 4. <8 
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eries fall lm 
of good fellowſhip , and follow the multitude to. doe ill; if ESI: 


hap- fam yiam nts. 


Anguft. doTempe © 


y 
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= charged thexighteous man, when the booke of Wiſedome 

. was written; Ina word,if thou walkeſtin the narrow Way, 

* and be one of that little flogke',, which lives amanglit Polver, 

rake 10-3: andtherefore muſt needsbe little ; ſo that by all the Leopards, 

"- Lions, and Beares about thee, I meane all ſorts of unregene- 

_ rate men, thou arthunted for thy holineſle, as a Partridge 

_on the moungaines , at lea(t by the poyſon and perſecution of 

eons: Vilas then thouart certainly inthe hie way to 
ND. 11. - eat 2 > 0? 

2. If the Saintgof God bee men of ſingularitie, 1n the 

ſence I have ſaid; then away with thoſe baſe and: braineleſke 


Quare non faciz” Ny Further,to Noab it might have hin ſaid by che wretehes 
ju | fanjune-: 82 f tholes times, Art thou wiler then alhthe world? { H& our 
327 brian Of ths horghe vf this bepvicall refolucion, cafily endurediand 
| Jura ,, nt repellas digeſted The affronts and indignities -of . this kinde from 
br arr hoegl milfions of men.) Butrake thou theſe ſpitefull caunts, and 
apremit.,. urges. bmde them 1n the meane time , as a Crowne yato thee, and 
Fo ll Thi 
anorum ſuffocat 


. ” 
w> 3 


.e. Num nos, n 
£7 Hzac magna vntus fait. Nobisenim hotlie, impoſſibile efſe videtur ,? ur tunus ſe opponar tori orbi 


dentes & opprobantes > & lalibus gnceſlenres ;, at-juftusille non tantum decem & yigiati,, & cenrtum ho- 


content 
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content and'\undauntednefſle of ſpirit, towards that glorioug 
immortall Crowne above; and let thoſe miſcrable men,  ' 
whoſe eyes are hood-winkt by Satan, and ſo blinded with .-:.. ©. 
earthly duſt, that they cannot poſſibly difcerne the inviſible - *: 
excellencies and true nobleneſle of the negleed Saints fol» * 
low the folly of their worldly wiſedome, and ſway of the * 
a part, toendlefle woe ; and then give loſers leave to 
"IR Foy TT 

3. Letevery one, who in ſinceritie of heart ſeekes to be 
ſaved, ever hold it a ſpeeiall happineſle, and his higheſt honor, 

© to be ſingled out from the Vnuverſall peſtilert contagion of 2.7% Fg, 6 
common prophaneneſle,and the finfull courſes of the greateſt ;raiſ6,chough none 


partz. andto be cenſured as ſingular in that reſpe&. Neither #7 pair 44 


15 this a ſingular thing, that I now ſuggeſt ; bur'it hath beene man, with rhe 
the portion of the Saints in all ages, tobe trod upon with the vricauioroma 
feet of imperious contempt, as anumber of odde deſpiſed 54 wayer s = 
underlings, whereas indeed they are Gods Tewels,” and che <radly fn, rhengh 

onely excellent uponearth. Behold farch”7/Ala#;, Chap: B;+8. 3. nu; a 

7 aud the Children whom the Lord hath giver me ,' ave ff __ Ge 6. v8, 

and wonders in Iſrael, I am as a monſter nnto many , faith Da- Ho 

vid, P/al. 71.7. 1am inderifion dayly , every one mocketh mee, 

faith Jeremy , Chap. 20.7... We are wade, ſaith Paxl , a ſpeBtacle 

mute the world, and to. Angels, and to men, T (or. 4. 9. Wee are 

wade as the filth of the world, the off-ſcowring of all things, v. 13. 

In? Anſtins time, thoſe that made conſcience of their wayes, 5 St multi ma- 

durſt not plunge into the corruptions of the times , and play bryce : 

the good fellowes, were ſcornefully pointed at;not onely by %vi volueric bens 


Pagans, but even-by unreformed Profeſſors, Profefiors at brioks: Gre ® 


large, as we call them, as fellowes that affeRed a preciſeneſle ©dc, & inter for- 
ity above ordi dothets:' They would thus in- 2" a5, fs 
purity above ordinary and othets :' lhey would thus 1n- ee, & inter con- 
ſult and ſeoffingly fly in the face offuchan holy one ; Tow are fultatores Mabe. 
a great nan, ſure , youare' a juſt man, you are av Elias, Joh fncerines colors. 
a ns v3 ago lty i T1217 10 SHORT A5 ce ES 
Fare inrer ſpeRatores nugacium rheatronum noluerit+zre_niff ad ecclefiam',*patitur inſultores ipſes 
hriſtianos, '& patitur verba aſpera;& dicurit ; Tu maghys, & juſtus, tu es Helias,tu es Petrus, tu de 
calo yeniſti : inſultant quocunque ſe yerterir, audit hincatque inde verbum aſperum- Quod fi timer 
recedit a'via Chrifti Dei — Quando audit veibaaſpera,: tiftde fibi haber facere folarium, ut non curer 
verba aſpera,8c: , Dicat , Qualia verba audio, ſeryus peccator ? Deminus meus audivic , Damonives 
babes. dug in Fſaleghs,0 /ol | 
| B 4 are 
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| gi fimplex ali- aye 4 Peter, you come from Heaven, &-c. In 4 after-times, if a 

Mi Col- man were buc meerely civill, 5»genions, chaſte, remperate, hee 

ME tliquo vel was Wade a by-wordand laughing ſtocks to theſe about him, They 
conven, law wroſently 21d; Hee was proud, fingmar , beſide bimſelfe , Hy-" 
erin Fo pocrite, &6. Thus it was; 1s atthis time, and will be to the 
ſegerur,fabula, & yyorlds end, that every Rtigmaticall Whoremonger , beaſtly 
ies Drunkard, ignorant Lozell, ſcoffing //mae!, and Selfe-guilrie 
poues & fingu- wretch will have a bitter gird, a dry blow, as they ſay, a ſcur- 
aris, ava. Ill gibe, tothrow like the Mad-mans fire-brand 1nto the face 
| m3 appellarur- of Gods people, as though they were a company of odde 
—_— humorous fellowes, and a contemptible generation, This, I 
devenirent,ficum {ay , ever was, andever will be the worlds opinion of the 
modeſtis & bonis ,,,yes of God. The children of darkenefle ever harbour ſuch 
cvs Abſent conceits, and peremptorily paſle ſuch cenſures upon the chil- 


= —_— dren of light. 


zrakuncur , dum Itisftrange 1 Men are content to be ſingular inany thing, 
mlia incer fu%s {2ye jn the ſervice of God,and ſalvation of their ſoules. They 
_—_ _—_ deſire, and labour too , to be ſingularly rich, and the weal- 
yereatur. Nicel4- thieft ina Towne; to bee ſingularly proud, and in faſhion 
» de C5%q"; by them(elves; to be the ſtrongett in the company to powre 
ds vitis Miniſt- OY ; get PP 

Keel. apud- 124»: 11 ſtrong drinke, They would with all their hearts be in ho- 
& gerſonayT0-2* ur alone, and adored above others. They would dwell a- 
| lone, and nor ſuffer a poore mans houſe to bee within ſight. 
They affe&t ſingularity in wit, learning, wiſedome, valour, 

worldly reputation, and 1n all other earthly precedencies 

but they can by no meanes endure alonenefle, and fingulari- 

xy in zeale,and the Lords ſervice. In.matters of Religion,chey 
are reſolyed to doe as the moſt doe , though in ſo Cy 
certainly damne their owne ſoules, ar.7.14.Baſeſt coward- 

lineſſe, and fearefulnefſe fic for ſuch a doome ! Revel, 21.8. 

They are afraid of taking Gods part too much; of fighting 
too valiantly under the Colours of Chriſt; of being too bue 

fie about the ſalvation of their ſoules ; left they ſhould bee 

accounted too preciſe, fellowes of an odde humour, and 
_— of more grace then ordinary, It is one of Satans 

rea 


blood of infinite ſoules : To make men ambitious, and cove- 


mt CI 


tous. 


full depths, as wide as hell , and brimme-full with the 
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corrupt. | 
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tous of ſingularity in all other things : but in godlinefſe, and 
Gods ſervices; not to ſuffer it in themſelves, and to perſecute 
1 1n others, | | | 

Now in this Story of Noah, ſo highly honoured with fin- 
gularity of freedome, from the ſinfull contagion of thoſe deſ- 
perate times, and happily exempted from the moſt generall, 


q: JN and greateſt Iudgement upon the earth that ever the Sunne 


ſaw, an Vaiverſall drowning ; gloriouſly mounting up upon 


the wings of falyation and ſafety, both of ſoule and body, 
-— Whena world of Giant-like Rebels ſunke to the bottome of 
( 


that nevy Sea, as a ſtone, or lead, I conſider, | | 

I. The cauſe of ſuch a ſingular bleſſed preſervation;zwhich | 
was the free grace and fayour of God: But Noah found grade io 
in the eyes of the Lord, wer. 8. 


'2, Therenowne, and honour of Noahs name : in that he r Pereute mun- 
do, ery rr 


. Rands heere as the Father of the © new world, holy ſeed, 


and progenitors of Ieſus Chriſt: Theſe are the generations of incorrupta,ur nos 
3. The deſcription of Noahs : 1. Perſonall goodnefie : hominam + ſemi- 
2. Preſervation : 3. Poſtericy, Theſe two latter folloyy, == Amine 
His perſonall deſcription ſtands in the end of verſ. 9. Noah SIE 
was a juſt man, and perfett in his generations ,) and Noah walked © 
with God, Where we finde him honoured with three noble 
Attributes, which make up the charater of a compleate 
Chriſtian: 1. Honeſty, 2. Vprightnefſe. 3. Piety.- And. 
they receive much excellency and luftre from a circumſtance © _ 
of time: In his generations : \ which were many and mainely | Ly heron 
Without any further unfolding my Text coherence and pxum, perſona 
dependance upon either precedent or following parts, ( for na* ample 
Hiſtoricall paſſages are plainer, and doe notever exa&t the fuille dicirur, non 
length and labour of ſuch anexaR reſolution, as other Sctip- gn - 
tures doe, ) I colleR from the firft point, wherein I finde weraione cum 
Gods free grage to be the prime and principall cauſe of N (Ir aarrs Gnageway 


, oft cor= 
prefervation, this Note : ruptifſimie, i {> 


Dot. The free grace and favour of God is the firſt mover 399, corupritle 


and fountaine ofall our good, Conider for this purpoſe ſuch cap. 6, Gow 


places. 


go, & noyorum ' 


Generall direttions for a 


placesas theſe, lore. 31.3. Hoſ.14.4: Dent. 7.7,8. Rome. 9.17, 

12,13. 7oh.3.16. Toſ.24.2,3. Epheſc1.5. | 
And it muſt needs be ſo. For it 1s utterly impeſſible thax 

any finite cauſe, created power, or any thing out of himſclte, 

ſhould primarily moove and incline the eternall, immutable, | 

| increated, omnipotent will of God, The true originall and 
t Sieur Deo nihil Prime motive of .all gracious, bountifuli expreflions and 


_ © poreſt eſſe eauſa effyfjons of love upon His Ele&,is His iv# oucia, His mer mm be= 


we incipiat velle : 


ita & ip Deo ni. Peplacitum : The good pleaſure of His will. And therefore 
hil poreſt eſſe tor hold, that ele&ion to life is made upon foreſight of faith, 


magplodey cls good workes, the right uſe of free-will, or any created 


Kcur nibil poteſt Motive, is Not onely *falſe, and wicked z but alfoan igno- 
Sterof Du2 rant and abſurd Tenent, To ſay no moreyg this time, it robs 


Tem.z 1b. decon- God of his All-ſufficiency , making Him goe out of Him- 
ets ow ſelfe, looking to this or that in the creature, upon which 
Non-enim. Deus His wyll may bee determined to ele&t. -The Schoole-men 
=» png; 2 fr __ — a rotten generation of Diymes , yet. are 
adaiquid . agen. right in this. | & as 4.58,” 

cum; alioquis ip _ That diſtintion whichT learne from my * Maſter, in 
© + (rome his heavenly Sermons publiſhed ſince his death , doth leade: 
dependercr, quod yynto aright, and truely inlighten this MA of all our 
ho. - good. 1. Some attions of Gods love 4mto 6, laith hee, are ſo 
= 49+ in Chriſt, that they are wholly ſuſpended on Him, and his me- 
by om _ rits are the onely clgrnge- catſe of them: For example, F oy 
nulla eſt caula fi- p;v/ene (ſe of ſinwes, 15 an aftion of Gods love unto us , and yet this 
NN onr® wholly depends upon Chriſt , and his merits; ſo that hys preci-- 
edi; ſed criam oj Blood muſt either procure this mercy for us from.Gog, elſe. 
= grBace they will never bee forgiven; and this, and the like Joue- of. 
quod poſſi Deo God, #5 both 11 Chriſt , .and for Chriſt. 2. There are ſome '0- 
ele ratio ver! ther attions of Gods love , which ariſe meerely and onely ont of 
bouitas, Vaſquez; the abſolute will of God , without any concurrence of Chriſt me= 
v3. 9h, ne rite, As theeternall pmrpoſe of God, whereby Hee hath deter- 
® That weft wer- mmed ta chuſc ſome men to ſalvation; this ts. an atftion of Gods 
ry wiſe — love meerely riſing out of His abſolute will, without Chriſts 
of Ged. Ton merits. For Chriſt ts a AMediatonr , and all hi merits are the 
Randall, Sere 2- efEts of hs love, not the carſe of it. And yet this love , though 


con tone 3: Þ* it be not for Chrifh, et it in Chriſt, Eph, 3«11, According to. 


the 
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the eternall purpoſe, which hee wrought.in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord : that s., iu regard of the. execution - is z for even this. 
eternall purpoſe , > all the afiqns of Gods love , : which ariſe 
from his abſolute Will , are effeed , andbrought topaſſe in aud 
through Chriſt, ESE woes nd. 21.5 crepietr 112 Ber 
3. : Wee: make an eſtimate of the, abſolute , and infinite 
frankeneſle of this unconceiveable loye of God to his, which 
reacheth from. everlaſting to everlaſting, h + 609" YVPOR 
that goodly, faire, ſweet, amiable creature deſcribed,,, Ex45 
chiel 16, Inthe beginning of the Chapter, ſhee lies moſt fil» 
thy and foule, tumbling in her owne blood, pitzied by.no 
eye,abhorred ofall 5 which loathſomneſle ſhould rather have 
begordoaching, thea ove :: averſion and hate; thenaffeCtion, 
and liking : yet God, Humſelfe doth there profeſle , out. of 
a melting pang, .and overflowing APUndanee, of His free 
grace, that, that time was unto Him the time of love : : Hes 
Jpred his skirt over, her, and covered her nakedneſle,.; In F . 
t Ggds mio 


word: ;after ſhee. was dreſſed, and adorncd witty io * 
ealFull and mercifull hand, ſhee became a molt lavely thing ; 


Firſt, waſhed with water, cleanſed from. bloog., anointed 
with oyle;. thencloathed with broidered pearkey 1109 py | 
Badgers skinne, girded about with.fine hnnen,.covered wit! 
' Glke, decked with ornaments of filver and gold; with bracey 
lets up6n her hangs , 4 cbaine on her necke, a jewell on her 
forchead, earerings'in her eares, and a beautifull Crowne 
npon her head, fedde with: fine. flower, honey and. oyleg 
ſo that ſhee became exceeding, beautifull, and renowned 
through the whole World, ray ke perfect comelineſe ,.even 
mine ene contig e, hh 7 po PoE Mt oO Fs Led 
Yes: 1. Allpraiſe then is due unto Jehovah , the Author 
ef all our good, the Fountaine of all our blifſe , the Well- 
bf pring of. trtimortality and life whereby,we VG py moove, 


and haye our beeing, our naturall beibg,, - the beeing of pur 


outward ſtate; our gracious being, the everlaſtingneſſe of 
our glorious ſtate. Were the holieſt heart upon earth enlar- 
ged, tothe. yaft comprehenſion of this great Worlds m_ 
cies IF = I, 2.3 . TY Wi 6 a B8-= £ FT. Ee io * A 8 

| - * nel; © 
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nefſe; nay, made capable of all the glorious and magnificent 
Halletu-jahs , and hearty praiſes offered to Tehovab , both by 
all the Militant, *and Triumphant Church j yet would 1t 
come infinicely ſhort of ſufficiently magnifying , admiring, 
and adoring the inexplicable myſterie, and bottomleſle depth » 
of this free, independant mercy, and love of God, the Foun- 
eaine, and firſt Moover of all our good! Wee may and are 
bound, to blefle God for all the meanes, inftruments, and ſe- 
cond cauſes, whereby it pleaſeth ww er warned _ COn- 
ve things unto us : but we muſt reſt princ1 , with 
Rs ee of moſt humble and nienors peatfeful.. 
nefle, at the Weli-head of all our welfare, Ichovah,blefled for 
ever, Wereceivea great deale of comfort, and refreſhment 
from the Moone and Starres; but we muſt chiefly thanke the 
Sunne : from the greater Rivers alſo; but the maine Sea is 
the Fountaine, Angels, Minifters , and Men may pleaſure 
usz but Zehovah, is the principall. Let us then imitate thoſe 
Lights of Heaven, and Rivers of the Earth; doeall the good 
we can with thoſe good things God hath given ts by his in- 
ſtruments; and then refle@ backe towards,and returne all the 
glory and praiſe unto the Sunne of righteouſneſſe, and Sea 
of -our ſalvation. The beamgs of the Moone and Starres 
returne as farre backe to glorifie the face of the Sunne, which 
gave them their beautie, as they can Polhbly' untill they 
bee reflefted, or determine by neceflary expiration, the 
Surines ejaculatory power being finite : Let us ſemblably 
ever ſend backe'to Gods owne glorious Selfe , the hononr 
of all His gifts, by a fruitfull improvement of them, in 
ſetting forth his glory, 'and by continuall' fervent ejacula- 
w_ of praiſe, to the utmoſt poſſibilitie .of our gracious 
carts. | 

And hereI cannot hold , but muſt needs moſt juſtly com- 
plaine of the hatefull ,. intolerable unthankefulneſle of us in 
this Kingdome, the happieſt people under the Cope of Hea- 
ven, had we hearts enlarged to conceive aright of Gods ex- 
traordinary love , and ſuch miraculous mercies, as never Na- 
tion enjoyed | Walke over the World: Peruſe the whole 


face 
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- face of the Earth, from Eaſt to Weſt, from North to South, $ 
<4" . ſpeake not thus, 
which 1s above one and twenty thouſand miles about, both :; beget ſecurity, 
wayes; and from one ſide of Heaven to another; thou ſhalt pics « ready ro 
not finde ſuch another illightened Goſhey,as this Tland, where- þiz o rbo,kefut. 
1m we dwell. Of fixe parts of the Earth, five arenot Chriſti. »/, wherein, 2 
ans, and in Chriſtendome, what other part 1s ſo free from the As 
reigne of Popery , the rage of Schiſme, or the deſtroying :-U you nor bere, 


Sword? Or where beſides doth the Goſpel ſhine with ſuch pan agar 


our ſelves towards 


glory , truth and peace > Or in what nooke of the World 64, which « 
are there ſo many faithfull Soules, who cry unto God day ra gfggvarr + 
and night, againſt the abominations of the times; for the /2d Majeſtic 
preſervation of the Goſp:il; that Gods name may bee glo- j*«"7 *1/7f7o- 
riouſly hallowed, His Kingdome come, His will bz done in mf bewrifuly: 
every place, and themſelves ſerve him with truthof heart ? 

And yet we are too ready, if we have notthe heighth of our 

defires,and our wils to the ful,in ſtead of patience,teares,and 

prayers, which beſt become the Saints; to embitter all other 
bleſſings, and to diſcover moft horrible unthankfulneſſe of 
them, by repining,grumbling, and diſcontent; I am ſure, by 

not rejoycing ( as we ought ) « every good thing, which the Lord 

our God hath iven xnto #4; and by not improoving the ex- 
traordinarinefſe of his mercies, to our more glorious ſervice 

of Him, and more humbly and preciſely walking before 

Him. Give me leave therefore in ſhort, to revive and refreſh 

your memories, with repreſentation of ſome generall heads, 

onely of thoſe innumerable ſpeciall favours, with which 

Gods mercifull hand hath crowned this Kingdome , for the 

ſtirring up, andenlarging our hearts, to theentertainement. 

and exerciſe of this moſt neceſſary , and moſt negleed du- 

tie of praifing Jehova, And here, wee of this Nation may a 

great deale more juſtly, and rightly ſay, than the French 
Chronicler, in the Preface to his Story, That we have lived in 

a tine of Miracles : our Poſteritie will hardly beleeve the * 

wonders done 1n our dayes. Was 1t nota miraculous mer- 

cy , that ſuch a glorious noone-tide of the Goſpell , as-ywee 

have enjoyed all our life long, ſhould ſpring out of the dark- 
eſt mid-night of damned Popery , which unhappily ſeized 

. upon-. 
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upon the face of this Kingdome 1n the time of Queene X7a- 
: ry; eſpeciall watched extraordinarily , and moit ſtrongly 
guarded by all the policy of hell, and power of the Pope > 

that the. blood of thoſe blefled Martyrs ſhould bring torth 

ſince, ſuch a world of Gods ſincere worſhip, and ſo ma- 

ny thouſands of gracious Soules, who are already crowned 

with everlaſting blifſe ? That (ueene Elizaberh, that match- 

lefle Princeſſe, and Pearle of the World, ſhould in thoſe: 

fiery times bee preſerved in ſafety, as a ſweet harmeleſle 

\-Lambe, amidſt ſo many mercilefle Romiſh Wolves, who 

implacably thirſted for her precious life > Was it not a won- 

- der, that the ſacred hand of that ſelfe-ſame crowned blefled 

Lady , next under Gods Almighty One , ſhould in deſpight 

of all the Powers ef Darknefle, and Popiſhrage , raiſe our 
trueReligion, as it were by miracle from the dead, athing 

which the World ſo little hoped to ſee; that even they, 

which beheld it done , ſcarſly beleeved their owne ſenſes ar 

_ the firſt beholding 2 That afterward, the Silver line of her 
much-honoured life ſhould bee hid in the endlefle maze of 

Gods bottomlefle mercies, from the fierce aſſaults of fo ma- 

ny-Popiſh Buls, ſuch a prodigious variety of murderous com- 

+ The excellency plotments againſt her ſacred Perſon; and all thoſe deſperate 
4 - 0% mages Aſffins of Rome, who all her life long hunted full greedily 
Gefpet, * exre. after her Virgin blood ? * And was not our deliverance in 
ordinarily 17,70- Eighty eight a Miracle , when the Sea fought for us, and her 
Lathe proftrenct. proud waves enlarged themſelves to ſwallow up quicke their 
#nof 1har bleed prouder burden ? There was a day , as many of us may re- 
= |= 006 ie member , which the Papiſts called , The long-lookt-for Day 
many enemies , ſo the Day which ſhould pay for all: They meant the Day, 
2:62: ton when Queene Elizabeth ſhould dye, About which , their 
Peijors , Threar- falſe prophets were ſo confident and hopefull , that they ex- 
or, , - peGted upon the blood of that Day , to have built their Idola- 
Curſes, Excemrm- trous Babell againe : For they would needs foretell , that it 
ern 24, Would bee a blcody Day, Y By the wncertainty of the next 
of Helland Peje. Flere (ſaid one of them in the late Queenes dayes ) our Coun 
I aret%} mogt. ap trey #s inthe meſt dreadful , and deſperate caſe; in the greateſt 
144-176-6 185. Wiſcry, and moſt dangercu termes, that ever it was ſince » _ 
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fore the Conqueſt; and farre worſe then any Coutrey of Chri- 
fendome by the certainty of moſt bloody, crvill,and forrem warees : 
all our wealth and felicitie whatſoever , depenamg upon a few 
mamcertaine dayes of Yueene Elrzabeths life. Clouds of blood 
(faithz another) hang in the Aire, which at the death of = m—y __ 
Queene Elizabeth will diflolve, and raine downe upon Exg- RR — 
land, which then 1s expetted as a prey to the ambition of =tas, cujus ſepul- 
neighbour-Nations, I am fure,the falſe prophet ſpake to this che engine 
ſenſe. And what comes of all this ?- when the Day came , ne & naufragium 
God,, even wrought aamiracle of mercy for the comfort of — 
this Kingdome,and further confuſion of ſuch tellers,and fore- —Czterum inſu- 
tellers of lyes : * For the Sunne ſet, and no night followed : the ee lms. ol 


fame mercitull hand at the ſame time crowned Queene E /- Reipublicz mem- 


tam VAris - 


zabeth with immortall glory , and ſet the earthly Crowne of 2* =. 

this Kingdome upon King Jame-shis head , without ſheading moms, 
ſo much as onedrop of blood. And was it not a miraculous *peſtarum @ - 
mercy to have ſuch a King , after ſuch a Queene ? who hath carorun imbrium 
already , next under that mightie God, by whom Kings _— 
reigne,continued the Goſpell unto us, and preſerved us, fron ——_ EE 
the deſtroying Sword now full twenty yeares: And what doe bus deſpicieris- 
you thinke, were twenty yeares Peace, and the enjoyment of —_— 


the Goſpell, worth, were it to be bought ? - Who hath enno- glia in preadum 


bled this Kingdome for ever , by his-excellent Writings, in @5" DH ; 


the caufe of Religion againſt Antichriſt , which would have : rmiplici hominis 
ereated a great deale of honour to a private man , minding fo # ror 
nothing elſe : How 1iluſtrious then doe they make our King? micee. 

The childe unborne will bleſſe King /awes,for his premonit1- —— 
en to all the Princes, and free States of Chriftendome;z and la ſecura.. 
that Royall Remonſtrance , againſt the rotten, and peſtilenc 

Oration of the French Cardinall,to the utter,and triumphant 

overthrow of it ; penned in that tile, that none can poſſibly 

reach, buta learned King: his Golden pen hath given ſuch 

a blow to that beaſt of Rome, that he will never be able to 

ſtand upon. his foure legs againe : hee hath ſhot out of his 

Royall bow ſuch keene arrowes, taken out of the quiver of 


Gods Booke, which will hang in the ſides of that skarlet . 


» Whore, and make her lame as long as ſhee lives. Did hee noc 
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1,Cor. 4-7. 


ſcale as an Inſtrument of his hand,as it were,to teſtifie his in- 
vincible cleaving to the Truth, wh:ch he hath ſo excellently, 
and unanſwerably defended with his Pen, the ſame day hee 
gave the Noble Princeſle, a ſecond Elizabeth, to the Pala- 
tize? Hath he not moſt happily and ſeaſonably ſtopped the 
haſty torrent of the Arminian Se&t,and the domineering rage 
of bloody Nuels,&c? And was not the diſcovery and del1- 
verance from the Powder-plot, that great aftomiſhment of 
Men and Angels, one of the moſt unparalelled and mercifull - 
Miracles,that ever the Church of God taſted ? Is it not admi- 
rable in the eyes of all Chriſtendome, that the onely Daugh- 
terof our King , unworthily hunted up and downe like a 
Partridge in the Mountaines, ſhould with ſuch Heroicall 
height of Spirit pafle thorow ſo many inſuppoxtable dangers, 
difliculties,and indignities, impoſſible to be forced upon La- 
dies by generous ſpirits, and as impoſſible to be borne aud 


overcome, but by an-invincible ſpirit; and that Shee and all 


her Royall little Ones ſhould be ftill ſafe in the golden Cabi- 
net of Gods ſweeteſt providence ? And to crowne all with a 
wonder of greateſt aſtoniſhment , doe not we all,that are the 
Kings faithfulleft SubjeRts, almoſt feare ſill, leſt we be ina 
dreame, that Prince Charles, the Flowre of Chriſtendome, 
ſhould returne home ſo ! To ſay no more: Away then with 
all ſowre, melancholike, cauſcleſle, finfull diſcontent. And 
Praiſe ye the Lord ſing unto the Lord a new ſong, and his praiſe, 
in the congregation of the Saints. Let Iſrael rejoyce in kim that 
made him : let the children of Zion be joyfull in their King. For 
the Lord taketh pleaſure in his people : Hee will beantifie the 
meeke with ſalvation. Let the Saints be joyful in glory : let them 
ſing aloud upon their beds. Ina word, let us of this Hand, as we 
have juſt cauſe, aboye all the Nations of the earth,and above 
all Ages of theChurch, from the very firtt creation of it, praiſe 
Tchova molt heartily,infinitely, and for ever. . 

23. Never hitany inthe teeth with deformitie of body, 
dulneſſe of conceit, weakeneſle of wit, pooreneſſe in outward 
ſtate,baſeneſle of birth, &c, For who makes thee to differ from 
another? Either, ; 

; In 


comfortable walking with God. 


ture, wit, ſtrength, &c.See 1ob,10.10,11.P[al.139-I3514,16; 
In civill endowments,or any artificiall skil;untill it come. 
even unto matters of Husbandry : See 1/aiah 28. 26, 
In outward things, ſee P/al. 127. More particularly, in 
preferment, and promotion, ſee Pſal, 75.6, 7,.1n children, 
1 Sam.1.27. Pſal.127. 3. Ina goodiwife, ſee Prov.1 9.14: : 


In ſpirituall things,ſee Ezech.16.* Inany thing thou canſt * 1643-25. 


name. We are all tramed of the ſame mold,hewed out of the 


ſame Rocke, made, as it were, of the ſame cloth, the ſheaxes, Phil.:.29- 


as they ſay,onely going betweene; it 1s therefore onely; the 
free love and grace of God, which makesall the difference. 


Whereupon , it was an excellent ſpeech of the laſt French 7, :4e Aire 
King,as his Chronicler reports: When I was borne, there were = 


4 thouſandother ſoules more borne : what have 1 done unto God, 
more then they ? . It 1s his meere grace and wercy ,, which doth 
often bind me more unto his juſtice : for the. fazlts of great men 
fre never ſmall, "I 

Let none then, I ſay, over-looke, diſdaine, or brow-beate 
their brethren, by reaſon of any extraordinarineſle of gifts, 
eminency of parts, ſingularity of Gods ſpeciall favour, or 
indulgence towards him in any good thing , which he denies 
to others... Eſpecially, thy ſelfe being vouchſafed the mercy 
of converſion z never infolently and imperiouſly inſult over 
thoſe poore ſoules, who are beſide themſelves in matter of 
ſalvation, who like miſerable drudges, damne themſelves in 
the Divels, {lavery , and ſuffer their corrupt nature to carry 
them to any villany, luſt, or lewd courſe. Alas ! our hearts 
ſhould bleed within us, to behold ſo many about us, to im- 
brew their cruell hands in the blood of their owne ſoules, by 
their ignorance, worldlinefſe, drunkenneffe, Juſt, lying, ſcof- 
fing at profeſſion, hating to be reformed, &c. What heart 
except it be hewed out of the hardeſt rocke, or bath ſuckt 
the breſts of mercilefle Tygers, but would yerne, and weepe, 
to ſee a man made of the ſame mold with himſelfe, wilfully, 
asSI1t were, againſt the Miniſtery of the Word: a thoutaud 
warnings, and Gods many Las 1nvitations; td caſt 


himfelte 


In carnall gifts, as comelineſſe of body,beauty;feature;ſta= 


ard death- 
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himſelfe body and ſoule into the endleſlſe, caſeleſſe, and reme- 
dilefle miſeries of Hell? And the rather ſhould we pitty, and 
pray for ſach an one, who followes the ſwinge of his owae 
heart, tohis owne everlaſting perdition, becauſe, as I faid 
before,there went but the ſheares between the matter where- 
of we were-all made; onely the free mercy , goodnefle and 
grace .of God makes:the difference. If hee'ſhould give us 0- 
ver to the unbridled currentof our corrupt nature, we might 
be as bad, and runriot into a-world of wickedneſk, as well as 
he; if the ſame God vilit him in merey; he might become e= 
very way as good orbetter,then we. 

3. If the free love of God, beethe fonuntaine of all ous 
good; away then'with that fained fore-ſight of faith, right 
uſe of free-will, good workes, which ſhould moye God to 
ele& before all -eternitie; and that Luciferian ſelfe-conceit 
of preſent merit, x fit monſtrous brood of that beaft of Rome; 
who oppoſeth and exalteth him/elfe above all that ts called God: 
For workes meritorious fore-ſeene , are equally oppoſite to 
Grace, as workes meritorious really exiſting. Here you muſt 
call to minde thoſe eight conſiderations, which I oppoſed a- 
gainſt that wicked'Tenent of Merit, which doth juſtly meric 
never to taſte of Gods free mercy. caps 

From the ſecond point in theſe -words : Theſe are the ge- 
»erations of Noah) whereas the fame and memoriall of all the 
Families upon Earth beſides, lay buried and rotting: in the 
gulfe of everlaſting oblivion;as their bodies in the uvjverſall 
grave of Waters; the family of- Noah, a righteous and holy 
man, is not onely preſerved in ſafety from the generall Des 
luge;but his generations regiſtred and renowned in the Booke 
of God, and conveyed along towards the Lord Ieſus, as his 

Progenitors. and precedent Royall Line; . I obſerve -this 
ont : - Ts STS 
A De. Perſonall goodnefle is a' good meanes to bring ſafe- 
ty, honour, and many comfortable bleſſings upon poſteritie : - 
ſee-Dent.5.29. Exod.20,6. Pſal. 37.26, Prov.20,7.and IT; 
21. P/al.112.1,2. Aft.2.39. = 
Reaſon, I. Parents profeſſing Religion-in'trutlt, make - 
| SE | conſcience. - 


_—_—— 
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conſcience of praying for their children, before they have 
them , as did ® 7/aac, Þ Hannah : When they are quicke in 
the wombe, as did < Rebeckah : When they are borne, as did 
dZachariah : Tn the whole courſe of their life, as did © 7ob : 
Ac their death, as did*f Iſaac. And prayers wee know , are 
for the purchaſing of all fayours at the hands of God, either 
for our ſelves, or others, the moſt undoubted ſoveraigne 
meanes we can poſſibly uſe. . > 

2. Godly Parents doe infinitely more deſire to ſee the 
true feare of- God plantedn their childrens hearts, then, if it 
were poſſible, the imperiall Diadem of the whole Earth fer 
upon their heads, And therefore their principall care 1s, and 
the Crowne of their greateſt joy ſhould 
ple, religious education, daily 1nftruQion, loving admoniti- 
Ons, Galable reproofes , reſtraint from wicked company, 
the eorruptions of the times, &c. by all deareſt meanes, and 
utmoſt endeayours, to leave them gracious, when they goe 
outofthis world. And Gatlaey, faith Pax; bath the promiſe 
of the life that now is, and of that which. to come. It gives 
right and full intereſt to all the true honour , bleſſings and 
comforts which are to be hadin Heaven, or in Earth. 


.3. Children are ordinarily apt, out ofa kindly 1nſtint of 
naturall lovingneſſe, from matly and ftrongeſt motives, to -. 
imitate, and follow their Parents, either in baſeneſſe, or bet= _ 


ter carriage, to heaven, or hell. 

4. A Father that truely feares God, dare not for his heart 
heape up riches, or purchaſe high roomes for his children, by 
wrong-doing, or any wicked wayesof getting; whereupon, 


both he and his, fare farre the better, and happily decline the 


flaming edge of thoſe many fearefull curſes denounced in 
Gods Booke,againſt all unconſcionable dealers. Such as that, 
Eccleſiaſt. 5.13, 14. There ts a ſore evill which I have ſcene un- 
der the Sunne, namely, riches kept for the owners _— to thei 
burt. . But theſe riches periſh by evil travel , and hee begetteth « 
ſonne , andthere 1s nothing in his band. And Habac. 2. 9, 16. 
Woe to him that coveteth an evill covetonſneſſe to his houſe , 
that hee may ſet his neſt on high, that hee may bee delivered 

wp 7 : from 


bee, by good exam- * 


aGen.25-21, 
b I Sam-1.10, 
Cc Gen. 35- 22. 
d Luk. Ts. 64. 
e Iob 1. 5s 
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from the power of evill. Thou haſt conſulted ſhame to thy houſe, 
by cutting of many people, and haſt ſinned againſt thy ſoule. 
-i-Yfes: nt. Wouldeſt thou then have thy little babes thou 
loveſt ſo dearely, blefiedupon earth, truely noble, Gods fa- 
yourites, meete thee in Heaven ? Be holy thy Selfe. Men 
are very carefull and curious to have their ſeed-corne, and 
breed of cattell. choiſe;, - and generous; and will they not 
endeavour to nurture , manage, and conduct the immortall 
ſoules of their children with grace, by godly education, te 
the higheſt advancement,of which'thoſe noble natures are ca- 
pable;everlaſting bliſſe, fruition of all heavenly joyes, world 
without end2- es" 2B h 
2. This may alſo ſeryetoreproove, and corre thoſe co. 
yetous Bedlams, that' labour more to have their children 
great; than good; rich, than religious. It is a madnefle of 
that kinde, which wanteth termes to expreſle it : That a Man 
ſhould goe to Hell himfelfe;, and fit his children to follow 
him, in ſeeking to eſtabliſh his houſe, and raiſe his poſteritie, 
by Sacriledge, Stmony, Bribery, Vſury, Oppreſſion, Depo- 
 palation, orany other courſe of cruelty, and wrong. For fo 
8. Qanamg = they lay their 5 foundation in fire-worke, which is able to 
© rae? -— Pan. DIOW up themſelves and their poſterity, body and ſoule, roote 
pertas inquis hoc and branch. + STHOTS 4 
tacit inoplalt . 3. Let this fill the heart of* the dying Chriſtian wich 
EI_—_ non ſyeeteſt peace, For whereas the bloody knife of prophane 
eve Nam ta, Mens unconſcionable and cruell negligence in training y 
les diviciz incerrz their children religiouſly, doth ſtick tull deepe intheir ſoules; 
5Y i, and leaving this life, they. bequeathrunto them the curſe of 
non aliter tacis > God ,' together with their 111 gotten goods: . hee happi- 
= —__ it Iy finds his conſcience, by reaſon of his former thirſty de» 
ohate, reſpondeat, Propter frigoris, ac pluviz metum. At ob idipſutn non debebat fund), 
mentum in arenam locari. Nam ia, ventus, ac nimbimox illu1 ſubvertune., Itaque . fi diteſcere voles, 


eminem circumvenias- $i hberis tuis voles divitias tradere , juſtas acquire. Mz quippe manentr, ac 
firme perſiſtunt. Quz verd tales non ſunt, confeſtim' pereuntzac corfuinpantur. — $j vero omnins 
diteſcere cupis,(res enim iſta neceſſaria non elt) quibus randem divitiis magis frui voles ? An vice longi. 


o11s ? Arqru ex rapto diteſcunt , modico plerumque rempore durant. Nam ſzpenumero rapinz & im- 
polturz penas dane, mortem videlicer immaturam, idque ita,urt poſſeſſis , 'nifi brevi- moment frui nou 
licer, & abeuntes Gehennam ſortiautur. Fir yero & hoc (zpe;ur ex delitiis, laboribus & eutis #gritu- 


lire 


"1 
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fire and fincere endeavour to doe his children good ſpiritual- 
ly, freed from the horrour of ſuch blood-guiltinefle, and 
leaves them to that comfortable outyyard eſtate, which no in- 
jury or ufury hath impoyſoned ; 'and to:that,never-failing 
providence of our heavenly Father., which then is wont to 
worke moſt graciouſly , and bountifully for us, when wee 
renouncing the arme of fleſh, the favour of man, riches of 
1n1quitie, and all ſuch broken ſtaves of reede , depend moſt 
upon it. If we will-needs be our owne carvers for things of 
this life, either by right or wrong, fraud or faire dealing, all 
1s one, ſothat we may thrive and grow greatinthe world 
then are we juſtly caſt off from all mercifull care over us, and 
expoſed to ruine and curſe. :But if we reſt iſincerely for our 
felves and ours upon the all-powerfull: providence, it will 
never faile , nor forlake us, but ever exerciſe ;'and improove 
its ſweerneſle and wiſedome, for our true and everlaſting 
ood, HORSE: 
y In thethird Point, a deſcription of Noahs ſpirltuall tate, | 
-Which is/the compleat Character of a true Chriſtian g 'con- h p34%y ſonar 
fiſting of three Attributes ; 1. b Iuſtneſſe, 2, i Sinceritie, virum probum;”* 
3. Picty. I colle& from the firſt this note : BR — . 
Dot. Every truly religious Man,' 1s alſo a righteous, and delicer ac jufti 
true-dealing man. From the ſecond, this ;. 3 (Gt: TIT Bn figni- 
F - DoB&. Sinceritie is the finew, arid Touch-ſtone of. true car hominem - 


Chriſtianitie. s COOL ng | —— - 
But theſe ewo, I have ſo often preſſed inthe courſe of my fncerum , noa 
Miniftery, thatI will paſſe by them at this time. e—_— 


Looke what kinde of honeſty to men. that is, which is prehenditur, fed 
not accompanied with Religion towards God; the fame is _ -= mam 
that Religion towards God, which is not attended with ho- $ conn. © 
neſtie to men. Yynhoneſt religion, irreligicus honeſty , unſin- _ Y 
cererelipion and honeſty , are all 1n one predicament, as they pies Ld _ 
ſay, and all out of the right path. If thou have reſpe& one- nets imerpres 


ly to the Commandements of the' firſt Table, and outward =» fed inte- 


in hunc locum, BIN Somerimes i the ſame thar,non Fraudulentus conſiliis,non'varius, ſed fimplex, 2- 
pud Pagn. 139 [5 non perfeRtionema abſolutz anQiraris, ſed-finceriratem cordis & pieratis fignificar® 
quam folam Deus a nobis nunc cxigit ; ficut dicitur, 1 Tim.1. 5. Finis mandati eſt,8c. Per. 

: C 3 performance, 


© Ter, quam ftrenu- . 
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performance of religious ſervices; but neglect duties of the 
ſecond, andconſcionable carriage tothy brethrenz Thou art 
but a Phaivſc- and formall:P3ofeſlour : :If thop dealeſt juſtly 
-wiath thy neighbour; land yet be a:ftranger to the myitery of 
godlineſte;canitnot pray, ſanfifie the Lords Nay, ſubmit to 
afincere and ſcarching Miniſtery, &c. ' which the firſt Table 
enjoynes; "Thou art but a-meere civill man :. If thou put on 
a ttouriſh; andeautward face oneiyyiofobedience and confor- 
mite to both ;2and-yetberrue-htatted in'neither, as did the 
Phariſces, Aarth.23.14: 2:3. thouart but'a groſſe Hypocrite, 
Beare thy ſelfe holily towards 'God; honeitly towards Man, 
and true-heartedly towards both, :orithou:art no Body in 
,Chriſts Kingdonie; but ſtill an the gall of bitrerneſle; - and 
Fph.4-24 : bond of iniquitie;; Put onrighreorfueſſe, and-traciholineſſe in 
this life, or thou ſhaltnever put on'a Crowne of. glory inthe 
life tocome.-+ -- EE CER NEROA | 
ed In Hu generations ] which were many , and mainely cor- 
& Non 2 verig. OP+1Tnthar theri/ Noah ſtood. out, and flucke.unta. God 
milicuGirie' ab. - thOrEw 10 many K apes:;32 andagainitſol.ynicked a world; we 
Lorrer ezatie dix- Nay Jearre..- eFtraregh och oF _ + * 29 He 3 4 3h. 
Bs —— Def. That conſtancie is eyer an inſeparable Attendant 
melius exprime- upon true Chriftianirie, But becauſe a double conſtancie 1s 
as, % invies beereimplyed : 1:-One in reſpe&t:of continuance of time : 
athlera fucri. | 24; Anotherin refpe@ of oppoſition to the corruptions of the 
nee Pam age times; I may obſerve two points. | 
rung, Calv. incap. '* DoF, 1, Grace once truely rooted inthe heart, can never 
1 $092." 64z be remooved, See forthis purpoſe, Rowr.1 1.29, Matth.24.24. 
eonſtantiz exem- 1 Joh. 2, 1.9.27. John. 10. 28. Rem. 8, 35, Luke 22, 32« 
pum wodwndi} 2.Gor. 1.2:1 432; Epheſe:4: 30, &G,- | | eva 


- 


que ſcelerum fo:- 


ore circumdatus, | Reaſons may be taken, from ELIEIC ot 
4 5 em'in- . 1, Thedearenefle, ſtrength, conſtancie, inviolableneſſe of 


zraxir, 7bis, =. God the Fathers love unto His Children. Tt is dearer thena 
| Mothers,to her ſweeteſt Babe, 7/a. 49.15 ; It;is firgnger then 
the mountaines',; Eſa. 54.10; It is as conftant as the courſes 
of the Sunue, and Moone, and Starres, of the day and of the might, 
Ter.31.35,36.and 3 3.20, 21, Itis as ſure, ax God Himlſelfe, 
i EB" = + vo : A I Tas 


4 


Em 
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2. Chriſts triumphant, ſeſſi&e4 and interceflion at His Fa-' 
thers right hand; -Which-may#orever; Wirh ſweeteſtþeace, 
and freedome from flaviſh trembling,aflure us of our rooted- 
nefſ: in Chriſt, conſtancie 1n grace; -and everlaſting abode 
with him in the other- World, Hee'that will rent us from 
Chriſts myfticall:Body, being onee implanted into Him by a 
lively frunctull Faith ahdblefledly knit unto Him by His Spi- 
rit, as fait as the finewes of His precious: Body are knit unto 
His bones, His fleſh to his finewes, and His skin to His fleſh ; 
muſt pull Him out of Heaven, - and remoove Him from the 
right hand of His Father. What ſo furious or imfernall pow- 
er can or dare lay a finget on'usin this kitide 1 He bath taken 
the poiſoning power out of every thing, that ſhould hurt us, 
or hale us backe to hell. He hath conquered, captivated, car- 
ried in triumph, and chained up for ever al'the etemies'of. 


our ſoules, andenviers of our faltvation/ "They jay pxebcile| 
Toe bb 


us in the meanetime for our g60d#! bit they 


able to execute cheir malicious wils; orany mortalt hurt up- 
fo #820. EN $i 


"TILES. 
d . 


on us, either heere, or-m the nexr life:” 


IT. 23. © ard & - 52s £4 2 
F. The certaintie and ſweetneſſe of promiſes to this pur-' 


I5. Pſal.8g.z31, &c | ES HP  B 
6. The forceand mightof Faith,'? Pet. I. 2,3,4,5, 


Jo. Lhe efficacieof-Chrits Prayer; Lak. 2 N 22. FA bn | 79. 
erg Off) FRIGNt 5 E0TTE 4.1 


Is, 20; Rom. 8.34. E's : 


8. Thedurable vigour of faving graces.” 1ob, 4. I 4. Rows: 


10.29, {£12 : 
-9: The inabilicie, nay; impoſſibilirie of 
vares to placke ouvof -Gods hand ; Tohs” 


—_ Fa, i of 
Al caufes, or Crea- : 
- VC AI ED dt < 
0, 29, or todraw 
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any of Histo atotall or finall falling away. | 
I. Itisnot.ths Divell himſelfe can doeit,. 1 Jobs 5* 
18, | 


2. Itis not the world, 1 /ohn5.4. John 16. 33, 

3. Itis not the concurrent fury , and united forces of 
_.. - allthepowersofdarkeneſle, CAlarrh. 16.18. 

4. It is not fine, 2:Sam. 7.14,15. Pſal. 89,31,8c. 

5. Ir is not weakeneſſe of Faith, and other graces,. 

Matth. 12. 290, Eſa. 41. 3. 

6. It is not the. impoſture of falſe prophets ,, arrh. 
©: Sc 1 | | 
.. 7, It 1s nocreature, or created power , Rom. 8. 38, 


Fes : "This Point thus confirmed, doth-confound that 
forlorne Tenentof the. Popiſh DoQors, which tels us that a 
juſtified and ſanftified Man may fall finally and totally from 
grace, In which 1; have heretofore upon other. occation in 


your hearing ,_punQtually refuted thoſe which I conceived - 


Bellarmines beſt Arguments. I will not then trouble you now 
with his Sophiſtry againe. - | | | 
' 2. This ſweet and preczous Truth may crowne the hearts: 
of all thoſe that are.truly, Chriſts, with:joy uaſpeakeable and: 
glorious, Let new Converts and Babes in Chrift,. who are 
wont to bee very fearefull. and much troubled, leſt they 
ſhould not -hold out ,-becauſe upon their firſt: entrance into 
the wayes of Chriſtianitie, they are cuaningly and concur< 
rently encountred with ſo many oppofitions : From the Di. 
vell, which then rageth extraocdinatily:. From the World, 
which then. tendereth moe and mere alluring baites : From- 
the Fleſh, which naturally is very impatient of any ſpirituall 
ſnaffle : From carnall-Friends, . who cannot endure their for- 
wardneſle : From their old Companjons, who cry out, They 
are turning Puritanes : From the Times , which lowre and 
looke ſowre upon. their zeale :. Sometimes: from the Father 
which begat them; from the Mother which gave them ſucke - 
from the Wife whish lies 1n their boſome; from a world of 
enemies to grace :-I fay,:in ſuch a caſe letthem graſpe io'the: 
armes 


\ 


UM 


— 
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armes of their Faith, the proofes andpromiſes in the preſenc 

Point and:ride on, becanſe of the Word of 'Truth. ' Let them 

ſweetly, with fall aſſurance, and unconquerable refolution, 

repoſe upon that everlaſting encouragement, for the finiſhing 

of their firieqall building, which Zer»wbbabel received from 

the mouth of God Himſclfe, for ſucceſle of the materiall, and 

Type of this.: Not by might and power, but by my Spirit , ſaith Zecb.4-67- 

the Lord of Hofts. Who art thou, O great monntaine ? before 

Zerubbabel thou foalt become a plaine , and hee ſhall bring foorth 
the head ſtone thereof with ſhomtings , crying , Grace, grace un« 
z0 it. 

Andthat they may more comfortably and conſtantly goe 
©n, let them caſt their eyes betime upon theſe and the ike 
cautions, at their very firſt gtving their names unto Chriſt. 
I. Propoſe ſuch interrogatories as theſe to thine owne 

heart: Artthoucontent to abandon thy boſome ſinne;. the* 
ſenſuall froth of former mpleaſures , hereafter to delight in m Delicatus es, 
God, asthy chicfeſt joy ? Canſt thou take up thy croflc , and > tn Ci 
follow Chriſt His Truth and-holy tracke, amidft the many taem concupiſ- 
by-paths that-leade to hell , and different opinions of multt- © ammo mime 
tudes of men 2? Art thou willing to ſuffer adverſitie;diſgrace, exittimas volup- 
and diſcountenance with the righteous, and contemned god- on " A 
ly Ones > Canſtthou endure to have things laid unto thy-* * 
charge,thow-never didſt, thought, or dream'dſt on?” To be. 

come the Drunkards ſong; a By-word'to thoſe that are viler 

the the earth; wuſicke at the feaſts of thoſe that ſit in the gate, 

&c. In a word,for Chriſts ſake to deny thy ſelfe, thy world- 
ly wiſedome, naturall wit, carnall friends, old companions, 
pleaſures, profits, preferments, eaſe, excellency of learning, 

acceptation with the world , outward ſtate, libertie, life, or: 

what elſe thou canſt namedeareſt unto fleſſi and blood ?” IF, 

thine heart anſwer not affirmatively, (I meane out of the re<' - 

ſolution of a welk-adviſed regenerate judgement : for I. 

know, the fleſh will grumble and reclaime : ) thou wilt cer«- - 

tainly fall away, or endin formalitie, "a 

.. 2. Looketo thy repentance; that it be ſincere, univerfall,. 

conftant, fromthe heart-roote , forall knowneſinnes, - thy. 

YDB: 


General direftions for 4 


dying day. 1. If ſome. worldly croſſe be the continued prin- 
cipall motive :. 2.' Or the humoar of melancholy : 3. If ic 
be confuſedly onely for finne, and in generall: 4. Or for 
ſome one ſpeciall notorious ſine onely : 5. Or for ſome lef- 
ſer lſinnes, with negle of greater,as for tything Mint, &c, 
6. If it be onely legall :. 7. But for ſome finnes, - of whar | 
kinde ſoever; leaving but ſo much as one knowne finne noe b 
taken to heart: 8. Or but for a time: 'All will come to | 
naught.  A.foundation of godly ſorrow,leaſurely, adviſedly, 
and ſincerely laid at firſt, will be tor ever after, a comfortable 
encouragement to Faith, ſpirituall joy, well-doing,and wal- d | 
king with God. | | 

3. Take the Touch-ſtone of fruictull, powerfull,and ſpeci- 
all markes,to diſcerne and difference juſtifying ſaving Faith, 
from all falſe and inſufficicat faiths. For a temporary may | 
goe farre. : | | PER 

* 4. Let knowledge and affection, like two individuall 
twins, grow up together in theeyz and mutually transfuſe ſpt- 
rituall vigour1nto each other. Preſume not upon any knows 
ledge, with an kumble inflamed aftzRion; neither build | 
too much upon the hear of zeale, withour the light of know- | 
ledge : Either of theſe may be fingle in lome,and that in fin. 
gularitie, whoafter may fall away ſhamefully. 

5. Above all, looke unto thy heart. If thy change were 
Angelicall, in words, ations, and-all outward carriage, and 
yet thy thoughts ill the ſame and'reſeryed:- thou art but a 
» Jer-4-24 pguilded Tombe ,, and cannot. bee® ſaved, Ler a man take a 

Woolfe, beate him blacke and blue, breake his bones, knocke 
' out his teeth, cut away bis clayes ,, putupon him a Sheeps 
skinne, yetſtill he retaines hjs Woolviſh nature : Let a man 
become never ſo ha 
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might enjoy good company. Shunning ſociety with the god- 
ly, 1s too ſhrowde a ſigne of temporary, | 

7. Conſider well , ( for the contrary is a notable diſcove= - 
ry of counterfeits ) that thy calling to grace mult ſettle thee 
more ſurely in thine honeſt particular calling and make thee 
therein more faithfull, conſcionable, and painefull. 

Let Chriſtiansalſo of lopger ſtanding, and mage ſtrength, 
in their aflauks about perſeverance, have recourſe untothis 
4 ower of Truth, and labour to prevent that which they: 
care: 

I. By conſtancie, ina carefull uſe of all themeanes; the 
Word, Prayer, Conference, Meditation, Sacraments , &sc. 
To which, let them preſerve:appetite : and pratiſe that they 
heare, without omiſſion or delay. Hee that gives way to a 
heartlefle negle& , or cuſtomary hardnefle of heart in the uſe 
of the Ordinances, may juſtly ſuſpe& his neereneſle to ſome 
fearefull finne, or fierce temptationyz to-ſome heavy judge» 
ment, or dangerous Apoſtacie. ; . OE 

2. Afloone as they diſcover any ſpirituall weakenefſſe,'os 
decay; afault, or temptation let: them- complaine betime 
unto the Throne of Grace, and mightily oppoſe with the fere 
venteſt prayers of extraordinary private humiliation. | 
- 3. Lerthem keepe perfe&tion {till in their eye, andaime z 
and towards the attainment thereof, acquire and acquaint 
themſelves with Rules of holy life, daily dire&ions, courſes 
of moſt mortified men, &c. r9S 5s 

4. Let them watchfully decline all occaſions of falling 
backe.; Spirituall pride, knowne Hypocriſie, defire tobe rich, 
undervaluing and: declining the: moſt ſearching''meanes, 
forme, and perfunRorineſk 1n religious duties, diſcontinu- 
ance of intimateneſſe with the godly , negleGt of diftrat- 
ons upon the Lords Day, &. © © 
. . F, Letthem conſider-that all is loſt whichis paſt, if they 
BlLgta Jobs 871 oh tt 107 ps 

This former Point of 'conſtancie in grace , did ariſe from 

conſideration of bleſſed Noahs contmuance in goodneſle 
_ throughſo many.ages; Now: in that he'did not confotme to 


the 
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the iniquities of the times, but did ſtand unſtained,amidſt the 
wickedit generations that ever dwelt upon earth: I collect 
the neceffitie of another conſtancie, and that is in reſpect of 
oppoſition tothe corruptions of times, : 

Do8. The ſervant of God muſt not ſerve the times. Or 
thus : The true Chriſtian ought to ſtand at Raves end with 
the corruggions of the time. 

Reaſon. Hee is bound unto it by his Baptiſme. Of ſuch as 
prophaned themſelves, being Chriſtians, with irrel1gious de- 
light in the Enfignes of I1dolatry, heatheniſh ſpeRacles, 
ſhowes and ſtage-playes,oTertnlliar, to trike them the more 
deepe, claimeth the promiſe which they made in Baptiſme. 
He is wot of the world, Job. 15.1 9. His life «s hid with Chriſt tn 
God, Coloſ. 3. 3. There is a ſecret heavenly vigour infuſed 
into every gracious Soule, by the Sanctifying Spirit, which 
deads itto the world, and makes it delight in God. Hee 
ought to ſhine in the world, as _— the midſt of a crooked 

perverſe nation, Phil. 2. 15.. Light anddarkenefle cannot 
endure one another; neither the power of Grace, thoſe 
workes of darkenefle in which the world lyes drowned. Hee 
1s by no meanes to be conformed to thi: world, Roms. 12, 2. nor 
to runne with the wicked to the ſame exceſſe of riot, 1 Pet. 4.4, 
Hee is now new-borne, and become a Child of Fternity ; 
whereby his heart is falne in love with new andeverlaſting 


delightsz and the eye of his ſoule turned from the dung of 


this world, towards the glory of the ſecond Life. As the 
worldling cannot reliſh the ſweet joyes of gracious exerciſes: 
ſo.neither can the Chriſtian, the frothy pleaſures of good-fel< 
lowſhip. You can as hardly draw the ſound Profeflor to a 
Conventicle of ſwaggering.companions; as a good fellow 
to a day of humiliation. | 

Yſes : x. Howſoever then, thou mayeſt ſeeme to ſtand on 
Gods ſide, by an artificiall ating of ſome affeRted formes in 
Religion, by countenancing the Miniſtery , if thoubeeſt a 
great Man, andoutwardly conforming to the Ordinances : 
yet, if in tby praGtiſe thou beeſt plunged intothe corruptions 
of the preſent, and thine heart hanker Rill, and hunt in _ 

er 
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after youthfull delights the luſts of men, moſt applauded fa» 
ſhions of the greater part , thou art nota Chriſtian in truth, 
but a true counterfeit. _ Aflure thy ſelfe, if thou ſwim downe- 
the current, and faile with the tide of the time, thou mayeſt _ 
juſtly looke every moment, to fall upon the ſudden, perhaps 
1n the height of thy temporall happineſle, and hotteſt gleame 
of thy worldly glory, into the irrecoverable and everlaſting 
Lake of brimitone and fire, &c, TEE 
2, Let every one, who hath given his name unto Chriſt, 
ever holdit his Crowne and comfort, to hold a irong and 
unconquerable counter-motion to the courſes of the world. 
Let him till diſcover the true noblenefle of his Chriſtian ſpr- 
rit, and of a minde ſpiritually generous by gatherihg vigour, 
growing invincible , from the very oppolitions of the wic- 
ked,and villanies of the time.See P/al.119.126,127, 1 King, 
19.14. 1Theſfſ. 2.2. 
It was the ſaying of a morall Heathen : That to. dpe well, 
where was no danger, was a common thing ; but to doe well, where 
was both peril and oppoſition , was the peculiar office of aman of 
vertue : much more, {ay I, ofa man of God. 27: + @d& Noah inn 
And Noah® walked with God, ) Walking with God, ts the _ Xpie vixir, 
topand flower of all Noahs excellencies, and ſpirituall fehci __ — 
gies upon earth, W hence note, ITIIENS pre oculis habe- 
DoFft. That walking with God, is the Crowne of the j4cue in ca? 
Chriſtians Character. | "1%  operecanciſſimus, 
Te is the duty and property of every true Chriſtian , to pcs re 
walke with his God. ; 47 * per incedebat, e- 
By walking with God, I meane,a ſincere endeavour, pun- (3500. De 
Qtually and preciſely to manage, condut, and diſpoſe all our omnia confenri 
affaires, thoughts , words and deeds; all our behaviours, j1%2, Perinde ut 
courſes, carriage, and whole converſation, in reverence and neamico,vel Do. 
mano iluo , ubique.1 


feare, with humility and fingleneſſe of heart, as in the ſight J! 


indivulse_ in- 


of an inviſible God, under the perpetuall Þprefence of his ambulans, illi per 
All-ſeeing, glorious, pure eye; and by a comfortable conſe- 97 

| Hts '"* EG 2 Eo _S 
b Opus eſt ergo, ut hie timor mentes obſideat , apus eſt, ut ille,; qui peccare/nonyulc, preſenrem Gibi- 
cogitet, non 1N publico ſolum, ſed etiam in domo ; non in domo foitum , ſed & in cubiculo , in noge, ; 
in leQulo, in corde ſuo, Avenfts Tom. 10. Hom. 27. 4 « ; 


nia  conſentit, 
in omnibus ſe 


quent,. \ 
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.< The life of Ga- 
leatins,chap. 28+ 


Hes. I 2.29+ 


quent, to enjoy by the aſſiſtance and exerciſe of Faith, an un- 
utterable ſweet communion , and humble familiarity with 
his holy MajeſRy : Ina word, to live in Heaven upon earth. 

Proofes. Gods Covenant and Commandement to eAbra- 
ham , and in him, to all the faithfull unto the Worlds end, re- 
quires it, Gen. 17, 7. | 

The prattiſe and proteſtations of the Saints and ſervants 
of God, ſeale unto it. Enech walking with God , Chap. 5. 
was an happy preparative to his extraordinary tranſlating to 


ory. 

The Lora before whows 1 walke , ſaith Abraham, Chap. 24, 
40. will doe thus and thus. 

I will walke before the Lord in the Land of the living , ſaith 
David, P(al. 116.9. 

O Lord God of Iſrael, ſaith Salomon, 2 Chron, 6, 14. There 
3s 10 Godlike thee in the Heaven, nor in the earth; which keepeft 


eovenant, and ſheweſt mercy unto thy ſervants , that walke be- 
fore thee with all their hearts. 


T have walked beforth thee in truth , and with a perfeft heart 


— faith Hezechiah, 2 King. 20. 3. | 


And herein doe I exerciſe my ſelfe , to have alwayes a conſci- 
ence voyd of offence toward God , ani toward men , ſaith Pagl, 
AR-s 24.16. which ſounds the ſame wap. 

Let their money periſh with them, who eſteeme all the gold 


' inthe World, worth one dayes ſociety with Teſiss Chriſt , and his 


holy Spirit , © ſaid that noble Marqueſſe of Vico, well skilled 

and experienced in an heavenly converſing with his God. 
Reaſox.1.And it muſt needs be ſo: For howſcevernaturall 
menand worldlings, out of their obnoxiouſneſſe, and ſecres 
terrors, ſlaviſhly retire, doe not willingly, neither dare they 
draw ueere to that God, which to them is a _—_ fires 
lo- 


.yetall thoſe, who have truely taſted how FacIOus an 
a 


rious hee is, {hall finde their hearts, out of a ſ&rert fea of 
Gods love unto them firſt , kindlily inflamed with infinite 
deſire to live under the comfortable influence of his plea- 


ſed countenance, tov enjoy his holy Majeſty with conſtant 
peace, and an humble fſpirituall acceſfle and acquaintance 


: continually, 


' "comfartable walking with God. 


continually, His ſpirit'of Prayer,infinite love,exerciſe of re- 
pentance , temptations and. troubles from Satan z preflures 
and oppreſſions from the world, loſle of inward peace, faint- 
neſk of Faith , want of ſpirituall ſtrength, aſſault of ſome 
ſpeciall finne, ſweetneſle of meditation, daily favours ſhow- 
reddowne upon him without number, and above meaſure : 
fore-thought of the great and laſt Account, motions'of the 
bleſſed Spirie, ſpirituall deſertion, &c. but above all, the inex- 
plicable bleflednefle, goodnefk, and excellency of that higheſt 
Majeſty it ſelfe, drives him to his God many times a day, 

. 2, :All Gods loves unto usz- His loving kindneſles;prote- 
Qtions, preſervations, bounty, patience, divine illuminations, 
ſpirituall bleſſings :- Ina word , every linke of that golden 
chaine of Mercy, Grace and Glory, farre thicker ſet witli 
{ſweeteſt bleſſings in all kinds, then the Heaven with Starres; 
which onr-happy Soules have, doe , or ſhall enjoy from the 
firſt ſpringing of it up (if everlaſting could have any begin- 
ning) out of the adored Fountaine'of his free grace , to the 
laſt moment of eternity inthigheſt heavenly blifſe (1f eterni< 
7 could poſſibly ever determine) ſhould bee ſo many keene 

purres, deepeſt obligations, ſtrongeſt chaines, to draw our 
hearts moſt greedily to this infinite'delight in him, and thug 
with an humble familiarity to coverſe with his holy Majeſty. 
3. Conſciouſneſſe of onr former walking comfortably 
with God, ſan&ified by the life of Faith, will mightily and 
incredibly ſupport our ſpirits and courage in the times of a 
confuſions and feare. The 4 hearts of ſenſuall worldlirigs, {yo Vf volue- 
for want of reconcilement , and acquaintance with God 1n rit,hac vita fir ex- 
calme and comfortable times, finke and tremble in the Day f*=cum 6a 
of diſtreſſe, and Gods dreadfull vilitations, as the heart of a & meu vel ante 
womanin her pangs z and fall aſunder in their breſts like <onfiruum obe- 
drops of water. But that happy © One, who in his proſperity 6 fauram zgriu- 
hath made God his portion , and walked humbly 1n htspre- — | 
aliud iftinſmodi quippiam ex inſpirato affuturum przviderit, petit illtco &corſumitur , Cine. þ Pong 
contra Gulam, & extergs corporis voluprates. e Contra vero qui Spiriru vixerit, nulla erit ſimili ca'ami- 
exe obſtrictus , ſed fine timore, meſtiria , diſcrimine erit, & quavis rerum mobilicate ſuperior : neque” 
ed vieor evader, quod nil fit adyerſi perpeſus;: ſed,quad: majus utique eſt,adverios omnes fortunz ca'us-? 
couremnere. Chryſoft. ibid: | 


ſence, . 
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ſence, ſhall in the time of trouble ſtand likea ſtrong unmove- 
able mountaine, impregnable againſt the rage of wiad and 
weather, againſt the cxuell incurſions of all adverſary pow- 
er; when the wicked ſhall tire the Mountaines with boote- 
lefle cryes to cover them z he ſhall be able to ſay with Davia, 
The Lord is my refuge and my ſtrength, &c. Therefore will I 
not feare, though the earth be mooved, and the Mountaines fall 
into the midſt of the Sea. He ſhall by the mercies of God, and 
humble dependance upon his omnipotent Arme, encounter, 
and entertaine the terrours even of the evill day, of the houre 
of temptation,of the King of feare,and laſt Iudgement, with 
confidence, and peace, : | 

4. Thy walking with God , will make thee extraordina- 
rily powerfull, and oy prevaile in prayer ; one of the 
greateſt bleſſings, and ſweeteſt comforts, which can bee_na- 
med, or enjoyed 1n this life. As the Kings Favourite, who 
ſtands till in his preſence, and under the immediate,and gras 
cious influence of his Royall eye,dath farre ſooner, and much 
more eaſily obtaine both his owne and friends ſuites., then 
thoſe who are more eſtranged from the Court: Soit isin 
this caſe. v, 
.., $. Butaboveall, that which ſhould moſt quicken, and 
keene us ts this duty, is that particular intereſt wee have by 
Teſus Chriſt, in Jehovah himfelfe, bleſſed for ever. A myſtes 


- ry, which if I ſhould offer to open and enlarge, I ſhould be 


endleſſe, and yet come infinitely ſhort, 

Oh then,let us infinitely love, and learne exactly the moſt 
ſweet and heavenly Art of walking with God 1 Fora more 
comfortable enlightning, and guiding us wherein, before I 
come to give ſome generall inſtructions, give mee leave to 
premiſe theſe quickning preparatives. IDA 

I. Looke that thou lyeft not in any one knowgng' finne a> 
gainſt thy conſcience,hating to be reformed : rote cherify, | 
allow,or goe on1in any luſt,corruption,or lewd way in thin - 
heart, life, or calling : ſuffer not any worke of darkeneſle; or 
ſervice of Satan to raigne, and domineere in thee, For if ſo, 
thou art ſo farre from ability, or poſſibillty of walking with | 
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wh comfortable walking with God. 
Gol, or delighting in him , that thou weareft the Divels 


. brand, andart yet moſt certainely ane of his. See and ſearch 


the true meaning of ſuch places,as theſes. * 1 Jobw.3. 3.6,8,9. a Mifat? rotohs 
James 2.10. Exch. 1 h- 1. Pſalme 66.18. and S. 9. 6,101, eve ow frm 
Ezech.18. 30. Matth.18.8,9,.2 Cor.7.1. * | ane, Gutharife,Ca. 
Sutable hereunto is the concurrent judgement,and doQrine "fu ronie, 
of our beſt Divines, and worthiet Writers, graciouſly iniirw- erties dreamer 
Red wnto the Kingdome of Heaves. Thee are their ſeverall /bod know 00 = 
aflertions to the ſame ſenſe, in their owne words: = bite R 
I. A maxcan have no peace in his conſcience, that favonreth Vioties perfeti- 
ad retaineth any ove finne in himſelfe againſt bis conſcience, br ret tt 
2. £4 wan #5 in 4 danmnable flats, whatſorver $00d deeds Qui -anbittant"in 
ſeem? tobe in him, if hee yeeld not to the worke of the Ghoſt, tray bg | 
for the leaving but of any one knowne fſinne , which fighterh againſt tun;fe ramen now 
peace of conſcrence. ; : | ps 
. 3- Solong as the power of mortifiction deftroyeth thy Joful Now peecare,v's. _ * 
eRions , and ſo long as thou art unfainedly difpleaſed with alt i= < nw oy 
nur , and dooft mortific rhe deeds of the body by the Spirit , rhy Pormmaine la. 0 
caſe is the caſe of ſalvation. —_ 
4. eA goodconſcience ſtands not with a purpoſe of ſruning ; no, Endere, Bord. <2 
wot with _ againſt —_ | £5, 
- $5. Therk precions boxe of a Cience 15 polluted, 
and made impure , if but one pat frees rf, (Hee 
meanes, any one knowne finne , lyen and delighted in im- 
penitently.) 7, | 
6. * Where there is but any one ſinne nouriſhed and foſtered, « Dicer then. 
all other our. graces are not onely blemifned , but aboliſhed; they cvitfuine: of man 
Are n8 graces, | as. th. 
7. off trne us that ſaying of Aquinas; That all finnes are 
coupled together , though not in regard of converſion to temporal 
ood; for ſome looke to the good of yaine , ſome of plory , ſome 
of pleaſure, 1: yet in regard of averſion from eternall Good, 
"that is God, So that bee that lookes but toward one finne,” is as 
web averted, and turned backe from God, as if hee looked to all. 
Tn which reſp Saint Tames ſayes , Hee that effendeth in one, is 
guiltic of alt © | | 
8. Every' Chriſtian ſhenld carry tn buc heart , aconflant and 
D ' reſolute 
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| General direftions for « A 
prac reſolute purpoſe not ro finne in any thing : for faith , aud the pur-- 


© of fenning can never ſtand together. 
g Taaniml iniqui 7; - fo ſeelt ehen, if Satan keepe poſſeſſion, but by one reig- 


Peccxrum regaa- ning fiane, it 3 will be thine everlaſting rune. Thou halt 
moe gnns et then bee ſo farre fromever enjoying any humble holy ac- 


T dnies ; body andſoule 
Dum  Quz enim QUALNCANCE With our God, that thou art gone body Oul 
- participazo juſ be ever, One breach in the walles of a Citie , expoſeth wt 
"eg communic the ſurprize of the enemy-: one leake in a ſhip neglected, wil 
"tio rene- 
bras? Quj conſen- : ſpeeda man, as all the 
n-knife to the heart , will as well ſpeeda man, 
lal? Te pur _ vie that kild Ceſar in the Senate-houſe : if thou hedge 
jon nm a6 7 pe thy Cloſe as hi gh as the middle Region of = — —_ © 
 nicatione , idolo- ther places,and leave but one gap,all thy grate will be gone : 
| ry ode a If the Fowler catch the bird , ether by the head, or the foot, 


Keee inmicitiz, or the wing,ſhe is ſure his owne. It is {0 in the preſent caſe: If 
: Contentio , ira , 


£ 


"rixa, dilſernio, e. £10U live ,. and lye with allowance anddelight,' many one 


 briezas quoque & knowne finne, without particular remorſe, - ne ye 4 
arbicra 222 part with it 3: thou as yet carrieft the Divels brand, hee hat 
"rang yn henby marke thee out for his owne. As obedience is un1yer= 
Dei. Nee et fall and Catholike, if ſincere; ſo repentance, if true, 1s = 
uno quis - - , 1e$ 
riradine exclude gerierall. It ſtrips 1 ſftarke naked, as a worthy Divine fa 
tur , an pluribus:. 9,011 of all the garments of the old Adam, and leaves not [0 
CES ade: oh ſeirt behind : in thts rotten building , it leaves not 8 
liter excludanr ,, Yr As5th flo 1 drowned Noahs owne friends and 
Hier.tom.9g. Com. ſtone Apon a one, Ste Joo 
m c4).5.a16 alat.-* : NS Weetels: 
rt wa ill, ſervants: ſo bf = flood of repenting teares drowne onr ſweeteſt; 
[Manifeſta ſuar 1 oft pro e [innes.. . LIM 
7 ar iy wirast OE therefore I tender in the firſt place, is 
1 . . 
| med ſacriledge, this: Thou canſt never poſſibly be fitly qualified, either a 
murther, falſe wit- : 5 ſaith;Ex quivuſcunque, qui in ſe u- 
neſſe- bearing phyſtrapive, f —_ me CNY atom rs nb inns acdedit, Tow pop 1458. 
cognol 1 A . S : 1 
—_— _ whole Treatiſe,1 fell quote Auſtin in eFavo,jrinted Lug. is 73) _— _— — 
ang, ae or. = rs ED tm an io univertencbdicao,Spie.ce juf. 
tet : fic ad animz (anicatem requ > VER —__ . lat. Sicut miles,fi toto 
: : di, ibi fiducia miſericordiz exulat ] 
Coriſt. Vbi reguar in corde propofitum pee ym nudam 3 aihil ei prodeſt, qued totus fuerit ferro 
corpenefitelr arpie veliees, homes nnnes erir, ſed fic cadit quemadmodurn fi totus fuiſſerou- 
veſtitus, fi per illam unam parrem cum ſagitra percuſlers;, ſec . liter peccator Natui- 
Gs: Sic & Chriſtian, quarizomem juſtin feet, in uno pear, mites precco la 
rur, quemadmodum ſfiſcmper peccaſſer: Sicur ait , 


grediaris, ſimiliter prevaricator es Legis , Chryſ. rom 2- in cap, Matth.20+ Hom. 35, Tam uno morbo +» 
bl A I 


aliquis morieur, quam alius multis, Zenc41-in cap, 3 ad Cotee 


finke it at length into the bottome of the Sea : "the ſtab of a+ 


UMI 
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ſweeteſt Art, of walking with God; - except thoureſolye, to - 
ftand for ever ſincerely at the ſwords peint againſt all finne. 
Even thy boſome-ſinne muſt be abandoned, if thou looke for 
any blefling in this kind : Thou muſt put off the ſhire from 
thy finfull ſoule ; for as the ſhirt is to the body,ſo is the belo- 
ved finne to the ſoulezit ſtickss cloſeſt and necreſt,and is done 
off with moſt adoe. CoD | 

And becauſe this darling-pleaſure,minion-delight, Peccu- 
1m indelicits, as the Fathers call it, is Satans ſtrongeſt Hold, 
bis Tower of greateſt confidence and ſecuritie, when, hes 


and diſintangle any one, who unfainedly deliresan utter di> = /© 


/ 


about 1t. _ ;../ nemo tam perdi- 
* tus, aut flagitiolus 


out, and makesſpeciall choice of, to follow and feed UPON, fax 1262. 


with greateſt delight, 'and predominant ſweetneſle ; after- ry” wengd war, 
ward , by cuſtome and continuance , growes ſo powerfull; we. The 5% 
and attractive , that it extraordinarily endeares, and drawes ;/*7 9 4b 
aneoitche ents of alf hjs defies, and ſtrongeſt workingrof 127 62e 2hnns 
his heart, with much affe&tionate impatiencie, and headlong- ©** mf delights; 
neſſe ; and at the height,by any unreliſigble tyranny,it makes right oye, inve- 
all occaſions and occurrences, friends andfollowers, the deeys"* qt 
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Generall direttions for a 
raty unto it, a9 the Captaine, and commanding ſinhe; as to 
the Divels vice-roy, domineering m the Waſted' conſcience. 
In ſome, it's worldlineſſe, wantonneſſe, ambition, oppoliti-- 
on to godlinefe, rifury, pride,revenge, or the like : In others, 
16 may be drunkennes, the ſwaggering vanity of good fellow- 
ſhip,glurcorny, pleaſures of I e-lianting,ga'ning, ſcur- 
rilt jeſting, &c. obſtinace infatiableneſſe in allowed recreati- 
ens, idlenefſſe, or ſuch like, 
2, Thoumayeft diſcover it by fuch markes as theſe : 
| r, Its that, which thy-trueſt friends, thine owne con- 
feience and the finger of God 1n the Miniffery , many times- 
finds our, meets with, and chiefly.checks thee for. 

2. Itts that, which if it breake out.into at}, and be 
viſible to the eye of the world,thine enemies moſt eagerly ob- 
ſerve, and objeR, as matter of their moſt inſultation, and thy 
greaceſt diſgrace. | 

3. That which thou art lotheſt to leave, art ofteneſt- 
tempted unto, haſt leaſt power to refift, and which moſt hin- 
ders the reſignationand ſubmiſſionof ſoule and body's of all 
thy courſes and carriages , heartily and unreſervedly to the 
Word and will of God, 

4. Itis that whichGod: __ —_— in thee, even- 
in the interpretation , and guilty acknowledgement of th 
felfe-acculing heart. Itmay be as ſeverall eimes- thou hat 
beene 4fMiidted with ſome heavy croſle in thine outward ſtate, 
lofle of a child, ſame firs and pangs of bodily. paine, terrours 
and troubles of minde, or ſome ſuch preportionable viſitati- 
ons : now inall theſe,and like afflictions,uponthe firſt finar- 
ting apprehenſion, thy conſcience, if any whit awaked, on its- 
 owne accord, ſeizes upon that ſinne we now ſeeke for, as the 
principall A:herand author of all chy miſery. . _. - 

5. If everthou walſt ſo ſicke,as out of extremitie to re- 
ecive ſentenceof death againſt thy ſelfe, and diſpaine of reco- 

very; if thy conſcience was ſtirring, this. finne affrighted 
thee woſt, and gave the deadlieſt bloyy to drive thice;co fi 
nall deſpaire. Andif thoa ſhouldeſt dic in is without 


tance, which God forbid, jt would infuſs moſt hellifh yigong- 


” 
>, 


UN 


comfortable walking with Ted, —x 


and venome, into the never-dying worme , which woulgd 
thezeby more mightily gnaw upon thy conſcience, thorow 
all eternity, If ever the ſword of the Spirit ſhall cleave is 
from thy boſome, which is infinitely to bee deſired, and 
ſtrike thorow thy ſenſuall heart with true remorſe, it 
will coſt thee the bittereſt teares, moſt fighes , and deepeft 
groanes. | 

X 6, It is that, which thouart lotheſt, and wouldeſt leaſt be 
acknowne of, If it were poſſible, thou couldeſt be well con» 
tent, that no John Baptiſt ſhould ever heare of thy Heradjas, 
And therefore thou beateRt thy braines ,. and improoveſt thy 
wit,to deviſe (if it becapaþle of dawbing) diſtinions, eva« 
ſions, excuſes, extenuations, whole cart-loades of fig-leaves, 
to colour andcloke this foule Fiend , though favorite tothy 
bewitched ſoule. Je 

7. That, which thou agt in a bodily feare,the Miniſter will 
meddle and meete with, when thou art going towards a con- 
ſcionable,and ſearching Sermon, For thou thinkeft wich thy 
ſelfe, If this day he diſcloſe my boſome, 1 ſhall both be dil> 
graced among my neighbours that know tt, andicaſt alſo in» 
to.dumps , and:melancholy by bis. denouncing of terrour a- 

ainlſt ic. 
b 8. Thoughts, plots, and projets about it, athouſand to 
one, ordinarily ſeize upon thine heart, with firft:and moſt ac- 
ceptable entertainement at thy very firſt waking if th 
haye not. broken off thy ſleepe, and troubled thee in-thy 
dreames. | . 

9, The cares, pleaſures, aud appurtenances of it are wont 
to thruſt, and throng upon thee on the Lords Day , with ex- 
traordinary eagernefſe,,mportunity,andunrefiſtablenefle. For 
the Divell thatdeſires to have thy mind moſt diſtracted upon 
that Day, makes choiſe of the fitteſt , and pleaſingeſt baites, 
to draw away and detaine thy heart, and the moſt alluring 
objects, for diverſion. ARES. 
/-::20, Inthe:darknefle, and diſcomforts of the night, if thou 

- .beeft ſuddenly awakened with ſome dreadfull chunder,light- 
. ning,or terrible rewpeſt, the _ and geguſations of = _ 
| | 3 love 


Generall dirc#ions for 4 | 


loved finne is wont to come into thy minde in the firſt place, 
-and with greateft terrour. 

Thirdly, a man may be deceived, in conceiving, that he is 
utterly divorced, and quite delivered from his boſome linne, 
-and yetit bee but a meere exchange, or ſome other miſtake. 
[This grofle,, affe&ed felfe-impoſture, may bee ſcene in ſuch 

caſes as theſe : | . 

I. Hee may change onely the outward and viſible forme 

.of it.. For ihftancez whereas the ſame ſinne of coyetouſneffe 

doth.utterand expreſle ic ſelfe by uſury , -ſimony , facriledge, 


- +bribery; grinding poore mens faces,- cruſhing, and unmerci- 


fully keeping under the poorer of the ſame trade, ſtealing; o0- 
ver-reaching by tricks of wit, all manner of wrong doing, 
allkinds.of oppreſſion, detaining 111-gotten goods without 
reſtitution, &c, He may inſenfibly glide out of one gulph of 


 griping cruelty,into another; hemay fall from one of theſe, 


being a more notorious,and curſed trade of hoarding,to ſome 
other of them lefle obſerved, and not ſo odious in the world, 
and. yet. till abide in the chambers of death, and under the ty- 
.ranny- of a reigning ſin. The foule fin of uncleannes doth attu- 
ate it ſelf by fornication, adultery, ſelfe-pollution,brutiſh,and 
1mmoderate abuſe of marriage, and ſuch other abhorred ime 
purities, Now, hee may paſſe from one of theſe pollutions 
Inore crying and abominable, to ſome other of them, not af- 
frighting the conſcience with ſuch grieſlineſſe and horror,and 
yer ſtill lye in the 1mpenitent and damnable ſnares of luſt. 
2. Hee may ſurceaſe,and refraine from the outward groffe 
atts of ſuch hatefull villamies;: and yet his inward parts bee 
till defiled with inſatiable ſenſual hankerings after them,de- 


__ Iightfull revolving them in his mind,and contemplative com- 


miſſion of them, For inſtance : He may hold his hand both 
from the crying violence of oppreſſions and wrong, and the 
cloſer conveiances of cunning and fraud; and yet covetouſ- 
neſſe may ſtill rezigne in him , by the earthly exerciſe of: the 


_ heart. - Hee, may forbeare the externall ats:of uncleammeſe, 


and yet lye and languiſh abominably in ſpeculative wanton- 
nalk , and adulteries of the thought ; the viſible _—_ 
of.. 


_ 
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dl 


of revenge, and yet nouriſh in his diſtempered affeStions, the 
helliſh Vipers of heart-burning hatred, and ſpite; all indire& 
ambitious climing, into high roomes, and yet bee paſſingly 


roud, and over-greedy of precedencp.. \ 253 cies ol 
d y Nay, he may change the kinde: of bis boſome fine, -in 
reſpeS of matter, forme, objea, every way and yet upon 


the matter , it is but the exchange of one foule fiend for ano» ' 


ther, For. inſtance : wantonneſle may: bee his ſweer ſinne 
in youth;and worldlineſſe in old age : revellipg in his yonger 
yeares; downe right drunkennefſle 1n his decliting time : o- 
digality may ſway in ſome part of his life; pinching inſome 


other : Hypocriſie may raigne at one time ; Apoſtahie at.anos 


ther: furious zeale for one while; prophane urreligiouſneſle 
for another. K as ar 
4. When the blaſting froſts and feebleneſſe of old age; 
have with a ſottiſh deadneſſe and liſtleſnefſe emaſculared and 
waſted the ambitious vigour of his minde, and the boiſterous 
heat of his affeQtions, have dryed and drunke up:the milke jn 
his breſts , and marrow in his bones; his darling; ſinne may 
then at length bid him adieu, ' without any penitent diſcharge 
and hee may ſay unto it, I have no more pleaſure in thee, 
Whereupon he may falſely concludea mortification, and fi- 
nall conqueſtover it; a ſecure deliverance,from the guilt and 
curſe of it. | Rd To ay : 
5. He may unſoundly pleaſe himſelfe with an unvolanta- 


b 


s 4h + 


nefices, Offices, high roomes, 6&c. . nh + 

_  6.: Hee may for a time pull his necke our of this ftronge 
-yokeof Satan, onely' out of melancholicke pang of ſlaviſh 
terrour, ſetious fore-thought of death , and lying everlaſt- 
ingly in Hell, true apprehenſion of the impoſſibility of be- 
ing faveF without abandoningit z upon ſome/ deſperate hor- 
. I oY rour 


— 
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four of britiging 4gaine his beloved finne in his boſome to 
the Communion, after fe many cauſefull provocations of 
Divine Tuftice; obferyation of ſome remarkeable vengeance, 
ſeized upon his fellow-delinquent; or ſenſible ſmart of ſome 
terrible blow from Golls vifitmg hand in one kinde or orher : 
Lay, upon ſome fucly occaſion , hee may for a time forbeare 
his bloody oathes, uſury, drankennefſe, gaming, Play-houſe 
haunting , ſelfe-pollating, walking i che blatke anddarke 
witht after the flrarge Woman, or what 6ther. fitine foever 
doth reigne int him, and retaine him ſtronglieſt in the Divels 
favery... But becauſe it is not the worke of the Word, hum- 
bling hint ſoundly under Gods mighty hand, planting faich, 
#nd itifufing mortifpiog power, hee 1s not able to hold our 
long; but the #xcleane ſpirit returnes,and rules m him againe 
farre thore imperiouſly , and ſenfually , out of indignation 
of its diſcontinuance, and proportionably to the parties new- 
colleed flrengrh, and eagernefle, ro recommit it, after 
his extraordinary and itmpatient forbearance. I know, ic is 
not impoſſible, butthat a man , after his converſion, by the 
fudden ſarprizall of ſome violent temptation , and cunning 
traineof Satan, may be hailed backe to commit his ſweet 
finne againe; eſpecially if it be of ſome nature, (though ic 
be & very heavy caſe, and to be lamented, if it were poſlible, 
with teares of bloed;) yet he. neverdoth, nor can returne 
to wallow in it againe,or allow it. After ſuch a dreadfull re- 
lapſe, his heart bleeds afreſh with extraordinary birterneſſe 
of penitenrt remorſe , he abhorres himſelfe in duſt and aſhes, 
as exceedingly vile,cries more mightily unto God in a day of 
humiliation , for the returne of his pleaſed countenance, re- 
paires and fortifies the breach with ſtronger reſolution , and. 
more invincible watchfulneſſe, againſt future aflaults, and all. 
aſlayes of re-entry. But now the temporary I talke of, after 
his formall enforced forbearance, engulphs himſelfe againe, 
with more greedinefle , into the pleaſures and ſenſuality of 
bis boſome finne, lyes, and clin init againe, as the ver 
life of ns life, and hardens himſelfe more obſtinately ind, 


as athing impoſſible to leave, and live with any comforr.. ' 


Vpon- 


. bert, may according to their opinion, ftagd-with all wic« 
kedets,) Forging, to OAT EOR ROAR 


- ” 


comfortable willing With God. © " 


Vpon his:returne, the avclcane fpirit rages more then be- Marth 13-45 
fore. 7 57 p 
' Thus to lendthee ſome light , for a more fall diſcovery, 
and thorow difintanglement out of its pleafing/ſnares; Ihave 
intimated briefely what a beloved finne1sz what thine may 
beez and how thou mayeſt bee deceived about it, - For if 
thou wouldeſt trnely taſte how gracious, and-glonions: the 
Lord is in a ſweet commumon with His blefed Majeſty; - 
if thou wouldeſt be intimately acquainted-with the mytety” 
of Chriſt, wherein are hid infinite heavenly treafures , and 
ſuch pleaſures, as neither eye hath ſeene , nor ears heard, nei-'r Cor. 2. 9). 
ther hath entred into the heart of many if thou wouldefi _— -_—-- 2 
bee fitly qualified :0 : walke humbly with thy 'God'm the way' | 
which is called Holy; as thou muſt fall out tor ever with all' 
fnne, fo muſt thou principally and impartially improove all | 
thy ſpirituall forces, and ayd from heaven, utterly to demo»  *' © 
liſh andbeateto the ground the Divels CaſHe; to dechrone p | 
and depoſe from its hetliſh tyranny over thee; that grand im- © 
poiſoner of thy foule, aid flrongeſt barre to keepeout grace; 
all acquaintance, and ſweeteſt entercourſe with God ; thy 
boſome finne. | 20G 
\ Take notice by che-way , that fith wee.concarrently; and 
conſtantly teach, that juſtifying Faith doth purifie the heart 
fromthe rargne and allowance of any luſt, or lewd courſe, 
and plants by the power of the holy Ghoſt, a fincere univer- 
fall new obedience,/and regular refpe&to all Godscomman- 
dements, to all good workes of Iuſtice, Mercy, and Truth; 
and that we neither doe nor dare give any comfort to any 
man of his being juſtified-and affured of Gods love, that goes _ 
on impemitently 1n ary one knowne finne againſt his conſci- 
ence, hating to be-reformed; I fay, fith it is thus, take notice 
how anworthily, and wronfatly, the Anttchriftian DoRors, 
having received forcheads from the whore of Babylon, deale* 
veleh vin this pins, Heare them ſyeake 


5 S- do © % a* 30 
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b 8&-#. 38. Theſe words, ſaith * Aynonx,, (meaning of the French 
Confeſſion) are ſer downe to aflure the wickedſt man that is, 
of the righteouſneſle of the Soune of God.../ / + © | 

c 7» his conſults By the application of Chrifts ſatisfaftion by faith, ſaith 


zion.Reaſ.g.p. 163 


Wit & nates Lefſins , he(meaning the Proteſtant) is reputed jult before 
into Engliſþ by W. God, though he find no change of will at all within, 


: EG.aFehe crux. The $karlet Fathers inthe Trentiſh Conventicle fay,that 


cell of Trenrlio'2: Lyether from yaſtification by faith alone, collected, not onely 
Pag: 12” omni. that good workes are:not neceſlary , but aiſo that a difblute 


x exiſtimare pol- liberty in obſerving the Law of God, and of the Church, 
_Cm—_—  wl he turne FS 29 2155 | 
+ - la \\'1 eI've | E ® p - £ : . s | 
bona opera Facitr, . Bellarmine © alſo comes in, with his videwtar, They 
nec mandara divi- (come. faith hee , altogether to thinke, that a man may be 
T , De (Em, : | | | 
3nftif lib.x. cap-1. ſaved ,, although hee doe. = _ _— _ _ 
See. Careram. (Gods Cominandements. Which hee there onely feemes a 
þ ſpecia- © h wy 
| ooeeat 20." aflayes to proove, but indeed playes the calumniating So- 
RSG PDIlter, TR 1 EL eF : ; 
Je me. ..- The juſtifying faith-of the Adverfaries , ſaithfhee in ano- 
To oratcnem, hi - c _ learely Prayer, Sacraments, Good 
10 orationem, ia- t erp ace 5 ES Cteare Away er, y £ 
bona, & quicquid WOTK&S , and whatſoever God hath inſtituted forour falva- 
aliud ad falutem gion, ' RT br 
eg ' The Proteſtants, faith 8 Sreplczon, will have certainty of 
ti6. 1.cap. 10- grace tobeinaman, notonely without any reſpe&, neceſſi. 
$s —_— ty, conſequence, preſence, or convenicucy of goed workes, 
zon ſolum five ul- but alſo whatſoever finnes being preſent. Bale. 
loreſpettu, necel T1. k Rhemiſts alſo moſt {landerouſly affirme ,” that wee 
fitate, conſequen- ' *® 


ria, przſencia, aur condemne Good workes , as, uncleane , finfull, hypocriti» 
convenientia bo- __ jj | : = ro 4:5 


m : OY * / Y ; ; - , | l | i / ; , ; . ? 
fed exiam Sraſen. i Arnoldus alſo ſwels with malicious Popiſhpoiſon, -and 
bus —Sibulun- the rancour of a flanderous ſpirit , when hee. fathers upon us 
T3#16.9. 3. ſuch falſhoods as theſe: as though,we ſhould teach, that all 
bi _ bound to beleeve,. that they are eleRed to eternall 
OMm.Oecr.} & , ad 4 P 
5 Arnoldus nobis, fi : Few! S. gu, al _ ls £1:3.9 efſecleves 5 pos juber { FoGs 
affiogit nos docere ; omnes homfnes teneri, credere {g ad vitam termam 1am elſe eleQtas ; pos jubere omnes 
Sans elſe ſecures , ur qui nullis flagitlis peffint excidere "os e tain abaminandam doari- 
nam, putiditimam caluyaians , mengdcuum (efquipedales! i Hears what we bald :. Tminio vero decemus, 
cum qui yon yult in Chriſtum credere, nec refipiſcere , tenexi credere ({UuremChriſti more -partam, ad 
ſe non pertine:e. Dicimusdicere'; SHumrkecus'; ergo mihi ticet eſſe improbs » ſermo oft xeprobi, qui | 
ideo vulc malus efle, quia D cus bonus 6ft, Melin. Andt: ATmnans,eep-24. Seft.qo. 25 . 


7 life: 
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life: that we bid all wicked men be ſecure, as thoſbwho can 
fall from ſalvation bynovillanies,:/7 1 nn! 
Now the Lord rebuke thee, Satan; who ſitteft with ſuch 
extreme malice and fal{hood-in the foule mouthes of the Po- 
pifh Protours, . and Rab/aakebs of Rome, that they ſhould + 
with ſuch. prodigious lyes and villanous {landers, revile the 
ords Champions;and traduce the glorious heavenly'truth-of 
our moit holy and righteous Religion. ' 02 LET 
-But to my purpoſe, and to conclude the point; Thou muſt 
either with a reſqglute and everlaſting divorce abandon;, and 
abominate thy boſome finne , thy darling delight ,-rothe pit . - 
of -hell, whence it hath formerly received much enraged ſen» | 
ſuall poiſon,to the woefull waſting of thy conſcience,and the _. 
ronger and. longer barring thee from grace; or elſe thou 
muſt. continue an everlaſting ſtranger from allcommunion ' 
apd cogvefling with Godz-+thou ſhalt never be able tq meet 
him-wm bis Ordinances with true reverence and delight ,- or 
looke him inthe face with comfort at the laſt day.” ' ", 
- © TI, Scorne with an infinite, and triumphant diſdaine, to Ye may iufly and 
ſerve the mighty Lord of heaven and earth, ſervilely, (laviſh- }7 LE OIEG - 
iy, or formally ; forby-reſpets, private ends, or any thing, ircd from ſmne,rs 
ave his owne ſweet, gracious, glorious Selte.: Hate hypocri- |*/*7? ee 
fie from the very heart-roote : Which foule fiend: painting 7:9» of hell fre, & 
her ſelfe more unobſervedly,in the warme Sunne and ſhining Tr of rim 
proſperity of the Goſpels flouriſhing eſtate, with an outward 5y inferior and 
gilt, and ſuperficiall cinQture, doth with greater varietie, and /*5on<te me- 
ſtronger impoſture, deceive both mens owne ſoules, and cipal & Fs” ja 


others, in 10us. N reof: is- dominant attra- 
, 1n the glorious noon thereof : Nay this-great 7 bo, 0G 


Agent for the Prince of darkenefle , 1s ſo politicke and prag- ;, good, mughr ro - — 


maticall , that hee prevailes too much many times, even 1n #* 4+ Soveraigre 
de caognrg* y dds Ged bleſſed 


the declination of that glorious Sunne, in the diſacceptation j., z1;r. See Per. 
and dampe of profeſſion and forwardneſſe. . For though at Mar. upon cling; 
this day , Profefſours of the gracious Way bee in greateſt #;,, ming j1rin- © 
diſgrace with the moſt; and a drunkard,; Aa {waggering cif ales non —_ IF 
_Good-fellow,, , an Vlurer, a ſonne or daughter of-Belial, K.a6 mates ; 
ou: : , b : 2 Keck.cap.de fing,. 
ſhall Ggde more favour, applauſe, and approbation with 
world, then-a man which makes conſcience of his wayes ; fo 
that. 
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_—_ ake 
——— may be, to m 
-—— greateſt madneſſe _— 18 theſe times 
that i, may! Jem the: bypecrtticallyz ye 11 takes occafion tg 
fefſion of Religion 1y hich the Dive | | 

pro c ; , ules 5 MN . torioutly, lefle 

here arelome-ca > H pacrites no and worth ©150g 
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| choice of , and. finglpour ſuch upon purpoſe; as thole] from 


% 


whom, by reaſon of: the finglenefle and-fimplicity of their 
hearts , unſuſpiciouſnefle of their charity; che equities, and 
conſcionableneſle of their dealings, in theſe coozening, fup- 
planting, and undermining dayes, they may moſt fairely and 
ealily ſucke out the greateſt advantage , and -prey' uponimoſt 
plentifully ,. with the devouring teeth of covetonſnefle and 
craft, guilded ovet onely with a-vatle of ſeeming, and verniſh 
of hypocriſie. | 

3. Some there may be, whom onely the very terrors; and 
ſting of flaviſh feare, and fore-thought of the wrath and ter-- 
ment to come, may drive, and reſtraine from theexecution: 
of / ur villanies, exciteand enchaine to the ontward exer- 
ciſes of holy duties,and many aQtuall religious conformities, 


minds, with affrighting griefly formes; and apparitiors of 


y Hyc 
deſpaire, or other fearefult accident, "dare nyt for their lives, 


but continue a tourſe-and for at ene " 
and Morning in their houſes. SoineaM0;urtihes'of arbabie.. 
and terrour eſpecially, as of extraordinary thutders; inipe- 


waous tempoſts, dreadful apparitions inthe ayre, &c. fic» 


tothe comparyy' arck-commnrnnionr of: Chrifttany, driven thi 


ther -by- the fearcfulneſſe of tlitir:ſhirits; and*hope' ty re- 
one procettion of their gui and preferpain fom- 
I WIAaoe 
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wrath, by the prayers, preſence, and acceptation of ſuch holy 
Ones, We ſce in mens carriages to humane-lawes, that even 
feare of themreftraines many from many lawleſſe outrages, 
and conſtraines to many civill -conformities , againſt which 
their ſenſuall hearts and humours doe infinitely riſe and re- 
claime,with much diſtaſte and averſion. Doe:you not thinke, 
that many-drunkaxds would as well live in murther, and up-: 
on the ſpoyle, asin their preſent abominable ſwiniſhneſle ; did 
they not holdit a more horrible thing to be hanged, then to- 
pay fivefhillings, or fit in the ſtockes:?. Would nat many at 
Sermon-time, rather be in the Ale-houſe, than.in the Houſe 
of God,--were-not the conftitutions of - men a curbe unto: 
their corruptions > Would not ſome deſperate wretches as 
well ſtrike thorow at once, and quite diſpatch thoſe they 
hate,as kill themall the yeere long, with their cruell thoughts 
and bloody malice; . were not thoughts free,and aftuall mur- 
ther death by-the lawes of men? Would not many malicious 
Papiſts, thinke you, as well fpeake traiterouſly of the King, 
as teare Gods glorious name with their oathes, and blaſphe- 
mous tongues; were they not terrified with feare of Tyburne? 
It may, be ſo-proportionably in mens behayions towards di- 
vine Lawes,, the holy Statutes of Heaven, and that higheſt 
Tribunall. But as in the former we ought to be ſubje6t, »ot 
onely for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake, ſo inthe latter much 
more , not onely for terrour of Gods Iudgement; but alſo 
for love of his Truths *-.. | Jo. ied barriitlb. col 

A worthy -Divine ſummes -up all I-would -fay in this 
point, thus : Sometimes, ſaith he, the feare of Gods Indgements, 
4s of the racke , of an acruſing conſcience, of the tormevts of bell» 
fire, &c. boldeth men jn a ſlaviſhobedience,  , .  __ ::. 

I teare mee, thexe.are toomany abroad inthe world, efpe- 
cially great Ones, who.by,forbegrance of other grofſe ſinnes, 
to which their ſenſnall afte&ions are not ſo indeared, out- 
ward performance of ſome holy duties, formall preſence at 
xeligiousexerciſes., countenancing , and patronage of godly 
M1 ſters and ood men , hope to make amends, asit were, 
and to pur baſe proteQtion and diſpenſatiqn , for the. ven. 
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. part, Such ſervile Profeſſors as theſt,o 


comfortable walking with God. | 
geance due unto the finfull pleaſures of ſome boſome andbe-" 
loved luſt wherein they ſecretly lie. And therefore their- 
outlide-conformitie'1n other things, is cauſed by feare of be. 
ing horribly and remarkeably plagued for that clofe darling 
delight. | RE, 

£ Others there are, who by reaſon of awfulnefle unto, Davide fulſebeck, 
correſpondence with, dependance _ gainefull expeRati- £7" FINES 
on from fone gracious great One; Chriftian'friend, reverend'aſh,&c. were rem. 
Paſtour, Patron, Land-lord , or Governour , religious rich So A 
kindred, &c; or ether ſuch by-reſpeRts; conforme tothe out- An avefull reve- 


ward formes of Religion, and live reſervedly under the Ca-/jreere ch bl 


' nopie of a counterfeit profefſion; The falſe 'and holloyy hearts'2. wa che gromd 


of men; harbour many times, * maty private” ends'in theirs nr rs 
outward ſervices of God,and howſoever they openly pretend coerce. Ho did 
Religion, yet they ſecretly intend, and plot the fatisfaGtion #41 wich ww 
. 4 .. ; right in the fight 
of their humour, and ſerving of their owne turhes, by an at- ,F.te rd, for « 
eificiall, enforced ; temporary taking ; Parr 'with the better wn 
z,ordinarily in the meane ,;,3.. "For when 
time ſtand at a ſtay in an externall conformitte to Chriſtian' Ichoiada war dead 
courſes ; for no ſpirituall life warmes their affe&ions\, no _ 0 Song 
roote of grace growes:n their hearts : Formalitie in this kind, 
1s ever yoide of all vitall vigour, vegttation, and aGtivities 
conſtant onely in an heartlefle plodding courſe and coldneſle, * 
and many times, at length , when the motive of their religi- 
ous repreſentations and ſhewes is remooved,and the end com- 
paſſed, for which they counterfeited , they put off their vi- 
zours; and appeare againe plaine carnall men, aandddwne- 
right good-fellowes, as they were before. "The Play being 
done, they are Rogues againe, + _.. _ 

5. Some there may be, who out of a greedy purſuit of a 
generall applauſe from all ſorts of men ;z and ambitious hun- 
ting after a promiſcuous reputation , and equall acceptance, 
both with Profeſlours of Religion, and men of this world, . 
put on a ſhow of religious deportment, at leaſt in the compa- - 
ny of ſuch as are ready and forward to commend their con- 
formirie and forwardnefſe that way , and by relation abroad, 
to.enrole their names amongſt the number of thoſe who _ 

| | noted: 


4 
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_ noted tobe on the beſt fide, Ina word, ſuch fellowes as theſe, 
out of 2 baſe and yableſled ambicion to bee well ſpoken of 
by all though a woe waites upon ſuch , Lxke 6.26. furniſh 
themlelves, both with a forme of profeſſion to content Chri- 
ſtians, and flouyſhes of good fellowſhip to pleaſe the pro- 
phane. 

6. Others there are, who may gloricully pretend , and 
proteſt with great bravery and confidence, their affent and 
aſſiſtance tothe beſt and holieſt courſes put on a temporary 
counterfeit profeſſion , and faſhinnable conformity to the 
.communion of Saints; that thereby they may paſle more 
fairely and plauſibly, qutof ane calling ints another: from 
a baſer, lower, more negleed, and tojleſome Trade, into 
ſome other of more liberty , acceptation and eaſe : or elſe 
breake out of all Callings; and ſo,by the unhallowed myſte- 

ry of a ſacred coozening , if I,may ſocall it, live upon their 
profeſſionz and by gbotng the tender-conſciences of weake 
Chriſtians, with the.controuling and countermanding tyran- 
nies,as it were, of an affceRed furious zeale, ſucke out of them 
no ſmall advantage, and | prey too plentifully upon the peo- 
ple of God. Such as theſe, are ready topretend , and inti- 
mate, thatſuch-baſe, carthly, and worldly imployrhent, and 
ſpending of their time, is diſgracefull, and derogatory, to the 
providence of God, and their Chriftian liberty : that with 
unworthy detainments, and ayocations, it attempts them 
in the purſuie of their genergll Calling ; diſables and hinders. 
them in the diſcharge ofholy duties. But letthem know,that 
Chrifttanity,if ſound and true, doth not nullife,but ſanRtifie 
our particular Callings. Thou oughteſt tocontinue-with con» 
ſcionableneſſe and conſtancy in thatperſonallCalling, where» 
in thy Calling to grace did -fnde thee , if it Bee warrantable 


*® MyyiTs. 


Hort non faſti} 3nd lawfull. See * 1 Cor. 7,10, No comfortable change of 
diat couditionem a Calling, byt in caſe of 1. private neceſſity, or 2. common 
humilem, 1003 Good.: and that truly ſo, not hypocritically preterided, and 
non temere ab u- for by-reſpeRs, | 
n2 ad aliam tran- 
filiaz. Tar. 


If any man then, upon giving his name to Religion, ſhall 
grow imo neglaft, diltafe , or volition af digheveltyeo- 
eic 


comfortable walking with God. 


ticular Calling:we may ever ſtrongly ſuſpe@ him of hollow- 

neſſe and hypocrifie, It is the confident concluſion ofa very 

learned and holy Divine : | . : 
T hough a may bee indued with excellent gifts, and bee able 10 Perking of (at. 

ſpeaks well, conceive Prayer , and with ſome reverence to heare "rg, 1ag-734 

the Word, and receive the Sacraments, yet if hee prattiſe not the 

auties of podlineſſe within his owne Calling all ts but Mgpocrif . 
'r:. What ſonne or daughter of Adaw can challenge and 

plead exemption from that eommon charge laid upon them 

by the Lord of Heaven : /» the ſweat of thy face foalt thow G4, ©: 

eate bread, till thow returne nuto the ground; Either by travell _ 4 

of body, or toyle of minde, or both? x | | 
2. Diligence inacivill Calling, is neceflary for a comfor= 

table proviſion of earthly neceſlartes. gs 
3. Hee is a curſed Droane, achild of idlenefſe and floth, 

the very Tennis-ball ef temptation, moſt unworthy the bleſ- 

ſings and benefits of humane ſociety; who doth not one way 


or other rate, as1t were; and contribute ts the common 
Good , with: his beſt' endeavours in ſome honeſt particular —— 
Calling. ; «. f 


4. A ſeaſonable-imployment in a civill Calling, is a So- 
veraigne preſervative, a curbe for prevention of infinite 
ſwarmes of idle, melancholike, and exorbitant thoughts 
and for reſtraint of many wicked and unwarrantable med- 
lings and miſcarriages. | 

5. An honeſt Calling, is a Schoole of Chriſtianitie, In 
which a man performing duties for the Lords fake, may daily 
profitin the praGtice andencreaſe of many heavenly graces ; 
Faith, Obedience, Patience, Meekeneſſe, Conſtancy, Truth, 
Fidelitie, Invocation, Thankeſgiving, experience of Gods 
providence, &c. ; 

A true Convert therefore is ſo farre from caſting off his b- 
perſonall Calling; that after his calling to Chriftianitie,he is - .. 
wont to diſcharge the duties thereof with farre more care _ 
and conſcience, though with a better mind, more maderate © _ © 

3 affeQions, and for ableſſeder end. : 
7. Some there may bee, _ leeing the iniquitie - "2 


_—_— 
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theſe laſt, and worſt times, laying in-waite for the ſurprize 
and ſuppreſſion of forwardnefle and zeale; and chat they may 
gaine, or grow into credite with the world by ſome 

Such Machiarel- fneciall ſervice againſt the foryardcr fort, ſcrue themſelves, | 


$14n counrterfeits . 


are called 4uda- 10 the meane time (plaufivleneſie of profeſſion taking a- 
Ft gos, Falſe Bre- way the ſenſe of their intrutioa) into the. company and 


thre. 


2 Cor.rr.26, communion of the molt noted religious people; that at 


=(on'zrt,  lengththey may doe them the more miſciuefe,, and drive 
ad climin. to the head the bitterneſle of their lurking malice ,* with a 
finuzunt-Quj per more deſperate and deadly ſting. Theſe are men of great 
fraudem,S pictt” ;mpoſture and cunning in their carriage. They informe thent- 
in album fidclium ſelves thorowly, and exatly, in the waies and zealous be- 
irrepſcrant,Be&s- hayiour of Profefloursz and fo with great fatisfaGtion and 
contentment , apply and accommodate themſclves for a 
time to their defires and devotions. But if once they pry into 
a point of ſeeming advantage, which by their wreiting and 
out-facing, may create matter of moleſtation, and ſpy their 
ſuppoſed ſeaſon, to winne by betraying ; they turne Turkes 
and Traitors to thoſe which are true of heart, to ſerye their 
owne Turnes, 
Ko "delnded were 


Poliſh Virgins 8. Many there are, who out of a fond and groundleſſe 
Maith- 25- roſe, CONCE1t, that onely an outward conformitie to the Word, 
| 19mg 3- Sacraments, and other religious exerciſes , will ſerve their 
fands ar rhis day, CUrne for ſalvation, give their names to profeſſion, and ſo 


who having a2 ywalke on plodding in the comfortleſſe unzealous formes of a 
forme of godli- 8 


neſſe, deny the frozen outlide Chriſtianitie, many times even unto their dy- 


mp thereof. ing day, Theſe men marre, and unſanttihe themſelves, by 

on . . . "Ber" » A 
wr. a2 making moderation in Religion a Saint:and undo their ſouls, 
prattiſe it, bur de Hy adoring diſcretion as an Idoll. Moderation and diſcretion 
my & oppoſe it, as 


"Jo hes needs Fracly 10 called, and rightly defined by the Rules of God,are 


auf proſe wpen bleſſed and beautifying ornaments to the beſt and moſt zea- 
ehem onle uch * : er A . ; 
"are 1055,15%2, 10us Chriſtians ; but being tempered with their coldneſle, 


and edged with their eagerneſſe againſt forwardneſle, and 
a 74 mywpars Gi Fervencie in ſpirit, which the Apoſtles enjoynes, © Rows. 1 2.1 1, 
oyTic Fervidi [o1- : : 
ritu, ſcerhing hot. Zi, yerbuns fatum a ſono liter Z. Euſtarh. Vult ut nos, qui ſub lege Spirirns vi- 
vimus,nihil remiſſum, njhil repidum habgamus 1a Pobis ; ſed cum fervor Spuitus, & &@ore fidei cunta 
TS... | = b 


become 
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comfortable walking with God, 


become the very deſperate cut-throates to the power of 
otlivefſe , and peſtilent conſumption of the ſpirits, heart, 
” x and lite of true zeale. Theſe fellowes are moſt 1nſolent, and 
6 7 confident in their Pharaſaicall brags, ſpiritual ſecuritie, and 
hopes for Heaven. They admire, and applaud with much 
| ſelte-eſtimation of their ſingular 6kill, and rare felicitie , 1n 
| | pitching juſt upon the golden meane, as they conceive, be- 
tweene prophaneneſſe and preciſeneſſe; infamous notort- 
ouſnefle, and perſecuted ftrictneſfſe, But that Proverbe, in 
J the meane time falls pat upon their pates : There # age- 
reration that are pure in their owne eyes : and yet 1s not waſh- 
ed from their filthineſſe: And at length moſt certainely, the 
' juft execution of that terrible cemmination , Kevelig.16. 
will cruſh their hearts with ever-laſting horreur, contuſion 
and woe. | 
But I ſhould bee endleſſe in the diſcovery of this hidden 
and helliſh gulph of hypocrifie, wherein thouſands are 
ſwallowed up, even in this glorious Mid-day of the Goſ- 
pel. For a man may afloone finde out the way of an Eagle | 
3n the eAire., the way of a Serpent upon A Rocke, the way of a 
Ship in the midſt of the Sea , and the way of a man with a maid, 
as to tracke the cunning and crooked footeſteps: of this 
foule fiend in the falſe hearts of Satans followers. OQnely 
take notice, that thou canſt never poſſibly delight in God, or 
ever comfortably come neere him, if thou give any enter- 
tainement unto 1t, in what forme ſoeyer it; repreſent ic 
ſelfe, or whatſoever vizor it offers unto thee, though ne- 
ver ſo fairely varniſhed, and guilded over with the Divels 
angelicall glory. | " | 
IT I, Build, and ere all thy reſolutions and conclufions | 
for Heaven:and. Gods ſervice, -upon that ftrong and pureſt DIY Fn 
PLllar,that maine, and moſt prectous Þ Principle of Chriſtia« /zf, Luk.14.26, 


4 Þa | 2 p &c. 4s 4 fin 

; mental rule of Chriſtianitie. Adverſus parentes, adverſus liberos, adverſus naturalem' cognationem,con. 
tra univerſum Orbem terrarum, contra ipſam eriam animam pugnam indicit, arque aciem eſſe infiruen. - 
dam oftendit. Chryſe in cap.10. Mat. Hom. 36, Paulcalls ir,The + ery ſpirit of our ſervice of God : with. - 
out which all our other Religion, be it neter ſe glorious and geodly, is no mere lively, ray, i as Very ot care 
eaſſe, ache body oF @ man, deſtitute of that ſoule, which maketh it reaſonable, and fferng from all ether 
badiy, 12a Fgees by the Holocauſt of the Law, which ſignified the ſacrifice of the fioſb,the erucifying of 
the old Adam. OM 1-1» See alſo Colol.3-5 =—— 29430» as Ed. , > NOR 
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. ding to the law, an 


nitie, Selfe-deniall. No walking with God, no ſweet com- 
mun1on, and found peace at his Mercy-Scate, except for his 
fake, and keeping a good: conſcience ,- thou bee content to 
denietby ſelfe, thy worldly wiſedome, naturall wit, carnall 
reaſon, acceptation with the world, excellencie of learning, 
favour of great Ones, credit and applauſe wiih the moſt ; thy 
palſlions, profit, pleaſures,preferments, neereit friends, caſe, 
libertie, life, any thing, every thing. And feareno loſk , for 
all things elſe are nothing, tothe leaſt comfortable glimpſe 
of Gods pleaſed face. 
From this principle ſprung all thoſe noble reſolutions, 
and replies of (ods worthielt- Saints and Souldiers: That 
of Hefter for the preſervation of the people of God: Well, 
faith ſhee, 7 will unto the King, which us not accore 
| Trl perih, I periſh. That of Aficaiah, 
folicited ſtrongly by the meſſenger to temporize, in mana- 
ging his Miniſtery with fatablenefle, and-conformitie to the 
Kings pleaſure, and plaufibleneſſe of the falſe prophets : 
As the Lord liveth, what the Lord ſaith unts mee, that will I 
fpeake. That of Nehemiah; Should ſuch a may as 1 flee? 
As ifhee ſhould have ſaid ; Tell not mee of fleeing, my re- 
ſolution was pitcht long agoe, it need require, to lay downe 
my life, and looſe my bloud in the Lords battels. That of 
P awl, when his friends were-weeping , and wailing about 
him:1/hat meaxe you to weepe,laith he,and to breake mine heart * 
For 1 am ready not to be bound onely, but alſo to die at 
-Hieruſaletn; for the Name of the Lord Ieſns, That of Tcrome : 
1f my father flood weeping on his knees before mee, and my no- 
ther hanging on my necke behind mee, and all my brethren, 
fSfters, cbilben, kinsfolkes, howling on every ſide , to reteine 
wee in ſinnefull life with them , I would fling wy mother to the 
you deſpiſe all my kindred , runne over wy father, and tread 
im under my feete , thereby to runne to Chriſt whes hee 
calleth mee. That of Luther, dealt wich earneſtly, and eager- 
ly, non to-yenture himſelfe amongſt a number of perfidious 
andbloud-thirſtic Papiſts :* As rowching mee ({aich hee) ſnce 
I an ſent for, I amreſolutd, and vertainely determined vn | 
| Worms 63: 


*%, 
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_ Croſſe; and therelert it hold, and hide it ſelfe tor ever in 
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© comfortable walking with Gd, — 3” 


Wormbes in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; yea, althowgh , 
1 knew there were /o many Divels 4 reſeſt mo; Frm 
tiles to cover the howſes in Wormbes, That of a moſt re- 
now ned Italian Marqueſle, Galcacins Carracciolw, temy 
by a Teſuite with a great ſumme of money, to returne trom 
ods bleſſing at. Geneva, to the warme Sunne in Italy : 
Lex their money periſh with them, who efteeme all the Gold Se the $tay of 
in the world , worth one dayes ſociety with Jeſvu Chrift , and So pe77* ? 
his holy Spirit. That of George Carpenter, Martyr: CA roupeg 334 
wife and my children are [o dearely beloved unto mee, that . 
they cannot bee bought from mee , for allthe riches andpoſſeſ» 
fions of the Duke of Bavaria: but for the leve of my Lord 
God, I will willingly for/ake them. That of Kilian, a Dutch 
Schoole-maſter, to ſuch as asked him , if hee loved not his 
wife and childrenz Yes, ſaid he, If the world were Gold, and 
were mine to diſpoſe of , 1 would give it to live with them, thongh' 
it were but in priſon; yet my ſonle and Chriſt are dearer towee' 
then all. w 
I Vv. Exerciſe thy ſelfe continually , and be excellent in 
that onely Heayen upon Earth, and ſweeteſt SanRnary to 
an hunted ſoule , the Life of farrh. Which to live ray! Bow Hab. 2. 4+ 
good meaſure, is the duty and property of every living R9 *- #7: 
member of Chrift Icſus. Love thereforgy and labour to live Heb 10.48. 
by the power of Faith, the life of ſalvation, fanification, Gal 2 29+ 
preſervation. 1. Offalvarion,thus : Let thy truely-humbled 
ſoule, grieved and groaning under the burden of finne , 
throw it ſelfe into the meritorious, and mercifull Armes 
of Teſus Chriſt, wounded, broken, and bleeding upon the 


——C 


full affurance of eternall life, by vertue of that promiſe, 
Tohy 3. 36. Hee that beleeveth on the Soune, hath everlaſting 
life. For having thus laid hold upon him, He by his Spirit 
doth communicate firſt himſelfe unto thee; then both the 
merit of his death for remiſſion of thy finnes; and of his 
active obedience for thy right to ſalvation and happineſe; 
and withall, the power of his Spirit, -to quicken thee to the 
life of Grace in this World, _ to raiſe up thy A 
3 he 


WI WE 1 
_ 


. — 


 -Gemzrall direttions for « 


YL 


Hab..3,17,18, eAhhongh the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſoms, wiither - 
Gy | ; fogit- 


the life of glory at the laſt day. 2. OffanRification : it thon 


keepe thy faith, the fountaine, roote and heart, as it were, 
from which all thine other graces ſpring, in life and: yj- 
gour, theu ſhalt pray. more comfortably , bee more cou- 
ragioufly patient, heare the Word more truitfully , receive 
the Sacraments more joyfully, paſſe the Sabbaths more 
delightfully, conferre more cheerefully, meditate more hea. . 
venly, walke in all the wayes of. new obedience with more 
ſtrength,and conqueſt over corruptions. For ordinarily, eve- 


ry. Chriſtian ſhall finde the exerciſe of other graces to bee 
" comfortable, or cold,according to the livelinefte, or languiſh- 


ing of his faith. 3. Of preſervation, both temporall and 
ſpirituall. . 
Incroſles, afflifttons, and all Gods outward angry vitita- 
tions, by the power of ſuch promiſes, as thoſe, P/al. 8g. 3 3. 
and 50.15. Heb.12,7,8. 11. 1Theſſ. 3.3. At: 14. 22, Luke 
Jnthe courſe and carriage of thy. particular Calling : the. 
duties and workes whereof, if chou diſcharge with conſci. 
ence, diligence, and prayer, thou mayeſt goe on with com- 
fort, contentment, and freedome from that torturing and - 
racking, thoughtfulneſſe ; from thoſe. reftleſle and curſed 
carkings of carnall worldlings, wherein they baſely languiſh; 
and loſe their foul; and leaye the ſuccefle, iflue, and event 
of all thy labours and undertakings unto the Lord, whatſo- 


ever it may be, reſting ſweetly , and everrelying upon that. 


gracious promiſe, Heb, 1 3. 5» 1 will never faile thee, nor for= 
ſake thee. . | | 4 
In ordering- and guiding the affaires of thy family , de-- 
pend by faith upon Gods bleſſing , the firength and finew. 
of. all found comfort , and true contentation that way. See 
Pal. 127.- J 


In the lofle. of outward things for thy love, .and ſerviceun-: - 


30:God, by beleeving that Man of God, 2 Chron. 25.9. 
T he Lord is able to give thee much more thenthi.- bg OEIns 
Nay, in the loſte of all earthly things in every kinde : See- 
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comfortable walting with God, © 


ſtall fruit be in the Vines « the labour of the Oliveſhal faile, and 


the fields ſhall yeeld no meate , 'theflocke ſhall be cut off from the 


. fold, and there fhall be no berd in the ftlalles: yer 1 will re- 


-joycein the Lord : Iwill joy in the God of my ſalvation. Con- 
-ider alſo for this purpoſe , Jobs patient bleſſing of God up» 


£4] mm the ſurprize and concurrence of an univerſall miſery, 
Tob 1.21. | | | 


In pangs of the New-birth, ſpirituall infancy, weaknefles 
of faith, prayer, godly ſorrow, and other graces; by thoſe 
cordiall refreſhing promiſes, Rey. 21:6. Xatth. 5.5. [ſai. 42. 
3. and 40. 11.and 57.15, | ROY 

. In oppofitions againſt the raiſing or reftauration-of 'ſpiri- 
tuall buildings by the Miniſtery of the Word : or in temp- 
tations againſt a mans perſonall progreſſe, and holding ous 


againſt Gods wayes unto the end z by renouncing our owne 


frength ,: diſclatming the arme of fleſh, and crying in every 


encounter : or by might , nor by power , but by ey Spirit, Zacht:68} 


ſaith the Lord of Hoſts , -What art thow, O great monntaine, 
ho 


In languiſhings and tremblings after relapſe into ſame old, 
or fall into ſome new finne; by ſuch precious places as theſe: 


- 1 John2.1. Luk. 17.4. 1 Samuel 12.20. 1 TJohn1, g. From 


this laſt. place a reverend Divine collects this comfort : If 
-we ſee our unworthiveſſe , and with broken hearts acknowledge it, 
God us faithfull and juſt to forgrve it , bee it never ſo great.” But 
this is a jewell fitonely for the eare of a fincere Chriſtian, 
when out of the fearefulneſſe of his diſtruftfull ſpirre, he puts 
-off all comfort, though truely humbled, after enſnaremene 
in ſome more ſpeciall affrighting ſinne, Ler noſwine tram- 
ple upon it. | 
In all kinds of temptations, by the power of that promiſe, 
I Cor. 10.13. Nay, even amidſt variety of them by obeying 
that precept, Iams. 1. 2. My brethres, count it all joy when you 
fall into divers temptations. | 
In-ſpirituall Lhonios, by refreſhing, and reſting thy 
Coking ſoule, in the-meane time untill the Lord recurne, 
upon thay ſureſtRocke, /a5b 30. 18, Bleſſed are all they that 
% 4 waiee 
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waite for him, Molt blefſzd , deare, and ſweeteſt Sanftu. 
ary 1 If che Chriſtian dye in that waiting ſtate, he ſhall be 
certainely ſaved. For the holy Ghoſt pronounceth hima 
bleſſed. | 
"o'R deepe, and almoſt deſpairing apprehenfions of thine 
extreme vileneſle, and, as it were, nothingaeſle 1n grace, by 
apprehending that moſt mercifull promiſe from Gods owne 
mouth, 1/as, 43. 25. 

In thy perplexed and troubled thoughts about returne af- 
ter backiliding; by thoſe comfortable encouragements, ere. 


_ 3.11,12,13,14,22, Hoſ. 14. 1,2,4. - 


 Indoubts of lofing the love of God, and life of Grace; 
by conſideration of thoſe paſſhges in Gods Booke, where tt 
appeares , that the loye of God unto his child, in reſpe&t of 
tendernefle, and conſtancy, is infinitely dearer then that of a 
moſt loving mother to her little one, 7/aiah 49. 15. ſtronger 
then the tony Mountaines, and Rockes of flint, 1/as. 54.10. 
as conſtant as the courſes of the Sunne , and of the Moone, 
and of the Starres, and of theday, and of the night, /ere, 
$1. 36. and 33. 20. nay;as ſure,as Ged himlſelfe, P/a/.89.33, 

44.35. 3 

Tn the Haile-ſtormes of flanderous arrowes, and :empoy 
ſoned darts of diſgrace, by cleaving to moſt glorious pro- 
miles, 1 Pet.4.14. Matth.g.11. . 

In the valley of the ſhaddow of death; by an aſlarance of 
Gods mercifull omnipotent preſence, P/al. 23. 4.. 

In the extremity and depth of ſuch deſperate diftreſles, 
and perplexities; wherein, in thy preſent feeling, thou canft 
ſee, and findeno poſſibility of helpe from Heaven or Earth, 
God or Man; but art both helpelefſe and hopelefle, as the 
Church complaines, Law. 3. 18. by ſuch like places as thoſe, 
Tſainh 33.9, 10. 2 Chroy.20,12, Gen. 22.14. Exod, 14.13. 
P/al. 78. 65. - - TY 

. In every thing, or anything that ſhall, or can poſſibly 
befall theez proſperity , or. povertiez. croſſe,. or comfore g 
calmnefle of conſcience, or tempeſts of terreur; life or death, 
&c, By extracting abundance of unconquerable patience,and 

| Peace 


—— 


comfortable walking with God. 57 
peace of foule, from thoſe three heavenly golden conduits 
of ſweetelt comfort, Rom.,8.18;28;32. ' * © © 

Thus-in any trouble of ſoule ,: body , good" name, out- 
ward ſtate, preſent, or to come; thou mayeſt by the ſfo- 
veraigne power of faith working upon the Word, not one- 
ly draw outthe ſting, andexpell the poyſon of it; bur alfo 
create a great deale of comfort to thy truely-hambled 
ſoule, and maintaine it 1n deſpite of all mortall or infernall 
oppoſition , in a conſtant ſpirituall gladnefle. For-all thoſe 
promiſes, whereupon thy heavy heart in ſuch caſts.may re- 
poſe, and refreſh it ſelfe, have their being: from'the bleſſed 
name 7ehovah : See Exod. 6, 3; and therefore are as ſure, 
as God himſelfe : they are ſealed with the bleody ſufferings 
of his. onely Sonne and therefore as true, as truth ie ſelfe : 
and, if thoube in Chrift, are all as certainely thine, as the 
heart in thy body , or blood that runnes in thy yeines. Nay; 
and a little more for thy comfort, the glory of Gods truth is 
mightily advanced, and himſelfe extraordinarily pleaſed, by 
thy more reſolute, ſedfaft, and triumphant cleaving unto 
them. What: a bleſſed, ſweet, and heavenly life then is the 
life of faiceh?- >... !. os | a 

V. -Apprehend inthy minde , and ſettle in thine heart, a 
true eſtimate, and right conceit of the ſubſtance and power, 
.matrow, and. materials of Chriſtianity. Which doth not 
confiſt; as too many ſappoſe.- = 
\ In outward ſhewes, profeſſion, talking : ' in holding 
ſtri-points, defending preciſe opinions, conteſting againſt 
the corruptions of the-times : In the worke wrought, ex- 
ternall formes of religious exerciſes, ſcr-taskes of hearing, 
reading, conference, and thelike : in ſome: ſolemne out» 
"ward. extraordinary abſtinences and forbearances, cenſu- 
ring others, &c. But, * in righteouſaeſſe, peace, joy in * Humilics in. 
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the holy Ghoſt : in _meckenefſe, tender-heartedneſle, love y 
in patience, humilicie, contentedneſſe :- in mortification 
of ſinne ,. _ moderation. of paſſion, holy guidance of the 
tongue: in workes of mercy, juſtice, anderuth : in fideli- 
tie, painefulnefſe in our Callings , conſcionable converting 
with men: 10 reverence anto es , love of our ene- 
mies, anopen-hearted reall fruitful affeAionatenefle , and 
bounty to Gods people: in heayenly-mindedneſfle, (clfe- 
deniall, the life of faith: in diſ-eſteeme of..carthly things, 
contempt of the World, reſolute hatred of finne : in ap- 
 prooving our hearts in Gods preſence, a ſweet communion 
with him, comfortable longing for the comming of the Lord 
Teſus; &c. | | : 
Yet miſtake me not; thou muſt make a ſhew, profeſle and 
talke, if thou wouldeſt bave Chriſt Teſus to owne thee at 
that laſt and dreadfull Day, Afark.;B. 38. 
It is therefore an idle and brainelefle cavill of ſome lewd 
| g__ Lozels, toſay z We can by no meanes endure theſe 
hewes; Cannota man be religious to himſelfe , except he 
hang out his flag, and letall the world know itt? For whers 
the power of Religion is, there will be the ſhew alſo. . Pain- 
ted fire ſhines not, aſcends not, heates not: but true fire is 
ever inſeparably attended with theſe properties. We cannot 
put a Candle in a Lanthorne, butthe light will ſhew it ſelfe 
thorow the hornes; if true grace beplanted in the heart, ic 
will ſhine forth in our words, geſtures, ations, all carriages, 
and our whole converſation, He that will takeſhewes from 
the ſubſtance of Religion , let him take brightneſle from the 
Suane, gliſtering from Gold, breathing from a live-body. 
Shew and akon of Chriſt before men, is commanded, 
as well as theſubſtance and ſoundnefle of hearts Rowware 19, 
9,10, | FI 
Thou muſt be a. patrone, and in ſome good meaſure, a 
pradtiſer of preciſe points , if ever thou wilt have true peace 
. and aſſurance of walking in the narrow path , that leads un- 
to life; as, of walkang preciſely, Epheſ. 5.15. Being fervent in 
ſpiris, Rom, 12, 11, Strivmg 30 emer in at the firans = 
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comfortable walking with God, 


e 12.24; Selfe-deniall, 14. 26. Strpaſſing the righteonſl. 
= of the ft rpnrw trac Adrien my Ferrera 
hands and hold upon the Kingdome of Heaven, CMarth. 11. 
x2. Ina word: of the way which is called Holy , and yet fo 
ſpoken againſt every wherg, A. 28, 22, For 1 meane onely 
that preciſeneſle which 1s commended unto us, ard comman- 
ded by the blefled Spirit in Gods pure and holy Word: E 
know, all paſſages of ſanCtification aretoo proces ; and para- 
doxes, intolerable and burdenſome to fleſh and blood, and in 
the interpretation of worldly wiſedome, which notwithſtan- 
ding are caſie and ſweet to mortified-men.- 500. 

Thou muſt ſtand at the ftaves end, againſt the finnes of the 
times, and like the Eagle,prune up thy ſclfe againſtatorme, 
or elſe chou.art a temporkzer. 1; 

Outward exerciſes of Religion, are avit were the body, 
without. which, the ſoule of Chriſttanity hath no exiſtence. * 

Thow-muſt be content toabridge, and confute thy Chri- 

ftian liberty at any time, according to opportunities,and exi-« 


gents, for the enlargements of Gods glory, the building up 


of thy brother, and ſnaffling thine ownerebellious nature; 
-Thou-mayelt , and muſt judge by the fruits. Tt is Chriſts 
Rule, Matth. 7. 16, If cherefore thau feeſt the abominable 
and unſavoury fruits of lying, ſwearing, drunkennefle, Sab- 
bath-breaking, uſury, ſcoffing at Religion, &c. hanging out 
in the fight of the Sunne; thou mayeſt juſtly cenſure the tree-: 
to be rotten, and for the preſent, tewell for the fire of Hell. 
Thou mayeſt judge no manraſhly., nor of his finall eftate : - 
(If we ſee a maletaour caſt, and condemned for ſome griee ' 
vous crime, yet reprieved unto the next Aſſize;z no mancan 
fay, he thall be certainly hanged, becauſe a pardon may be 
rocured, and come from the King in the meanetime : it is 
bs in the preſent caſe.) But thou mayeſt call a ſpade, a ſpade; .. 
a drunkard, a drunkard, an ufurer, an ufurer. Otherwiſe, if 
thou dawbe and difſemble, how ſhalt thou ever bee able to - 
eſcape liablenefle to that abomination, Prov. 17: 15; Hee- 
thut juſtifieth the wicked', and he that corndenueth the juſt: o 
dd tf ent a tera © 
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Marth. 23-23. 


of that woe, 1/ai..5: 20. Woe amo them that call evif, goody 
and good evill; that put darkeneſſe for light ; and light for dark- 
nveſſe; that put bitter for ſweet , ſweet for bitter. Yet. 
know, that ſpeaking the evill thou certainly knoweſt by an» 
other, muſt be ſeaſonable, charitable and diſcreet: not out of 
humour, ſpleene,imperiouſneſle,atthy pleafure; but for Gods 
honour, the good of the party, thine owne duſcharge, wpon a 
2 warrantable calling, &c. according to thoſe Rules I ſhall 
hereafter deliver for guiding the tongue. _ | 
My meaning then1n this point isz that thoſe greater mat- 


_ tersbedearlieſt prized, and principally plyed proportionably 


to their worth and waight; and yet theſe leſſer things not 
negle&ed. Ir is too true, that thels who are more fierce, and 
forward about the ceremonials, and circumſtantials, then 
truely hot and zealous in the eſſentials, and ſubſtantials of 
Chriſtianity, proove too often vaine-glorioully, and proudly 
mounted upon that foule helliſh fiend, Hypocrifie, and po- 
fling apace towards ſome fearefull Apoftacy, or Anabaptiſti- 
call phrenſie. | 
V I. Let thy fpirit,be mindfull of its owne heavenly birth, 
immortall nature, andeverlaſting home,ever generouſly fot- 
tifie it ſelfe with viRtorious reſolution againit worldlineſſe,” 
the canker and cut-throat of all heavenly-mindedneſſe, and 
hearty converſation above. Of all the foulc-fiends,that haune 
the hearts of carnall men, there is none that holds a ſtronger 

oppoſition, and counter-motion to walking with God , the 
covetouſnefle. Ambition, ſenſuality, and other wayes 0 
death, cut off their ſlaves with accurſed diſacquaintance , 
and eſfrangement farre enough from all comfortable acceſle 
unto the Throne of Grace : but affeRions nailed and glued 
tothe Earth, have this peſtilent precedency, that they hold 
the remoteſt point of declination, from the warmth and 1n- 
uence of any ſweet communion with the Sunne of righte- 
ouſneſſe,and Gods glorious face. All earthly minded men . 
ordinarily , howſoever they may bee outwardly reſtrained 
and reſerved, are ſecretderiders of the power of godlineſle, ' 
holy ftriftneſk of the Saints,and my teries of Grace, And the 
wc | ONE OS We Phariſees 
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comfortable walking with God, 2; 
Phariſes alſo, ſaith Lzke, chap. 16. 14. who were coverom 
heard all theſe thmgs , -and they werided him © even mode; 
and made themſelves merry with the ſearching, and heart- 
piercing Sermons .of the Sonye of Gud, Their hearts, and 
hopesare wholly anchored uponthe Earch, and Tockt'up in 
their cheſts : and therefore they dreame of -10- other heayen, * 
then their golden boards, heapes of wealth, and-prefent 
temporall happineſle. Whereas notwithſtanding, one're- 
freſhing glimpſe ſhining , and fhedde intoour hearts from 
Gods pleaſed face, and well-grounded 4flurance of being 
His, 1s infinitely more worth thenall che gold that 'ever the 
Sunne made, or ſhall make while it ftands 1n'Heaven. 
V LI, Let thy holy afte&ions'bee ever thorowly wars 
med, and raviſht «extraordinarily with the love of Go, a $i amaror Dei 
To which, there are infinite inflaming motives and Obliga- ** vi-fincerifi- 
tions, | - Riſgs ſuſpiriis Tp-- 
=; 1, Hee being abfolutely conſidered , is irirmedarabl — a 
lovely. The moſt attraRtive objets of inſatiable” tove, arid inkia, quo jucun- 


| - 1 q | | dius nthil inve- 
all amiable excellencies,, are eminently and tranſcendent! io, mc; 


triumphant in him eternally. Beauttie;Glory, Worth,Wife- quo izrius, quo- I 


dome, Greatnefſe, Goodnefle, Holinefle, Puritie, any thing, — Aug. 


every thing that is'any waives: admirable and loyeovie: Mn une. 
thy -? ih © .-/-++, omnia quz in els 


2. Or confiderhim in relation to himfelfe; and thoal — — 
thou every moment thorow an interminable time, [ay downe wen Dominum 
ren thouland lives for His ſake, thou couldeſt never comme 77w7...c.1003 
neerethe requitall of the leaſt inchof His infinite love to< 
wards thee, which reacheth from everlaſting, to evertdfting, | 
I. Hee bore thee in the boſome of this His free love from all 
eternitie, and that ſodearely, that from the ſame eternirie, 
Hee decreed thac bis owne deare Sonne ſhonld fie for thee. - 
2: Hee broughtrhee our of the abhorred” ftite 'of beinggtio- 
thing, into the eanke of his reaſonable atid nobleſt cregrth 
3, Hee boughtahee againe, - when thou hadfit wilfully* 
thy ſclfe, with the hearr bloud of His onely'Sonne. &;? 
| qeelernns thee everyday from'a thoukand 'Gangyrk {HON 

ad deaths, which might Rize upoy' thee; bout ita Wi 
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in, and from without. 5. He will ſhortly crowne thee with 
everlaſting life, fulneſſe of joy,and picalures at his righc hand 
for eyermore, | | 
3. Thirdly, conſider the unquenchable impatiencie of 
Chrifts inflamed love unto thee, now wafhed with His 
. Bloud, and beautified with His grace, Cantieles, 4. 9. Thog 
haſt raviſhed my heart, ſaith Hee to the Church,and by conſe. 
quent to every true Chriſtian, my Siffer, my Spouſe, thox haſt 
raviſhed mine heart with one of thine cies, with one chaine of thy 
weeke, Now love is of that alluring nature,that many itmes 1t 
willdraw love from a man, when there is no lovely part in 
the partie loving. ;W hat a deale of love then doth the Sove- 
raigne Lord of all goodneſle, the well-ſpring of all beaurie, 
excellency , and ſweetneſſe exaGt at our hands ? eſpecially 
fith wee are his meexe creatures, in reſpe&t both of our natu- 
rall being,outward ſtate, gracious ſtate,and the ſtate of glory? 
.. See how His fpirituall amiablenefle is ſhadowed by outward 
' : beauties, Cant.5.109 ts +> bh: 

V III. Prize the fruition of Gods pleaſed face, a neerer 
communion and acquaintance with his blefſed Majeftie, the 
love and light of, His countenance; and thereupon a free and 
frequent accefle, with an humble boldneſs, unto the throne of 
Grace, at a far higher and more unvaluable rate, than heaven 
andearthy as avery reall fruitfull fore-ratteof eternall joyes. 
For to ſay no more at this time; Ifthou hold an holy famili- 
aritie wich thy God, and He looke pleaſedly upon thee, thou 
ſhalt graſpe Ieſus Chriſt more ſweetly. and teelingly in the 
armes of thy Faith; partake more plentifully of the joyfull 
freedome, preſence, and communication of His comforting 
Spirityz bee guarded more ſtrongly and narrowly by His glo- 
rious Angels ; fucke more {weetneſle and heavenly: Manna 
out of che Muniftery,,- and other: His blefled Ordiriances ; 

walke in fatetie amongſt the creatures,like an unconquerable 
__ T bos ſhalt bee in aleague with the ftones of the ft, and 
the beaſts of the field ſhall bee. at peace with thee : when thou 
yoeſt, thy po faall ot bee firaite 3 and when thourunnſt, the 
Poole por fall ©; hon plow fleepeſt, thy fingpe ſunk bee ſweent ; _ 
_ alt 
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ſhalt awell ſafe ly, and none ſhall make thee afraid : Thou /h 
vever Wore bee afraid of any el ti4ings, or of deſtruttion when Z 
it commeth : when thou paſſeſt thorow the waters, thy God ſhall | __ 
bee with thee; andthorow rivers ,' they fhall nat overflow thee : ";  *_- 
when thou walkeſt thorow the fire, thow ſhalt not bee burnt ;, nezs- 
ther ſhall the flame kindle upon thee, ers, And if at any time” - 3 
thou bee ſeized upon by any-croſle: or calamitie from any | AF 
of che creatures; any trouble or temptation, from man or E 
Divell; any lowring or crueltie from the iniquitie of the 
times, or perſecuters of the truth z.yet the refreſhing beames 
of Gods pleaſed face ſhining upon his heart, through the. 
darkeneſſe of ſuch diſcomforts, will ſweetely mitigate, res» 
vive, and infinitely. make amends for all. The popfon and: 
cuiſe of them ſhall never come neerce thy ſonle. The 
Lord in the meane time, like an Eagle fluttering abour - 
herneſt, will moft tenderly defend. and prote& thee, E/aiah 
31.5. andat length molt certainely come like-a-young Lyon | 
roaring on his prey for thy reſcue and glorious enlargement, - 
Iſaiah 31.4+ x ot 7 0 01fhs ich Tie erode bing 
I X. Labour by a conſtant watch to keepe thy heart in a: 
ſpirituall temper itill,and ſtill ſweetly content,and fruitfully: 
converſant.inthe My tterie of Chrift,and:Secrets of His Kmg=* 
dome, which thou ſhalt more eafily doez-If thou. fivit rejoyge'! . 
in God, his W ord,and Graces, as thy chiefeſt joy,' and greats 
eſt advantage. 2. By all earthly things, be drawne tothe love-: 
of heavenly. For though God hath appointed: but. ene Sab= 
bath in ſeven daies for his-more ſelemne publike worſhip, yee 
to a Chriſtian, every day is ſanified to bee a reſt from. all ' 
the deeds of the fleſh, wherein hee is to walke with his God, : 
and ſhew forth the religious keeping of his heart and good 
conſcience, in every then of his whole life ;'ſo. making e. : 
very paſſage of his particular Calling, a part of Chriſtian - 
obedience, and dutie unto God, 3. Let the: noblenefle of-: 
thine inlarged Spirit, as infinitely diſdaine to bee any waies, 
upon any tearmes, in bondage to the corruption of the timesg 
ſofinde a farre {weeter reliſh, and take incomparably more - 
contentment ta the ſervices of thy Lord, and tus holy Ords-. 
Nanceh, 
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hat incertum. 


nancey, then in all his outward benefits, and favours of this 
life, For asthe beſt of theſe abuſed, will moſt certaiuely ar 
the Barre of God, turne ſcourgesand Scorpionsto the world. 
lingsconſcience;; and in the meane time, there isno man (o. 
alluxed of: his- honour,. of his riches., healch, or life ; bue . 
that hee: may bee deprived of either, or all, the very nexc- 
houre , or day to.come;; ſothe other will preove unto the 
Chriſtian , having beene conſcionably and.conftautly exer- 
caſed in them, asa rich Rocke, tobring in comfort, patience, 
and inward peace, in his moſt need and greateſt extremitie. 
4. As ſoone as thou diſcovereft any ſpirituall weakenefle or 
decay. any. extraordinary aflault, temptation, deadnefle, &c. 
complaine betime, cry mightily unto God, give him noreſt ; 
neither give over ſeeking, untill he returne nnto thy ſoule, 
wath power, and;life againe. If ordinary meanes will not 
prevaule,prefſeupon him with extraordinary : if then hee dos 
net.revivethee with wonted quickning vigour, waite with 
a patent: wakefull longing of all the powers of thy ſoule; 
and then all this while thy ſoule is ftill in its true fpirituall 
temper, and a moſt bleſled ſtate. See 7/a; 30.18, 5.Decline 
watchfully all occaſionsof falling from thy firſt love, ferven» 
cie, and: heavenly-mindednefle : as ſpirituall pride, knowne 
hypocriſic, deſire to be rich,diſcontinuance of thine 1ntimate- 


_ nefle with the godly , neglect of thy. particular Calling , or 


daily watch over thy heart; ungodly company, forme 1n re- 
ligiousduties,. coldnefle-and cuſtomarineſle: in the uſe of the 
meanes,'&c. 6. Suffer not thine affeftions: to bee chained 
downe, andſet too much upon thoſe things which the com- 
mon.ſort and. greateſt part of men: ſecke after inſatiably, 
and ſlaviſhly. finke: under ;. praiſe;, profit, credit, accepta- 
tion with the world , favour of great Ones; mirth, plea- 
ſures, caſe, feare, ſorrow, carthly: contentment, prefer- 
ment, wealth, long life, or any-worldly-thing : but debaſe, 
and diſ-efteeme all other delights-in reſpe&of doing. Gods 
velll;z which ſhould ever bee unto thee meate anddrinke, thy 
Cchiefeſt and choiſeſt recreation, and onely paradiſe upen 


F XR. Let 


X, Let thy ſoule full * often ſoare aloft upon the wings planoger wh, 
of faith, unto the glory ef the Empyrean Heaven , where quereer & aur 
God dwelleth, and bathe ir ſelfe betore hand-with many a tawiliarer per 
ſweet meditation in that everlaſting blifſe above. Oh thinke rene Fikewger = 
with thy ſelfe, (though it farre paſſe the reach of any mor- tando Parriar- | 
call thought) what an infinite 1nexplicable ſweetenefle it cw 
will bee, to looke for ever upon the glorious, Body of Ieſus polto!os,admiran- 
Chriſt ſhining with incomprehenſible beautiez and to con- —_ _—_ 
ſider,that even every veine of that bleſſed Body bled to bring feflorum, gc. 
thee to Heaven : and that 1t being with ſuch excefle of —_ ""— 
glory hypoſtatically united unto the Second perſon in the 
Trinitie, hath honored and advanced thy nature, im that re- 
ſpeR; farre above the brighteſt Cherub ! To ſay nothing of 
che beautie and brightneſle of that ever-bleſſed Place, that 
unapprochable Light , which beſets Gods dreadftull Throne, 
the walking arme 1n arnme wich the Angels of God, that e- 
verlafting joyfull communion, and converſing with che dea- 
reſt Chrittian friends, and all rhe crowned Saints, and in- 
numerable felicities moe , which infinitely ſarpaſſe in'ex- 
cellencie and ſweetnefle, the comprehenſion of the largeft 
heart, and expreffion of any Angels tongue : contemplate 
principally the fountaine of all thy. blifle; how the migh- 
tie IEHOVAH, God bleflcd for ever, will powre out 
of himſelfe , by the influence of Bearificall Viſion, as they 
call it, perpetuall rivers of unutterable joyes, and pleaſures 
upon thy glorified Body and Soule, thbrow all eternitie ; 
even as the Sunne powres out his beames and ſhining 
every day afreſh upon the world, withont emptinefle or 
end” and with ſuch varietie, (for hee is infinite ) that they 
ſhall bee unto thee, as freſh, as new, as ſweete, as ra- 
viſhing , millions of yeares after thou haft dwelt in thoſe 
Manſions of reſt, as they were, the very firſt moment thou 
enteredft that blifkefall Place. Such fixed conſiderations 
as theſe, 'of things above, will ſerve as notable helps to 
draw aad keepe thy heart Heaven-ward, and may migh- 
tily. moove. thee- to delight in God, and to hold it the 
ſweetek life upon earth , to walke with him in the waies of 
; . F Puritie 
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Generall direfFions for a 
Puritic and Peace, Me-thinkes, if a man doe but once a day 
ſerioully and ſolemnly thus caſt up the eye of his Faith, upon 
that never-fading Crowne of Lite , which after an inch. of 
time, ſhall eternally reſt upon his head the goodly ſplendour 
thereof,and beames of that incomparable joy, ſhould bee able 
to difpell thoſe miſtes of fading vanities, and hurrfuli fumes 
of honours, riches, and earthly pleaſures , which this great 
dung-hill of the World, heated by the fire of 1nordinate lutt, 
doth evaporate, and enterpoſe betweene the ſight of the ſoule 
- andceleſtiall Blifſe : So that hee might with more affeRtio» 
nate freedome,and contempt of earth, have his converſation 
above; and turne the curreat of all his delights, love, and 
longings, with more reſolution and conſtancie towards his 
heavenly home. 

Theſe Preparatives thus premiſed, I proceed to ſome ge- 
nerall dire&tions for a more comfortable walking in the way 
that us called Holy. 

I. Firſt, and before all other things, have a ſpeciall 
eye and atrendance to a fincere, conſtant, and fruitfull 
performance of holy duties, Gods ſervices. And to fay 

—e.. SR punCtually and particularly at this time, of private 

bis ſufficiar, quod * TEadiDg the Scriptures, publike hearing the W ord, perſonall 

in Beclefia divi- Prayer, and with thy yoke fellow, it thou live in that eſtate, 

nas eionesaut” finging of Pſalmes, Meditation, Conference, dayes of hu- 

domibus veſtris , miliation, &c. of which thou mutt proportionably make 

aur iph legite> ut confCience in their due place, obſerving alſo in them the 
Cpentes re < R 

quirie,crlibenter enſuing Cautions : for a knowne groſle, cuſtomary negle& 

worn 4 of any holy dutie, religious exerciſe , divine Ordinance, 

*” 1n its ſeaſon, may bring a dampe upon the reſt, and a 

conſumption upon the whole body of Chriſtianitie; I fay, 

to leave theſe and the like, in their courſes and curnes to 

bee performed alſo with all good conſcience and following 

Cautions, Ionely at this time- purpoſely adviſe, for the 

better ſanRifyiag thy ſelfe and all about thee , to a more 

comfortable and ſucceſſfull mannaging of all affaires, bu- 

finefſes, and under-takings, either ſpirituall or civill ; that 

thou being Maſter of a Family , for I ſingle out ſuch an _ 

| Or 


| comfortable walking with God. 


for inftance, be ever ſure to glorifie God, amidft thy people, , 
by ® Morning and Þb Evening ſacrifice of Prayers and praiſes ausſeculi,deve- 
to his heavenly Highnefle. - —— NR 
In the diſcharge of which maine dutie of Chriſtia- quelctres,8 dor- 
nitie, utterly negleGted by the moſt, and empoyſoned to ny ry 
many , by their reſting onely in the worke wrought, take ein += 
heede of growing into forme, cuſtomarinefle, «© perfuno- I | 
rinefſe , which will moſt certainely draw the very life-bloud hn 


and breathing out of thoſe holy bulinefles; being ever in ſomnum,& ob- 

f all odlinefſe, and gra- ji 0%, r8oris 
the canker and cutthroate of all true godlineſle, and gra- jun; ua ealie 
cious acceptation with God. Labour therefore by a re- nuscffiatur,ut ne 


= 


verent recolle&ing of all the pqwers of thy ſoule, and freſh (ia Hodiple ics 
renewing and ftrengthening thy wateh at every ſeverall tur , adede fibi 
time, topreſerve heartand ſpirit in thoſe daily devotions Nw : wa Ge 
and family-duties. Which chou fhalt the better doe, if igirur Deus adeft 


thou looke to, 2. A right diſpoſition before; 2, A ſpi- (9rmiftibu,qui 


adeſſe non poſ- 
ſunt, & 4 no&urvis inſidiis genus hominum ipſe cuſtodiar ; quia id temporis ad cuſtodiendum alter 
nemo pervigilat. Debeo ergo illi gratiam, quia ut ego ſecurus dormiam , ille pervigilat. Ipſe enim 
nos Deus ituros cubitum quodam gremio quiertts ſuſcipit 3 & rheſauro pacis recondito ſervat z & ca- 
liginum quadam tuitione in lucem defendit, &c. Ambr, Lib. Serm Serm. 43. 6 Sed & clim veſpera di- 
em claudit, ipfi debemus per pſalterium laudem <ocere, & gloriam cjus modulara ſuavitate conciners 
Hoc autem ut faciamus, fratres, non ſolum decemur ratione ; ſed etiam admonemur exerplis. 
Nonne enim videmus minutiffimas aves, cum illuceſcertem diem aurora producit, et quibuſdam ni- 
dorum cubiculis varia duleedine perſorare, er id ſtudioſe agere priuſquam precedant, ut Creatorens 
ſaum, quia loquela non poſſunt, ſuavirate demulceane ? Er quewadmodum i 
confeſfione nequit, modulis prabat obſequium 3 ita nt videatur fibi deyotins grarias agere, quz dul. 
 Cits perſonavit ; hoc etiam pacto diei quriu ſimiliter facere? Qujd ergo fibi vulr iſta certis temporibus 
diſpoſira cantilena, er jugis intentio ; vifi gratiarum quedam fir immoderata cenfeſlio ? Paſtori enin 
ſuo avis innoxia, qui ſermone non poteſt, ſuavitate blanditur- Habent enim 8 aves Paſtorem ſuum 3 
ficur a Dominus, Reſpicite volatilia , quoniam non near, neque metung z et Parer veſter qui eſt in 
colis paſcit illa. At quibus tandem cibis {3 untur aves ? yiliffimis ſcilicer er terrenis. Aves 
ter viles elcas:gratias agunt z tu pretio fimis epulis paſceris, er ingratus es ? Quis igitur non eru- 
beſcat ſenium hominis habens , fine Pfalmorum celebrirare diem claudere; cum ipſz aves ad grati- 
ficandum Pſalterii ſuavitarem perſultent; er cjus gloriam, non verſuum dulcedine perſonare ;z cujus lay- 
dem volucres modulata cantilena pronynciavt ? Imitareergo, frater, minuriffimas aves mane, et veſ- 
pere Creatori gratias referendo. Et f1 es deyotier, imita'e Luſciniam, cui quum ad dicendas laudes 
dies ſola non fuſkcir , noturra ſpacia pervigili cantilena decurrit, &c. 1dem 1bid. Aves chm cunt cu- 
bitum, quaſi peraRto lztz munere zthera cancu mulcere conſucrunt, ut decurfi yel adoriendi nocturng 
juxra ac diurni temporis laudes ſuo referant Creatori- Magnum incentivum excitandz nobis deyotio» 
niS : Chuis enim ſenſum hominis gerens, non erubeſcar fine Pſalmorum celebritate diem claudere, cum 
ctian minutiflimz aves ſolenni devorione, ct dulci carmine ortus dieram ac no&tium pioſequantur Þ 
Id:m Hexam. ib 5.-ca?. 12+ Ad omne opus - ry inchoaveris facere, primam invoca Deum, er 
gratias ei age, et clim conſummaver:s illud, Gmiliter fac, Auguſt. Tom. 4 jar 2- [ag. 540. c Non 
ergo de labiis tantummods tua procedar oratio : Animo totus intende, intra in receſſum peQoris tui to- 
tus ingredere.” Non te perfunQorium videat ille, cuite placere defideras. Videat quia ex cords oras,ut te 
Ex corde orantem diguetur audirE. Ambr. de Sacra. tb. 6.4) 3. ; 
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carum, quonians * 


Generall diretions for a 


rituall behaviour, in the doing: 3. An holy carriage after= 
ward. | 
r, Forthe firſt: 1. Come not before Gad with any finne 
lying upon thy conſcience unrepented of ,, or delighted in, 
4 Cimomnitem- ſee Pſalme 66.18, 2. Neither with paſſion, wrath, or 
pore , quantum heart-burning againſt any. 3. Stirre up and quicken the 
peri poceſt Chrt- ctiveneſſe,, and particular apprehenſions of thy Þ Faith, 
lanus vir iracun- ", 4 , 
diam debeat tem- about the things deficed and deprecated. In a word, in 
Ps quando ad CODE Apoſtles words, for that is my meaning; © Lift up 
ndo ad P bu « , 7 
drations accedir 3 holy hands without wrath and donbting. Bring , 1. Refo- 
ne percurder a"t- 111tj50n againſt all finne, in reſpe& of God : 2. Peace and 
mum ſuum indig- ; "yg." : Al 4 
natio zne irz qui- appeaſed paſſions , in reſpect of men: 3. Aſſurance to bee 
dam furor imP©- heard, in reſpect of thy ſelfe. Or thus : Betore thou fall 
——eS ar ong ſhake off three empoyſoning and heayi 
Magis placico upon thy knees, ſhake off three empoyſoning an vie 
accede pectore.  hinderances, which will clog and clip the wings of thy 
moot Prayers, that they will never bee able to aſcend up unto 
exvit- Tu accedls Heayen 3; finne, anger, diſtruſt : and poſkſk thy hearc 


bs tias Of three excellent helpes, and inflaming furtherances : 


doner:ur, & alus 3, A right apprehenſion of Gods dreadfulneſle, puritie, 


-. .* . 2 , 
= x57 og power, &c. 2, A true ſenſe of thy owne vileneſſe, a. 


Duobus modis bominableneſle, nothingneſle, &c. 3. A hearty ſurvey 
—— quic. Of the infinitenefſe, and unexpreſſablenefſe of Gods boun- 
que poſlir, quod tie , bleſſings, and many compaſſionate forbearances to- 
poſter : newPe wards thee. | ; 
mala committitz 2, For the ſecond, 1.Repell with an undaunted ſpi- 
gs pecctorde I1E > reſolute contempt , Satans blaſphemous > injectt- 
non dimirtit, Ber» ONS , 1f hee bee bulie that way (and hee is ordinarily moſt 
De modo bei© £;ohtfull againſt the beſt bulineſſes,) and the rather, be- 
vyiven. Ser. 49- P C « x os d 
6 0 homo,faciem cauſe if we. þ bee rm Gmaiggemny an promo 
tuam non aude- ,._.: -r1 they are pu 
bis ad cum ar with heart-rifing and loathing , y are put upon the 
_—_ Fo werden dicigtdes 3 & ſubito accepiſti gratiam Chriſti z omnia tibi peccata dimiſſa ſunt, _—. 
tdeo-prefume, non de operatione tua, ſed de Chriſti graria- Gratia enim falyati eſtis, Apoſto. 
tus ait- Non ergo hic arrogantia eſt, {{d fides, Amb. de Sacr. lib 5. ©4%4 Inex;of. Orar. Domin, 
e x Tim.2- 8. d Solet ————_ heſtis tam ſo-didas ronnunquam & impias cogitationes infer. 
iments A hgorenk Jnr pg. anus os, cm wry or 
um 'P!oPonteo iuo A : bl a 
xes 4 x prey Vulr enjm iis , quibus invider , caflid:fſimus inimicus horrorem propoſiti ex def. 
_— facere ſanitaris : ut cos oblidente triſtitif,'erfi A propobito non 1evocar , certe recineat pro- 
3 Arguf. Epilt-124. Divel 
els 


» 


comfortable walking with God, 
| Divgl —_ and: are onely thy croffes; not rhy *findlts « Inillis cogitari- 


'Watch over 'the Werld with all care and ttmely oppdſi- Fr 
rion;that if1t be poſſible, not an earthly Þ thonyht may creepe fo animo ſugge- 
incothy heart all the while, 3. Strive to-hold "thy heart 1n mens com gn 
Heate, as well in confeſſion :asdepretarion; it gpretatibn 2s qodara renirirur 
petition ;anintercefſionas for perfrialt bleigs 3 SVEN for non ef pecan, 
puritie of heart, as pardon of finne;thiroughonr ;; though there fine conſenſu 
may be difference of heate , and crying unto God, according Onwroſes copies 
tothe neceflitie and neereneſle of the paflage tn che prayer, ciones in animd 
z0-0ur particular, or the more univerſall good dalired. Prayer Nin = ariPes 
is#he creature. of:the holy Ghoſt, every'part whiergof, wee vulr;8camen non 
ſhould heartily wiſh, andearneſtly' wraſtle ; thar Hee would pore ES 
proportionably animate as It were,and chorowly entive; £Ven culos mentis muſ. 
as the ſoule doth the body. — — 
£3 « Fs amr Ce Ee cre oy Rrepune rans in 

e after 18gs pra or; by x timely a a 10US COC= 
bends fruitfull pmrvir ry be begs tnptodvem do toeine OL ove, _ 3 _ 
occaſions,ordinances; helpes and heavenly offers, v Tinh x era de di- 
any waies concurre: to the compaſſing of thein. For-inftan phantaſmara cor- 
Thou prayeſtifor knowledge': walke cher When th hat porcarum imagi- 
dent, with 4conflantendeavour,' rr re r=: —— 
er, - all'the meants;rexding;hea k 
ſing (for eventhatalfo is ameanes-to irtcrealſe wie Bf 


Toh.7.17. —_— experimentall') catechizing, Tot the re: : exquants di- 
d Ddatndion 


tritins non ex- 


Roring of-thy underflanding with alt! > Penang +a? og 
and +. by fe of: Godvaving' Words 'Eex DpPortuti le ama Tora 
5a10797 10 21: ccato » tant$ 


ſtrigids hujaſmodi ſpiricu quaticuriet Pullartr: "Dim eng eni im Me abili icida, ab (xtcriori ſenſu. 
alitate ſe vider — um, _ colleis- A Tina ;homo qui omnia judicar, 
illius aſtutias non ignorar. Reprimit quod pore Danpoeblt repnimre, tolerat : quia 
et (i latratam canis ſuſtiner, morſum non i Lang ORE ns os ſuggerit : tunc yerd mordet, ciim ad 
conſcnſum pertrahit : ſed cam. non. ingerit., quod faggeſſir s tun non voce, ſed coronat : qui etl 
ſerrienrem cruciat, non obligat nen Fe Fon 'Bern«lib-ule pan mnltiv. tariet. cogitars 
b Quarido enim orans cogiri 'de woe: Of 4s  panciplis, de » de-potyſſionibus, de peco- 
ribus, de militia, de lucrs,/ de capfis, innntriertbvilia, qua ſuper cor incauce orantis 
aſcendunt 3 nonne tibi videtur hc ſynagoga CE ?' Chryſoſt- _ 13+ incay. jp} Math. Plerunque 
negotiator veniens ad orationem ; aut ayarus de pecunia cogitat 3 alter delucro; alter de bonore;z al- 
ter de cupiditate z et purat quod eum Dens' poffit audite ? Ambro. lib. 6. de Sacre. cap. 5-Cogitatio om- 
ns ſecuJaris et carnalis abſcedar , nec quicquam tune _— quam-id ſolum coghtct , quod precatur. 

Quz autem ſegniriaq & alienari, capt ineptis cagitationibus erprophanis; cum Dominum de- 
precais ; .quafi fir allad, chodmigis whe cogitate, gn need cum Deo loquaris- Qu TE att» 


diria Deo, ;. cur te: ip nom water? Wis eſſe Denih memottm ui; quindo ru ipſe miemor tui 
Non 'ſ13 7 Cyprian ian. de oratione Dontinica. 
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70 ' General directions for 4 
paſſe,be violent in catching all occaſions;for the enriching thy 
- Wa braine with fuch heavenly Ruffe, and hoarding up in thine 

heart ſuch hidden treaſures. 1F thow cryeft after knowledge, 
Prov. 4 34,15- faith Salomon , axd lifteff np thy voyce for underflanding,, 
Chap. 2.3. there is the prayer : -1fthom ſcekeſt her as ſilver , 


and carcheſt for ber. as for kiaden treaſures, verl. 4. there is 
the endeavour. : Then ſhalt thow underſtand the feare of the 
" ay 3. and, find the knowledge of God, verle 5. there is the bleſ- 
ing : ſee P/al.27.4. Againe, thou prayeſt to bee preſerved 
out of ill. company : thou doeſtwell.: but when thou haſt 
done,doeſt thou make conſcience of that counſell of Salomon, 
Prov. 4.14, 15. andby the power and'impreſlion thereof, 
confront and oppoſe the cunning inticements, and curſed im» 
portunities of thine old companions, & brethren in iniquity ? 
Emer not, faith Salomon, 4vto the path of the wicked; and gos not 
in the way of wicked men. Avoide tt, : poſſe nos byit 5 rarne from 
.t, and paſſe away,ec. Hee that makes Prayerthe end of Pray- 
er, prayes only to pray,and reſts in his prayer, thinking when 
that holy duty is done, that there 1s.no more to bee done, 
prayes tono purpoſe.. There muſt bee good. doings, as well 
as good duties. He that doth nat earnettly, and in'good fad- 

EF nee afterwards ſet himſelfe againſt finnes deprecated, and 


tt. 


—"” 


corrupt affte&ions, to any curfed ſinne. Andbe diligent with 
conſcience and faithfalneſf, in ſome lawfull, honeſt, particu- 
lar Calling (agood tefttmony, if other faving markes con- 
-curre of truch, and true heartednefſe, in thy generall Callin 
| of Chriſtianitie) not fo much. to gather gold, and _ 
wealth, as for neceſlary and moderate proviſion for family 
and poſteritie : and 1n conſcience and obedience to that com- 
mon charge, laid upon all the ſonnes anddaughters of Adam - 
Genes 3-u9-, = tothe worlds end ;, 1n the ſwear of thy face ſhalt thow cate 
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bread, tillthou retnne unto the ground, 1. But ever goe about = 


the affaires of thy Calling with a heavenly mind, ſeafoned, 
and ſandtified with habituall prayer, ejaculacory elevations, 
willingneſle,if God ſo pleaſe,to be diflolved, and to bee with 
Chriſt ; pregnant with heavenly matter and meditation;pickt 
out of the paſſages of thy preſent buſineſle. For inſtance ler 
the Husbandman in Seed-time, colle& this facred Soliloquie 
and heavenly thought; If-I now take not the ſeaſon, I 
have no harveſt, bur ſtarve in winter. So proportionably ; if 


I gather not Grace in this Sun-ſhine of the Goſpel, and day - 


of my viſttation, Lſhall find nothing but hotror upon my bed 
of death, and burne in hell for ever hereafter, &c. 2. In all 
the civill buſineſſes of thy perſonall Calling, let thy eye and 
aime be upon Gods glory, as the prime and principall end of 
all thy actions, 1 Cox.10:3r.-and in them ſeeke and ſerve 


that glorious end of Gods honour, not ſo' much in pro-- 


euring thine owne, as the good of Church, Common-wealth, 
Neighbours and family,8&c, 3. By earthly 1imployments, do 
not become an earth-worme, In uſing the world, grow not a 
worldling, 'and ſuch-an one as findes- more'{weetnefſe and 


pleaſures in worldly dealings,and the comming un of thy Pro» - 


fits, then in thy heavenly traffitke and treaſures through the 
practice and trade of Chriſtianity. 

I TI. Inthy folitary ſeaſons : 1. Single out ſome ſpeciall 
p—_— choyſe matter to meditate on all the while z there- 


y both to prevent the ordidary intruſion of many vaine, 
fooliſh, noyſome thoughts, impertinent wandrings,and wo-' 


- full erifling out thy precious time; and alſo to keepe thy ſpi- 
rits, and the powers of thy ſoule aworke, left as militones 
wanting griſt, grate and grinde one: another , they waſte 
themſelves in a fruitlefle barren melancholy. When canft 
thou bee alone; and not have juſt cauſe, either to buſie thy 
mind about ſome lawfull affaires of thy Calling * or wreftle 
with ſome corruption, which troubles the peace of thy con- 
ſcience, or breake outin the praiſes of God, or ſome other 
holy. paſſage of heavenly meditation, whereof there is ſo 
great varictic and ſtore 2 2, Watch and withſtand, with all 

4 ; F 4 : godly 


F'Y 7M  Gemerall direGions for 4 
x Necexprzteri- aod[y; jealoufie and care, two-dangerous evils:: 1. Thoughes 


wid noſtrd,nes of pleaſures 8 from thy youthfull inaes, and unregenerate 
_+_ —_— 9, which at ſuch times are _ to make —_ and 
oc enim moner ing aided by the Devils cunning & hearts-cor-- 
Apoſtolus, Rom. VET. ,Cager, being aided by | ro - 
5-21. Quom ergo ruptio tore-infeR and pollute thy ſoule agame with ſenſu- 
fncum%e ? > 210 lh, and renewed gualtineſſe, And inthis point take heed: 
dis cum dele@a- leſt the Divelldelude thee in the glory of an Angel; or by the 
rione tis fiſhes of h feit ligh x thy heart bis ſecret 
lone preteritis, SO is counterfeit Fe t, C 1nto 1y DEATT DIS TECreE 
"——_  — ſolitary mufi 
concupiſceatia wilde-fire, and ſparkes of lutt, For 1n thy ſolitary muting, 
ws cect thay mayekt reſums;into thy memory, the h abominations of 
gyprum, Aug. 1» thy, former life, eſpecially of that finne, which was thy mint- 
1 15057-.; yoo On-delight, and darlingpleaſure , upon purpoſe to bewaile 
rranſadas feedita- and deteſt them; and yet withouta very vigilant eye,the'De- 
16 measger carne” yill infinuating ſome fecret ticklings of wonted finnefull 
ive cabs, con ſweetenefle ; that which was intended for an exerciſe and In-- 
quod cas amem, creaſe of repentance, may: curſedly end in the iteration and 
vos wrong re-injoyment of old othy pleaſures. —_y Sond _ mts 
confef-16.2:c4-1- times of ating any new {innes,upon ſenſual ſuppoſitions, 
fade arave Imaginary plots ; as of worldlinefle, luſt, ſpeculative wan- 
ane mentis ocu- tgnneſſe, ambition. revenge, diſhonouring Gods providence 


los ſchemata tur- , : NG. -feareful accidents 
jum perperrati- DY:AR Unneceflary difkruſttull forecaſting ot frare! 

Gnum ingir : £2 open. thy ſalfey mily; goods, poſterity, the Srare, &c;. Some 

+ wing ante © ſonnes of Belial there are, who make no bones, as they ſay, 


hoc crebrius agi- of aCting all manner of uncleannefle (horrible Impuri tie 1n 
extariovis. Als Ce inward parts 1), by the meere, worke-of imagination, | 
uz  Dowino When they cannot: compaſle and-attaine; the-reall accom- - 
ages nt pliſhment of their furious and filthy projeCts1n out-ward 
etiam quz delunr aGts, and upon objects abroad, their abhominable defires re. 
peragit * Intrat- pounding as it were, with an impetuous and fatisfied rage 
met! => : 
melizs proferr, et upou their heated and envenomed paſſions, att and execute 
recipit 3 rec! any kind of villanie,uporr the 1oviſible forge of a curſedi con- 
Uur1us re- , . . | 
ſponder ; et cum templation, Its ſtrange to conlider, how many, 'who carry 
I ui) nk i li idi ſuperbiz ſubjicit, — Ho- 
di nis clamorijbus rixas in corde componit- Altus fe tyranni perbiz ſubjicit, a 
mn Amis inſulas appetit, exalrari ſuccefſſibus exquirit, ugg. 4p RO ſibi apy 
ſemeripſum ip cogirationabus depingir, ; jam quaſi .tribunali preſide z. jam. fibi parere __ b by 
Rorum vidert z jam cxteris 2d patios alis __ pe rm Aeon rn Pe af < _ 
ſemeri ſtipatus cuineis icum procedir, jaui quibus ur, con{picie 5 qui 
p45 ch - reperit, jam, alia conculcat,alia ſubleyar , jam de conculcaris ſatisfacit. odizs, Jam de. 
Cublevaris recipit tfavores, Greg. Aoral.lib. 4. caz-28+ 


aCOUN» 


comfortable walking with God. 27 


2 counterfeit heaven-in their outward behayiour, ſhauld 
harbour ſuch execrable hells 1a their kearts'! 3, Letnot 
ſuch a golden opportunitie for thy ſpirituall good, with- 
out ſome ſweet comfortable conference with thy God in ſe. 
cret.. Call and. cry out; towards Heaven for ſome fpeciall 
Graces, by which thou mayeſt bee moſt enabled to glorifie 
God mott, and to keep in thy breaſt a- cheerefull and: hea- 
yenly fpirit', as for precious and incomparable jewels 
bee purchaſed withthe loſle of tenne thouſand Worlds, but 
not to be parted with for many Worlds as thou haſt haires 
upon thy head. Begge with greateſt earneſtneſſe, and ex- 
traordinarie intention of ſpirit, mortifying grace, and {pi-- 
rituall trength, for the cruſhing and conquering of thoſe 
ſpeciall luſts , and unruly paſſions that moſt haunt thee, and: © ' 
hurt the peace of thy conſctence.. Let a ſorrowfull ſurvay: 
of all thy finnes drawe from thee ſome hearty groane, and * 


fervent ejaculations for mercy and pardon ©: or a-ſummary. 
view of Gods bleſſings and favours towards thee, fill thy 


heart with many joyfull,lowly,and moſt thankfull thoughts, 
&c; Thus, or in the like manner, let ſome part of thy ſoli-. 
tary time be ſure to be ſeaſoned with holy muſings, and talke- ' 
withGod. ct Fre bets, 5 © 03 12306 

I'V. Concerning company, I adviſe, 

IT. That thounever cattthy ſelfe into wicked companie, 
or prefle among(t the prophane, eſpecially upon choice, yo- 
luntarily and delightfully; and abide no longer with them at 
any time, upon any occaſion ; then thou haſt ſound warrant, 
and a calling thereunto. It is uncomely, and incompatible 
with a good conſcience ; It is not for the honour or comfort 
of Gods children, to keepe company, or familiarly converſe 


with gracelefle men. | 5 Vide Ja. ; 
In which point toprevent, mif-conceits and miſtakings, ee debeguus et 
conſider there is a double fellowſhip : _ > 1 
quank _— . 


cet,ſed nec male converſantes agnoſcere, Auguſt, Tome 9. paz. 1117. Sicut qui Diabolum fequitur,ſan. - | 
&orum collegium affe&u wats. 4 aſpernatur : 1raqui Deo perfe&te abalone; impiorum confortiung 
nequaquam admittit, Gregor. iz Pſal.6. Melus eld habere malorum odium, quam conſortium; Bern: bh - - 
De medo bens vivends. Serm. 60+ ' IA deb LA 
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Þ 7 have « growd x7,, Common, * cold, and more generall. In trading, bare 
of thu diſtinffion, . . WM 4 OV , 6 —— 

from amoſt tear. gayning, buying, ſelling, ſaluting, eating and drinking to- 
nedtoy audreve- gether z and1n other paſſages of humanitie,and entercourſe of 
feakes rhus + 1n CIVIILL fociety ; to which charitie,nature, neceſſitie, or the exi- 
my ge 4 gents of our generall, or particular calling doe warrantably 
#0 beyare leſt at lead us. : . 4 
«ny time we jeyne | 2, Speciall, deare, intimate: In conſultations and coun- 
Our ſelves to tho / 

5% ſels about m f ſpeciall ſecrefi teſt weight, and 
that are fooliſh & a u atters (9) pecla Ecre IC, grea e welg « , an 
wgedly. Ner char higheſt conſequence, In ſpirituall refreſhments , religious 

roger - . 
layful 50 have a. Conferences, prayer, marriage, all manner of neereſt engage- 


ny dealing with ments. Inafree unreſerved communication of their ſoules, 
them : but that we 


may met come too autuall exchange of the thoughts of their hearts, faithfull re- _ 
neere unto them : Velations of the ſpirituall ſtate of their conſciences one unto |. 
| rfaghr ooh wg another,and in ſuch like blifkefull pangs and paſlages of Chri- 


10 dwell i rhe ftian love, and ardent ſanRified affetion. | 
_ =—_ ;2 Theformer of theſe the Chriſtian muſt of neceſſitie enter- 
ther common du. CANE, and exerciſe ſometimes with the men of this world ; 
oem a except hee will goe out of the world, 1 Cor. 5.10. Butthe 
in marriage with Tecond fellowſhip is the Saints peculiar. The Chriſtian is 
ws aud bound out by the Booke of God, the Law of heaven, upon. 
counſels, 5 ro uſe 11S allegeance to his Lord and Soveraigne, and by the com- 
rbz 4 mere neere mon charter of Gods children, from converſing with delighe- 
"Ley full intimateneſſe, and from the exchange and exerciſe of 
rhi is here forbid- thoſe ſpeciall paſſages of deareſt acquaintance with prophane 


- Aogomeg oth men, children of darkenefſe,and enemies of God: for theſe 


24v.7- Nay, the and the like reaſons. 


_ 1. He thereby incurres a double hazzard : The one of in» 


ſence. There « feRtion with fin : The other,of inflition of puniſhment. 
Ces bee ) * 1. Hethat tencheth Pitch, {aith the wiſe man, ſhall bee defi- 
fing - 1. Generall ledtherewith ; and hee that hath fellowſhip with a proud man, ſhall 


&. common, wher.- . . , a : 
I he 3-709 bee like unto him, Can a man take fire in his boſome, and hs clothes 


affaires , the vey. not bee burnt.? Cana man gor pon hot coales, and his feete not 
ages et, bee burnt ? Prov. 6. 25, 28. Neither can any familiarly and 
withour our choyce intimately converſe with a prophane man, but hee ſhall bee 


or voluntary con- : 
ſents. 2+ Special, corrupted ; Ng FP 
«2 affe Fed and dfees com/any, wherein there iu conference, communication, {rivitie and familiarity. Hee 
entangleth himſelfe with acceſſarineſſe to their ſimes, danger of infeHion, liableneſſe to ſcandall, proiſs- 
nent andl frame. 

| There 


"2 IT 


comfortable walking with God. 


There isa ftrange attraQive, and imperious power in ill 
company,toimpoyſon and pervert even the beſt diſpoſitions. 
- I. By holding familiar correſpondence with lewd compa» 
nions;there firſt tteales upon a man a ſecret and inſenfible difo 
like of his:-former ſober courſes : He begins within himſelfe 
to.cenſare, and renounce his former wates of innocency, and 
harmelefſe converſation; as too reftraining and diſtaſtefull 
to the ordinary libertie of youth,and common frailtie of fleſh 
and bloud;; and as cos much dif-fweetned, and itraitned with 
unneceflary ftriftnefle and abridgement; 1: ts | 
2. Secondly, 'there lily infinuates into his heart a pleafin 
approbation,and delightfull afſentto the ſenſual courſes, 
finfull pleaſures of lewd companions. © _ . j4043 8. 
-:3. -Thirdly-, (there followes a; refolved,' and habituall 
change of afte&ions and converſation, a transfarmatian into 
the manners and conditions ef thoſe with whom hee doth ſo 
familiarly converſe. | S065 £7raalT nee) 
4. Fourthly, hee growes ill-affeSted, and diſconceited to- 
wards good men and goodly exerciſes, becauſe 1n their prgs 
phane, boyſterous, and furious conventicles of good-fellows 
ſhip, he heares them daily railed upon,  jefted at, belyed, and 
flandered ; and not a man .amongſt them to take their pai 
and to ſtand on Gods fide. And therefore by little and; litcle, 
he himſelfe is alſo transformed into a ſcoffing 1/pwae!, a biea- 
thing»eDivell, and ſo becomes at laſt, as much: the. child of 


hell, as any- of that gracelefle company and damned crews, 


Thus, and by ſuch fteps and degrees as theſe, many, many 
times eſpecially in the Yuiverfities , and Innes of Conrt, of 
good nature, honeſt difpolition, and perhaps religious edu- 
eation,are by little and little caught and fearefully corrupted, 
and at length brought to horrible and utter confuſion both of 
reputation and outward ftate, both of ſoule and bedy , by 
the infeRtious villanies of lewd and naughty companions. 
But ordinarily Gods children are noe 1n ſuch danger from 
notorious finners, and from men of ſuch deſperate and repro- 
bate converſation. For who in his right wits will run upona 
man which he dleerly ſees hath the plague-fore running _ 
2 
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| him ? Whar Chriſtian in his right mind ſpiritually, having 


any feare of God in his heart, lite in his ſoule, or tendernefle 10 
his conſcience, will delighefully thruſt himſelfe into the com- 
pany of ſwearers, drunkards , ſcorners, filthy: talkers; pro- 
phane jeſters, or any fellowes of ſuch infameus ranke ?. eſpe- 
cially ſith the ſoule is a thouſand times more capable of the 
contagien of ſfinne, then the body of any intectious diſcaſe. 
The hurt which the Chriftian doth take 1n this regard, is 
moſt from meerely civill men, as ſuch as onsly profeſle in 
forme; who being more tolerable and plauſible compani- 
ons, and yetdiſaquainted with the great Myſtery of God- 
linefle, unſeaſoned with the power of inward Galdification, 
and unpraQiſed in the waies of ſinceritie, doe ſecretly and 
inſenſibly infuſe, if not a notorious infettian with ſome ſcan- 
dalous finnez yet many times a fearefull defeRtion from zeale, 
forwardnefle , and fervencie:in the waies and ſervices of 
God. Throw a blazing fire-brand into the Snow, or raine, 
and its brightneſſe and heate will bee quickly put out and 
quenched ::let a-Chriftian but for a while abandon his holy 
conference,and comfortable communion with Gods children, 
and plunge himfelfe into the compatiy of thoſe who are bur 
cold and carelefle, lazy and luke-warme Profeſlors; and hee 
ſhall in very ſhort time find his zeale to bee very much coo- 
led, his forwardUefle abated, the tenderneſle of his conſcience 


£00 much.qualified with worldly wiſedome z much'dulneſſe 


of heart, deadnefle of ſpirit, drowzinefle, and heartleſneſſe in 
his affe&tions to holy things, and an univerſall decay of his 
graces inſenſibly to grow upon him. | 
In this reſpe&t many Chriſtians doe themſelves much 
wrong, and afflit their ſoules with many unneceflary fſpiri- 
tuallmuſeries. : For they doe ſometimes unadviſedly, by rea- 
ſon of kindred, for old acquaintance-advantage, and carna[l 
contentment, becauſe of the worldly wiſedome, immunitie 
from grofſle finnes, and-other good parts of the parties, hold 
a £00 necre.; intimate, and delightfull correſpondence. with 
fuchas:are but onely civil men, or Phariſes atthe beft, with 
whom ſpending moſt of their time, and they: wanting _ 
Ji iy: cart 
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heart and skill to uphold auy holy conferences, or to affoord 
any reciprocall or murtuall helpe , 1n che feeling paſſages of 
ſanification, are occaſions to put (3ods children out of uſe 
and ure with the language of Canaan,from the embracemenc 
of many joyfull con{iderations, and exerciſe of thoſe comfor. 
table Meditations, and holy converſation above , which 
Chriſtian company would occaſionally and ſeaſonably pur 


intothem, and keepe freſh and working in their minds; and 


by conſequent, bereave them thereby ot much zeale, comfort, 
feelings of Gods favour, .joytull ſpringings of heart,boldnes 
in their waies,cheerefulneſle in the exerciſes of Religion,and 
that comfortable fruition of other prerogatives of Chriſtiani- 
tie; which many other of their brethren doe, and they, by the 
benefit of religious companions and delightfull converſing 
with the Saints, might plentifully enjoy. 

Apprehend this paſſage aright: I ſlay, a Chriſtian may be 
much worſened and weakened 1n his graces, by companying 
too much, and converling delightfully with the-meere civill 
man, or Whited Tombes : For hee may ſpend with fuch men 
whole weckes, nay, moneths and yeares, and haye not one 
word of fanRified diſcourſe, and holy talke miniſtred unto 
him. Scarce a word to bee had from them of the Word. of 
God, and way to heaven; no conference of the fecrets of 
Sanctification, of perplexities of conſcience, of their ever- 
laſting abode together in the Manſions of heaven.. Motions 
that way would bee very irkeſome and tedious untothem :; 
fuch talke would quickly beget filence,melancholy,fadneſle, 
and a deſire to breake off company. Now the Cariſtian by 
this meanes,neither having his tongue exerciſed, nor his eares 
much acquainted with editying Chriftian diſcourſe, growes 
negle&ive of ſtoring his memory with holy things, unzea-= 
lous, and cold in the apprehenfions of heaven, dull and hearts 
lefle ro godly duties. | PEP 7e 

If thus z what infeRion then from notorious and lewd 
companions ? But above all, inchis point the fellowſhip of 
the Papiſtis moſt pernicious ; for by him a man 1s in danger 
both of having his underſtanding and judgement oorroperd 
wlit 
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; with herefie ; and his life and converſation infe&ed with im- 
piety. Th: re are two ſteps and paſſages, as it were, out of 
the ftate ofprophaneneſle, into the Paradiſe of Chriftianitie. 
I.Jllumination of the underſtanding with ſaving knowledge. 
2. SanGtification of the heart with ſpeciall grace. Now the 
Papiſt labours to pervert and impoyſon both. For common- 
Iy you ſhall find the Papift to be ſtigmatized, and branded 
with a double marke : Hee receives one immediately from 
the Beaft, a brand of Idolatrie : And Satan commonly fafteng 
upon him another ſpeciall marke, ſome notorious and '{can- 
dalous (ipne in his converſation ; as ſwearing, lying,unclean- 
neſk, the vanities of good-fellowſhip , Sabbath-breaking, 
or ſuch like, For we muſt know,that Antichriſtiani{me can- 

.nÞt produce ſanRtification ; and therefore you ſhall common= 
ly find every Papiſt to lie in ſome raigning ſinne ; howſoe- 
ver formall devotion is the higheft perfe&ion attainable in 
that Antichriftian ſtate. By Poptſh company then a man is in 
danger of corruption, both in his underitanding, and conver- 
ation : By the lewd, which yet make profeſſion of Gods 
Truth, of infe&ion with notoriouſneſſe 1n conditions : By 
meere civill honeſt men, and formall Profeſſors, of defetion 
from zeale, and forwardneſle at the leaſt. 

2. As the Chriſtian incurres by the company of prophane 
men, evident haZzard, either of infeGtion with their ſinnes, if 
they be notorious; or defection from zeale, and forward- 
neſke, if they be ſomerbing more tolerable and formall : {6 
he is every houre which he 1s in their company , without a 
warrantable calling, and juſt diſpenſation out of the Word, 
and from a good conſcience, in great danger of being invol- 
ved within the flames of the juſt confuſions, and inwrapt 
within the compaſle of thoſe outward curſes and plagues 
which Gods indignation inkindles and inflits upon wicked 
men. All prophane men, being unreconciled to God,are eve- 
ry moment lyable to all thoſe miſeries and fearcfull jadge- 
ments, which either man or divell, any of Gods creatures, or 

+ his owne immediate hand can bring upon them: They are 

onely, refpited and reſerved by Gods mercy , and ——_— 

| | onely 
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onely upon thoſe opportunities and ſeaſons, which ſeeme beſt 
and fittelt to his holy Wiſedome. Now, it when they light 
vpon them (as they may juſtly at any time) any of Gods 
Children bee found amongſt them unwarrantably andde- 
lightfully, it is righteous with God, that he receive his por- 
tion amonglt them at that time , and bee fearefully infolded 
within the tury of the. greateſt temporall viſitation. It 15 righs $c 2 Chr.20.37- 
teous with God, that 1f his owne Childe will needs bee un» 
warrantably familiar with his enemie, that hee alſobbe par- 
taker of any temporal plague,eſpecially with his enemy,even 
to the loſſe ſometimes of his naturall life. Take then I beſeech 
you the holy counſell of the bleſſed Apoftle, Epheſc5.7. Bee 
not therefore companions with them : Andlet this reaſon tright 
you out of their company : Let no mandeceive you (faith he) 
with wvaine * words : for, for ſuch things commeth the wrath * Carnal men wil 
of God npon the children of diſobedience. | For ſuch things J to. —_ of w—_ 
wit, fornication, uncleannefle, covetouſneſk, filthinefle, foo- zreciſereſe with 
liſh talking, jeſting and ſuch like. Take heede therefore of 577,97 2 
converſing with the praCtiſers of theſe uncomely things. - mwia. ould bee 
2. Secondly,there mult very ſhortly bee an everlaſting ſe/! F795 cerſ- 
paration betweene the Chriſtian and prophane men : at the rar wee may ver 
fartheſt, they mult part upon their death-beds,, and never ſee 77% 414 then bee 
one another againe unto the day of Iudgement ::and. thei zlo3es, 4s Soy 
they mult ſhake hands for world without end; For there is cell rhauy's es 
ſet betwixt them, by Gods immutable and irrevocable De- i In = 
cree, a vaſt and immeaſurable gulfe, which ſtands as faſt ang man deceive you, 
unremoveable, as God Almightie in his Throne of Majeſtieg © 
ſo that they can never poſſibly meety, | Between and. yoms tie 16s, 
ſaith Abraham to the rich man in hell, . ehere #5 great grlfa 
fixed, ſo that they which would paſſe from: hence to you, caupor. 
neither can they paſſe tows : that would come fron theyge, It at 
be ſothen, that after an inch of time, there nuz{thee.betiiga, 
them an endlefle divorce, and an unpaſlable diſtance throught 
all eternitie; ic is beſt for the Chriſtian th begid this leparatie 
on and diſacquaintance in time, andnot to repole his ſpeci 
love, the ſweeteſt and nobleſt of all his affeQtions,'.upott-am 
object where it muſt not eternally ret, nor ——— 
verſe 
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verſe with him, whoſe company hee ſhall not have hereafter 
in heaveneverlaſtingly. - Let him ever onely affoord the dea- 
reft pangs of his kindeſt affe&ion unto Gods children, and 
convey the ſweeteſt meltings of his heart, and the molt paſſi. 
onate embracements of his ſoule into their boſomes alone: for 
he ſhall bee ſure to meete them in heaven, and there the leſſer 
ſtreames of their former Chriſtian love ſhall grow into a 
mightie torrent,and falling into the great and univerſal con- 
fluence ef the united zeales and Seraphicall fervours of all the 
Saints and Angels, run with a ſweet and everlaſting current, 
into the bottomlefe and boundleſle Sea of all love and loy-ly 
excellencies, God himſelfe, blefled for ever. 

3. Thirdly, a good man converſing with thoſe which bee 
graceleſſe, doth very fouly diſdaine and obſcure, if not quite 
looſe his Cbriftian reputation and credit with good menzfor 
a man is ſtill reputed to bee of their humour and conditions, 
with whom he doth ordinarily and intimately converſe. Al 
fleſp, faith the Wiſe man, conſorteth according to kind, anda 
man will cleave te hu like. What fellowſhip hath the Wolfe with 
the Lambe? ſo the finer with the godly. Now it isa moſt dif 
gracefull and diſcomfortable thing,to be juſtly caſt out of the 
conceits and good opinions of judicious and underſtanding 
Chriſtians. 1 would have a Chriſtian never much trouble 


' himſelfe, 'or labour with too much curiolicie and intruſion, 
... cooanxioully, vexingly , and ſolicitonlly to give the world 


fatisfation,for the unjuſt cenſures, and diſconceites of wit- 


tefſe and worthleſſe prophaneneſſe ; ( onely hee may thence 
-.; tike occafionto examine his heart more narrowly, to walke 


more warily , : colive more holily, and pray more heartily.) 
Lec prophane menrage , and ſwell, and burſt,.in deſpight of 
gall, Lywould have him ſweetly and calmcly to enjoy thoſe 
bleflecomforts ,; which Gods compaſſionate hand hath put 
igohipheitt!! Bur me thigkes,he ſhould much take to heart, 
and 'beevery ſorry! forthe juſt dillike and diſconceit of true 
Chriſtzans, or for any ſcaudall taken upon good ground, from 
wnadviſedneſſe and aberration in his carriage and converſati- 
on. -Az the Chriſtian then deſires to bee dearely efteemed of 
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the godly , and tenders the preſervation of his good name 
with good men ; which i5 rather to be choſen then greater riches, 
Prov. 22.1. then precious Oyntment, Eccleſ. 7. 1. axd maketh 
the bones fat, Prov. 15.30. which indeed is the mott inefti- 
mabie lewell hee poſkfſeth 1n this life, next ui:to his owae 
Crowne of Chriſtianitie : I ſay, as hee would maincatne and 
uphold a good c pinion and conceit of him, 1n the hearts ad 
conſciences ot Chriſtians, let him flye the company of pro- 
phane men : for there is no reafon he ſhould be reputed Gods 
triend, who converſes familiarly with his profeſt enemies. 

4. No prophane man can heartrly , and direQ&ly love, and 
affeR a Chriſtian for his zeale and ſpirituall graces; nay, na« 
turally and ordinarily he diſconceits/ and hates all holy 1m- 
preſſions , wrought upon him by Gods ſanRitying Spirit : 
x. Partly by reaſon of that everlaſting unreconcileable, and 
implacable enmitie and antipathy berweene the ſeed of the 
woman, and:the ſeed of the Serpent ; betweenie'light and 
darkeneſſe; Chriſt and Belial; Grace -and-prophanenefk : 
2. Partly atfo, becauſe every unregenerate ran, though fur- 
niſhed with the beſt perfe&ions and excellencies attaineable 
1m that ſtate, thinkes, that his lukewarmenefle; and formali- 
tic ts cenſured and condemned by, the zeale and forwirdneſſe 
of the true Chriſtian; and thatif thoſe gracious endowinetits 
and holy ftrictneſſe beereall, and neceffarily required, they 
plainely proclaime che damnableneſſe'of his ettate; which hee 
ſecurely repoſes' upon, as ſufficient for ſalvation. David, a 
man after Gods owne heart; and of x{ivette' and Toving dif- 
poſition, yet was moſt heavily preſt andpurſued” with''mutch 
cauſclefle ſpite, and this hatred even for his goedneſſe': Fhey 
that hate me withont acanſe, ſaith hee, are more then the haires 
of my head : they that would deſtroy mee , and are mine enennes 

falſely , are mighty; ſo that I reſtored that which I tooke nos, 


Pſal. 69 4. Andinanother place faith hee, They that hate mee a Omnis majus i- 
wrongfully are — : they alſo that reward evill for good, are was OE 


wine adverſaries, becauſe 1 follow 3 goodneſſe. But yet under- ii 


ſtand this further in the point. The expreſſion andexerciſcof 215 3d malum, 


which 


this hatred of the > — zeale in the Chriftran, Auguſt in Pſa 
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which naturally and ordinarily lurkes 1n the heart of every 
prophane man, may bee ſometimes reſtrained for advantage,” 
and in policy; by accident, and for by-reſpets. The ting 
and furie of it may be weakened,and leſſened by the ingenu- 
ouſneſle of the unregenerate man, or by other good nacurall 
and morrall parts 1n the Chrittzan, Nay, I doe not ſee, but 
that ſometimes it may bee, as it were, quite daſht, and con- 
founded by the extraordinary innocency , and heroicall 
height of fpirituall excellencies in a good man : As Moraliſts 
ſay of vertue, that thoughit bee ordinarily attended by envie, 
as the body with a ſhadow, yet it may grow ſo incompara- 
ble and glorious, that enyie 1s glad to hide its head, ang flie 
away like a weake miſt ftrom.the Sun ſhining in his ſtrength, 
Aſſoone as vertue, ſay they, 1s growne out of ignorance, ſhee 
entreth by and by into envie, till mounting aloft, as the Sun 
being verticall abatethall ſhadowes; ſo ſhee in the top, and 
height of perfeQtion,all envie. Why may it not be ſo 1n zeale 
—_ piety, that though it bee ordinarily perſccuted with ex- 
treme hatred; yet ſometimes 1t may attaine'that extraordi- 
narineſſe, incomparabl=nefle and excellency, that hatred ma 
even hate it ſelfe,tor oppoſing ſuch unreprooveable ſanRitie 2 
Bug to, my. purpoſe : It it be ſo, that a prophane man cannot 
hy fo a Chriſtian heartily for his Chriſtianitie and 
Grace, but rather maliciouſly and mortally hate him ; what 
heart can a Chriſtian have to converſe intimately and delight. 
fully with a prophane man 2 W ho would ever vouchſafe his 
company,.and afford the beſt of his time, and deareſt of his 
affections, to a fellow, which difdaines and deſpiſes the moſt 
precious Iewell he beares about him, I meane his religious 
zealez and labours powerfully, though inſenſibly, to dimme 
the brightnefſe, and diftaine the glory of it; either by the 
contagion of his notoriouſneſle, or atleaſt, by his formalitie, 
coldnefle, and unzealouſneſſe ? 

5. Fifthly, no Chriſtian ought to enter league,or entertaine 
fellowſhip with the enemies of God. It 1s abſurd, that a 
member of Chriſt ſhould exerciſe familiaritie, and intimate 
paſſages of love with a lambe of Satan, What earthly m_— 
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could endure with patience; to ive one of his'ne: reſt ſer- 


vants, and of chiefeſttruſt, to bee converſant continually a- 
mong(t profeſt Rebels, and open Traitors to his Crowne and 
dignity;or to converſe intimately with his deadlieſt enemies? 
Would any great Man in the State, retaine any as a ſpeciall 
Favorite, who ſhould bee inward with his greateft counter- 
faftioniſt ? What ingenuous child would delightfully digeſt 
that company, wherein hee ſhould heare his father ina foule 
and ſhamefnll manner diſgraced and railed upon ? How then 


ſhould Almighty God hold him his friend, who is familiar 


with rangers to the life of God, and enemies to his Grace? 
How can that man looke for the prerogatives, and proteRi- 
ons of a child of God, who haunts ſuch company with de- 
light, where he heares daily his Almighty Father foulely,and 
ſhamefully diſhonoured, perhaps with oathes and blaſphe- 
mies, with obſ{cenities and raylings; at leaſt, with many idle 
and prophane ſpeeches ? | 

. 6.-S1xthly , converſing with prophane-men, doth croſſe 
and overthrow , a common Chriſtian dutie which is this; Is 
ak companies, either doe good, or take god, or both, For in this 
caſe, the Chriſtian both cakes hurr, and doth hurt ; hee hurts, 
1. himſelfe”; becauſe hee throwes himſelfe upon temptation, 
and hazards of being infe&ed with notoriouſnefle,if his com- 
panions be very lewd, and prophane; oy at leaſt, with forma» 
litie and coldneſle; 1f they bee bu onely. civill noneſt,, or 
formall-profeſſors.' 2, He hurts alſo others: 1, Hee hardens 
his companions in their unregenerate courſes , becauſe they 
thinke, he would not fo familiarly converſe with'them, ex- 
cept hee wete well conceived of their ſpirituall ſtate; and ſo 
they reſt with ſecuritic and confidence 1n their upregenerati- 
on. 2, Heisa ftumbling blocke to the weake Chriftian, who 
by looking upon his example, may bee led awry from the 
ſtraight path of his profeſſion, and by taking thereupon liber- 


tic.of imitation, may have. his young beginnings of Grace 


choaked and ſmaothered by the delightfull. yaniwes of good 
fellowſhip, in. the. preſſe of prophane, company. Hee 


pre | r1c3o HE 
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ſofarre forget himſclfe,and diſgrace his profeſſion, as to con- 
verſe with the enemies of God, and by his practiſe to per- 
fivade the world, that the baſe fooleries of good fellow ſhip, 
are more {ſweet and taftefull , then the glorious pleaſures of 
the communion of Saints. | 
7. There'is another reaſon, which though 1t bee not very 
obvious to mens apprehenſions,or much taken notice of; yer 
in my underftanding, it ſhould be very powerfull, and ot ve- 
ry great weight, to drive Chriſtians out of the company of 
unregenerate men, and to reftraine them from a famular and 
delightfull correfpondence, and converſing with them (ex- 
cept they have a warrantable Calling, and the teſtimony of 
their confciences to converſe with them for their converſion 
and ſpirituall good) It is this : when an unregenerate man 
obſerves, that a Chriſtian preſſeth into his companie, defires 
to ſpend time with him, and 1s well enough content to ex- 
change mutually many offices of intimate kindnefle ; hee 
preſently conceives and concludes., that ſure hee fees in him 
matrer worthy of Chriſtian company, and endowments ſuf- 
ficient to ranke him amongſt the Saints; elſe hee could not 
take ſuch contentment in his conditions and converſation. 
W hereupon hee is fearefully hardned in his preſent courſes, 
and ſettles with reſolution, confidence, and ſecuritie upon the 
plauſible deceitfulneſſe of his unregenerate ſtate z and thinkes. 
himſelfe well, that' hee'may both enjoy the pleaſares of the 
pteſent, and alſo a good teſtimony and hope of his rightneſſe 
1n the way to Heaven becauſe it 1s well knowne and ac- 
knowledged, that his companion both knowes, and walkes 
in the right path, And fith hee hath one to take part, he takes 
it not much to-heart; that other Chriſtians are more unfami- 
Har, andſtrange unto him; for' hee imputes it'on<ly co their 
fowreneſſe and unfociableneffe. Afſuredly there are many 
Chriſtians very faulty this way, aud have very much to an- 
fwer for in this kind. They famiitarly converſe with unre- 
| —_—_— men; and becaufethey would not diſpleaſe and bee 
deftaſfefull; rhey ſay tiothinng unto them of the eye of 
theircondition towards God,and of the fegrefulneſle of c = 
= caſe, 
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caſe in reſpe@of ſaluation. Hereupon they grow into a con- 
ceit, that they are well conceited of their ſpirituall ſtate, 
and ſo walke tarre more reſolutely and confidently towards 
Hell, by reaſon of their ſocictie and ſilence of their Chriſtian 
companions I thinke verily, that prophane men doe not one= 
ly ſometimes deſire the companie of Chriſtians, to win repu- 
cation from the better ſort, and to guild over the rottenneſſe 
of their converſation with ſome little tinture, and: leſſer 
ſplendour refleQed from the. glory of their Chriftianity.z but 
alſo to purchaſe ſome counterfeit cemfort totheir canſcien- 
ces, and falſe hope unto their hearts, that their caſe is the ber- 
ter towards God, becauſe Gods children vouchſafe to keepe 
company, and converſe more familiarly with them. 
$8. But above all for this purpoſe peruſe often, and ponder 

well, 1. TheeffcCtuall prohibitions in Gods Booke : 2. the 

roteſtations and praGtiſe of the Saints. 3. and puniſhments 
inflicted for familiaricie with the ungodly. For the laft; ſee 
2 Chros. 19.2. and? 20.37. For the ſecond, ſee P/al.26.4,5. « Hinc diſciaus 
Teremiah 15.17. 2 King. 3.14. For the firſt , ſee 1 Cor. 5, Priculoſam efle 
11. Epheſ.5.11. Prov.14.7. 2 Theſ, 3.6. where hee ſo- jungionin. ideo. 
temnely commands them in the Name of our Lord leſiu Chriſt, que fugienda fa- 
that they witharaw themſelves from every brother that walkes cn 
inordinately, ec. Hee aymes ſpecially in that place at idle lis, £«:«r,in hunc 
perſons ; by conſequent then, and good proportion, at - 
more notorious fellowes. If wee muft withdraw our ſelves 
from thoſe, who have leaſure to bee forall companies, ar all 
times, upon all occaſions, and are therefore accounted the 
onely companions : how fatt muſt werunne from lyars,ſwea- 
rers, whoremongers, drunkards, ſcorners,. revellers, and 
fellowes of ſuch infamous ranke 2 Pro. 4.14. where iteration 
of the ſame ſenſe in varietie of phraſe, argues the neceſlitie of 
the dutie and earneſtnefſe of the Divine Penman to perſwade; 


Enter not, ſaith hee, sxto the ph of the wicked; and goe not 


in the way of evill men, Avoid it , iſe by it ; turme from t, 
and paſſe away,, Deepe i wind" 56 of the excelleney 
and worthof the matter , or extraordinarie feryency toim- 
prefle and perſwade the point , _ many tines in Scrip- 
| | 3 eure 
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ture clothe the ſame thing with divers formes of ſpeech, - and 
variety of phraſe. 

2. Now in the ſecond place If thou defireft to converſe 
with ſome of thine unconverted kindred, friends, neighbors, 
old acquaintance, &c. for their ſpirituaf good, obſerve theſe 
three rales: 1. Let there bee good probabilitie proportio- 
nably , of mere power of grace, knowledge, fanctification, 
ſpirituall wiſedome, Chriſtian reſolution, &c. 1n thee tro con- 
vert them, then poyſon of unregenerate ſtubbornneſle, ſen- 
ſuall malice, finaefull wit, worldly wiſedome, Sazanicall ſo- 
phiſtry in them, to pervert thee. 2. See that thy heat bee 
fincere, and that in the finglenefle thereof, thou ſloke tracly 
their converſion,and not thine owne ſecret contentment : for 
i this point thine owne heart will be ready to deceive thee. 
Thou maieſt offer thy ſelfe into ſuch company, with pretence 
and purpeſe ro ſollicit them for ſalvation, & to prevaile with 
them about the beſt things; and yet before thou bee aware, 
bee plunged and inſnared in the wonted unwarrantable de- 
lights of good fellowſhip, pleaſant paſlages of wit, idle and 
impertinent follies and familiarities, which thou waft accu- 

ſtomed toexchange & enioy with them in thy unregenerate 
time. So that in lead of the diſcharge of a Chriftian dutie, 
thou mayeft both hurt thy ſelfe, and harden them, 3, As 
Phyficians of the-body arme and animate themſelves with 
ſtrong repercuſfives, preſervatives, and counter-poyſons, 
when they viſite contagious and peſtilent patients: fo in 
ſuch caſes, bee thou ſure to furniſh and fortifie thy ſelfe be- 
fore hand with prayer, meditation, the ſword of the Spirit, 
ſtore of perſwaſive matter, ſtrengbh of reaſons, and unſhaken 
reſolution, to repell and beate backe all noyſome infinuati- 
ons of ſpirituall infeftion. | 

3. In Chriſtians company, which thou ſhouldeſt prize 
thineonely Paradiſe and Heaven upon Earth;the very flowre 
andfeſtivall of allthy refreſhing time in this vale of teares, 
ever bring. 1, Acheerefull and lightfome heart. Me thinkes, 
though thou ſhouldeſt come amongſt the Saints with a fad 
heart, apd fomerhing over-caft with miſts and clouds ef 


heayi- 
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heavineſle and diſcomfort ; yer the preſence and faces of 
thoſe, whom hereafter thou ſhalt meete in Heaven, and 
there , with incomparable joy behold for ever, clothed and © 
ſhining with eminency and eternitie of glory,ſhould diſperſe 
and diſpell them all, and infuſe comfortablebeames of hea- 
venly lightſomenefle and ſpirituall mirth. I know them,who 
being caſt ſometimes full ſore againſt their wills, amongft 
profane company are quite out of their element al the whule, 
ſtrucke dead in the place, as they ſay, as ſolitary as in the 
filenteſt deſert. But let them come amongtt Chriſtians, and 
they are quite other men, as full of lightſomnefle and life, 
as full of heate and Heaven, as if they had the one foote 
inthe Porch of Paradiſe already. Sadnefle is not ſeaſonable, 
where ſuch precepts as theſe have place; Bee glad iy the Lord, 
and rejoyce , yee righteous , and ſhout for joy, all yee that are up= 
right in heart. 2. A fruitfull heart, full as the Moone with 
gracious matter to uphold edifying conference, and ſandtifi- 
edtalke. Being forward and free without any hurtfull baſh- 
fulnefl-, or vaine-glorious aime, both to communicate to o« 
thers the hidden treaſures of heavenly knowledge , which _ 
thou haſt happily digged out of the precious quarry, as it 
were of the great myſtery of Grace, and alſo by mooving 
of queſtions, and miniſtring occaſion. mutually to dravy from 
them with an holy greedineſle the waters of Life, for a rect- 
procall refreſhing and quickning of the deadnefle and unhea- 
venlinefſe of thine owne heart, And here it will bee a pros 
fitable wiſedome, to take notice of, and obſerve each others 
ſingularitie of gifts, and ſeverall endowments, and thereaf- 
ter with wiſe infinuations, to provoke and prefle them, to 
powre out themſelves in thoſe things, wherein they have 
belt experience and moſt excellency. Some are more dex- 
terious and skilfull in diſcuſſing controverſed points : others 
in reſolying caſes of conſcience; ſome, in diſcovering the 
Devils depths, and treading the Maze of his manifold temp- 
tations: others, in comforting afflicted ſpirits , and ſpeaking 
to the heart of mourners in Zion, &. I am peiſwaded 
many times, many worthy ——_— lye buried in the breſts 
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—of underſtanding men,by reaſon of the ſinfull Glence,T thinke 


I may ſay ſo,and barrennefle of thoſe about them. And there- 


- fore Chriſtians ought to bee more forth-putting, aRive, and 


fruitfull this way. 3. An humble heart, ready and rejoy+ 
cing toexchange and enjoy common comforts, ſoule ſecrets, 
heavenly conſultations, with the pooreſt and moſt negleed 
Chriſtian, If thou be haunted with the white Devill of 
ſpiricuall pride, it is likely thou wilt bee either too pro- 
digall and profuſe, and ſoingroſk all the talke , which is 
fometimes incident to new converts or counterfeits; or elſe 
too reſerved and curious, and ſo fay no more then may ſerve 
to breed an applanſe and admiration of thy worth ; which is 
a very filthy and fearefull fault, There is no depth of know- 
ledge, no height of zeale, no meaſure of Gracez but ma 

bee further inlarged , more inflamed , bleſſedly increaſed by 
conference with the pooreſt faichfull Chriftian : See Romy. x. 
12, and 15: 24, how Paxl, thac great learned and divine- 
ly inſpired DoRor of the Gentiles, ſtood affeRed irr this 

oine, 

4 V. But above all, bee moſt buſte with thy heart : for it is 
the roote that either enpoyſons or inſweetens all the reſt : 
that is the fountaine, which cauſes all the {treames of thy de- 


fires, purpoſes, affections, ſpeeches , and the whole current 


.of thy converſation, to runne either muddy orcleeere, Ply 
therefore amongſt others, theſe three points of ſpeciall and 
precious conſequence for the preſent purpoſe, with all ſeri- 


- ouſnefle and zeale. 


1. Captivation and conformitie of the thoughts and ima- 
ginations of thy heart, to the ſoveraigntie and rules of grace. 
If thy change in words, ations, and all outward carriage 
were Angelicall; yet if thy thoughts were the ſame, and un- 
fanRiked ill, thou wert {ll a l1mbe of Satan. Puritie in the 
inward parts, is the molt ſound and undeceiving evidence of 
our portion and intereſt 1n the power and puritie of Chrifts 
faving Paſſion and ſanttifying bloud-ſhed : See /ere. 4.14, 
Ifai. 55. 7. Now, that thou maieſt the better conquer and 
keepe the thoughts of thy heart 1n ſubjeRion and obedience 

| unto : 
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unto Chrift,be perſwaded and acknowledge, 1. The peſtilen= | 


cie of that wicked Proverbe, Thoughts are free. It 1s true, the 
immediate inviſible productions and projects of the heart, 
lie not withtm the walke of humane Tuſtice, neither areliable 
to the cenſure of carthly Courts and Conliftories, But there 
isan All ſeeing and Omniſcient Eyein Heaven, to which, 
the blackeſt Mid-night is as the brighteſt Noone-tide, Pſalms. 
139. 13. Which ſees our ſecreteſt thoughts afarre off, verſe 2. 
and ſets them in the light of his countenance, Pſal.90.8. Hence 
it is that many humble ſoules, ſenſible of their ſecret provo- 
king the glory of Gods pure Eye, are more grieved (ſetting 
aſide the 11] of example and ſcandall , ordinary attendants up- 
on open and viſible miſcarriages) for the rebelliouſneſſe of 
their thoughts, then the exorbitancie of their a&tions. For 
the ſting of theſe is ſomething eaſed and leſſened, as they 
thinke, by the abſence of Hypocrifie, and becauſe the world 
ſees the worſt. But concerning the other, 1t cuts them to 
the very heart, that they are not as well able to preſerve 
theirinward parts 11 puritie toward the All-ſearching Eye of 


that God, who ftretched foorth the heavens , and laid the- 


foundations of the earth; as their words and ations in plau- 
ſibleneſle cowards man , who ſhall die, and the ſonne of man, 
which ſhall bee made as graſſe. Whereas then the naturall 
mai 1s wont to let his heart runne riot and at randome into 
a world of idle imaginations, without remorſe or reſtraint ; 
doe thou make thy ſanCtification ſure unto thy ſelfe , by 
this infallivle figne, That thou ſufferett the conſideration of 
Gods All-ſecing Eye, the curbe of the laſt Commandement, 
and ciiecke of a tender conſcience, to range thy thoughts ints 
order, to confine and keepe them within a holy compaſle 
from their vaine and 1mpertinent vagaries. 3. That thou muſt 
be accountable and anſwerable for every wandring thought, 
as well as for idle words and wicked ations. Now confider 
what numberlefle ſwarmes of imaginations paſſe the Forge 
of thy phantalie every day ; and therefore, if thou bee nor ex= 
traordinarily and exaRly vigilant & eye-full over thy heart, 
chou mayclt juitly feare, that upon the opening and 1llighe- 
ng 
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ning of the booke of oy conſcience, at thoſe two dreadfull 
dayes, of Death, and the laſt Iudgement, innumerable ar. 
mies of exorbitant thoughts,which have lyen in ambuſh as it 
were, in the ſecret corners of thy deceitfull heart, will charge 
upon thee with a farre heavier account then perhaps thou 
art aware of, or haſt ſeriouily thought upon heretofore. 
3. That Gods glory muſt aſwell ſhine in thy thoughts, in 
the inviſible workings, intentions, deſires, and elevations of 
the heart; as thine outward converſation. As God exacts 
and expe&ts honour and ſervice from his Children, in words 
and workes; ſotheiris alſo a Thought-ſervice, a Thought= 
worſhip, that I may ſo call it, which is very pleaſing and pre- 
cious in his eies, as ſpringing more immediately from the 
heart, wherein he principally delights; and becauſe rhe ſe- 
crecie of it is attended with more ſinceritie. Remember there- 
fore to render with all reverence and zeale unto the Father 
of Spirits, and Lord of thy ſoule, the daily tribute of thy 
Thought-ſervice., as well as the Tongue-ſervice and Hand- 
ſervice. And the rather and more plentifully : 1. Becauſe 
opportunities , abilities, and meanes may faile for outward 
performances, but the heart 1s ever at leiſure and libertie to 
thinke nobly. No times, no tyrants, no wants or reſtraint, 
can hinder it from an invifible fruition of-Gods owne Selfe, 
with thoughts of ſweeteſt rapture and reverence, of love, and 
lowlieſt adoration ; from bathing it ſelfe in the meritorious 
Bloud of the Immaculate Lambe, with thoughts of incx- 
plicable peace, joy, and triumph; and from cleaving to the 
promiſes of life, and diving into the Myſtery of Grace with 
extraordinary deareneſle, pureſt delight,and victorious faith; 
from being as a mountaine of Myrrh and Incenſe, ſending 
up a fpirituall Sacrifice of praiſe-full thoughts, infinitely ag. 
miring and magnifying the glory and goodneſle of that 
mercitull Hand, which writ thy name with the golden Cha- 
raGters of his endeſſe love, inthe Booke of Life from all be- 
ginnings; ſuffered the deareſt and warmeſt Bloud in His 
Sonnes Heart to bee ſpilt as water upon the ground, for the 
waſhing of thy body and foule from finne ; and after a ſpan 
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of time, will ſet a Crowne of Eternitie upon thy head, com- 
poſed all of comfort, reſt, and peace, joyes, pleaſures, and fe- 
licities,&c. And alſo becauſe, beſides Gods more ſpeciall ac- 
ceptation,aud more certaine {inceritie of this inward inviſible 
ſervice; it 1s ordinarily full of more ſpiritualneſfle, intention, 
and }:fc,by reaſon that it is neereſt and moſt immediate to the 
obje& of Adoration. The beſt man, thongh hee may labour 
to doe his beſt every way , yer hee ſhall find a difference 
and degrees 1a his abilitte to diſcharge, and the executions 
of his Daties, Devotions, and ſervices towards God. His 
workes doe not ever anſwer with that exa&tnefle to his 
words : His words cannot exprefle ſo to the life,the thoughts 
of his heart: The thoughts of his heart come infinitely 7 can 
of the excellencic of God, Thoſe ftreames which are next to 
the well head, are ftrongeſt and pureſt : The thoughts of a 
ſan&ified hearc, laying hold upon, with immediate appre- 
henſion and neereft imbracements, that moſt amiable, holy, 
and glorious Object, God himſelfe, bleſſed for ever, and his 
ſweeteſt Attributes, give Him His due and reverend Attribu- 
tions, with more heartineſk, life, and heavenlineſſe, then his 
words or aCtions are wont; though all a mans beſt and ur- 
moſt, in thought, word, and deed, falls too fearefully ſhort 
of that which we owe and ought todoe, 

2. A continuall excubation and narrow watehfull guard 
over thy heart, It is like a Citie, lyable every moment both 
to inward ,commotton and outward aflaule. The fountaine 
of Ociginall impuritie , though its maine ftreame and bloo- 
dy iſſue be ſtayed, and in ſome good meaſure opt, by the 
ſanQifying power of Chrifts ſaving bloud : yer it doth fill 
leſſe or more bubble up rebelliouſly. The world doth labour 
continually with her three great battering Engines, of Plea- - 
ſures, Riches, and Honours, to lay it waſte, and rob it of all 
heavenly treaſures, The Devili watches every opp itie 
to hurle in his fiery darts, tocaſt all into .combuſtion.,” and 
thereby further to envenome and inrage the already too 
much impoyſoned vicioufneſſe and impetuouſneſſe of our 

- Forgupt nature, Precious therefore, and worthy all praftiſe, 
is 
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15 that Precept of Sa/omon : Keepe thy heart above all keeping, 
Prov.4.23, whichthou maieſt doe with more ſucceſle and 
comfort : if firlt thou watch over the windowes of thy ſoule, 
the ſenſes, as the Worthies of old were wont with extra- 
ordinary ward; See /ob 31,1, Pſal. 119. 37. It is incredible 
what a deale of pollution and 111 the Divell conveyes inſenſi« 
bly through theſe Flood-gates of finne, into their b&ſomes 
who are carelefle and watchlefle this way. To inttance in the 
eare and eie : What balles of Wild-fire, as 1t were, doth ma» 
ny an obſcene and filthy tongue ſer on fire of hell, throw tho- 
row their cares into mens hearts, with rotten and ribald talke, 
which after- begets within, worlds of ſpeculative wanton= 
neſt, and flames of Luſt ? Many falſe reports drop from the 
{landerers mouth into the eare, which after m the heart be- 
comes the curſed ſeed of heart-burning, ſpite, and mentall 
murther at the leaſt. And ſuch wicked weeds cannot but fru- 
Rifie very rankely in ſuch a naturall ſinfull ſoile. A Tale- 
bearer tels thee, that ſuch a one ſaid of thee ſoand ſo, when 
as in truth it was neither ſo nor ſo. Thou preſently there- 
upon conceiveſt thoughts of unkindnefle, difpleaſure, and it 
may bee, of rage, againſt that man that never thought thee 111. 
Heere thou ſpilleft innocent bloud for thy heart may kill, as 
well as thy tozgue and hand, It 1s fit therefore for every ho- 
neſt face to furniſh and fill it ſelfe with frownes of dittafte 
and indignation atthe approach of any Tale-teller. eLs the 
North winde driveth away raine, ſo doth an angry countenance 
abacke-biting tongue, Proverbes 25.23. Concerning the Eye, 
Davids woetull example may warne the hol1eſt men to the 
worlds end , to bee very watchfull with a moſt reſtlefle and 
eye-full jealonſie over that wandring ſenſe. An idle glance 
upon Bathfheba, was like a theeviſh boy thruſt in at a rich 
mans window, which lets in a number of villanous deſpe- 
rate Cut-throates, to ranſacke and robbe the houte ; it be- 
ing net reliſted at the firft, drew after it ſuch a blacke and 
bloudy traine that robbed his royall heart of much heaven- 
Iy wealth, and wounded his ſoule as deepely and dange- 
roully, as perhaps any of Gods ſervants ever lince, 2, m_ 
an 
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and cruſh every exorbitant thought , which drawes to ſinne 
at the very firſt ariſing. Encounter it with this dreadfull Dj- /3* aurem mril- 
: : mum —— ut af 
lemma: Say unto thy ſelfe z IfI commit this fiane, it will @eicac avimus (o- 
coſt mee unvaluably more heart-breake and ſpirituall ſmart, <a ſemper per- 
vigihque cuſtodia 
before Ican purchaſe affurance of pardon and peaee of con- aicernere cogira- 
ſcience, then the ſenſuall pleaſure 1s worth : Tf1 never repent, fixes As I 

1t will be the death and damnattron of my ſoule. See what a ny probare 
world of miſerie man brings upon himſelfe : by giving way _aos: cogent 
to the firſt wicked thought, Di/c. of true happineſſe. pag. 150, tignes alar, vel 
3. Entertaine eyer with all holy greedineſſc, and make excee- Rules 
dingly much of all gvod motions put into thy heart by the premarin mi 


bleſſed Spirit howſoever occaſioned, whether by the Mi- 
niſtery of the Word, mindfulnefſe of death, Chriſtian ad- 
monition , reading ſome good Booke, ſome ſpeciall croſle, 
extraordinary mercy, any Way,at any time. Feede, enlarge, 
and improove them to the utmoſt, with Meditation, Prayer, 
and PraQtiſe. So thou ſhalt preſerve thy heart in a ſoft holy 
comfortable temper , and heaven-ward, which is a fingular 
happinefle. ; 

- 3. Elevation, and often lifting up of the heart towards 
heaven, What Chriſtian heart can endure to diſcontinue its 
ſweet familiaritie and humble entercourſe with God for 
one day ? Letthy broken heart therefore every day, beſides 
fſolemne and ordinary ejaculations , Evening and Morning, 
and upon other ſpeciall occaſions, bee ſure. 1. To bathe it 
{elfe deliciouſly in the bliflefull depths of Gods boundleſle 
mercies in Chriſt, that it may bee happily kept ſpiritually 
merry , thankefull, and in heart to all holy duties. 2. To 
kife ſweetly the glorified Body of our crucified Lord, with 
the lips of infinitely deareſt, and unexpreſſably affeRionate 
love; though the diſtance bee great , yetthe hand of Faith 
will bring them eafily together; that it may bee preſerved 
1n peace, puritte, and revengefull oppoſition unto linne ; for 
as the application of his meritorious Bloud 1s a ſoveraigne 
Plaiſter to heale the wounded conſcience, to turne Crimſon 
andScarlet into ſnow and wooell; ſo mee thinkes a ſerious 
and compaſſionate commemoration of the deareſt effuſion 
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; thereof, ſhould be both a precious corrafive to eate out the 
| heart of corruption, and a fſpeciall preſervative to keepe 
from ſinnez fich finne was the principal 1n Nlaughtering the 
| Lord of life. 2. To caſt the eye of his hope upon the glory, 
\ everlaſtingneſle , and unutt*rable excellencies of that im- 
mortall ſhining Crowne above; which after this life (and 
this life is but a bubble,a ſmoake, a ſhadow, a thought) ſhall 
be ſer upon thy head by the hand of God: a very glimpſe of 
the goodly ſplendour and raviſhing beautie whereof, is able 
both to ſweeten the bittereſt villanies and baſeſt wrongs 
E | - from the world and wicked men; and todifpell thoſe miſts 
of fading vanities and hurtfull fumes of honours, riches and 
earthly pleaſures, which this great dung-bill of the World, 
heated by the fire of inordinate luſts , 1s wont to evaporate 
and interpoſe betwixt the ſight of mens ſoules and the blifſe 
| ot Heaven, | | 
VT. Bee very watchfull over thy moſt predominant and 
1 troubleſome paſſion ; whether it bee feare, ſorrow, love, an- 
ger, &c. Allofthem are unruly and raging enough, but yet 
commonly one over-rules all the reſt,and playes Kex (as they 
Gy) in the unregenerate man; nay, too often offers to riſe in 
| rebellion even againſtthe moſt ſanctified ſoule. 
| | W hatſoever it be, 1. In thy private morning ſacrifice, bes 
ſure to lay on loade of deepeſt groanes and ftrongeſt cryes 
:Y for mortifying grace againft 1t, and comfortable conqueſt 
| over it. Let that period and paſlage of thy prayers bee infor- 
ced and enlarged with an excraordinary pang of fervencie, 
and feelingly ſcaled, as it were, with the moſt Seraphicall 
Selah, 2. Cut off all occafions, whatſoever it colt thee, 
which may any wayes ftirre, awakenand kiidle it, With- 
draw the fewell that minrſtecrs food unto that paſſionate 
flame, though it ſhould bee as painerull unto thee, as the 
plucking our of the right eye, or the cutting off thy right 
hand. Afluredly , the pleaſures of inward quiet, and ſweete 
ſpirituall calmenefe ofhy ſo undiſtempered te, wh 10 fi- 
nitely remompence any paines in oppolitions and ret; Ince 
in that nature, 3. Conſider fertouſly beforchand, _ , 
ca 
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deale of diſturbance and unſettledneſſe the viſible exorbi- 
tancie and breaking of it out, will breed and. bring upon thy 
inward man. It will be like a dead Flie 11a boxe of precious 
oyntment, diſgrace all thy graces,and full foulely darken the 
glory of thy profeſſion, It will be like fire inthe Thatch, and 
for the while caft into combuſtion, as 1t were, the whole 
frame of thy ſpirituall building and turne the heavenly peace 
of thy appeaſed conſcience, into a bitter tempeſt, Tell mee 
whether after a lawleſle tranſgreſſion of thoſe bonds of mo- 
deration, to which thy Chriſtian reſolution hath confind it g 
and that it hath prevailed againſt thee with any notorious 
exceſſe; I ſay, whether at night thou find not thy ſpirit quite 
downe and much deaded to the exerciſe of prayer, or any 0+ 
ther evening dutie ? And if upon thy waking 1n the night, 
| there ſhould bee any terrible wind, dreadtull thunder, or o- 
ther affrighting accident, whether thy heart would not ſmite 
thee upon that occafion,with much more feare and apprehen- 
ſions of horrour ? | 

I will ſuppoſe,thy raigning,or rather rebelling paſſion(for 
I ſpeake to the Chriti1an ) to be choller and anger: and then 
firit liſten to the counſell which the very morall Sages mini- 
ſter agaipft this ſpirituall maladie, and to the rules and reme- 
dies which the light of reaſon leades us unto. 

r. Cut off (ſay they) the cauſes, and the effe& will vaniſh. 
Quench the firebrands which enrage this fury, and thou ſhale 
be atquiet : They are ſuch as theſe : | 

1, Weakeneſſe of ſpirit, unmanlinefſe of mind. Hence 
it is that old men, infants, and ſicke folkes are commonly 
more cholericke then others. Impotency and excefle of paſ- 
fion ever argues the diſgrace and inferioritie of the under 
flanding part, 'the nobieit power of the ſoule. And therefore 
if we wou'd bee armed againſt the fallies and aflaults of this 
domineering raging diſtemper,we muſt ſuffer the higheſt and 
| heavenlieſt part of our ſoule to know and exerciſe its place 

and ſtrength, We muſt not make our underſtanding under= 
lings, but give reaſon his right and regiment. 7 
2, Selfe-love,a fooliſh doting upon and adoring our ir 
| which 
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which ſprings from the curſed root of Selte-ignorance, and 
quite puts outthat light of Natures law 1n ourconſciences; 
1- oe as thou wouldeft be done by. It before thou loole the reines 
to that ſhort plirenſie,thou wouldeſt ſuppoſe and ſer thy ſelfe 
in the place of the party , wich whom thou art angry; and 
then by and doe no more then if thine owne pcrſon were 
the patient,it would bee a notable meanes to curbe thy choler, 
and keepe the credit of diſpationateneſſe and moderation, 
and make thee patiently ſuffer that which perhaps thou hatt 
often confidently offered toothers. | 
3. An overtendernefſe and delicate nicenefle in bearin 

wrongs:animpetuous impatiencie tor being abuſed: (Where- 


Immenſ> virtutis aS inſenſibilitie and contempt would better become a great 


ſpirit:) an «fﬀfeminate facilitie to bze mooved and toucht 
with every trifle. A ſpot or wrinkle upon their garment, a 


*diſh miſ-placed upon their table, ſomeerror in their dreſſing ; 


a Bird, a Dogge, a Glaſſe, &c. or ſome leſſer toy will turne 
ſome kind ot people quite out of tune , and put them out 
ef their humour, 1nto a pelting chafe., as they fay. Great 
mindes and victorious over this furious Arch-Rebell, are 
not moved. bur with great matters. It 1s a ſpeciall point of 
manly wiſedome, to pafſe by many petty provocations to 
wrath, without notice or acknowledgement, without wound 
or paſſion; and to digeſt many times the brawlings and indif- 
cretions of haſty men, with the ſame patience that Surgeons 
—_ the 1njuries and blowes of mad men, when they let them 
loud. . 

4. Credulity,lightneffe mn believing whatſoever comes firft 
tothe eare : That is the high way to hold choller ſtill in com- 
buſtion.For ſo the tongues of Slanderers, Tale-bearers,Whiſ- 
perers, Pick thankes, will proove ſo many Bellowes blowne 
by the Divell himſelfe, to keepe this fire 1n height and ful- 
nefle of flame. 

5. Curioſtic, an itching humour, and needlefle inquiſi- 
tiveneſle to know every thing that is done or ſaid. If a man 
will needs be ſo meddling, hee ſhall find matter enough to 
fill hus gall. Some men, out of this humour, are eager to 

| know 
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know what is ſaid againſt them, in fach and ſuch company, 
liſten to heare what their ſervants calke concerning them, 
and if a letrer fall into their hands wherein they think chem- 
ſelves ro'bee mentioned, - they will make no bones, againſt 
the lawes of humanitte; to breake it open. Bulie-bodies 
in this kind never want wrath'and woe. eLutigonw, as it is 
faid ofhim, was wife toabandon this vanitie. For when he 
heard two of his ſubjebts ſpeaking ill of him in the night 
neere his Tent, willed them to goe further off, left the King 
ſhould heare them. fog le 2 no $4 
6, ' Covetouſneſſe, the Cur-throar of Grace, and-canker 
6f the-ſoule, like an ar mb Woolfe, will either 
fill feed upon gaine, orclſe gnaw-upon the heart with fret- 
ting : and therefore the very lofſe of a penny, ſometimes 
the omiflion of a good bargaine, the miſcarriage of ſome do- 
meſticall trifſe;'thedeath'of a beaft, &c. witpukealy put a 
covetous man into''chofer:* for his cies are fo — thac 
oy looke onely upon the ſecondary , not upon the ſupreme 
cauſe. . | 
7. Aconceitofbeing contemned by others in word, deed, 
- countenance. Mavy are {o weake this way, that if they fpic 
butany ſecret ſmiling; rwo whiſpering together in the com- 
pany; or any talking, eſp:cially with their cies now and then 
catt towards them ; they preſently thinke ,. that themſelves 
corrinely-are; the me , and'objebt of rhgir ſornefull ob. 


ſeruation; and fo grow ſowre , our vffrune, and unfic for 


company all the while after, Such as theſe are extremely 
troubled, and take on'tothemlelves, if they have not the 
chiefe place, and upper hand at mectings, reſpet and falu- 


tatidn from thoſe that they ſalute,exadt oblervance,and obei» \* 


fancetronitheit inferionrs;the wall from all commers,if they 
de not began unto in matters of complement and ſervices of 


humanitie, &c. © 

. Arriddanceand reſtraint of thoſe and the [ike maladi 
the mind; wiltbea notable micaney*ts prevent and his 
theaflaultsand furprizall ofchie frills andfoule fiend; -. 
2. But if atany time thou _ this Viper to receiveheate 
| | in 
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in thy boſome, and that occaſions of choler are offered, then 


oh 23:75% 5 3 i 02.0520 
x. Containe thy bodie in quiet, and tongue in filence. 
The ftirring and agitation of thy body, by ſtamping.or fling- 
ing about , inflames the bloud and humours, and the 
walking of thy tongue keepes both. the - paſſionate heate 
in thine owne heart , and many times ſets.on fire thoſe. that 
thou art angry with. The barking of one Dogge ſets all the 
Curres ina towne a bawling, Thy breaking forth 1nto xa* 
ging termes, may raiſe the ſpirit of raving in others: 'And 
therefore ſilence is-a ſingular cooler to this cholericke diſtem-- 
per. If the ſwelling and boiſterous. waves .rebound-trom 
the foft and even ſands, there is no great adoe; but if 
they encounter a Rocke, they returne with great turbu- 
tencie, and turne into foame. Silence or a ſoft anſwer ſtops 
the overflowing of the gall on both ſides; but if fury bee 
ſetupon with rage, they grow bath almoſt Rarke mad for 
the time. | : 

2.. Give reafon leave to enterpoſe and refolve. It was 
good counſell which was given to Augufime z That when 
the obje& and occaſions of choler were in lus eye, hee ſhould 
not bee moved, before hee had pronounced over the letters. 
of the Alphabet. Ir is as abſurd. for a paſſion to uſurpe and 
dominecre over judgement, as for an intemperate Scold 
to juſtle a ——_ Iudge. out of his. place ; and there to 
take .on in her talkative and ſcurrill manner. If thou give 
the fwinge and reines untoit at the firſt riſing, it will pre- 
fently quite baniſh reaſon and judgement ,. and bee like a 
man that puts the Maſter. out. of the houſe, and ſets it on 
fire, andburnes himelfe alive within : or like a Ship that 
hath. neither Scerne,,.nor Pilot, nor Sailes, nor Oars, expo- - 
fed to the merey of the waves, windes and, tempeſts. in the 
midſt of a _ = 3. Divert to.ſome other buſmneſle, 
company,place, pleafant employment, thoughts of content, 
&c. Theſe are notable conlers, oder eg to lakes 


this alienace  bre', when ir firſt begins- to burne in thy 
bolome. A af bc Begins a thy 
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. . $, Habitvate thy heart, and-keepe it exerciſed and ſeafo- 

ned. with conſiderations: 1. Not onely of melancholy, a 

ferall paſſion, and other bodily diſtempers, which it natural- 

ly breeds zby ſtirring choler, heating the bloud, andthe vicall | 

ſpirits ; but alſo, even of the brutiſh deformities and ugly 24+ i 53 mi. 
diftortions with which this rage disfigures thoſe which are 3%, 
tranſported with it; 'as the ficrinefle of the eies, inflamation On ramen jeff, 
of the face, furiouſnefle of the lookes, extraordinary panting = <cw———ggg 


£0 leoke themſelves ina Glaſſe. The monftrous repreſenati- 
ons of that deformed Fury, were able for ever to fright chem 
out of their cholericke Soong 2. Of the ſweete loveli- 
neſſe, and amiable acceptation of a mild ſfionate ſpirit. 
Itis the ſinew, as it were, and.ceement of all delightfull ſo- 
ciety, the flower of humanity, the very feectnce of civill 
converſation. As it is a ſingular preſervative to keepe a 
mans owne heart in much calmenefle and quiet; fo its alſs 
2n-attraftive Load-ftone to- drave unto:him the hearts and 
loves of others. 3. Of theaime and aſpirations of mortall 
wiſedome which labours to draw a mans heartto that un- 
\(haken, conftant and comfortable _ g that beautifull 
and noble diſpoſition, which reſembles the higheſt Region of 
the aire, where there is no overſhadowing clouds, nor tem- 
peſtuous thunders, bur perpecuall faireneſſe, ſerenitie, and 


Peace. 
= have the longer infiſted upon theſe marall inſtrutions, 
purpoſely ro make Chriſtians aſhamed, who beſides the ho- 
neſt extraRions of purer reaſon, have alſo rules of Religion, 
and heavenly.remedies ; and yet are too often overtaken with 
this mencall drunkennes,as ſome calt ir. For you muſt know, 
_ thatall this while 1 meane haſty, unjuſt, and exorbitant An- 
ger, which miſſes in meaſure, ObjeQ, end,;feaſonableneſle, or 
| Othercircumſtances, For = a Ginlefle and holy Anger, 
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and therefore faith Paw/, Eph,4.26. Be ye angry, and ſine not. 
Vpon thedeſeribing and limiting of winch, it 1s neither inci- 
dentnor ſeafonable for me at this time toinſifl,, | 

Now-then ina ſecond place, for religious direQions, and 
more immediately drawne from divine learning, conkider : 

1. That all thy wrongs and unworthy uſages, all thy in- 
juries and indignities , crofles and uncomfortable accidents, 
that ſhall ever any way befall thee , are fore-appointed,, or- 
dered, and diſpoſed by Gods wile and mercitull providence, 
and that to thy ſpirituall and everlaſting good. This 
one thought, that God is ever the principall Agent, kept freſh 
andon foote in thy mind, will bee of foveraigne power to 
coole and heate backe any intemperate heate, which mi 
either riſen thine heart, or rage inthy tongue againſt his 
inſtruments; and cauſe thee many times when thou art cha- 
fing-ripe, and ready to rave, to lay thy hand upon thy mouth, 
and .ſfay unto God ſweetly with Dawid Plal,g9:9. [we 
dumbe,-1 opened not my month, becauſe thou didft #. And-not 
like a child, to beate the place that hurc it; -bue rather to 
walke more heedfully:or a fooliſh Curre,to ſnarle and ſnatch 
atthe one, never looking after the thrower : oramad man, 
to bite the ſword that ſticks in his fleſh; bur rather to: pull ic 
out foftly, and get to the noe eter was matter.and 
malice enough 1n the mouth of Shemes, to have made Devds 
royall beart naturally toriſe with implacable indignation a- 
gainſt thatdead dogge : unkindanefle and crueltie eaough:ria 
the hearts of Joſephs Brethren, to.have made him for ever un+ 
reconcileable : wrong and villanie enough in the carriage of 
the Caldeans, to have ſet Job on fire with rage and revenge 
againſt them : Bur theſe holy men by praRtife of the preſent - 
point , and fromthe ſtrength of this conſideration which I 
now commend, for the reitraint of choler, procured a great 
deale of ſweete peace and patience to their owne hearts , 
pleaſednefle and acceptation with God, admiration and-ex- 
ample ——_— : For they glanced by the meanes andthe 
men , and faſtened their eyes upon'their Maker, andthe firſt 
Moover, Joſeph lookt beyond his Brethrens barbaraus dealing 
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with him, and ſaid, The Lord ſent me before you : Iob beyond 

the Caldrans lawleſſe out-rages, and ſaid, The Lord hath ta- 

hen away : D avid beyond Shemess dogged rancour, and faid, 

The Lord hath bidden him : Teſs Chrift Himſclfe, blefled for 
ever, looked beyond the Phariſies, Prieſts, Tewes, [das and 
the ſouldiers, to his Fathers Cup, 7oh.18.11. This Cap which 
my Father hath given mee, ſhall I not drinke ? when hee com- 
manded Petey tq ſheath his ſword. This Chriſtian councell 

paſſeth that which was given to Augruſtrs : when the objets 
and occaſions of choller are in thine eie, or eare; when thou 
art any waies wronged, belyed, rayled upon, ſpurned at, or 
trampled upon by the feete of honoured infolency , or dung- 
hill malice, before thou inwardly fret, or breake out 1nto any 

impatient behaviour, ſay firſt ſeriouſly and feelingly in thine 
owne heart, This « from God, for my good: or with old E/; 
Tt is the Lord, let him doe what ſeemeth him good, 1 Sam. 3.18. 

And let it for ever ſnaffle,nay, ſweetly compoſe the haſtineſſe 

and ſowreneſle of thy corrupt nature 1n caſe'of choler. 

2, Letthe wonderfull patience of that mightie Lord of 
Heaven andearth, who is able with one word to caſt all the 
creatures in the World into Hell, nay. even with the breath 
of his mouth, toturne Hell, and Heaven, and Earth, and all 
things,into nothing : I ſay,let his patience againſt the infinite 
intolerable, and endlefle provocations of his owne moſt ob- 
| liged creatures, who like ſo many deſperate traitours, live 
and lie continually in open rebellion againſt ſo great a Ma=- 
jeſtie, bea ® Paterne and Precedent unto thee a blly WOrime, , <: pmin ne. 
duſt and aſhes, earth, or any thing that is naught; of pro- bis,s Pater Deus 
portionable forbearance (if rhere could bee any proportion <b, I 
betweene infinite and finite) toward thy fellow creatures, parizer & Parris ; 
How many blacke and blaſphemous mouthes are uncefſantly q:ia & fervor 9- 
non decer efle degeneres Qualis vers in Deo & quanta patientia, qued in cotduinrtion fa: Ber 
& honoris inſtiruca ab hominibus profana templa, 8& rerrena fizmenta, & facra Gcrilega patientiflime 
ſuſtinens, ſuper bonos et malos zqualiter'facit diem naſci et lumen folis oboriri, &c. Et cum crebris, 
imo ceatinuis exacerbatur offenſts Deus indignationem ſuam temperar, er preſticutum ſemel retribu- 
tionis diem patienter expe&tar. Cumque habar in porcitate vinditam, mavutt diu tenere paticotiam z 
ſuſtinens, ſcilicer elementer, er differens, ur fi fieri poreſt, mulrum walitia procraGa aliquando muterur, 
et hom&tm errornm & ſcelerum gontagione voluratus, vel ferd ad Domiuum'convertatur, Cyriande bons 
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open againſt his bleſſed Majeſtie 2 With what damned oathes 
doe they teare, and re-crucifie the precious Body of his glo- 
rified Sonne, which (its at his owne right-hand ? With waat 
lyes and flanders doe they revile his Ambaſſadours, and vi- 
ific his Choſen > How many gracelefle wretches doe wil- 
fully and obſtinately prophane his Sabbaths, pollute his Sa= 
craments, and turne their backes upon his Word ? How ma- 


"ny doedaily turne themſelves into beaftes, by their ſwiniſh 


drunkenneſſe, to the great reproach of mankind, and diſho« 
nour of their reaſonable nature ? How many incloſfing Nim- 
rods, and cruell Landlords, doe grinde the faces of the poore : 
N uy, plucke off their skinnes, teare their fleſh, breake their bones, 
os them in peeces as for the pot, and eate the fleſh of Gods 
people? Ina word, how many 1ncarnate Devils doe march 
up and downe the earth with hearts and hands as full as Hell, 
with all manner of miſchiefe, lewdnefle and rebellion > So 
many , and with ſuch extreme inſufferable audaciouſneſſe 
and impudency, that,as a learned Divine ſpeakes, If but any 
tender-hearted man ſhould ſit but one houre in the Throne 
of God Almighty (if it be fit ſo to ſuppoſe) and looke downe 
upon the earth, as (God doth continually, and ſee what abo- 
minations are done in that houre, he would undoubredly in 
the next ſet all the World on fire, and not ſuffer his wrath to 
be pacified, or the fire to be quenched. And yet for all chis, 
our gracious God 1n the meane time, theugh hee bee armed 
with his owne unrefiſtable omnipotencie, and a thon/and 
Charets in the Whirlewinde , though hee have ever in a rea- 
dineſle of all the Angels of Heaven, all the Devils in Hell,all 
the creatures inthe World; nay, the very hands and conſci- 
ences of prophane wretches, and all that provoke the eyes 
of his Glory with their pollutions , to bee the inſtruments 
and executioners of his juſt wrath upen their ſfinne; yet, I 
fay, our gracious God oppoſes his infinite patience againſt 
all theſe peftleſle outragious provocations, Hee ſweetly and 
fairely tempers and moderates in the meane time his mot juſt 
and caufefull indignation, to ſee if the bountifulneſle of his 
forbearapce and long ſuffering will leade them to repentance. 
ET 
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Be thou then for ever aſhamed to take on for every trifle : 
_ to breake patience upon every triviall provocation; to turne 
Lyon in thine owne houſe, and which 1s common in carnall 
worldlings, to rage with extreme folly and baſeneſfe againſt 
thy wife, children, ſeryants, cattell, or any thing that comes 
inthy way , for every crofle accident, worldly loſle, dome- 
ſticall miſcarriage : nay, many times to torture thine owne 


heart, and trouble others in this kind upon meere miſ-ta- 


kings, groundlefle ſurmizes, and miſconttruttions : but ra- 
ther rake this gracious leflon from the Lord Ieſus his owne 
mouth, 2ſatth. 11. 29. Learne of mee, for 1 am lowly of heart, 
and an example of patience from his firlt Martyr, AR, 7.60, 
Lord, lay not this finne to their charge. 

3. Let the ſweet experience ef Gods patient and merci- 
cifull dealing with thee, ſoften thine heart with a compaſli- 
onate ſenſe of other mens wealeenefles, and a melting for- 
wardneſle to forgive. If hee out of the riches of his merc 
» hath remitted unto thee row thouſand Talents , what a baſe 
wretchednefle were it to flye in the face of thy fellow-ſer- 
vant, and to take him by the throat for a» hundred pexce ? If 
he iatreated thee of all loves, and with all long-ſuftering, ro 


come into his ſtretched-out armes of merey, when thou layſt 


wallowing abominably inthe gore-bloud of thy many fecar- 
let and crimfin finnes z foughteſt on the Divels fide, to the 
lofle of the very life-bloud of thy ſoule; and every time thou 
cameſt to the Lords Supper, {hedſt the precious bloud of his 
bleſſed Sonne : what ——_ is It unto thee to fall a raging, 
and ſwell with anger, fer the meere over-light, many times, 
unwilling miſcarriage, and unpurpoſed errour of thoſe, per- 
haps, which otherwiſe obſerve thee with obſcquiouſneſle 

and loye ? | 
4. If a man will notbee mooved, with more faire and in- 
enuous motives, to maſter and mortifie this Bedlam rage(I 
peake in this paflage to him that hates to bee reformed) let 
him bee amazed, amend for ſhame ; ſith the holy Ghoſt 
hath charged every man, not to meddle, or make any-league 
of friendſhip with him, while-hee nouriſheth, and gives the 
H 4 eines 
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reines to his boſome-Rebell.. ſake no friendſhip with an an- 


gry man; aud with afurious man thon ſhalt not goe, Prov. 22.24, 


W hat a monſter is a man of anger, that Salomon ſhould ſet 
{uch a brand upon him ; whereby every one is warned to be- 
ware of him, and flie from him, as froma netling,dangerous, 
unſociable creature ? | 

A word or two of another paſſion, before I paſſe out ofthe 
point, andthat is Feare, which 1 had'not toucht at this time, 
had it bin onely a Racke, whereon the hearts of covetous,am- 
bitious,and carnall men are woefully rent, and torne,and tor- 
tured all their life long; and not alſo a cruell engroſſer of too 
much golden time even from Gods children,not without 1m- 
preſſions of much fruitleſle ſadnes,and unneceſlary diſcontent. 

The vanitie and tyrannie of this paſſion is ſpecially ſeene 
and exerciſed; 1, Inputting all reall ſtings into imaginarie 
evils, and drawing true and bitter ſorrrowes, from ſuppoſed 
ſufferings. 2.In an over-greedy apprehenſton and anticipation 
of ſorrowes to come, ſothat a man by too much forethought- 
fulnes,and painefull preconceit,doth ſuffer them many times, 
before they ſeize upon him. 

I, For the firſt, who feeles not the phantaſticalnefle of 
opinion to forge,and faſten upon him many dreadful objeRts 
which of themſelves have no vigour to vexe, becauſe no reall 
being and exience, yet truely torture and aMi&, by rhe one= 
ly ſtrength and imagination ? 

Thus one eates his owne heart with griefe for loſſe of thoſe 
riches, and that fuperfluous wealth , which if hee had ever 
{till poſſeſſed, hee would never have uſed, Another lies un- 
der the centinuall flavery of reſtleſle feare , leſt fire or rob- 
bery, ſome alteration in the State, or deſolation of warre, 
ſhould diſperſe his hoard, or hazard his temporall happi- 
neſfſe, One is haunted with much thoughtfulneſſe and car- 
king ,- what ſhall become of his children after his death, 
what men will ſay of him when hee is gone; leſt his wife 
ſhould marry after his departure. (For natarally our minds- 
are ſo-vaine, that beſides the abundance and burden of pre- 
ſeat cares, they will tranſport our defires and affetions > 
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yond our ſelves and beeing.)) Another frettingly feares,that 
he ſhall be undone ina deare yeare,orthe nextRot ofſheepe, 
and tires himfelfe with vartetic of plots for commings in,for 
many yeares to come, when many times he dies in the meane 
time, Some take up too much precious.time, from preſent 
and more profitable meditations, by trqubling their hearts, 
leſt, if the times turne , they ſhould'not bee able to endure 
the fierie triall ; whereas afterward, perhaps, they end their 
life in the peacefull noone-tide of the glorious Goſpel. O- 
thers upon thought, or talke of death, are ready to entertaine 
fearefull apprehenfions, leſt they ſhould diſgrace their Chri- 
ſtian life with an uncomfortable end, and by ſome extraor-« 
dinary temptation, raving, furious courage, lie open to the 
worlds interpretation, finiſter cenſures, and miſconftruGtions. 
of their former courſes; when as after, it may bee, they con- 
clude their daies calmely, in good memorie to' the laſt gaſpe, 


without any ſtorme, or cloud of feared-horrour and diſcom- * 


fort; (except formall diftruſtful feares juftly bring-uponrthem 
that which they feared.) For fith every one, whoſe life hath 


beene conſecrated to Gods glory with truth of heart, doth 
certainely paſſe thoxow thoſe dreadfull-pangs and laſt paine,' 


into pleaſures endlefie and unſpeakeable; hee oughtalſo to 


ſubmit with all patience and quiet, to glorifie hm, andtobe: 


ſerviceable to his ſecret ends; with what kind of death hee 
pleaſe; whether it be, 1. Glorious, and untempted: 2. Dif- 
comfortable, by reaſon of bedily diſtemper, and by conſe- 
quent, interpretable by undifcerning ſpirits : 3. Mingled of 
temptations, and triumphs: 4. Or ordinary, and without 
any great ſhew, or. remarkable ſpeeches, after extraordinary 
fingularities of an holy life, which promiſed an end of ſpect= 
all note and obſervation, _ Ws | : 

2, For the ſecond, beſides theſe utterly unneceflary and: 
meerely imaginarie miſeries z many fearefull ſpirits eſpecial- 
ly haunted with the humour of melancholy , will nor ſuffer 
alſo certaine and inevitable evils, which at length muſt needs 
befall them, to fleepe, and keepe in their ſtings, uncill the 
time appointed : but many times ayake them. by. the crie 

-- = 


- 


— 


£4 
/ 


we: 


_ 


—106 


Generall direttions for 4 


of Feare, like ſo many fleeping Lyons, and cowardly pro- 
voke them with timorous expeRation to rent their hearts, 
and ſting terribly before the time. Thus our vaine minds 
torment us more with the teare of evils, then with the evils 
which we feare; ſpurre us on with much unmanly folly, to 
meete in the mid-way ; nay to evertake, out-runne ſorrowes 
to come, and make us a thouſand times miſerable with one 
individuall mnnſery. 

For inſtance: Thou haſt a child, and, perhaps but one 
which thou loveſt moſt dearely ; for that affetion which 
would be ſeverely ſtrong towards ten, or how many ſoever, 
is united in it alone. Thou enjoyeſt a wife, whoſe death 
would bee untothee, as the lofſe of habfe thy heart; and ſo 
propottionably of any worldly comfort. Now certaine it 1s, 
thou mult at length part from all theſe, or whatelſe ſoever 
moſt deare and defireable things in this life, they muſt bee 
taken from thee, or thou from them. In this caſe then, if thou 
give way and forth unto-this faint-hearted tyrant, and ma« 
licious paſſion, it will wound thine heart many and many a 
time with ſenſe of their loſle, before thou looſe them : and 
mingle amid thy deareſt and moſt doting apprehenfions of 
their ſweetnefle and worth, many bitter thoughts of the day 
of divorce,and ſtings of much worldly griefe (for ſuch onely 
I meane)from a torturing preconceit of painfull heart-breake 
at parting. But the moſt tormenting racke.in this kinde, 
upon which this tyrannicall paſſion doth much terrifie and 
teare the hearts of carnall-men ſpecially, 1s death : It is called 
the Prince of terror, by reaſon of its owne extreme inevita- 
ble pangs; and to them allo it, is a certaine preſage to tor- 
ments without end, and paſt imagination : and therefore if 
their conſciences bee not deſperately ſeared, and ſealed up 
ſecurely with the ſpirit of ſlumber againſt the day of venge- 
ance; they are wont to die almoſt every day , by aſlaviſh 
feare of death: ſee Heb. 2. 15. O death, ſaith the wiſe man, how 
bitter is the remembrance of thee, to 4 man that liveth at reſt in 
hu poſſeſſions, nnto the man that bath nothing to vexe him , and 
dhat hath proſperitic in all things Oh-how the hearc of ſuch a 
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mandoth ſhrug together for horrour, quake like'an Afpen 
leafe, and die all the while, when this teare. doth rep 
unto it in the glaſle of his imagination,the grielly formes and 
ougly face of death, with thoſe other dreadfull circumſtances, 
as the wailings and out-cries of wife, children and friends a- 
bour his laft bed, parting from all worldly pleaſures for ever, 
rotting in the grave, dragging to the Tribunall and terror of 
the lait Day,&c ! | qu b 
Beſides theſe imaginary ſufferings,and untimely ſorrowes, 
take notice of three other baſe peſtilent effe&ts and miſchiefes, 
which this naturall, (laviſh, diftryuſtfull feare , (for that I 
onely meane in the whole point-) puts: upon a man, 1. It 
may bring upon him the thing which hee feares : by fearing 
to become miſerable, hee may become that hee feares, and 
fo turne his vaine-feares into certaine miſeries ; according:to 
that of Salomon, Proverbs 10.24. That which the wicked 
Feareth, ſhall come upon him. And that of 1f4ai..66. 4. 1 will 
bring their feares upon them, Thou haſt a wife, a child, an 
outward ſtate, an high place, which thou art immoderately 
afraid to looſe ; now this very diſtruſtfull feare derogating 
from the glory of Gods mercifull providence,which ſweetly 
and wiſcly. diſpoſeth all things, may juftly provoke hin #0 
deprive thee of them, whereas otherwiſe, thou might'ft have 
enjoyed them ſtill, 1. Ir robs and bereaves thee of the kindly 
relliſh, and comfortable enjoyment even of good things. A 
man can take no delight in the fruition of that good, which 
hee feareth to looſe. Life it ſelfe is loathſome, if a man las (12 marie 
viſhly feare to die, That good breeds the trueſt preſent con- monew qui afi- 
tentment, againſt the lofle whereof wee are alwaies prepa- due pavere 
red, And therefore thoſe who live in continuall feare to looſe 
their child, goads, liberty, life, or any other thing that is 
deare unto them, looſe a great deale of that honeſt joy. and Dax.48.47: 
allowed pleaſure they might have, even in theſe outward 
things. 3. It deje&ts and debafes his noble nature, below 
the miſeries and baſenefſe of beaſts in this point : far they 
are fenced from this folly and vanity, by the benefit of their 
weakeneſk, and want of reaſen; never re-affliting ——_ 
elves 
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ſelves with evils paſt, 'or fearing any tocome; but thorow 
their-whole life enjoy entirety and with full ſecuritie,all con. 
tentments and pleaſures incident to their natures, ſave onely 
when they are pinched with ſenſe of preſent paine, What a 
ſhamethen isirto Man , who being honoured with the ex- 
cellency of an underſtanding, reaſonable, and provident ſpi- 
rit, whereby hee out-ſhines all other- creatures, like an An- 
gel upon earth, ſhould by the abuſe and miſ-imployment 
thereof, make it a meanes unto himſelfe, to become more 
miſerable in this reſpe& then a brute beaſt ? 

Now many and {weet are the places and promiſes in Gods 
Booke, which may ſerve as precious counter-poiſons, and 
cordials,;againſt this carking venome, which haunts with too 
often infinuations, even the moſt heavenly minde; but eates 
continually like a Canker into the carnall heart : They are 
ſuch as theſe : [will never leave thee nor forſake thee, Hee 
brewes 1 3:5 . Shouldeſt thou fall intothe fiery triall, aſſured- 
ly thy mercifull God would either ſupply thee with a ſuper- 
naturall and extraordinary power and patience over that moſt 
exquiſite paine or elſe, abate and leflen the rage of the flames 
for thy ſake. All things worke together for good, to them: that 
love God; Rows $8.28; Sinne, in/its dvwne nature, is the deadlieſt 
and rankeſt poyſon to the ſoule; and in it ſelfe, the greateſt 
evill that 1s or carbeeg yet Gods infinite Power and Wiſe- 
dome, which art firſt drevy light out of darkenefle, ag a skilfull 
Apothecarie deales with poyſon, ſo orders and terfipers it to 
his, that by accident it proves medicinable ; much more doth 
Hee turne totheir nad crofles, diſgraces , lofles of earthly 
things, povertie, want, life,death, any thing,every thing God 
8& fasthfull, who will not ſuffer you to bee tempted es that you 
are able; but will with the'temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, 
that yee may bee able tobearett,1 Cor.10.13.It is Gods Childs 
peculiar, 1nthe cafe of afiftions and all future troubles, to 
expeCt ſupportation in them , benefit by them, deliverance 
out of them, Hee that ſpared nor his owne Sonne , how ſpall hee 


wot with-him alſo freely give ms all things, Row. 8. 32, If Teſus 


Chriſthe ours,itis infinitely abſurd to feare laviſhly, _ 
Ty ure 


comfortable walking wh God, 


hurt by-ill,or want of good. He 15 incomparably more worth 
then tenthouſand wortds, were they all exranc. -If thou en» 
joyeſt then ſuch a Tewell, what a curſed vanitic is it toreor- 
ture and teare thy heart with feare of any earthly lofle, or of 
ever being prevailed agaiuft by any created power? Take 
yet more ſpiritaall armour and Heroicall reſolution, againſt 
cheafſaulrs of this cowardly. Tyrant, which doth ſo unwor.- 
thily afflict the ſpirits of:men, not onely with imminent ills, 
but alſo with thoſe which are not, and perhaps ſhall never 
be, nay ſometimes, which cannot poſlibly bee, out of thoſe 
ewo ſweeteſt Pfalmes, for promiſes of future proteRien, 91. 
and 121, Eſ4:43.2. Bur the ſpeciall preſervative, which at 
this time I would commend unto you, q_ this diftruft. 
full hearts-poyſon, may bee extrabted from Chriſts owne 
words, Matth.6.74. After many ftrong and precious Argu- 
ments-againſt 'thoughtfulneſſe and: carking; our heavenly 
DoGtor' concludes, Take therefore .no thought for the morrow ; 
for the niorrow ſhall rake thought for the the things of it ſelfet ſuf 
ficieut wnto the day, uu the eviilthereof. Whenee I coHe&t and 
counſel], that the Chriſtian ought, reſpeC of any torturing 
care; or oarking forecaſt; to unire and confine histhonghts, 
the:workings and agitations of his ſpirit, tothe thannaging 
of the affaires,and maſtering the miſeries of the preſenc day, 
The Rrongeſt mind and beſt compoſed, is weake enough 
to ſuſtaine the brunt and encounter of every dayes troſkes 
Temporall troubles, or ſpirituall temprations, fightings 
without, or terrours within, are the certaine portion of Fa 
Saints in this vale of teares. And what day fo faire comes 
over the Chriftians head, wherein he ſcapes Scot-free, as they 
fay, herein? Sith therefore.every day brings foorth ſorrow 
ſufficient for the exerciſe of the retiredſt preſence of the moſt 
recolleQed ſpirit, and the heartiefſt man ſhall have his hand- 
full, in paſſing patiently and profitably thorow preſent trou- 
bles, which many times fall as thicke upon him, as one way 
in the necke of another z what a baſe and unwerthy weake- 
nefle is it, to unfit and diſable our already too weake minds, -_ 
for a comfortable diſpatch, and digeſting of daily _— 
fortable 
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fartable occurrents, by ſuch needlefle, ſenſeleſſe, fruitleſle 
diſtra&tions, yagaries of vanitie,and Vtoplian peregrinations? 
As either 1. To looſe them in the endlefle maze of imagenarie 
afflitions |: 2, Or to waſte them by untimely wraftling 
with certaine evils to come : 3. Or wound them with a 
painefull remembrance of ſorrowes already 'paſt. For ſome 
there are ſoover-greedy of grieving [themſelves, and tranſ- 
ported with tyrannicall vanitie of their owne mindes, that 
beſides their trouble with preſent, fained, and future miſeries, 
colleQ alſp matter of mournefulnefle from time paft. For in- 
ſtance: Thouhaſt loſt thy deareft child, which 1s one of the 
extremelt earthly croſles,and goes neereft the heart, but long 
ſince, ſo that.if reaſons from Reaſon and Religion aflwaged 
not the 1immoderation and excefle of thy ſorrow; yet tune 
hath worne out, and wiped away thy teates, and made thee 
weary of weeping : but notwithſtanding , «thy vaine-mind 
wall not ſuffer thatgriefe, which even length of time hath 
buried long agoe, to lye quietly in the graye, but drawes 
into conſideration, and remembers for the nonce, its ſpee- 
ches, fayour, .pretty behaviour, and other lovely circum 

ces,. to make thy heart bleed afreſh, and wring from thine 
cies new torrents of teares, &c.. Soveraigne therefore agaiaſt 
theſe Harpies and devourers of the heart, is that cogp ell of 
Chrift, which T have commended unto you-from His owne 


a Mdly c4prZ- mouth ; ſeconded alſo by the Apaſile, 0 4.9. Bee 


rived, wap 


no * carefml for natbing : That is, with tearing an 


torturing the 


papiZur Thy vie. It heart, with carking, thoughtfulneſſe, anxiety, fretting, im» 


Oo fo full of 6 Ver- 
3ng ſenſe,that Vir- 
gil 


patiency. Doe not wafte and weaken thy mind .immode- 


« faine ro ex- rately, unſeaſonably, imaginarily, untimely, and diſtruſt- 


preſſe Homers 
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full anguiſh, penſiveneſſe, and baſe proſtitution of the flower 


werd of the ſame and finew of thine immortall ſpirit, to fruitlefle and endleſſe 


Original and ſignt- 
Fieation in two 


Perſes. 


1mpertinencies and miſ-imployments. For by the way, wee 
mult take notice and acknowledge, notwithſtanding what 


Ag anim{ wi" hath beene ſaid againſt carking , and other necdlefle diſtra- 


c celerem,n 
dividit iluc :; 


Qtions and exorbitancies of vaine minds ; that a moderate, 


= = _ perme Chriſtian , provident care and. fore-caſt, is boch couveni- 
ompia veriar 


Ent , and commanded; both for proviſion of things neceſ- 


fary I 
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' fary, and prevention of dangers. . But this is notdiftrefſefull, 
8. (For *pertormance of Gods 'Commandement,, and the « quando mens 
very a&.or Obedience with fincericie,, ſhould beget much ih: r<% <> con- 
ſpirituall ſweerneſle , delight, and joy inthe heart.) Aud a vel FF 

aire, caſie; unangry, providence for things.needfull and time dam Gpiriruall wi 
to-come;;liveraned with the life of Faith, and a.patient rely. Faudio : cm ali- 
ance upory Gods wiſe and mercifull diſpoſing all gur-affaires, Gujes vel Rats 
and theit ſuccefſe, is one thing : and a refilefie carking, and probertur. Amb. 
purluxe after things m_—_— ———— and ſometimeg De Cain & Abel 
umpoſſible ,> ambuctered- with many {laviſh feares of, faingd 
or tatureevils,is another, Itis profitablealſo to gather mat- 
ter from time paſt, by contemplation of youthfull pollutipns, 
crofſes andcorre&ions for linfull courſes, companions in ini- 
quitie,. orany other aggravating circumſtances, for the; in- 
creaſe of godly ſorrow , andhatred of finne. But this 1s joy- 
full, and eaſcth' the heartz for howſoeyer carnall joy and 
ſorrow can fever conſiſt together at the ſame time ; yet 
that which is Chrittian, Þ-ſweetely ought, and may,of what 5 Perverſum ati 
ſort ſoever the ſorrow be, For firit, cauſes of it, from withe 24 yideruri do- 


ccre ſerms divi- 


foule with blefſedneſle, 1 Peter 4.14. As 5.41, HA» marore erred? 
thew 5.10, Secondly , if it bee ipward, for finne and cor- Sloriamuringuic 


in tribulationi 


pm__ deale of ſweetnefle. in the hearbes, lowers, and 


when he is rea | 
1s ſhown from che King , whereupon he burſts,out out aboun- 
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ſenſe of his owne ſafecie, It is proportionably ſo,when wee ; 
mourne for him whom wee have: pierced , 'and in Eyan- 


* gelicall — ( God hath ſo mercifully ordered all 
is 


things for his, that if they bee not wanting to themſelves, 
they may be ever merry , and finde continuall matter of re- 


. joycing* See 1 Thefſ. 5.10. Forhe well knowes what great 
needethet 


edetheir poore: hearts have of this joyfull affetiony boch 


' to ſweeten their outward ſufferings and bicernefle from the 


world;and alſo to ſeaſon their ſpirituall ſacrifices and ſervices 
unto himſelfe: ) And beſides, ic is one thing, to rake with 
our remembrance ints'the grave of buried .griefes, for ſharp. 
ning the teeth of worldly forrow, to cate our hearts: ano- 
cher thing to make our memories miniſter matter from for- 
mer times , of more humiliation under Gods mighty hand, 
deeper deteſtation of our abhominable vileneſk, and to make 
our hearts many and many a time melc againe, and bleed a- 
freſh with comfortable ſoftneſſe, and godly ſorrow for youth- 
full finnes. SE. 

V I I. Prize and ply,as a moſt ſweetexcellencie,and com- 
fortable perfeRion in Chriſtianitie, a right and religious or- 
dering of thy v__ Ic is very-materiall, and offpeciall im- 
portance, for preſervation both of outward and inward peace. 
Originall cerruption hath naturally put upen every mans 
tohgue an empoyloned berie edge, whereby like a ſword 
ina Bedlams hand , it kils and flayes on all fides, wotully 


wounds his owne conſcience, infelts and invenomes mortal- 


ly the ſoules of the preſent, mangles the good names of the 

ſent with deadly malice, and ſo bathes ir ſelfe remorſeleſly 
in continuall bloud-ſhed z (for there is heart-murther , and 
tongue-mutther, as well as hand-murther) watill:the atraine- 
ment of this grace, and mortifying circumation of ſuch an 


unruly evill. That it may theretore neither bee unſeaſona- 


bly idle, nor finfully exerciſed, beſides many other cavears, 
— laefke, take nocice of, and to heare, and 
' } $ED po £04122 PITS, 0312 FRI Ge 

I. Thatmuch and generally negle&ed. dutie of Chriſtian 
reproofe, | | 4 
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By reaſon of that generall and common fellowſhip, where- 
of I gave ataſte and touch before, (of his arbitrary and inti- 
mate company, every Chriftian makes conſcience of betrer 
choyce) which thou muſt ſometimes entertaine and exerciſe - 
with the men of this world, except thou wilt goe out of the * 
world; thou ſhalt meete now and then upon unavoydable 
neceſſitie, and by the exigency of thy calling, with men of 
intolerable converſation, and very ſcandalous diſcourſe ; and 
at anawares,and unwillingly fall amongſt ſuch companions, 
as will ſweare, blaſpheme Gods Name, talke filthily, (lan- 
der the wma raile againſt good men; beſides many 
other ſervile, baſe, and prophane ſpeeches; much froth and 
folly in this kind, Now in this caſe ordinarily, prophane 
men meddle not. They hold it a point of preciſeneſſe to 
marre the mirth, and caſt the company into dumpes of me- 
lancholy, by calling finne into queſtion. They love not (as 
they fay intheir hearts) to bee difpleaſing and unplaubble, 
where themſelves gaine nothing, and perhaps doe no good 
to the party. They are commonly old-exceltent in rayling 
upon, and {landeringa good man in his abſence; but they 
are ſtarke-naught, and no-body in reprooving a notorious 
wretch unto his face, If they open their mouth in this way,it 
15 commonly in jeft, and bravery, 1n forme, inderifion, for 
ſome Ones ſake in the company, who, they know, cannot 
endurc it; or atbeſt, out of acivill deteftation of outragions 
villany,and furions blaſphemies of Gods glorious Name. Bute 
in ſuch caſes, the Chriſtan is truely ſolicitous and zealous; 
very much troubled , and carefull how to frame and hold a 
ſerious, wiſe, and ſeaſonable contradition to the lan- 
guage of hell, which conlitteth in oathes, lying, ſlandering, 
in obſcenities, raylings, contemptuous inſolencies againſt 
the Miniſtery and wates of God, defence of Popery, and 
1n ſuch rotten and Bedlam talke. Hee dares not many times 
in ſuch company, for his heart hold bis peace, leſt there- 
by hce bee guilty in ſome degree. 1. Of the parties going 
en in ſinne. 2, Of betraying Gods glory, by-a cowardly 
and unchriſtian filence 3 and yo eare of wounding his - 
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owne conſcience. The omiſſion of the diſcharge of this dutie, 
wil ſometimes very much vexe the conſcience,and grieve the 
heart of the true hearted Profefſour z when hee is departed 
the place, and conſiders that by this baſeneſle and frailety he 
hath failed in ſo holy a duty , and beene faint-hearted in the 
cauſe of God. 

For this kind of reprooving then, and ſuch cenſuring of 
the words and workes of darkeneſſe, the Chriſtian is not to 
bee cenſured too cenſorious and preciſe. Conſcience, chari- 
ty , and Gods commandement calles and cries upon him for 
the performance of this needfull duty ; whenſcever una- 
voydable neceſſity , or the exigency of a warrantable calling 
ſhall have caſt him upon prophane wretches, and impriſo- 
ned him for the while amongſt fellowes of lewd diſcourſe, 
and graceleſſe carriage. Except they bee Dogs, or Swine: 
Chriſt himſelfe hath commanded , that Pearles and holy 
things ſhall not bee caft away upon ſuch. Give yee nor, ſaith 
hee, that which ts holy unto Dogs, neither yee your Pearles 
before Swine, Matthew 7.6. See alſo, Proverbs g.8. and 
23.9. 

The ground of this Commandement of Chriſti I take to 
be two-fold : | 

1. A deare, compaſſionate, and tender-hearted care of 
God, even over the temporall lives of his children. Beſides 
the glorious Miniſtery, and continuall guard of the bleſſed 
Angels for their preſervation, that they hurt not their foote 
againſta ſtonezhis own alſo All-ſeeing and All-pitying Eye, 
doth ever graciouſly watch over them, to keepe them as 
dearely as the Apple of his owne Elie ; and therefore hee for- 
bids them to caſt themſelves deſperately 1gto the mouth of 
a- barking Dogge , or upon the paw of a revengefull and 
bloud-thirſty Lyon : that 1s, hee would not have his child to 
youchſafe ſo much as a reproofe to any blaſphemous wretch, 
or deſperate Swaggerer, that would turiouſly fiye 1n his face 
for offering him a Pearle., 

2. An holy jealoufie over the glory and Majeſtie of his 
owne blefled Word. Iris that.boly Wiſedome, which iflued 
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farre more pure and unſpotted then filver tryed in a turnace 
of earth, fined ſeven-fold. Itis a ſacred Pearle, framed and 
faſhioned by His owne Almighty hand in the Palaces of 
heaven, which onely by an invitible and inſpired power.can 
raiſe thoſe that are dead in finnes and treſpaſſes, to fpirituall 
life : Rop the bloudy 1flue of originall corruption, and pre- 
ſerve the ſoules of men in everlaſting health. Ina word, it is 
the Word of od, and therefore moiſt unworthy to bee tro-. 
den under foote, or trampled in the mire by any ſenſuall 
Swine : thats, no waies to bee vouchſafed to thoſe hatefull 
and Swiniſh wretches, who out of a malicious ſottiſhneſſe 
entertame ſo glorious a meſſage from the mightie God of 
heaven with contempt and ſcorne. 

Theſe two reaſons of the Commandement lie in the Text: 
Give yee not, ec. leſt they trample thems under their -” and 
turne againe and rent yow, W hence wee have alſo ſome light 
todiſcerne who are Dogs,who are Swine. 

1, By Dogs, wee ſee, are meant obſtinate enemies, that canes igirur hic 
malictoully reyile the Miniſtry of che W ord,the DoGrine of fgniticarhomines 
God, and the Meſſengers thereof; who doe.not onely tread years mmedica. 
the words of inſtruction and reproofe under foote, but alſo bili;pemque om- 
turne againe, and all to rend the Teachers, and furiouſly flie 572 converfonis 
in the face of thoſe who fairely tell chem of their taults. Con- bences , Chry/o#t. 
fider this and tremble, all yee that are become ſcornefull and 7,24 7 
furious oppoſites to the power and puritie of the Word, and 
bloudy goades 1n the fides of the faithfullett Miniſters, Alas, 
poore wretches,torlorne Caitites, you caſt your ſelves deſpe- 
rately into that accurſed and horrible condition, that every 
good man is bound 1n conſcience not to affeord you fb much 
as an admonition, or reproofe, or a caveat to prevent thoſe 
curſes which are comming upon you And you wilfully draw 
upon your owne heads thac mott tearcfull doome from Gods 
Spirit, and trom the Church of God ; Hee that # filthy, let Revel22. rt. 
him bee filthy ſtill. He that is a Swine, let him bee Swinith 
ſtill; Hethat railes agaiuft the power of Grace, let him con- 
tinue ſtill a mad Dogge. Hee that ſets himſelfe malicioully 
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againſt the Miniſtery ofthe Word ; Iet that man receive no 
comfort or benefit by the Word of Life. If hee will needs, 
let him roare ſtill, ſwagger, bee drunke, deſpaire, die, and be 

damned. 
m_——— 1 2, By Swine, are meant thoſe ſottiſh ſcurrill wreeches, 
uriz jugier com- who doe ſcornefully and contemptuoully trample under foor 
morantes,70% 2 11] holy inſtruRtions, reproofes, admonitions tendered unto 


ne omnes hujuſ- : k 
modi do@ring them out of the Word of Truth. 


Foes 74emitr , 1+ Some of theſe are Swine, as it were, onely in praiſe : 
they doe not ſay much, or keepe any great grunting againſt 
good men; but they feed unſatiably , though lilently , upon 
the droſſe and filth of ſenſuall pleafures and carnall content= 
ments: andifat any time a Pearle bee cat in their way; I 
meane a ſcaſonable reproofe miniſtxred unto them , they 
trample it in the mire, and with a bruitiſh baſenefle tread 1t 
under foote; becauſe indeed they hat2 to bee reformed, and 
are ſottiſhly and ſtubbornely refolved, not to exchange theſe 
worldly pleaſures which they have in preſent oilon and 
purſuit, tor the glory of an hundred heavens, which Prea- 
chers ſo much talke of, but they cannot talte of, or tell when 
to come thither. 

2. Ocher Swine there are, as it were both in praiſe and 
profeſſien; who beſides their hating to bee retormed, and 
obſtigate reſolution not to forgoe their preſent pleaſures, or 
forſake their former waies, are alſo poſleſied with a ſpirit of 
ſcoffing. Theſe are rather wild Boares: for with a turious 
and G1ant-like inſolency and outrage, they provoke, and. 

See Iſai.5.19. & Challenge the mighty Lord of heaven, about the truch of his 

2P,3-3>4 Tudgements and Promiſes, making a mocke of them. 

Let all ſenſuall and Swiniſh wretches conſider this, ahd 
tremble; who with (infull greedineſk feed upon earthlinefle, 
and Epicuriſme, and hate to bee reformed ; who wilful- 
ly wallow in the mud and filth of vaniſhing pleaſures and 
will not bee waſhed z who many and many times come unto, 
continue at, and depart from the houſe of God , with a ſet- 
tled purpoſe and refolution,nor to ſuffer their hearts to be ma= 
ſtered by che power of the Muultery, or to change their old 
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faſhions, ſay the Preacher what hee will : butto live, and end 
their daies, intheir ordinary former courſes of prophaneneſle 
and good-teilowſhip. They may reade their doome and ven- 
geance that dogs them at the heeles, P/al.50.21,22. 

Curſed alſo 1s the condition of all you that are ſcoffers at 
godlinefle and good men, You have wearied your ſelves fo 
long in walking and ftanding 1n wicked wayes, that youare 
now ſet downe atreſt inthe chaire of ſcorners. And therefore 
all thoſe that ftand on the Lords fide, are commanded by 
Chrit , there to leave you in your damned caſe, and to dif- 
quiet you no further. And what an horrible depth of ſpiri- 
tuall miſery 1s this; That you runne furiouſly towards the 
pit of hell, and muſt have no body to ſtay you; ndt a manto 
call and cry unto you, to tell you, that the fiery Lake 1s a lit- 
tle before you ? : 

Though we have thus much light from the naturall pro- 
perties of Dogs and S wine,to deſcrie and delineate thoſe fel- 
lowes, to whom,by Chriſts commandement, Pearles and ho- 
ly things,admonitions and reproofes are not to bee youchſa- 
fed; yet Chriſtians are ſore troubled many times how to be- 
have themſelves, when to ſpeake, when to hold their peace, 
whom to repute Dogs and Swine, whom not; when upon 
ſome unavoydable neceſſitie,or by the exrgencie of their Ca[l- 
ling, they are unwyllingly , and unawares plinged into the 
company of prophanie wretches, whoſe ordtnarie talke is the 
language of Hell ; oathes, ſcurrill;efts, jeſting upon the holy 
coverſation of the Saints,flandering good men,di{pracing the 
waies of ſinceritie,and ſuch other baſe,and Bedi#m diſcourſe. 

Bur I doe not fee; how any confſtant-yales, or immurable 
directions can be given for Chriſtian carriage im this cafe; it 
is ſo variable, and cloathed with ſuch varietie of circumſtan- 
ces, and conſtancy of alterations. The advice which T would 
give1a this point to the Chriftian, is this :! when he is per- 
plext, what to do in this regard amongft {yp company z 
lethim conſult with thoſe boſome counſeltours, looke unto 
his ſpiricuall-wiſedame; to his heart; and tohisfonſcrence. 
Theſe muſt be his guides, and informers in theſe cafes : and 


I 3 they 


Ws. 


General direttions for 


they are counſellors ever at hand,he carries the in his boſome. 

1. His ſpirituall wifedome 1s to guide him in a right ap« 
prehenſion and diſcretion of circumſtances, and to define the 
opportunitie and ſeaſonableneſle, when hee 1s to interpoſe, 
and in what manner to oppoſe againft their furious and rot- 


ten ſpeeches. It mult cell him ſecretly,and ſuggeit unto him, - 


when the cauſe of God, or the innocencie of a good man 
calls ſpecially upon him for an apologie, and at what time he 
hath a calling thereunto. It mutt informe him how hee muſt 
reprove : whether directly and downe right, or by intima- 
tion, and indireCtly ; whether perſonally, or in the generall ; 
whether ina faire or milder manner, or with a more bold 
and reſolute ſpirit; whether perſonally upon it, and in hoe 
bloud, as it were, or afterward to take occaſion to cenſure 
the ſame ſinne,with aggravations of the odiouſneſſe and dam- 
nation of itz whether onely by diſcountenance, or diſcourſe ; 
by a filent diſapplauſe, which I thinke, may bee ſufficient for 
ſome men,at ſome times,in ſome companies,or with ſolemne 
proteſtation,and a profeſſed oppoſition and dillike, &c. 

2. Let him alſo looke to his heart : That bis reprofe 
ſpring not from any imperious humour of cenſuring , and 
medling with his brethren; from a proud veine of contra- 
difting, and controlling others ;. out of a Stoicall ſowreneſle, 
and commanding ſurlinefſez from any _ to diſgrace, 
and grieve the partie ;z from a formall afte&ion of Phariſai- 
call ſeveritiez from a ſecret ambitions deſire of purchafing an 
opinion and reputation of forwardneſfle , by beeing forward 
in finding faults ; or from any other by-reſpe&t : but from an 
heart truely humbled with ſight and ſenſe of-its owne infir- 
mities, zealouſly thankefull unto God for preſerving him 
from the like outrage, and exceſfle in finne; gracioutly refol- 
ved into compaſſion and commiſeration of the offender; lif- 
red up in a ſecret ſapplication for the pardon of its owne lin, 
ſucceſſe of the reprofe, and ſalvation of the partie all at once 
unto the Throne of Grace, &c. | 


3. His conſcience muſt guide, and hold him in the righe 


path, and golden meanc betweene two. extreames , which. 
ord» 


UM 


hi comfortable walking with God, 


ordinarily in theſe caſes men are apt to incurre: I meane, 
faint-hearted ſilence, and furious-zeale. 

1, Men many times, by reaſon of a finnefull irreſolution, 
and unchriſtian cowardlineſle, would gladly make all ſuch 
offenders , Dogs and Swine; that thereby they might chal- 
lenge the priviledge of exemption from the diſcharge of that 
Chriſtian dutie of reproofe. Thaugh their cares bee filled 
with the oathes and blaſphemies of thoſe that are about - 
them, and grated upon with graceleſſe raylings againſt good 
men, and foule diſgracements of the waies of God; yet they 
never open their mouth; as though there could bee any. no- 
bler obje&, or exerciſe of the beft eloquence, and greateſt 
courage, then the juſt defence of Gods glory, and Chriſtians 
innocency. Oh ! theſe are vile cowards in good cauſes, and. 

a kind Of traitors to the ſtate of Chriſtianitie, By ſuch ſinfull 
filenee, they labour to purchaſe a name: of No-meddlers un. 
other mens matters; of mercifull men-to their Brethrens.n- 
firmities; of plauſible companions; of wiſer and more mo-- 
derate Chriſtians. But.let them know, that ſuch No-medling 
15 a kinde of ſoule-murthering ; ſuch mercifulneſſe 1s crueltieg 
ſuch plauſibleneſſ is pernicious, ſuch wiſedome 1s not that of 
the Scripture. commended by Chriſt; þut the wilynefſ of 
that red Dragon, ſuggefted by Hell. -ti20 
* Nay, ſome men are ſo ſtrangely lewd and graceleſle, that 
they can heare, anddigeſ with patience and filence, - the 
oathes and rotten ſpeeches of their ſeryants, and perhaps, 
their 2 ſonnes, without any contradition, gr corredtion. In «Audis filics blaC 
their owne families, ſome, perhaps, ſweare,: others. talke fl- pm Pa- 
thily, ſome raile again the Miniſtry, -others jeſt upon the yoann 
linceritie of the Saints, &c, and yet the wicked: Governour Nebuchedonofor 
ſayes never a word. But in this point, my purpoſe is princi- poui* tines, 
pally to counſell Chriſtians; I meddle nor;at\this. time. yyith dicts,Si quis dix- 
uch Synagogues of Satan and dennes.of Atheiſts, . i _ . - ;.,1 po Pheniam 

2. Some others, it may bee, but they are notneere fo'ma- &c- in inrerirum | 
ny, may runne into the other extreame, and out of a ſpiritu- — rom 
all foole-hardineſſe , as it were, and furious: zeale, with-an 
1mperious, and unyarrantable boy ſerouſnale tlie aacxgee* 

BY. ; 4 
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of fome deſperate Swaggerer, with an undi geſted and unſea- 


- ſonable reproofe : whereby they both incurre the guilt of 


giving an holy-thing unto-a Dog, and unneceflary danger 
from the graceleſſe furie of rhe Partie, Or elfe for want of 
ſpiritualt wiſedome,and an holy diſcretion of circumſtances 
they may tender an admonition to-ſome ſuch contemptuous. 
fwinih wretch, which will paſſe over, and put by the preci- 
ous ſeveritie of the Word of Trath with a ſcurrill jett; or 
witha dull, and ſcornefull fortiſhneffe trample under foote 
that ſacred-Pearle. - = TSIGTT: 
 Though-it bee no conſtant charafter of Dogs and Swine, 
yet commonly thoſe deſperate wretches; towhom by Chrilts 
commandement, we mult give no holy things,are fellowes of 
dogged;ſowre, and contratted countenances, eſpecially to- 
wardstrue Chriſtians ; and have a kind of deſperate furiouſ- 
neſſe 1mprefled-upon their foreheads, which 1s then moſt vi- 
ſible, when they are croit in theirvillanies, andiheare of any 
contradiction, or condemnation of their graceleſſe courſes 
and contemptuous carriages. And thoſe Swiniſh Gadarexs, 
before whom wee mult calt no Pearles, are fellowes of a flee- 
ring, gibing and-ſcornefull carriage, eſpecially towards good 
men,and godly:exerciſcs : they areſo drowned in fenſualitie, 
and gleued tothe earth; that they dee not onely deſpiſe , bur 
alſo deridethe precious things of Heaven. As I take it, ſen- 
fualitie, andearthly mindednefle, mingled with a great deale 
of Acheiſme,. begetteth in men this ſorrrſh ſwiniſhneſle, and 
bruitiſh-contempt of the bleſſings of Grace, and diretions to 
everlaſting blifle,. © me 
Theſe premomitions and cautions premiſed, and obleryed, 


' every Chriſtian ought-co addreflo himſelfe with reſolution, 


and conſ{cience'to diſcharge this Chriſtian dutie of reproo- 
ving , whenajuft oxtafibn':and & calling thereunto doe re- 
quire and exaCtitat his hands- For theſereafons : 

Firſt, inreſpe& of thepattie offending, | 

I. Afcaſonable reproofe, mingled and ſanRifed withthe 
fprrit of invocation and compaſſion, may, by the bleſſing of 
God; bee ati: occafion-of coaverfion tothe offender. _ 
s -Y . 


comfortable walking with God. 


ſer him know, that hee which converreth the finer from the . 
erronr of his way , ſhall ſave a ſonle from death , and ſhall bide 7ames5. 20. 


a multitude of his finnes, And it is the molt glorious worke in 
the World, and the nobleſt imployment under the Sunne, to 
have a hand in the holy bulinefle of faving a ſonle. Ler 
hope then of doing ſpirituall good to thy brothers ſoule, bee 
the ſpeciallaime, and-aprincipall morive of performing this 
dutie. There is a Law, Exod. 23. 4,5. that 1f a man meere 
his enemies Oxe, or Aﬀe, going attray, he mult bring him a- 
gaine: Ithe ſees hisenemies Aſle lying under his burden, he 
mult helpe him up againe : How much more deare and pre- 
c1ous in our cies ſhould the immorrall ſoule of our Brother 
be, then the Aſle of our enemie > If wee mult turne backe the 
ſtraying Oxe of our enemie, and lift up his Aﬀe,, when hee 
is cruſhe under his burden ; with what eagerneſſe and zeale 
ought we to-labour, to ſtop the furious courſe of a reaſonable 
creature towards the pit of Hell; and to put our helping 
hand to raiſe up that ſilly ſcule, which by reaſon of the heavy 
weight of its-ſinne, 1s full ſorely bruiſed and bleeding, ready 
even to breathe out its lalt, and linke into the miſerie of end- 
lefle horrour ® Speake then boldly in the cauſe of God, when: 
thou heareſt thy brother blaſpheme his Name, jeft wich his: 
Word , talke filthily, raile againſt holinefle , fdander good: 
men, pleade for prophane paſtimes, &c. for they are ſo many 
mortall ſtabs into his owne poore ſoule; beſides the naturall. 
infeiouſnefſe of rotten ſpeeches, which may doe much- 
miſchiefe tothe ſtandersby. Though thy reproofe prevaile 
not atthe preſent; yet thou knoweft not what impreſſion. 
and working 1t may have afterward upon his hard heart, 
whereby perhaps he may happily thinke upon a new courſe,, 
and of converſion toGodz and 74 thou be a blefled inſtrument. 
of ſaving a ſoule. 

2. Bur ifit have not ſo happya ſaccefſe upon. his ſqule,, 
yet it may be, thou mayeſt thereby tame and take downehis- 
inſolency ; fo cut his combe by a ſeaſonable contradiftion, 
that hee doe not carry it away bravely, ſs coole and con-: 
found his ſwaggering-tiumour , that he:doe not: glory in _ 
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Proy.16:5+ 


Proy.10.7 


Iude 23.) 


villany,that he doe not pride himſcelfe in his blaſphemies, and 
bloudy oathes, in his contempt of Grace, and other outragi- 
ous outcries, Anſwer a foele, ſaith Salomon, according to his 
fooliſhneſſe, left hee bee wiſe in his owne conceit : leſt hee bee too 
proud.It a deſperate and prophane wretch will needs ſweare, 
and ſwagger, and raile againſt the ſervants and ſervices of 
God, yet let him know, that all the while, hee fights againſt 
God, damnes his owne ſoule, and pleaſes none but Devils, 
Drukards, and devilliſh men. If hee will needs labour to bee 
famous, by a furious oppoſition to the Nimiſtery, and wates 
of God; let him know, that his name ſhall rot after him as 
vilely, as his carkeiſe in the grave, and himſelfe burne in Hell 
everlaſtingly z if he hold on inthat humour without tunely 
repentance and reformation. | 

3. Thirdly, at the leaſt, thou ſhouldeſt thereby increaſe, 
and aggravate his inexcuſableneſle , and fo glorifie the Tri- 
bugall of Gods Iuſticez when it ſhall there appeare, that be. 
ſides many other meanes afforded, and offered unto him by 
(Gods merciesz thou alſo didſt lend him thine hand, to 
have puld him our of che fire, and gaveſt him one call to have 
Nayed him in the furious and wilful purſuit of his own dam- 
nation. But becauſe hee ſtill hated to bee reformed; becauſe 
varietie of meanes for his amendment, made him more mali- 


* Cious, and obſtinate in his owne waies; and that contradi- 


Gtion, and counſell to the contrary inflamed, and ſet on fire 
the luſtfull viciouſneſle of his corrupt nature , to hunt more 
greedily after forbidden pleaſures ; therefore Ifay, he will be 
more and more fearefully aſhamed, and confounded at that 
great and fearefull Day : and the more occafions he hath had 
of his converſion, the juſter cauſe then will hee ſee of bis de- 
ſerved confuſion; and by conſequent more glory will accrew 
unto the glorious Tribunall of Gods Tuſtice. . 
Secondly, in ſuch caſes the Chriſtian muſt ſpeake in reſpe&t 
of himſelfe 
1, When the aire isimpoyſoned with any infeCtious va- 
pour, 'men uſe to fill their ſenſe with ſome Pomander, or o« 
ther ſweete perfume, that ſo they may decline the. gg 5 
| | nefle 
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neſe of the ſmell, and repell the contagious infinuation : ſo 
when any prophane wretch hath let fall any rotten ſpeech, 
the Chriſtian with a preſent counter-poylſon, as it were, of a 
ſcaſonable reprofe , ſhould ſtop his owne apprehenfion, leſt 
any baſer inteCtion infinuate, and ftaine the ſoulez and to 
preſerve in heart and life, a freſh and ftrong oppoſition of the 
heart and afteCtions to all ſuch lewdncfle and ſcurrility. 
2, Silence atſucha time will ſeeme to bewray either thy 
cowardlineſle in the cauſe of God or hypocrifie in thy pro- 
teſſion, For it will ſeeme ſtrange, that thou which makeſt 
ſhew of ſtanding on the Lords fide, and profeſleſt thy ſelfeto 
bee a party in that glorious Communion of Saints, ſhouldeſt 
heare the name of God prophaned in a baſe atid blaſphemous 
manner, and the innocency ſometimes of a good man carried 
intriumph by the flanderous tongues of wretches, and tram- 
pled upon; as it. were, even unto duſt, by the feete of pride 
and malice; and yet never open thy mouth. As thou there- 
fore defireſt to preferve the glory of thy Chriſtian reputation 
entire and ſhining, and hold it thy crowne and honour to bee 
Champion unto the mightie Lord of heaven, a ProGtor in his 
Spirituall Cauſes, and the Protector of the good names of 
good men; tobee ever ready to open thy mouth when a juſt 
apologie inany of theſe reſpe&s is needtull and required at 
thy hands, I 2 | 
3. If thy conſcience bee inlightened, awake, tender, and 
rightly infbrmed, it will ſmite, and checke thee after the o- 
miſſion of ſuch a duty ; when afterwards thou confidereſft 
with thy ſelfe,that by thy cowardly and unſeaſonable filence, 
thy ſoule is entangled in the guiltineſſe, and hath incurred an 


accountableneſle for that ſinne. As thou then wouldeſt keepe 


all in quiet at home in thine owne boſome, and till poſlefle 
the paradiſe ofa peacefull heart, ſuffer not blaſphemies , ob= 
ſcenities , rayling , and other ſuch ribald , and rottentalke 
paſſe uncenſured, and unſorrowed for. Nay, and in ſo do- 
1ng, befides the unyaluable comfort of a peacefull conſcience, 
thou ſhalt alſo purchaſe unto thy heart a ſound teſtimony 
of that gracious tender-heartednefſe,. which is wont to un 

amd 
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and reſolve the hearts of Gods children into compaſſion and 
commiſeration inſuch caſes : and which they uſe to expreſk, 
and exerciſe eyen toward the lewdeft wretches, and ſuch ag 
have no pity upon the ſpiritull miſertes of their owne poore 
and wofull ſoules. See 1 Sam. 15.35. andI6.1. leremg.n. 
Phil. 3.18,19. 2 Cor.12.21. Z#k.19.41,42. &c, It wag 
the dogged,and damned voyce of cruell and curſed: Cain, to 
lay , Am 1 my brothers keeper ? But every true and tender- 
h-arted Chriſtian doth grieve to ſee ſo many of his brethren 
ſticke faſt in the clutches of that roaring Lyon, and betweene 
the teeth of that Red Dragon ; and therefore labours by all © 
meanes he can, to reſcue them; to ſee ſo many about him 
runne as faſt and furiouſly as they can, to drowne themſelves 
in the pit of endleſſe perdition; and therefore as occaſion 
ſerves, calles and cryes untothem to ſtay their courſe, before 
the helliſh Gulfe of confuſion and borrour hath ſhut her 
mouth upon them. 

Thirdly, in reſpe&t of thoſe which be preſent : 

1. By thy ſpeaking in ſuch a caſe, thou mayelt lay, as it 
were, the ſpirit of prophaneneſle for that time; ſo that it doe 
not rage,and over-rule in the reſt,as otherwiſe it would. For 
wee may ſometimes obſerve, that a ſeaſonable reproofe paſ- 
fing froma man of underitanding with reſolution and au- 
thoritie , upon afellow that ſo behaves himſclfe, as though 
ſwearing were his profeſſion, and traducing the Saints, his 
Trade, doth ſo quell and confound the ſwaggering humour 
of the reſt of the ſame crue in the company, that they are 
guite put out of their humour, as they ſay, perhaps hang 
downe their heads all the while, and thinke 1n their hearts, 1f 
once they get out, they will come no more amongit ſuch 
preciſe fellowes which cannot abide an oath; or where they 
cannot have their fling and force in their prophane villanies 
and curſed revelling. 

2. Thou mayett hereby hold inthe weake, that they bee 
not ſcandalized. 

3. Thou mayeſt hold up the hearts of ftronger Chriſti- 
ans, that they bee not grieved and caſt downe with the [do- 
mineering 
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mineering of prophaneneſle, and out-ſwaggering rage of Sa. 
tans Reuellers. | 

Fourchly, in reſpe& of God Himſelfe : 

1, Thatthough the daies wherein welive, bee ſtrangely 
prophane, and deſperately naught; and this old age of the 
world is peſtered withall the pollutions, and abbomioations, 
which the courſe and current of all former ages have conyei- 
ed and carried into it; though 1niquitie mightily abound with 
much tyranny and triumph,and tearefully prevaile inall pla- 
ces; yet Iſay, that it may appeare, that God hath ſome to 
ſpeake for Him, That though Satan, more is the pitte , hath 
innumerable ſwarmes of knights of the Pot, as they ſay, 
that are ready at a becke to doe him any deſperate ſervices 
yet, netwithitanding here and there God hath a Champion, 
who feareleſſe of the face of man, Care with an undaunted 
__ holy reſolution, defend His wales, and ſtand on His 
fide, | 

2. But above all, let that ſtrict charge from Gods owne 
mouth, ( * Levit.1 9.17. T hoy ſhalt not hate thy brother in thine « Tertul.hunc lo. 
heart : tho ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, and not ſuffir © _ . de 

fone upon him :) fright and fire every one ofus out of our tervs; Tudzis hae 
finnefull ſilence and cowardlinefle this way, and keene us pen Lib. 4. 
with reſolution and forwardnefle, to a ſeaſonable difcharge ; "7 LEY 
ofthis holy duty, 

Take notice of a three-fold duty, which lyes upon every 
Chriſtian tn his carriage towards men n their preſence, and 
before their faces: 1. Chriſtian admonition:; 2. Chriſtian 
reproofe : 3. Chriſtian Glence , and forbearance in ſuch 
caſes. 

1. If a brother bee overtaken with a fault, or ſome lefle 
offence, we are to admoniſh him in the ſpirit of meekenefle, 


b Gal.6.1 6 Non agitibi de 
ven . irriforibus cumil. 
2. If hee offend more grievoully , wee are freely to re- lis duriter agen- 
proove him ; and not to ſuffer finne to reſt upon king, —— To beg 
Levit. 19.17. 19+ 3 San. 


3. If hee beea ſonne of Beall, a ſcoffing Iomael, adog, 
or aſwinez wee are commanded by Chriſt toſay nothing; 
Aatnth. 
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| they are very ſharpe-ſighted into the 
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Matth. 7. 6. Neither private admonition, nor brotherly re. 
proofe 15 to be youchſafed to deſperate ſinners or prophane 
Rufhans, who would entertaine it with crueltie or ſcur- 
rility. 

II. Obſerve a ſandifeed ſilence; from 

1. Raſh cenſuring , which1s ſeverely cenſured by Chriſt 
Himſelfe, and ſer as a viſible Brand upon the face of the Hy- 
pocrite. Let it everbee onely the peeviſh povertie of thoſe 
who are naught , and moſt obnoxious themſelves; of Pha- 
riſes and faiſe-hearts, to be the greateſt finde-faults; uncha- 
ritably to entertaine cauſelefle diſconceites, and to paſſe raſh 


cenſures againft thoſe, who are farre berter then themſelves, 


Which they ordinarily doe : becauſe, 
1. They were never truely humbled with fight and ſenſe 

of their owne ſinnefull and accurſed tate, They never trem- 
bled, nor were thorowly frighted with the wrathfull coun- 
tenance of God, for their infinite pollutions and provocati- 
ons of the eles of his glory. Their conſciences were never 
awaked out of their dead ſenſuall fleepe, by the Trumpet 
of the Law, nor received any ſpeciall and particular illumi- _ 
nation from the ſanQifying Spirit. Ina word, they have no 
terrour , no trouble , no worke or buſinefle at home about 
their owne finnes, in their owne conſciences, and therefore 
they have leaſure enough to looke about them , and are full 
enough of ſinfull curiofitie, and unneceſlary medling, to pry 
and enquire into other mens courſes and carriages; of malice 
and ſpightfulneſle,to miſtake and miſ- interpret ; of pride and 
peremptorinefle, to proclaime many times with great noiſe, 
and ſelte-applauſe, their owne idle malignant forgeries and + 
fancies,for faults of thoſe, who are much more righteous then 
they. Whenthey looke forward, or any wales about them, 
fſhions and failings 

of others ; moſt exact in obſerving their neighbours waies; 
Eagle-eyed, to pierce beyond the Moone ; to ſpie the leaſt 
moate mm the Sunne.I meane, the ſmaleſt infirmity in the moſt 
glorious Saint : Nay, they are of ſuch a refined and ſublima- 
ted eie-fight, that they can diſcerne ſome errours and exor- 
bicancies, 


hb 
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birances, eſpecially in Profeſſours of Religion, which never 


had any exittence. But when they ſhould reflect upon them-, 


ſelves, and turne their eyes to contemplate and conſider their. 


owne cerruptions, there lyes a great beame of hypocriſie be- 
tweene them and themſelves; ſo that they cannot peſlibly 
{ee ſo much,as thoſe huge mountaines of many.crying ſinnes, 
which fall heavily prefle downe their owne ſoules towards 
hell; thoſe numbred ſwarmes of beaſtly, luſts, which rage 
remorlleſly within their owne boſomes. | 
2, It is a point of their hypocriticall policie,cunningly,and 
. confidently to impute thole ſinnes unto others, which are 
groſſely predominant in themſelves;that thereby they might 
purchaſe an opinion of a ſuppoſed innocency, and freedome 
trom the like faults, For when they cry out with great 
noiſe and clamour upon other men, they thinke they till the 
Cry, and ſtop the mouth of their owne tinnes; and labour to 
fatten a perſwaſion upon their owne hearts, that fith they, 
with ſuch confident, and bold faces reproove and cenſure 
others, others will not, out of the congruitie of a chari- 
table ingenuouſneſſe thinke them ſo ſhameleſſe, as to be juſt- 
ly lyable to the ſame imputations : except ſome few .wiler, 
and more judicious Chriſtians , who are able by fpirituall 
experience, to diſcover the depths and myſteries of their 
hypocrifiez and for ſuch they eare not much : for in point 
of reputation, they relye moſt upon the common ſort, and 
greater part. | 
3. Itis the naturall humour of an hypocrite, to be ſuper- 
cilious and cenſorious. Pride is no where more naturally 
bred, proudly ſeated, and highly enthroned, as 1n his hearc, 
And therefore it is his common practiſe ro haunt after eſti- 
mation, by diſgracing and diſabling others. Sith hee wants 
worth in himlelfe, hee labours to ſhine by darkening others, 
miſconceiving that every detraction from other mens repu= 
tations, 13 an addition to his owne. | 
4. They hold it a point and proofe of forwardneſle, to bee 
forward in finding faults. As though the flame of an holy 
zeale were enkindledin any mans heart, onely to give _ 
Lgnt, 
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light for the diſcoverie of other mens ſinnes, and not as a fa- 
cred fire, toburne up the noyſome luſts which boyle in his 

owne breſt, | 
Thus,and upon ſach grounds as theſe, it is the hatefull pro- 
pertie of Hypoerites and. ſelfe-guilty ones; and a common 
marke of their cruell ſeveritie, to wade deepely into the 
ſearch and cenſure of other mens wayes, and to gore very 
bleudily into the conſciences of ethers , whereas they never 
purged their owne. But true zeale ever caſts the firſt ſtone at 
a mans ſelfe, and pluckes the beame out of his owne eye, that 
he may better diſcerne and drawe the moate out of anothers 
eye: I meane, a ſincere heart 1s ever moſt cenſorious and 
evere againſt it ſelfe;moſt ſearching into, and ſenſible of its 
owne ſinnes; prying with ſpeciall curioſitie and inquiſitive- 
nefle, into the endlefſe maze of its owne wicked windings 
and depths of guile. Though it heartily and unfainedly deteſt 
all frane in whomfoever; yet its owne iniquities and pollu- 
tions ſticke cloſeſt, and go neereſt, and beget 1n it a more par- 
ticular and extraordinary 1mpreſſion'of remorſe and loathing. 
The reaſon 1s, it hath truely taſted the terrours of a wounded 
conſcience, beene ſcorched with the ſecret ſenſe of Gods an- 
gry face, and formerly full ſorely cruſhtunder the moſt grie- 
vous burthen of innumerable finnes. It knoyes right well, 
by wofull experience, what bitterneſle of ſpirir, and anguiſh 
of ſoule ſprings naturally from the retyred ſurvey of ſcanda- 
lous tranſgreſſions in cold bloud. It feeles from t1me to time, 
deadnefle of heart, leflening of graces, lofle of comfort to en- 
ſue upon every grofle relapſe, or willing fall. It finds too 
often, to its much griefe , that if it foſter and nuzzle 1n it 
ſelfe any ſenſuall corruption or ſecret luſt, the Lord will 
not heare it prayers. It is full well acquainted with: the 
unvaluable preciouſneſſe of a peacefall conſcience and Gods 
favourable countenance , which ic cannot poſſibly enjoy, if 
it liedelightfully in any one finne againſt its knowledge, &c. 
This being the experience, exerciſe, and conſtitution of an 
=—_ heart; it is moſt angry and difpleaſed with, moſt 
agle-ey'd and watchfull over, moſt firict and ſevere againft 
its 
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its owne ſinnes. Which home-imployment happily hinders 
and moderates a man from too much meddling abroad. | 
This world of worke within, about his owne ſoule , in -; 
diſcovering , oppoling, and mortifying his ewne unruly | 
luſts and rebellions, ties his tongue from being ſo bukie in 
cenſuring other mens faults, As therefore thou wouldeſt 
have a true teſtimony of taking thine owne finnes to heart, 
and having beene ſincerely humbled under Gods mightie 
hand thy fſelfe, my a conſtant and 'narrow watch over 
thy tongue: be very ſparing in ſpeaking the evill which thou _ . 
knowelt by others : judge no man raſhly, out of ſpleene, hy- ole aliens: 
mour, paſſion, pride, prejudice, Phariſaiſme, &c. or of his us judex,aut curi- 
figall ſtate. For all ſound Converts and truly mortified men 2, ©P!oruor » 2 
defire and labour to be very charitable, mercifull and ſeaſo- I 
nable in their cenſures. Conſciouſneſle of their owne cor- 
ruptions, makes them compaſſionate towards others in this 
kinde. | 

Objeft, Yea, but ſome will ſay, howſoever you put it up= 
on prophane men and hypocrites; yet it 1s well knowne, 
your Profeſlours are the onely ſhrewd cenſurers, very ſight- 
full, and ſevere aboutother mens faults, and are ſtill ready 
upon all occafions, by their peremptory judging, to ſend afl 
others unto hell ſave themſelves,and thoſe of their owne ſe, 
as they ſpeake: (And fo was the way to heaven ſtiled many Ads 28.22. 
a yeare agoe. ) I | 

Anſwer, This I grant, is many times the: prophane mans «= 
cenſure ef the true Chriftian, and therein he diſcovers him- 
ſelfe to bee a true hypocritez for with much bitternefſe and 
malice hee cenſures fincere-hearted men, to bee cenſorious, b 
when himſelfe is the onely unconſcionable Criticke and cen< 
ſurer, Hee reprooves Gods faithfull Ones for reprooving, 
when himſelfe full often amongſt his companions, out of a 
pang of imperious choller , and 1mplacable- hatred-to holi. 
nefle, condemnes for counterfeits , without all ground , os 
truth , thoſe whom the Lord himſclfe juſtifies for true- 
hearted Nathaneels , and paſſes ſentence of guiltineſſe and 
grolle hypocrikie, after they be caft by a jurie of Ale-knights, 
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2cquitt;: 21 20571 : 
To Ulighten a little, and re&ifie thy judgement in this 
point of private judging ; conceive with mee :; 

1. Firit, that all judging and cenſuring 1s not cenſurably 


condemned : But that when a man with an evill minde-. 


judgeth amiſſke and uncharitably of others for ſome evill 

end. Wee may judge the tree by his fruit. If we ſee a fellow 

conſtant and 1ncorrigible 1n his lewd rebellious courſes, eyi- 

dently infamous for rotten fruites, hangingout in the open 

ſight of the Sunne as darkeneſle, ſwearing, uſury, whore- 

dome, perſecuting the power of godlineſle, fcofling Rehigi- 

on, unrighteous dealing, &c. Wee may , leaving his finall 

doome to the Searcher of all hearts, judge and cenſure him 

for the preſent to bee Gods enemie, and in a moſt wretched 

e Cri judging eſtate. But in ſnch caſes, beſides juſt cauſe, bee ſure of a war- 

re T4. rantable calling, covſcionable © end, and no beame in thine 

"Hrize, called them Owne 4 eye. 

= amygny 7, oe 2, Secondly, let us take notice of ſome differences: be. 

eiples : tweene the true Profeſſors, and prophane mans cenſuring. -It 
Mar. 23: 1,227: differs, in reſpect, 

Herod, Foe, fr IT, Of the Objedt. The principall aime and obje& of 

_ i; 24; Carnall mens cruell diſconceits; and bitrereſt cenſures, is the 

1Mauþ-7-5-., . Zealous Profefiour.  Dogged tbey. are enough many times 

amongſtthemſelves,abour worldly affaires, and maliciouſly 

inter-teare one another, like wild beaſts; mutuall bawlings 

about earthly things, wrongs, encrochments, underminings, 

coozening, over-reaching , ambitious contentions, &c, fill 

cheir hearts with much gall and greedinefle of revenge, their 

mouthes with Mmutuall barking at, and biting one another. 

Bur to the people of God, 1n their Bedlam fits, they are not 

| onely Dogs,but even enraged Divels,and ſwell with the very 

venome of Hell, the overflowing whereof doth drowne all 

private diſcords. Herod and Pilate behaved themſelves before 

like twoangry Maſlives one againſt another; but when op- 

portunitie was offered, they purſued Chriſt with reconciled 

malice, and united forces, Putup an Hare before-two Grey. 


hounds 


upon thoſe, whom the Higheſt Tribunall doth mercifully 


UM 
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hounds ſnarling about a bone, and they will both doggedl 

concurre in the purſuite of that harmelefle beaft. Ir is juſt f 
with graceleſſe men againſt Gods Child : and ever the more 
forward hee is in the yarrow way , the more furioufly is hee 
perſecuted by the ſpight of tongues. The moſt reſolute for 
Gods glory, and in good cauſes, is ordinarily moſt rayled 
againſt, and reviled. The foule ſpirit of good-tellowſhip , as 
they call it, is ſtill foaming out againft Gods chiefeſt Fayou- 
rites, the fouleſt cenſures : That they are hypocrites, humo- 
riſts,faioniſts,traitors,peſtilent fellowes,and all that naughe 
is. David was ſo charged by Sawl and his Courtiers: Jeremy 
by the prophane Nobles : the godly [ewes by Haman : Nay, 
Chriſt himſelfe by the Scribes and Phariſees : Paul by Ter-= 
tulls : the Primitive Chriſtians by the Heathens: and all that 
will live godlily in Chriſt Ieſus,mutt looke for the ſame por- 
tion, the ſame perſecution amongſt the men of this world ; 
even to bee moi? vile, and contewptible in their conceits and 
conſtruftion. There is no creature that ever God made, noe 
Satan himſelf excepted, which 1s more malicionlly ſer againſt 
and cenſured, then good men. Neither ſhould any bave fo 
bad a name as they, could the helliſh miſts of virulence 
rongues obſcure and ſtaine the glory of their reputation, If 
ſentence ſhould paſſe upon the godly at that laſt and great 
Day, according to the verdict of them that art not friends 
or parties, wee ſhould certainely all be caft and condemned, 
not a wan freed and acquit.. But bleſſed bee God, the 
- Searcher of all hearts, the Almightie ProteRour of all in- 
nocency , whoto the ſhame and contuſion of all fpighefull 
oppoſites, will witneſle for us at that higheſt Tribunall z and 
then at the furtheſt b-fore men and Angels, will bring forth 
our righteouſneſſe as the light , and our judgement as the 
Noone-day. Oh that I had ſome to heare mee ! faith Job: 
Behold my ſfigne that the Almightie will witneſſe for mee + 
though mine adverſarits ſhould write a booke againſt mee, 
&6c. And in this itching humour of miſ- cenſuring the ſer- 
vants of God, the wicked are ſo wilfull and eager, that 
rather chea ghey will wane matter , they will moſt _ 
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and unworthily ſnatched. from the invenomed tongue of a 
Tale-bearer; from the ſlanderous folly of ſome ſcurrill Teſter, 
the frothy raving of a greaſie drunken Ale-houſe hannter, 
nay rather then faile, forge it out of a ſuſpicious ſelfe-guilti- 
nefſe in their owne prophane fancies, and ſuck it, as they ſay, 
out of their owre fingers. But letthem know, that when a 
ſn of Belial cenfures a ſincere: Profeſſor, it 1s as if the darkeft 
nooke in Hell ſhould find fault with the Moone, that great 
Light of Heaven, for thoſe little ſpots in her face, whereas 
otherwiſe ſhe is a faire and goodly creature: as if the moſt 
loathſome dunghill ſheuld challenge the faireſt garden for 
unſavourineſſe, becauſe there is here and there a weede amidft 
varietie of other fragrant flowers : as if a worthlefle lumpe of 
droſſe ſhould cenſure an angell of gold, for want of a graine 
or two 1n weight : as. if a fellow almoſt eaten up with the 
« veſt $i aliquis filthy French diſeaſe, * ſhould ery out of the danger of a 
os i growing Ague in another, For 1n this caſe he who as yet is 
immedicabili lan- nothing but an accurſed lumpe of finne and luſt , damnation 
| en ca wt and hell, loades with cenſorious lies that bappy ſoule, which 
in the fountaine of Chrifts meretorious bloud, 1s made farre 


am negligat, cum 
vero culpet » Qu! whiter then the Snow in Salmon, and fairer then the wooll 
Exigmim in al.qua 


corporis ſui paite Of the ſheepe comming up from waſhing, though ſome ſpots 


ig ro and ftaines of infirmities and frailties cleave unto it, while ic 
Low 2414.9 yet dwels in an houſe of fleſh,and Tabernacle of clay. 


M a: , 


faſtencth a falve upon any fore part of the body, and then co+ 
: Vers 
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vers it; ſotoapply a plaiſter of a gentle and mild reproofe, 
that it may ſecretly heale, and the world be never the wiſer. 
Ordinarily, ſo farre as ſome men are fierce, boyſterous, and 
mafter-like in ſearching out, cenſuring, and ſecret-inſultin 
over the falls, frailties, difference from them in ſome indiffe. 
reut things, of their'fellow- Chriſtians ; ſo much many times 
come they ſhort in mortification, hely wiſedome, humilitie, 
ſelfe-demiall, faithtulneſle in their Callings, &c. and that of 
thoſe, perhaps, whom they ſo imperieully diſable and under- 
value. Commonly , too buſi bodies this way, are either 
dangerouſly proud,or finfully politike : prond, and therefore 
endevour to raiſe their owne, upon the ruines of other Chris 
ſtians reputation, better then themſelves : or politike; for, 
themſelves being cenſurable for ſome groſler 1nfirmities, or 
ſcandalous walking,they labour cunningly to finde anſwera- 
bleerrours in more noted Profeſſours,that themſelves may go 
more unnoted. | 

2. Inreſpe&of the order. The true Chriſtian ever caſts 
the firſt tone at himſelfe, and firſt, the beame out of his owne 
eye; that is, beginnes with himſelfe, ſearcheth his owne 
heart, rips up and ranſacks his owne conſcience, cenſures his 
owne waies, condemnes and crucifies his owne corruptions, 
and abandons all his knowne finnes; and then hee may with 
a more comfortable calling, Marth.7.5. with more fincer1- 
tie and ſuccefle cenſure 2 others. But hypocrites, and: thoſe , Non generaliter 
who hate to be reformed, firſt begin with others, are moſt peceara. _ 
prying into other, mens carriages, peruſing other mens lives, * » mos 0 
thirftily hunting after, | W5 by che helpe of many dog- omnibus itias ze 
ged ſpies,and fawning Spaniels, the falls and faults eſpecial- tem: fea py pro= 
ly of Piofeſſours; ( for there is the kindly triumph :) ever feas folis , qui 
tampering and medling with their motes; but have never _ — 
any leaſure or pleaſure to look into their owne rotten hearts, ris, alios de leviſ- 
and rebellious courſes. The reaſon of this difference may 435. uihuiue 
bee this: Every godly man, together with the power of mericaze condem- 
grace, puts onan holy baſhfulneſke, and ingenuous modeſty ; En IlTe 
that hee would be foulely aſhamed, and could not with any 
face charge others with thoſe crimes, which hee ſhould allow 
K 3 | in 
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in himſelfe. But hypocrites weare maskes, vizors and who- 


- riſh forcheads; they will hardly bluſk, or be aſhamedat any 


beaſtly carriage, eſpecially bringing in pleaſure or profit; 
much lefle for ſeeming holy by their ſtrictneſle and ſeveritie 
againſt other mens faults,though as full of lewdneſle and luſt . 
themſelves, as the skin will hold. How often-may wee heare- 
imperious Phariſcs mangle and martire a good mans good 
name, for ſome lefler infirmitie, who never learnd to mourne 
for, or mortifie any one of thoſe many grofle corruptions,and: 
ſecret villanies, which reigne in themſelves. 

3. In reſp:@. of the manner. Selfe-guilty Pharifces are 
wont peremptorily to paſſe their raſh cenfures upon the 
more righteous then themſelves , withrmach malice, pride, 
ſcornefulnefle, and prophaneinſaltation : but the ſeaſonable 
cenſures of truely humbled Chriſtians , eught ever to bee 
mingled with much mercifulnefſe, commiſeration, ſenſible- 
nefle of their owne infirmiries, and love. 

4. InreſpeR of evidence and truth. Prophane mens cen- 
ſures of Gods fervants are many times not onely ground- 
lefle, caufclefle and falſe z-but alſo prodigiouſly abſurd, and 
utterly, impoſſible, without any ſhadow or ſhew at all of 
likelihood. The enemiesto Chriſts miniſtry confidently cen- 
ſured him to have a Devill, in whom notwithſtanding the 
fulnefſe of the God-head dwelt bodily. Tertullm judged Pant 
to bea peſtilent fellow, when he was the moſt prectous man. 
upon earth. Eliah was acconnteda troubler of Ifrael; who 
was in trath the very.Chariotsand Horfemen of the ſame. 
The Princes ſuggeſted to the King, that Jeremy was atraitor 
to the. State;z from which he was ſo farre, that hee deſired his 
head tobe turned into waters, and-his eyes into- ſprings of 
teares, thathe might weepe day and" night for the deſola- 
tions of it. Proportionable for monſtrouſneſle of falſhood, 
are many and many cenſares pafſed upon. Profeſſors at this 
day. Oppoſites to the power of godlineſſe are fo impudently- 
perverſe, they commonly. cut conditiens unto others, out 
of the curſed corruptions of their owne rotten hearts. 

. Bug now on the otherſide, Gods people mult be very _ 
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full andtender, what conceitsthey entertaine, and what cen- 
ſures they .paſle upon others. They are bound by the Lawes 
of divine love, to conceive and fpeake the beſt.ot every one, 
untill his words, ordinary carriage, open :-prophannefle, and 
fruics of the fleſh, clearely convincethe contrary ; to conſtrue 
and interpret all things in the betterpart, ſofarre, as they 
may. with good conſcience, without prejudice to the truth, 
or impeachment of Gods glory. They-ought to bee ſo farre 
from greedy apprehenſion of imaginary matter , -or violene 
wreſting of mens. words, ations, and behaviourto ghe worſt 
ſenſe; that if matters bee but probable, poyzed with equall 
circumſtances, and with even weight of reaſons interpretable 
both waies , they are ever to ſuffer their conceits and cen- 
ſures to be carried the more charitable way. They ought to- 
be ſo farre from cenſuring others without ground, truth and 
proofe ; (which is the ordinary praQtiſe of moſt men )) that 
they ſhould never ſpeake the 1ll they.too certainely know by 
their brethren, but with -fearefulnefle, as 1t were, and ſome 
kind of enforcement. wo, 

5- In reſpe& of the end. The ends why Pharifes and 
Good. feilowes, as they call them, entertatne many ground- 
lefſe diſconcetts , and thereupon exerciſe ſuch.cenforivuſnefle 
againſt holy men, are ſuch as theſe: 

I. To bind up their bleeding ſoules in the meanetime 
with a palliate cure, asthey call it; to-procure ſome tempo- 
rary caſe to their hearts,againſt the ceecks and bitings of their 
guiltie conſciences. For when confideration in cold *bloud 
of their impenitent courſes , and of their -certaine walking 
in the broad way , by reaſon of their-owne. ſenfuall liber- 
tie, and much company, doth ſting them with remorſe, they 
have recourſe tothe ill opinions they have conceived. of the 
beſt men; and thereupon thinke within themſelves, and take 
occaſion to ſay untoothers; What need we take theſe things 
ſomuchto heart, or trouble our thoughts with neceſfitie of 
more ſtri&neſle? Are not thoſe, who goe for the godlieſt, 
and are accounted the prime. Profeſſours, ſuch and ſuch men? 
Have not they alſo their ——_ and follics, m_ 
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they guild them overwith goodly ſhewes, and pretence of - 
zeale? Hereupon they ſomewhat aflwage the ſecret flaviſh 
{mart of their now and then wounded contciences, and walke 
more merrily towards their eternall perdition. For a ſettled 
diſconceit of a Chriitian harboured and applauded, is a 
Krong naile to faſtenapunregenerate man to h1s owne wates, 
and a mightie barre to-keepe him out of a gracious [tate, Sen- 
ſualifts are ſo ftrangely bewitched by Satan, chat hee firſt 
cauſeth them to forge intheir owne braines, or take up from 
a ſpightfpll congue, ſome lying tale of a good man, and then 
after makes it his meanes to keepe them with ſecuritie and 
contentment in the kingdome of darkenefle, and to. ſtand in 
everlaſting oppoſition to the wales of finceritie,and ſalvation 
of their ſoules.. . | | 
2, To makeby an affe&ed libertie and ſeveritie in cenſu- 
ring others, the maskes of their owne hypocriſie, lefle mark- 
able'. For by their fained triumphs, and 1mperious inſultatt- 
ons in this kind , efecially upon freſh newes of ſome: Pro- 
feſſours ſcandalous fall , they would have the by-ſtanders to 
conceive, that howſoever they bee not ſo preciſe and for- 
ward, or make ſo greata ſhew as others; yet they are fully 
as honeſt men as they, and may,perhaps, ſtep into heaven be- 
fore them. | 
3. To wreake their ſpight upon the children of Light; 
who are ever eye-ſores and heart-ſores to all ſorts of ſinners, 
Hee, meaning the righteous man (faith the Authour of the 
Booke of W 1ſedome, though Apochryphall, yetancient) s 
grim unto 1,cven te behold : for his life 1s not like other mens, 
5 waies are of another faſhion. And it angers them at the ve- 
ry heart-root to conlider, that whereas, they hope , and hold 
themſelves ſufficiently qualified for Heaven; yet the righte- 
ous mans forwardnefle, zea[e,and living of another faſhion, 
if ingeauouſneſfle diſpell the. miſt of prejudice, clearely re- 
monſtrates to their owne conſciences, and proclaimes aloud 
to all fpiricually underſtanding men, that in truth, and upon 
tryall,they arein the ſtate of wretchedneſle, and of the fa- 
mily of Hell, Hereupon it is, that they labour might and 
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maine, with many diſgracefull cenſures, to dimme the glory 
of his goodneſſe; and, if it were poſſible, by publiſhing cheir 


owne —_" a pt {landeroustales,or 
ly aggravated frailties, to pull him backe, at leaſt, 'in opinion 
of Th favourites, and dependants, to the Gopininta of 
infirmities, and pitch af impietic with themſelves. - _ © 
. But now the ends, which- humble Chrjſhans propoſe unto 
themſclves of juſt diſlikes, and ſcaſonable cenſures of uns 
ſantified men, are briefly ſachas theſe: ' 
..I,, Topreſerve their thoughts innocent from acceflarinefſe 
\ toſinne, by a ſecret; invitible allowance of it in! ether men} 
and their:tongues from-cowardly, tence ,.when they have'a 
calling todiſgrace 18,;- + 2h rs. 3390 JL ; 
2, Leſt aKnave goe for an honeſt man, and hypocrites 
deceive true-hearted Natheneels. anc 210330 (not 2907! 
' 3. Leſtthe power of Chriſtianitie, wherein: Gods glory 
is highly intereſſed, ſuffer,and be undervalued/Eor inſtanoe : 
Thou heareſt ſometimes a'feHow notorioutly; branded with 
ſome infamous linne, yet ſo ſpoken of by ſome'dawbers with 
untemperate morter, or at leaſt by ignorant wortdlings, as 
though his preſent condition were tolerable towards God, 
and hopefull in reſpeCt of ſalvation, by reaſon of ſome other 
ood parts, for whichi they praiſe bim :Jnthus caſe, if theun- 
LA 2 Chriſtian hold his peace, the by-ftanders maybe 
ſo farre ſcandalized and miſtaken ; as to conceive and coljeR, 
that a man may lie ina ſweet finne, and yet livein Gods fa- 
your ; that the pleaſures of the World, and peace of conſci- 
ence may conlitt together, which are as incompatible'as Hea= 
venand Hell. And why ſhould not that blence bee finnefall; 
which ſuffers an open knowne prophane man, to carry away 
the reputation of one jn the righe way z (if there be eime and 
place for a ſeaſonable; wiſe,and charrable contradiftion, ) as 
well as that, which ſuffers ane which istrue of heart, to bee: 
charged with hypocrifie ?  - - , 4 ago SOT 5G 
3. Secondly, bee filent from flandering, backbiting, ſelfe- 
accuſnig :  Heere I will ſay nothing of downe-right forging, 
and faſtning a falſe crime ;upon an innocent, whitch is a 4 
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moft peſtilent and palpable, and other grofſe kinds of this 
very foule ſinne : ( tor ſo itis indeed, howſoever to acarnall 
eic looking upoa 1t, painted with the colours of common- 
nefk, and ſelte-love, thorow thefalſe glafle of theſe corrupt 


-times, it appeares net ſo ougly. The very Caſuiſts and 


Schoolemen, none of the preeiſcit Divines, I am fure, doe de 
ſervedly vilifieit with a brand of hainouſnefle, farre above 
thetc; as they may well, both for a greater breach of love, 
preciouſneſle of obje, uncomprehenliblenefle of loſſe , dif- 


ficaltic of reſtitution, concurrence of many 4innes, conſe- 


Fuence of muchill, &c.) I fay, I will bee heerefilent of the 


rofſer ſort of ſlander, becauſe of them, Gods children are 

or the moſt part more eafily ſenſible, and ordinarily watch- 
full : bur let me a little adviſe and awake thee to turther in- 
ſpeRion of the preſent point, leſt ſometimes even in telling 
the truth, thou be intangled in the briars of this baſe ſin, and 
juſtly incurre the faulc of a falſe accuſer , which thou maift 
many waies : : (For detration, to ſpeake Logically, doth not 
formally conliſt in the diminution of the truth, but in the de- 
nigration of a mans good name, ) 1. By diſcovering ſecret 


- infirmities, which love, that covereth a multitude of ſinnes, 


would have concealed. Iris a baſe ambition, and moſt un- 
worthy the noble magnanimitie of a-Chriſtian heart, to hunt 
after, and purchaſe an opinion of precedencie in graces , 


.and zeale, by the diſgrace of another, perhaps every way , 


fave onely inthe cenſurers owne over-weening conceit, bet - 
ter and more worthy then himſelfe, When thou heareſt a 
man worthily magnified , .for.eminencie of parts and ſpiritu« 
all worth, be.it farre from thee, or ariy thatever tooke finne 
truely to heart, to come 1n with a Fxr ; onely-becauſe out of 
a pang, or rather predominancie of privie-pride , thou woul- 
deſt gladly bee noted for. a Nexe-/ach , and paſſe for the 
matchlefle Profefiour. Let it ever bee the propertie and veine 
of vaine glorious Phariſes, to raiſe their reputations, and 
ſometimes themſelves, but with execrable villanie, upon 
the 1maginarie ruines of good mens innocencies; and to 


hold eyery infolent .dctradtian 'from other mens fuffici- 


encies, 


comfortable walkeng with God. 

encies, an addition to their owne. 2. By drawing out of 
other mens words, a@tons, and behayiours , upon the ſuf. 
picious racke of a buſie wit , aimes, infinuations, aud inten= 
tions, which the Author never dreamed on z and by fatherin 
upon them ſuch-inforced ſiniſter fenſes, and wreſted crooke 
conſtrutions, which an ingenuous impartiall Expoſitour 
could never poſſibly extrabt. It is the eaſteſt thing of a thous . 
ſand; for a malicious minde, to foile the glory of the bra- 
veſt and moſt beautifull ations, with ill and wrong inter- 
pretations and fiirmiſes of By-end. ( For the pride of a mans 
owne diſdainefull nature, and the Divell himſelfe, are read 
Mid-wives at ſuch monſtrous conceptions and baſtard- 
births. )- There is ſome truth in that hyperbolicall ſpeech of 
him, who ſaid; Let ary wan preſent mee with the moſt excels 
lent and blancleſſe aftion , and | will oppoſe it with filthy vicious 
and bad intentions , all which foall carry a face of likelihood. 
Vpon'this very point, Tribunals of Tuſtice, which hold more 
upon policy than piety,eſpecially of private ſpleene embitter 
their judiciary power againft the party, too often ſtrangely 
blind the common peoples eyes, and doe a great deale of 
wrong. A wicked wit, and wide conſcience, mounted on 
horſebacke amongſt a number of Princes, walking like 
ſervants upon the ground (the Epidemicall diſeaſe of cheſe 
worft and' moſt ulcerous times) upon this advantage, many 
times worke a world of revengefull villanie. But howſo- 
ver it bee caſie, and too ordinary, for blacke tongues to 
blaftand ftaine by wrefting and wire-drawing the beauty 
of the beſt ations with malicious miſ-conſtractions ;; petit 
1s villanous and bafe. To let lawes of divine love alone; e- 
vei the light of Reaſon led wiſe men to this reſolution,as ap- 
peares by their *rules of Law ; That in dowbtfmll things , wee « Semper in dubi. 
muſt ever pitch upon the more favourable conftruttion. Wee is Beigniora 
are to be ſo far from a greedy hunting after a ſpighefull miſ+ 5c diver _— 
interpretation of mens ſpeeches, and” violent jwrefting of 7is, 1» re dubid- 


their ations and carriage to the worſt ſenſey that if matters (&pfraione 2 
be butprobable, poiz:d with equall circumſtances, and with qui > non minds, 
even waight of reaſons interpretable both waics, wee are 7s, 164 top 
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ever to ſuffer our conceits and cenſures to be carried the more 

charitable way. 3. By adding unto the truch , or detraCting 

from it, or intermixing falſe adulterate Gloſſes, or ſome im» 

pertinent Parenthefss of a mans owne, Chriſts falſe accuſers 

were deepely and daimnably. faulty this way, And 1n this 

kind, many 5 who are their Crafts- maſters, as they ſay, in 

malice, will firſt ofall give good men 1n their abſence their 

eDemmum inin;. WE 20d deferved attributions, with many magnificent and 

Morne ear plauſible ſpeeches ; * but afterward at the cloze, premiſing 

dances. Jaer.iwi- ſome: formall counterfeit proteſtation and Phariſaicall Pre. 

-—— pts ”* face, as, { am very ſorry to heare it : 1 wouldit were otherwiſe, 

Some men are COme mn witha &#t, ſteept in the very gall and vineger, which 
frees mai) bites moſt bitterly,and cuts like the ſharpeſt razour. As thug : 

by ro fire emie A man of very good parts, great worth, extraordinary en- 

ane /eatouſie 1%: dowments; But lomething proud. He is one,that is very wel 

reformed of late, of much knowledge, and growne marvel» 

louſly forward in Religion, Buta little covetous. And thug 

they ſpeake,not out of any love unto the party, 1mpartialitie 

of cenſure ; or that the 1mputation is true : but out of a 

cunning tricke, to bring their .owne credit to their owne 

doore; a perverſe humour of meaſuring anocher by their 

owne foote; an envious impatiencie of being ſurpaſſed in 

any ſafficiencies; or rather-then all this, from a baſe,an irre- 

gular and dunghill defire of having the beſt men, eſpecially 

every forward Profeflour, branded with one notorious Bas 

or another. For hypocrites, and enemies to: Gods grace, 

would, rather thentheir lives, have the lives of a]l Gods peo- 

ple ſtained with ſome groſle fnne. . Rather then taile, they 

will faſten apon him many a lewd (lander that way , ham- 

mered onely -ypon the forge of talſhood, and by the mid- 

wifery of malice in their owne crafty pates, or broached up- 

on an Ale-bench, or.ſnatcht from the diftempered tongue of 

ſome pedling Tell-tale, whence they may ſupply themlelves 

with wmaginary matter, bcth of infolencie, and triumph a- 

gainft forwardnefle and zeale, and alſo nouriſh a Phariſaicall 

waſion, that howfoever there may bee a profeſſion, and 

lhewes to the contrary, yet others are ſo corrupt ol 
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cenſurable as themſelves.” 4. By relating all the truth, the 
whole truth, 2 and nothing but the truth: 'bug * either with a a 7+ # nes !owful 
< malicious and ſpitefull heart towards the partie; er in a con- —_ png eo 
eempruous, ſcornefull, and inſulting manner; or to a lewd er, ee Is 
end,ang upon purpole to bring into hatred and diſeſtimarion; 77% exc*pe wee 
or ſome way or other, without any warrantable and comfor- pou Fes. 8 
table calling chereunto. | ,*- GY 
Heere therefore it will be ſeaſonable , for helpe and dire-1. oper, » 
Aion againſt this more plauſible, but alſo peſtilent kind of < #* muſt ſoaks 
landering, to tell you, that telling the evill chatis true of a-Eguer'4. rs. © 
nother, in his abſence, doth brand you with the guilt and 
ſtaine of Back-biters, ſave in ſuch caſcs as theſe. 
r. Firſt, of profit, and goed totheparty abſent. For in- 
ſtance; Thou informeſt thy friend of a third man; telling 
him, that hee begins to breaſ& out into bad courſes, ill com- 
pany , infamous haunts and houſes; and ſo procedeſt to a 
more particular and punctuall diſcovery of his lewd prankes 
and exorbitant carriage : but all this purpoſely for the bene- 
fit of the party. And therefore thou intreateſt thy preſent 
friend, that he would interpoſe, ingage, and improove the 
utmoſt of that power and intereſt which hee hath 1n his affe- 
&ions,dependance, or ſome neerer relation, for his reclaiming 
and amendment, | 
2, Ofexpediencie for him that heareth : when hee is any 
way indanger of injury or infe&ion, from the cunning, or 
corruption of the partie ſpoken of. For inſtance : Thou dif 
cerneſt and obſeryeſt ſome lie, ſmooth companion, under a 
cloake of Profeſſion, and formall colour of conformitie to the 
beſt things,to inſinuate 1nto liking & acceptation with thine 
unſuſpetting Chriſtian friend : whereupon thou foreſee, 
that it he goe on wichout notice and diſcoverie, and get once 
within him; a thouſand to one, at length hee will either 
cunningly prey upon him , or curſedly betray him. Now in 
this caſe, thou mayeſt lawfully lay our ſuch a Counterfeit in 
his colours, and for prevention of the miſchiefe which mighs 
enſue upon ſach a dangerous infinuation, diſcloſe unto thy 
friend us liollowneſſe and halting, and that lewgnefſe and 
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* knavery which he guilds over in the meane time, with a vaile 


of ſeeming, and verniſh of hypocrifiez but is wont when 
once he hath atrained his end, or ated his villany, co throw 


' away hisvizor. For ſuch fellowes there are abroad in the 


world,who purpoſely mixe and joyne themſelves with Gods 
children, hang upon, and adhere unto true Chriſtians, as 
men from whom by reaſon of the fingleneſle of their hearts, 
and charitable anſaſpicioulnelle , they may either direaly 
or by accident ſucke out the greateſt advantage. | 

3. Ofneceſſitic for him which ſpeaketh : That he may be 
preſerved from guiltineſſe and acceflarineſſe to the finne, 
which by ſilence and ſaying nothing, he ſhould incurre and 
bring upon himſelfe. For inftance : There comes to thy notice 
ſome notorious villanies, which concealement and impuni- 
tie would mightily animate , and eaſily tranſport to further 
exceſle and outrage; but ſeaſonable advertiſement given to 
authoritie , as to a Magiſtrate, Minifter, Tutor, Father,Ma- 
ſter, Governour of Family, might bee;a meanes to cut the 
knot and heart of ſuch curſed good-fellowſhip, and lay the 
torrent of that ſcandalous inſolency : In this caſe, thou haſt a 
calling toreveale, informe, and implore ſuperiour aſſiſtance 
for ſuppreſſion of ſinne. And therefore thoſe of the houſe 
of Cloe did well to certifie Pax, of the diſorders and diſ- 
ſentions amongft the Corinthians : And Pals lifters ſonne, 
to acquaint the chiefe Captaine, with that devilliſh plot 
of deſperate conſpiratours againft Pax/. Otherwiſe, both 
thou and they , by cowardly and cruell filence in ſuch caſes, 
might in ſome ſort, juſty incurre the guilt and accoun- 
tablenefſe eyen for other mens ſinnes ſo unhappily con- 
cealed. 

4. Fourthly, when a ſcaſonable, warrantable occaſion is. 
given G—_ of performing ſome Chriſtian duty, as 

1. Of inſtrudtion, and forewarning to others; thus, or 
in the like manner : Thou haſt a friend, whom thou ſeeft, 
and feareſt is entring a licentions courſe, which at lengthis 
like to breed his confuſion z Whereupon thou telleft him, 
that ſuch or ſucha man, juſt as he begins; from —_—_— 
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the Wotld; prophanation of the Sabbath, diſobedience to'Pa-. 
rents; fell pfrefally into a deſperate knot of lewd compani«, 
ons, then to Ale- houſe haunting, after,to gaming, at laft, to 
the gallowes:and therefore thou adviſeſt him co take heede in 
time : toler ſuch wofull precedents of finue and ſhame ſtand . 
Rill in b1s eye,to ſtay him from breaking his necke at the bot. _ 
tome of the ſame ftaires : for if hee continuethe reines bue a " 2 
while longer upon the necke of his rebellious nature, and 
ſtill hold on fo deſperately with ſuch wild colts, the divels 
Dromedaries to the ſame exceſle of riot, hee ſhall find no 
more power in himſelfe to ſtay, untill from the height of ſin, 
he fall into the botrome of hell, then a man WER, 228 to 
runne downe the ſteepeſt hill, can ſtop befere hee comes at- 
the bottome., He that layes his foundation with fire-worke, 
mult looke in the end to be blowne up; he that premiſes pro- - --, 435 x 2 
phanneſſe and rebellion , ſhall be ſure to conclude in curſed- " EM 
+ nefſ: and contuſion, | _—_— 
2, Of praiſing (30d tor the ruine, and rooting out of ſome OO 
implacab'e impenitent a perſecutor ; thus, or in the like man- «Non deſwit Bee" * > 
ner : A remarkable vengeance hath ſeized - upon ſuch a cles pert IF 
ſcornefull caitiffe, who hath beene a perpetuall bloudy Goad tempore, quands- -— 
in the fides of the Saints all his life long. Vpon which occa- er. 
fion thou diſcovereſt unto thy friend many paſſages and plots verum el illuds” . 5. 3 
of his crueltie and hte againſt the Kingdome of Chritt and Ox "0 
his precious people, and that purpoſely to minifler matter. Chriſts, perſeccs. ++ 
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alſo unto others, of more heartily magnifying the Glory of 722*n Pe = 
Gods Iuftice ; which at length hath hopily ooke downe ſecurionem , now + t 
Antiochis with an incurable, and inviſible plague ; eaten up doh ph . -; 
Herod with vermine; made Paſhar aterrour to his friends ; in 7/al.54 0 
Zedechiah to runne from chamber to chamber to hide him- 
ſelfe. For you muſt know, that the hearts and tongues of Y 
all good men, and friends to the Goſpel, are wont to. bee. « £8 
filled with mach glorious joy, and heartieſt ſongs of praiſe, "XN 
at the downefall of every dogged cppoſite , when the re- 
venging hand of Ged, not without ſpeciall terror, hath tam- 
bled from the top of malice and pride any Antichriſtian and -' 
enraged enemy, So the Iewes feaſted, aftzr Haman was : 
"x hanged, 
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hanged. Butin ſuch caſes looke unto thy heart with extra« 
ordinary watchfulneſſe and ſearch : That he be an enemie 1n- 
deed, I meane, to Chriſtianitie;z that thou do it not out of 
ſpleene, humour, faRion, perſonall enmitic, for the deſtruQti- 
on ofthe creature or the like : but ſimply and fincerely out of 
zeale to the glory of Gods Iuſtice, proſperitie of the Goſpel, 
and peace of the Church. Ocherwile, in ſtead of a Chriftian 
dutie, it will proove to thee a curſed crueltie. 

3. Of Prayer, Thus, or in the like manner : Thou art ac- 
quainted with the ſecret plots of ſome plauſible Tyrant a- 
gainſt the people of God, whoſe words perhaps may bee as 
ſoft as Butter, or Oyle, and outward deportment promiſeth 
faire; but his thoughts and inviſible 1intendments againſt the 
better fide, compoſed all offbloud and bitterneſle, of Gall 

and Gun-powder ; wherevpon, as occaſion is cffered, thou 
wearers his malice amongſt thy Chriſtian friends, to the 
end that they may communicate,and contribute their prayers 
for the confuſion & infatuation of all his devilliſh depths and 

devices of hell. Teares, patience, and prayers, were ever the 
defenſive weapons of Gods people. Let Powder-plots, Pa- 
rifjan Maſſacres, invincible Armadoes, {laughtering of Kings, 

and ſuch like horrible and hell:iſh combuttions, brand with 
an everlaſting ſtaine of crueltie and bloud, the Popifh reli. 
gion and perſecutors of Heavenly Truth : Burt let the ſonnes 
of the Goſpel bee ever content to confront and beate backe, 
the implacable rage of all Gods enemies, and haters of fin- 
ceritie and grace, onely with the cutting edge,and ſharpened 
point of ferventprayer. Which weapon they may diſcharge 
three waies: 1. Indefinitely, againf all deſperate enemies 

to God, his Church, and Goſpel , without intimation , ſo 
much as by thought , of any particular perſons. So David, 

Pſalme 129.5. Let them all bee confounded and turned backe, 

that hate Zion. Deborah, Tadges 5.31. Solet all thine enemies 
periſh, O Lord: but let them that love him , bee as the Sunne 

when hee goeth forth in his might. 2. Conditionally, when 

they perceive ſome inſulting Shebnaes, and inſolent Hamans 

to perſiſt and hold on perſecuting the Saints, and oppoling 

the 
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the | power” of Godlineſle ; they may entyeate the- Lord, 
if they belong unts him, to humble them 1n their places, and 
ive them repentance; but if hee purpoſe to givechem over. 
nally to a Reprobate mind , and to the impetuqus rage of 
their owne cruell diſpoſitions,to cut them off, and utterly can- 
found them, that they bee no longer a burden to the: Charch, 
and vexation to his people. 3. Abſtraftively; againdd their 
extreme oppreſſions, and malicious plots, without any: rela- 
tion at all totheir perfons. So David, 2 San,15. wer. 31. 
O Lord, Ipray thee, tmrne the counſell of Achitaphel ints foolsſb= 
MWej! 6. | (4s F 
WG thus: Thou obſerveſt ſome one to have concinued 
long a worthy and noted prafeflour , bus-now unhappily 

beginnes to fall off treom his former forwardnefſe, to grow 

flacke and negligent in family duties, cold and: cowardly 

in good cauſes, heartlefle, and hanging downe the head 
in godly company ; to diſ-regard, and underprize the pow- 
erfull meanes; to catertaine but ordinary afoftions, if not 
ſome kinde of ftrangenefle towards other prefeflours, eſpeci- 
ally of greater eminencie and-acceptation for their grace; 
co ſuffer imimoderate imploymentand intanglement in the - 
world, to waſte his heavenly mindedneſſe; fo that in all - 
likelihood Ged will ſhortty give him over nato ſome ſcan- 
dalous fall,as a puniſhment of his backe-fliding : whereupon 
thou diſcovereſt unto thy Chriſtian friends his declining 
ſtate, onely that they may joyne with thee in prayer, that the 
Lord would bee pleaſed to ſtay him in time, and re- 
eſtabliſh him in hus firft love; left by his further falling, the 
credit of the Goſpel alſo receive a bruife and blemiſh, pro- 
feſſion bee 1ll ſpoken of, and the enemies of ſinceritie blaſ- 

pheme. | | | 

4. Of vindicating the power and truth of Religion 

from the miſtakings of Ignorants , and Vader-prizers. 
Thus,or in the like manner; Thon art in company where thou 
heareit a meere civill man, or formall Profeffour at the bet, 

whomthe Church never diſcovered, or acknowledged tobee 

any of Hers, and thy ſelfe canſt averre out of thy certaine 
L | particular 
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particular knowledge , that hee never fer himſelfe to ſecke 
God with any conſcience or conſtancy ; but 1s utterly un- 
acquainted with the my ſterte of godlinefle, family-exerciſes, 
ſanRification of the Sabbaths, contribution to the Saints, ex- 
erciſes of mortification , ſelfe-deniall : I fay, thou heareſt 
ſuch a man commended for his Religion, forwardneffe , and 
the feare of God, which commendacion, if hee carcy away 
without contradiQion, the reſt of the company may bee ve- 
ry greedy to apprehend ſuch a prefident, and reſolve not 
to paſſe his Pitch of profeſſion, as unaccompanied with ſuch 
patne and preciſenefſe; and yet approoved by wiſe and un- 
derftanding men, as hopefull and comfortable. Now in this 
caſe, it may concerne thee, but with as much wifedome, dif- 
cretion, and charitie as thou canſt poſſibly, to diſreabe ſuch 
a fellow of his undeſerved attributions, and the reputation of 
that holineſſe which he never had left both the By-ſtanders 
bee. heartened to come ſhort of Heaven, and the power of 
Chriſtianitie bee diſparaged by an ignorant and hurtfull un- 
der-valuation.) - s 
3. Thirdly, bee filent from all unſavory communication ; 
pays rag as lying, ſwearing, prophane, fooliſh, filthy *jeſting ; jeſting 
bus tuis mordeas, OUT Of Scripture, mocking and making Gods people as 
ſed ur Deo grati- b Aſyficke at feafts, merry meetings, and carfed conventicles 
Cort » £8. of Good-fellowſhip z 'aud ſuck other rotten, ribald and 
ad Epheſ.cay-5* Bedlam talke z which, becauſe they are the knowne and 
--nag proper language of the ſonnes of Beha/,the dung, froth, and 
damned evaporation of drunken wits; Chriftians, whom 
alone labour todire6t in this point , are not in ſuch danger 
of, and therefore I have. nothing to- doe with them at this. 
time. 

III, Pray for, and pratiſe an holy and difcreet dexteri» 
tie, to divert and draw from prophane and wicked, or too- 
much worldly and ordinary talke, to-more ſavoury con» 
ference, and heavenly diſcourſe. Me thinkey, it is great pit- 
tie, that Profeſſours ſhould ever meete without ſome talke 
of their meeting in heaven, or of the bleſſed meanes and 
wapyes- that leade thereunto , before they part, Yet many 
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times, (ſuch adeadnefle and dampe of zeale, and heavenly - 
mindednefle, haunts even the holieſt hearts in theſe u1 

py daies of ſecuritic and forme) worldly matters, Talke of 
others , or ſome more remarkable accidents and affaires 
abroad , ſpeculative curioſicies , -ſome ceremoniall unſeaſo- 
nable controverſies, or other ſuch like impertinencies in 
ene kind or other, take up and ingrofſe , even from Gods 
children, too much of many golden ſeaſons, which might 
precioully ſerve, by their mucuall divining with more Chri- 
{tian edifying diſcourſe into the great my fterie of godlineſſe, 
and walkes of Chriſtianitie, to nouriſh and increaſe a- 
mongſt them much ſpiricuall warmth, comfort, and reſolu- 
tion againſt all ungodly oppolitions, and to build up one 
another im their moſt holy Faith , acquaintance with temp- 
tations, experimentall knowledge, more comfortable wal- 
king with God, &c, To confront this common milchiete 
and Mar-conference at Chriſtian meetings, come unto them 
prepared , as I adviſed before ; page 86, 87. Burt if the 
company bee contrary-minded, and .un-inured to the lan- 
guage of Canaan, exerciſe and interpolſe all thy wit, cou- 
rage, authoritie, and eloquence, to draw them -from the 
dunghill of rotten talke : and by a wiſe plauſible diyer- 
fion, and modeftly. over-ruling tranſition, carry : the cur- 
rent of their preſent diſcourſe, all thou eanſt, towards ſome 
Heavenly good, and fpirituall end. 1. To whichend, ob- 
ſerve., and apprehend all opportunities and occurrences, 
which may miniſter matter of digreſſion into divine talke 
and acquaint thy ſelfe with the Art.of abftrating; ſacred 
inſtruftiens from the booke of the Creatures and buſinefles 
in hand. It was the. praRtice &f our bleſſed. Saviour : . Vpon 
mention of bread, .Hatth. 16. hee preſt upon his Diſciples, 
a diſlwaſion from the Leaven of the Phariſees : when hee'ob- 
ſerved, John 6. a number of people to throng-.about him 
for more miraculous bread, hee digrefſed into'a moſt hea- 
venly diſcourſe of the food of life. Vpon occaſion. of drinke 
being denied him by the Samariteve woman, /oby. 4, hee 
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lure her to the well head of everlaſting happineſſe, 2. Have 
ever in a readinefle ſome common heads , of more ttirring 
and quickening motives to mind heavenly things: as the 
curſed condition of our naturall ſtate, the 1ncomparable 
{weetueſſe of Chriſtian waics, the vanitie and vexations of all 
earthly things,the uncertainety and miſertes of this ſhore life, 
the evcrlaſtingaefſe of our ſecond fate in another world, the 
ſudden execution of Gods fierce wrath upon ſome notori- 


+ ous ones eyenin'this lite, eſpecially thoſe, which are treſheft 


in memory, and hatelieft done; the terrours of death, che 
dreadfulnefſe of that1alt and great Day drawing on apace,the 
horrors of a damned foule, &c Mention of theſe things, many 
times will ftrike full cold to the heart of the motit ſwag- 
gering and ſenſuall Belſhazzer, the moſt raging and roaring 
companions, and drive the moſt confident and domineering 
worldling into his damps. Talke then of thefe terrible things, 
may by Gods blefſing prepare and ſoften ſometimes the 
hardeſt hearts for ſome thoughts of remorſe, and more 
heavenly imprefſiens. 3 But above all, get into thine 
owne heart an habit of heavenly-mindednefle by much ex- 
erciſe, entercourſe, and acquaintance with God, in powring 
outofthy-ſoule. ever and anon before him, in renuing and 
recovering thy peace, and comfortable accefſe unto him upon 
every fall and-checke of conſcience, in often contempla- 
tion-and foretafte of the inexplicable ſweerneſſe , glory, 
and eternitie of thoſe Manfions above ; 1n diving into the '& 
crets of his Kingdome by the helpe of humblenefle and god- 
ly fearez upon the meit {weet and foule-fatting daies of 
humiliation, mortifying viſitgtions of troubled and afflifted 
conſciences, often conferences with humbleſt and beſt ex- 
perienced Chriftians, &c. By private imployment of thy 
foulexnfolemnerefleions uponit ſelfe z fruitfully recoun- 
ting with what varieticoftraines it was long detained in the 
Rare of darkeneſſe; with what delates and tergiverſations, 
lets and aflaults ie met in its way to-light; what bitcer- 
nefſe aud terrours it paſſed through in the pangs of its new- 
bicth z the 'tencations incidentto its infaicie 1n grace, By 
p grene 
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grefſe and grouthin ſeverall graces, and the whole body of 


Chrittianicie ; relaples, deſertions, their diſcoveries, recove- 


ries, with all the meanes and circumttances: In a word, by a 
nQuall obſerving how 'Goddcales with it every day. Be, 
I ay, thus blefledly bulied at home in thine owne heart, and 
thou ſhalr finde thy ſelte much more pregnant and plentifull 
in holy talke when. thon.commett abroad, Wee are moſt apt 
and readieſt to poure out our {elves 12 publike, accordin 
to onr private provitions, and the moft predominant dif- 
courſes of contemplations of the minde. The conferrences 
of free and unreſerved ſpirits are ordinarily nothing elſe, bug 
the clothing of their ordinarie mentall conceptions , and. 
heart-ſecrets. with familiar tormes of ſpe::ch. Men tor the 
molt part, ſpeake. moſt,and molt willingly of choſe things 


| they mind mot. Ladviſe thus in this point, that thou mayeRt 


bee habituated and heartned with reſolution and delighc, in 
the art and exerciſe of putting forward good talkez or of di- 
verting and drawing towards better incaſe of the contary. 


Otherwiſe, thou ſhalt never bee able ro hold out with con- 


ſtancie and courage, tocrofſe many times the generall mirth 
of the company , co put worldly wiſemen out of their ele- 


. ment of all carthly calke,,, todraw worldlings, which goes 


moft againit che haixe, to heare of heavenly things. 

VIII, Surely throughly before-hand with the glorious 
Lampe of the Word of Lite and Truchz watch over, nar» 
rowly with the 11lightened eye of a tender conſcience, and 
ever punRualy manage, and condaRt with the particular 
light of ſpirituall prudence, every action ehog undertakeſt,or 
that ſhall at any time paſſe thorow thy hand; of what kinde 
ſoeveritbee, whether naturall, recreative, czvill, of mercy, 
Religion, &c. 

To which particulars, before I deſcend, let mee commend 
unto thee, and premiſe this Principle concerning a&ions in 
generall. | 

Every truely commendable and comfortable ation, con» 
fiſts of an abſolute integritie of all concurrents and requi- 
fits, Or thus; That which is $90 and lawfull, muſt been- 
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_ Lon ©- tire. I meane it in that ſenſe, as our Divines ſpeake of fanRi- 
cans} : malun Hcation, Which if ſaying, ſay they, muſt be perteG&and entire, 
quolibet vitio- though not inreſpeR —_—_ yet inrefpett of parts. 'E- 
Cethaione ni Very partand power of body and ſoule.mult have 1ts part of 
omnes bonitates ſanchification , though no- part his full perfe&tion and all de- 
Ger Gagatns grees, before the diflolution of our earthly tabernacles, Pro- 
caular portionably in the preſent point, though'fome mixture of 
ga ROOT inficmities and imperfeRions will cleaveuinto the facevfthe 
ex integra cau2. faireſt aGtion (anabſolute and unitained purity is incompari- 
Sofa, we ble with this unglorified itate of mortalitie;) yet notwith- 
rence of all cir- ſtanding, every ſeverall ingredient mutt bee attended, and 
Efery «bur +4 Cempered with its owne particular goedneſſe and honeftie , 
>a: of oncoxly,c and ſeaſonable conformitie to the whole; orelſethe whole 
Seffcien fer 917% ation howſoever right in other reſpetts, is utterly robd and 
en though «ror- diſrobed of all true ſplendour, acceptation and grace. Alit- 
zen generario” *f tle leaven ſowres the whole lumpe : one noxtous hearbe 
Jer now ard rven brings death into the pot: The goodlieſt deede or dutic is 
let 4 math ſalt quite perverted and tmpoyfoned ,- by the enortnities of any 
IR one particular requiſite. We ſay-truely 1n the Schooles; FT he- 
Art4-a0-3-Ca2* concluſion ever followes the worſt part: Semblably in moraliry, 
cell of Trenc. lib. the iniquitie, defe&, and exorbitancy of any one in gredienr, 
B-2ag: 396 denominates the whole aCtionnaught, By 

, Inevery one of thine aftionsand undertakings, looke- e- 

ver, if thou looke for comfort, thatevery concurrent' bee ju- 
ſtikable, thateyery ingredient bee gracious,and bring his pro- 

batum eſt. For inſtance : | | 
1. Itmuſt bee good in its owne natnre, and warranta- 
ble out of the Word; by which all things muſtbe' tanQified. 
unto thee. 1 Tim. 4.5. 8a goodſervant will venture upon 
nothing but what hee know:s will pleaſe his Maſter. Other- 
wiſe, let the perſon be never ſo pleating unto-God, his inten- 
tion never fo good, his heart never ſo zealous, the meanes, 
circumſtances andend never fo excellent,” yerall is naught. 
W orſhipping Chriſt in a Crucifixe 1s naught in its-owne na- 
ture, abominable, idolatrous, condemned in Gods Law, 
Exod. 20; 4, &c. Andtherefore , bee ir done with never fo 
great devotion and good: meaning ; with never w_—_ 
go : popun 
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popiſh dawbing, or geodly pretence whatſoever, it is fill 
curſed and damnable,  - | - 

2. The obje&,- whereabout the ation is exerciſed , 
mult be qualified according to the rules of Religion. Almeſ- 
deeds, and Doles of charitie, are ſweet and acceptable ſacrifi- 
ces unto God. But amongſt other cautions and conſiderations 
to ſeaſon them, theparties that are to bee made partakers 
thereof, are to be ſingled out with all godly diſcretion, 
s. Thetrae? wantsof a religious Profeſlor, ſhould in the firſt 

lace be the principall and moft mooving obje&, to draw ' 

hw from a truely charitable heart : according to that Ga- 
lat.5.10. As wee have therefore opportunitie, let ms doe good 
wnto all men, efpecially unto them who are of the bowel] of 
faith, 2. Inthenext place, the lame, the blinde,the ſicke,the 
aged, the trembling hand, or any that God hath made poore. 
3. Any whoſoever ina caſe of true neceflitie and extremitie, 
why the-partie hath beene before : for there not che 
man,as it were, but the common flate of humaninie 1s relie- 
ved. But now, if forſuch a pnrpoſe, thou makeft choile of a | 
ſturdy begger, idle * rogue, canting companion, the ſhame « gow 
and plague ef this noble Kingdome thou doeft not onely irque- 
deprive thy ſclfe of the comfort and honour of a truely cha» 
ritable deed; but thereby incurreſt a great deale of ile by 
incouraging and nouriſhing idteneſſe, filkching, many ſtrange 
unknowne villanies, nay even anexecrabletrreligious Paga= 
niſme in ſuch lewd, lazy drones, urprofitable burdens of the 
earth, and intollerable caterpillers of the Common-wealth. 
For ſuch { faith a worthy Divine) « pore PiEg P1t0 4a 
e Art and occupation, they are by order to bee rompelled to works 

their maintenance, which s the beft aud greateſt almes, . 

- The obje& ofchy ſpeciall, intimate, and deareſt love, muſt 

bee the Chriftian, even the pooreſt profeſiour of Religion, 
not the compleate Carnalift , or moft- magaificent World» 
ling. | 

3. Thou muſt alfo looke unto the matter, elfe all may 
bee mard, For inſtance : The matter of thy bounty and be 


neficence, mult be thine owne IF got lawfully, not fors * 
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merly hoarded by Vſury and wrong; otherwiſe it will but 


prove, in reſpect of divine allowance, but an.abomina» 
# Eleemoſyna ble ſacrifice *: for many times , that which i highly eftce- 
cum iniquitat® gee among ft men, i abomination in the ſight of God, Luke 
acquiſita - abomi- 
nabilis eſt coram 16.1 5+ 


Devz 8acceprum, 3, The perſon muſt bee pleaſing; the aCtor accept» 


>> vera a able unto God : Otherwiſe his beſt and mott. bountitull 


Aug rom. 4-art deedes, are atthe beſt but beaurifull abominations : Services 
_ 7 . - . p 

De jltis 1abori- molt facred in their owne nature, as Prayer, hearing the 
busfacte eleemo- Word, receiving the Sacrament, &c. are from hum, and the 


| noaSfoge r= wi altar of his unſanGitied heart, but as the offering of ſwines 


Tudicem Chriſti, bloud. If thou be not juſtified by faith, and accepted through 
<um pauperibus CPruſt, all thy actions, naturall, civill, recreacve, religious; 


quibus rolls whatſoever is within thee, or without thee, the uſe of the 
olire velle clee- « . 
mofrnasfacee, Creatures all thy courſes , waies, and paſlages, are turned 


de fanore& uſu- 1NtO finnes and pollutions unto thee, enlarge and aggravate 


Tis. De verbs . %* © a 
Dom. Series, Thy woe and damnation: Even the ſacrifice and whole way of 


Sed ait wiki rap- the wicked, ts an abomination to the Lord, Prov.15. 8, 9. 


-—— aliena- The Phariſee , Luke 18. was not a burton better for all his 
—— Agapem Prayers, faſting ,.&c. nay , by accident more accurſed; I 
facio, inclulis in meane in reſpe6t of any gracious entertainement with God, 
mitto, nudos ve- WNO , WaS-20t pleaſed with him, 1n Him, in whom He 1s 
Rio , peregrins yell pleaſed. 33047 459; [8 bot; 
tas: rollerno. 4. The heart- muſt be ſincere, elſe even the nobleſt dus 
i, & dediſti. Cui ties of Religion are nothing. Þ In4as gave his name to Chriſt, 
dederis, g 


cui abitdtens ,* Preacbed, and wrought miracles; and yer all the while was a 
plorat- Quem du- deſperate hypocrite,a very incarnate d1vell z becauſe his heart 
ocum tors 6a: WAS.rotcen, drencht in the gall of bitteruefle, and ſnared in 
Dicis ci cui dede- the bond of 1niquitie, The lraelites humiliation ſeeking od, 
quia Ecepifticea FE1Hr ning , and. inquiring early after him : beſpeaking him 
aliws ribi cx ala With all tearmes of dearencfle and dependance; our Rocks our 
pare dicit» F69 high God, oxer Redeemer 4 was all but temporary and unſound, 
Eh 5 er pens o- becauſe their heart was not upright. When hee firw them, then 
<oete= —_ they. ſought bim : and they returned, and enquired early after 
5 _—_ Ln God. And they remembred, that God was their Rocke : and the 

reri - : : : 
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high Godt heir Redeemer, Nevertheleſſe, they did but flatter hins 
wth theix monuth,: and they lied wnto him with their tongues. For 
their heart was net right with him, Mal,78.34,35 36,37» 

5. The \meanes-mult bee good, Otherwiſe, bee the end 
never ſoexcellent; let there bee never ſo exatt and abſolute 
concurrence of all. other cauſes; yer the glory-and comfort 
ofthe,a&tion 1s quue darkened, and deſperately empoyloned 
to the man; thac willingly, and againſtthe cry of anillight» 
ned confcience, 1mployes and puts his-Iand-to any wi 
meanes for. the atchicvemens. , -Suppole;that by.a lie, thhy 
couldeſt ſave a mans life, his® foule, the _ of _ _ men - Ad ſempirern 

on-earth;-nay, winne thereby,unto God as much glory,as ut nu ne 
br. 6 by all creatures3 yet for allthis, onchy OO 
part all wered naught. - For it jsaſagred Principle, ſealedun- <LI 
to by truth it ſelfe;,,e wt do wdill, that good may come therehy, + Sed aqua. 
Rom.g. 8/1 (io 57 fine not Lordpramm 937 5 2ftsl 7 nll _ —— 
b, < The ciucamſlances maſt bee ſeaſonable.->For: _ obrenen nallo._ 

erfovall: and private-prayer ,. is a:riight precious fabfahigg 9:35 bono fine , 
and ſervice: bow tor ren rh mare ToOcke concen Hrnng fie 
of place, or elſe itmay looſe its: fweer-fmelhing favour in the da fur. Corrre , 
noſtrils of God, and bee! taiited with:* Phaotaiſinee The 77 2s 
cldſee, or ſome retired place, is fir fas this wiggle which the * Cum ubique 


"more: ſecret ; the more ſincere ; hob the $1\ylragey nor; and IPO or 


corners of the ſtreets, which was the Phariſees 42gnc- glorious liberum tabere 
wont who fought more for 4praiſe of men, then; pleafing ogy mpegs. 
of God. Meditationwupen divitdemyfteries , and quickiihg precipue: "cl 
ſpirituall points, is anexecHent, and acceptableexetcife;ÞÞ it Jo: 19) in 046: 
keepe,ies owne thrhe;aud becanfindegoia fietime/bilt igithe © marchs.s. 


heate of the Predcherg powring out- his ſoule for ugiin  Cloh.13-4%./ 4 


rf ery gr 5! ol , _ ; ere unſeaſanable, 
1g to mind feriouſly :fome ſpeci ſlages formerly 
heard\, - or read, to prefie them with wha and power 
uponthe conſcience, a0 ts 2 right needfull,: and religious :dn> 
tie; but foco doe at a Serinon, in ſinging a Plalme, 'or when 
wee ought to bend all the powers of our foules, and:beft 
attention to the preſent , is but one of Satans:trickes ip the 


glory of,an Angel , to make us guilty of the Lg" 


- 
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rob us of che corforc of the ordinance. in-hand. . +. 
' 9, Theentalio maſt bee:anſwerable'in.goodnefſe; and 
by irs exceſlencie afid atorat ivencſie;infpire amiableneticand 
allurementinto all the means leading thereunto, though.they 
ſhould bee 1n their owne mature painefull and unpleabryg.. In 
all thy cncerprizes and undertakings, thourmuft have in thine 
eyepringpally, that Wniverſallaimeof atl our ations, Gods 
lory z otherwiſe; lecithe whole affaire' bee carried never fo 
wely inthe eics omen ; bee clothed with never fo goodiy 
a ſhew, and glorious ourtide; -yer:in reſpe& of acceptation 
- with God; or true comfort to the party , 1tis no betterchen 
 the'thitting off # Doggor weeks. © Tehwidid right; noble and 
worthy ſervice, by his refolure reocing out, arid couragious 
cutting offthat Lithy antidolatrous Houſe: of Ahab : and 
Hiyeet m the noſtrils oft ©-D,; was thart-great ſacrifice of 
b: '"  Baals Priefts: hee marched furioufly in this holy: bufineſſe, 
B | - » and was very zealous: coexecure Gods charge in thatregard 
__--- 2 exaftly. And yerforalbthis,all theſeoutward glonous vittble 
Kofr.g' > - OfOrmities ro Gods 'commandement were to-him, butes 
We w ling of 0 rem agree eye _ not upon = right 
_ glory. Heprincipally aimed at the fecure ferth 
| here end. coll aun FEAT by an ia 
..: ., ment of rhe Kings family; Had his aime'beene right, his 
-' | hearthad beerie we well icr againſtthe:polden Calves in Dan 
_ and Bethehas his hanttand ſword againtt the wdolatrous houſe 
- - af Bally butitwasnot!ſo;2King.ro,29,''”- 
.: Mow Tcometo'fomeparticulars;zand- -- .-- ets 
- - - > 3: 6 Bivſh, concerningrevreations/-which howſoever, they 
- " rughtrobe vety moterate:and-ſparing grand: in that refpet, 
me thinkes, :I{hoakd rather fpare my, labout j-and noe ſpend 
many-words: yer becauſe they are not oriely miatiably pur- 
ifned'and po mto by men-of this world;/bucalſo too 
-much logked atter,and lyerrin, even by ſome who looke to- 
wards Religion, I fhall be fomewhar the longer; andadviſe, 
tharthey be not he 
- x. Coſtly. Tocurbe and confine thine affeRtionsto a ſea. 
:fonableand fanRified moderation herein, conlider,'3. hows 
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the 
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the ad and bowels: of mary+®. -poors embers of If hs 
Chriſt, and diſtreſſed Saints cel} hay; crpevert with reares of pecuniam noſtr 
bloud for reli=fe'and mg from thine abundant' and FonocreNs. 
overflow! i[lnies t thou mult bee calfed Up@N, recumnoſtrarum? 
and acconfitable' with ſeveritic3 41d VxaAneſle at that Ah New ain 
nd deeadfgll Tribuuall for every farthingz how thou gorlt non auferimus x: 
witty what watrantehou Ter 125 'up6n what thou Popes illiha- 
Clonal, 37 "The'4 t oft : hide: great and re- pede mr" 
nowned/Father of the Qtureh, who, as Divinesr repore (for gre: Magiſtraris 
mutt confefle, I rakeitar orhe? mens word;' nbr know {1 —cs be- 
where it igip his wovkesy but it Loving worthy ſo excef; 2e natur Alrids 
tenta/mins) would bito# allvting? Ard play, taken "ae: ni 

winzet, ard: never rofforeteo WE 
Cn hp want, what mY Et: repre} by od OR - 
wy FRO” IH, lant, wndepaupe- - 


 *n play, exce _ play fo my, Fietws Aran of Yhensz fornz ludibrs 
= h they w7 har; money baftwed 7 Bi Fly Kone 12 clay 


V pon a common Feaſt. And why not rather uporthe pe ” Bat 5 my ——_ 


Tay, Irs much bereer, and mb tſmfe , that 1o money, bee lajt ro deprainte ? Ero- 

the flaks t for although is may bes, that thowwtr nor toucht with 894m elle di- 
s of winning] yhvbet win: <twhvin thow ore. "milky be# ue qui pete 

rained that way. Lev rot of iWhes taker aevay, which are tg aficiarur Gamno: 


| js. 0g lucratus eſt 
any at all: tines © non Fruatur male 


FT. Cruell. Bathe not thy recreations ii bloud : ' Refreſh partis. Id acien- 
not thy xyred-mind: with fpeGadles of crifeldges Cotifiticr, games cun 
1/-How God litmfelfe out of 'tendernefſe ET ie, 'woul! minium- 1dem ſen. 
nor have his'people feed upon the feſ'of Beafts wich 'the £7, 1m in 
+bloud,teſt thereby they ſhould bee ficfletocrueltie, and in: on Mare id : 

516 1 5:ſbsp Ingrom 


qudies the ſame face of Auſtin for the [ame eech, @' on the exght r. cA 
rut dawn, 6 {. _ dbletmilado ,i nifd ;pro? en en A A neva ma 
Wor 6. PS Lond :Forg, SRILAN pom Aid _ wr rerm in panperes ? 
ICO ro mQ1us , rarius i penatyr , cum fier ret 
go v6n tics) not: rangaris, ater ons is RIAA RE FE, bo precitato, 4 Ego- 
hic puwique putarim 18c/uds 5 nes Que ora © vivs Ms; cciam ſanguis 


aac: pon gs edaur, nam eſum alioqui ſangy hic okiboum. 
non purazjm, nif-ex eonſequenti i. Aſerer i Vs + PITS, /$oah;ap g0:le did. db fe -bloud in 
ines concetve,thas 


abys ſer c or Ho NIDAD: 
; Ment alifertsf KV ae G4 SeeSarch in AQ-1s, 
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ured to behold ruefull obje&s without horrour, And doeſt 


thouthinke then , hee. will alloyy thee to feede thine eye and 


. fancie, with their bloydy tortifring, and tearing one another! 


in pieces?; 2. With what brutifh ſavagenefle chon dejeRteft 
and debaſeft humanitie, below the immanutie of beafts. No 
beat, chey ſay, takes contentment in the hurting of any o- 


._ ther, except, an. the caſe of hunger or anger , /'They. fatisfic 
© their appetites and rage ſomerimes-wich, crueltie-and:bloud; 


bur their eyes and fancies never. 3, men bleudily mins 
ded toward-harmelcfle beafts., diſcoyes.qur naturalll pro« 


+, penſion eo crueltie , which. 18 further,manifeſtgd:. 1, by the 


multicudes many.times, thirſting'$&. chrufting after the aurios 


| by of wofull ſpeRtacles,and their impatigacy totarry the be» 


holding of the lamentable executions» of guilty perſons. 
2, And inthat they take no delight to ſec. wilde bealtsplay, 
and ſportingly to make much one of another z. but are well 
pleaſed. to ſee them bloudily encounter , mangle and-enter- 


. +teare each other. ,Thele ſeeds then,.or rather weeds of cruel- 


tic, originally planted in their hearts by the curſe of Nacure, 
are too ranke and luxuriant. of themſelves; they neede no 
manuring with barbarous inhumanities, and ſports of bloud. 
3. That Rule which Divines give about recreation, wee muſt 
not make Gads Iudgements and puniſhments of hnne, either 
ypon man or beaſt, the matter and object of them, Now,beſt 
Divines hold, that enmitic amongft themſelves, .was a frutc 
of our rebellion agaiAſt God, and more generall judgement 
inflicted upon the creature afterthe fall. Which miſerie com- 
ming upon them by: our. meanes, ſhould rather breake our 
hearts and make themblecde, then miniſter matter of glory- 


 iog in our ſhame,and vexing thoſe very vexations, which our 


impiety hath put upon them. Alas,finfull man, what an heart 
baſt choy, that cank take delighr in the cruell tormenting of 


 adumbe creature! Is it not'too'much for thee to behold with 
_  driegies that fearetull brand, which only thy finne hath im- 


preſt upon it; bur thou muſt barbggoully alſo preſſe its 7 4 


 -» - prefions, and make thy ſelfe merry with thebleeding mile 
| Ties of that poore harmelcſſe thing, which in igs_kjnd is 


comfortable walking with God, 
much more and farre better ſerviceable to the Creator then 
thy ſelfe ? Yer I deny nor, bur that there may bee another . 
lawfull ufe of this Antiparhy, tor the deſtroying of hartfull; 
and enjoying of uſcfulleceatures; fo that irbe'without any 
- taint, or afperſion of crueltie on our parts, or atedliflc tore 
menting ot che lilly beafts. | bi RTE, 5.7 
3.: Ingroſſers of time, 'Thoufands there are, who plunge 
themſelves over head and eates incourfes of pleafare';” which 
they call recreations; wherein they very unworthily and wo-' 
fully waſtethe fac and marrow, as it were, of deare and pre- 
cious time, the flower of their age , the ftrengeh of their 
bodies z emaſculate and melt the vigour of their ſpirits, into 
effemmareneſk, fenfualitie, and luſt: drovwnethefiire and 
goodly hopes of their education, the Honour'f rheir Fatni- 
lies, the expeCtation of the Countrey, the improoyement 
of their parts, in froth and folly : Agthough thoy were placed 
upon the earth, as Leviathan im the Sea, onely to take their 


ſport and paſtime *therein. Lovers they are" of pleaſures, __ —_ 


# | 


conſcience of medling at any time with -recreations; with-'vermibus largie- 


- ; \menſam inſtr 
the ſame account and conſequence with fleepe and other duri. &ry/; Ser. 


wearied our bodies with ſome honeft imployment, or ci- 
redour minds —_— and noble ex _ or both.” And: 
as we muſt not prefie uponthem at our pleaſure andptevent. 
true needs, out of an hankeging humour after ſpot Il vanj- 
ties, old haunts, good fellow meetings, mitictorhe 
rimes, or ſore ſuch ſenſual] and inondinate accruBlye: fo in 


% So - 
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the entertainement of them, wee muſt receive them , as men 
doe honey, with thetip of the finger, not with a full hand. 
By no meanes ought we to engage, and as it were, to engulfe 
our affeQions inte their excefies and immoderation; not 
ſufter them {o to inſinuare, asto ſteale away our hearts unto a 
pleaſing inſenfible thraldome ; ſo creating neceſſities of re- 
creations, which is an extreme milerie, and intolerable {1a- 
very : wherein notwithſtanding many truly unworthy and 
unnoble Gallants miſerably languiſh, and come tonothing z 
proove onely unprofitable burthens of the earth; andin 
Seed. of a bleſſing, the very bane of the Countrey that bred 

m. SALE 

Let ſuch conſiderations as theſe ſerve as ſo many curbes, 
- 8 to reſtraine us from an unſeaſonable intruſion upon them:and 
q' ſo many keene ſpurres to poaſt us out of them, before we be -. 


158 
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} limes and intangled by them. | 
| PuntumeRquow I, Timeis ſhort. Our lite is but a ſpanlong, a bubble, a 
| as. thought, a ſmoake, a ſhadow, a dreame, the very dreame of 


a ſhadow; or if you can name any thing more fading and 
fraile : and yet upon this moment depends eternitie. As we 
behave our ſelves heere opon earth, either in conformitie to 
the waies of God, walking with him, ſelfe-demiall, 6c, or 
in faſhionableneſſe tothe world, ſerving the times, and our 
owne turnes,&c., ſoſhall wee fare everlaſtingly in another 
life : And either become moſt glorious and happy creatures, 
crowned with an exquiſite confluence and quinteſflence, as it 
were, of ſweeteſt unmixed eternall pleaſures; a very ſhadow 
whereof, not the largeſt naturall hearts of deepeſt underftand- 
4 ding men, fromthe. Creation, tothe laſt day, were they all 
=: * united into one exateſt height and excellency of conceit, 

= could poſſibly comprehend ; nay, in this one circumſtance,at 
the leaſt, the Saints ſhall ſurpaſſe even Angelicall felicitie ; 
they ſhall bebold, with incredible joy, their owne nature;in 
that. reſpe&t honoured and advanced above the brighteſt. 
Cherub, ſhining for ever. with infinite beautie and glorified 
ſplendour, in the facred Perſon of the Sonne of God: oreliſe 
1 irrecoverably into. the mouth of inexplicable and _ 

- ilefſe . 
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dilefle horrour ,' and ſo become the forlorne and wofull Ob- 


jets, upon which ſhall be exerciſed and executed the un» 
quenchablezvrath of God, and fierceſt torments in hell, with 
extremitie and everlaſtingneſle; nay, and inthis point, more 
unhappy than the very Devils : for fince their Apoſtacy,there 
was no meanes or pofſibilitie ueuchfafed untocthem of reco= 
very, and returne to thoſe everlaſting Manfions of: glory : 
Bur the ſonnes and daughters of Adaw, fince theirfall, have 
had the very Sonne of God himſelfe, with the deare and 
unvaluable cry of his owne hearts bloud, to mediate unto, 
and ſollicite the Father of all compaſſions and mercy, for 
reſtitution into favour and plantation into the Angels roome, 
And therefore as this thought, Oh what unhappy and accur- 
ſed creatures were we, who being crowned with the match- 
lefle tranſcendencie of all felicities and glory , would not 
hold our Ration and have fhined ſtill 1 I fay, as this thoughe 
will endleſly haunt 'the damned angels with unconceiveable 
biting andanguiſh ſo, not onely an anfwerable ſelfe-free- 
ting torture from this conceitz Alas, that wee kept not Para- 
diſe | will rent and teare the woefull heart of the wicked int 


hell, but alſo a further ting of that never dying Worme, . 


net-incidentto the Apoftate angels, will extremely earage 
them withreftlefſe gnawings of conſcience andiguaſhing of 
teerch”,' when out of the horrour of their hideous woetull 
yellings, x cry out againſt themſelyesz W hat wret- 
ches ? What beafts ? What madded Devils were wee }: Who 
when the glorious Bloud of Chriſt Teſus was fo:merciful 
tendred unto us in the Miniſtery of the Word 'all our lite 
long, wee turned our backes againſt ſuck blefied ahd bleeding 
imbracements z and cruelly cut the throates of our-owne 
poore foules, by impenitent continuance in finne : fo loefing 
for a few bitter-ſweete pleaſures in this vale of teares, for. an 
inch oftime, fulneſle of joy at Gods right hand, through all 
etcrnitie, 199.57 Ware 

_ 2, Time isprecious. If all this great maſſe body of:the 
whole earth, whereupon we tread, were turned intoa lumpe 
of gold, it were not able to: purchaſe one miziute of _ 
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And weere-there no other circumſtance to ſet an imprefſion 
of high valuation uponiit; ex this very one doth much; en- 
nobleis;; That all theſe faire avd ſhining bodyes above our 
heads, and principally the Prince of all the lights of heaven, 
that glorious and-mighty Giant, the prime and crowne of all 
eorporalk creatures, doe tire and waſte, as it were, their cele- 
ftiall yigours,; with the incredible ſwittneſle of endlcfle re- 
volutions,, to beget and give us time ; I ſay, us, who for the 
finne of every moment 1 it , deſerve cternitie of puniſh- 
ment... But that our hearts may bee more ſenſibly wrought 
upon, and more effeQually affeRed with the dearenes & pre- 
ciquſnefie of it; let us ſuppoſe that the Lord , by divine and 
extraordinary diſpenſation , ſhould give leave to a damned 
ſoule to come 1nto this life againe, and would youchſafe him 
but one houre of a new triall, as it were, and a ſecond time 
of gracious viſitation : Oh how highly would he prize, how 
eagerly would he apprehend, with what 1nfiaice watchful- 
nefle, endeavour, and diligence , would hee improve that 
little ſhort golden ſeaſon ? And if therein hee might have.bue 
the happinefſe to heare a Sermon : Oh with what affeStio- | 
nate inflamed attention would hee liſten unto the Word of 
Life ! how- would. his beart breake and bleed within him, 
and fall afunder in his breſt , likedrops of yater, to hears 
Gods juſt wrath and holy indignation thundred out'apd 
threatned againſt finne ! With what inſatiable graſping and 
deare imbracement would hee labour to lay hold upon Chriſt 
Teſws and his gracious promiſes ? In a word, he would thinke 
that in demonſtration of thankefullneflc for Gods favour, 
might hee bee fo happy as to have it, the ſpending of every 
moment. of all that great body of time, which lies betweene 
the Creation and the worlds end, if hee might live ſo long,in 
as holy, pure, friſt, preciſe, heavenly manner, as ever did 
the oſt mortified: Martyr upon earth, were farre to lictle, 
Shall wee then triflingly paſſe and play away the time chat ig 
ſoprecious 2 And in my ſappoſition, the damned ſoule ſhould 
bee fare of an houre: But none of us can poſſibly pur- 
.obaſe lecuritic for one very moment, after I have ipoken 
+ this 
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comfortable walking with God, 
this word. Thetime preſent is our onely time; wee haveno 
more power and. command oyer the time to come, then 6yer 
the time paſt. Even the next minute thou mayeſt bee cut off 
by the ſtroke of death from all further time of repentance, 
acceptation, and grace for ever. Nay, yet further , wereie 
poſſible that any uncomfortable paſſion were incident toa 
glorified Saint in heaven, hee would be ſorry and tranſported 
with extreme anger and indignationagaintt himfelfe; That 
hee was not a more greedy ingroſfr , as it were, and im- 
proover of time, for doing excellently upon earth; and that 
every houre after his converſion was not crowned with ſome 
rarer and more remarkable exploit z with ſome more ſpeci 
all and noble ſervice, for the glorifying of that moiſt boun- 
«tifull, and ever-blefled God, who hath now honoured bim 
with ſuch unſpeakeable glory, and that Crowne of joyes, fo 
infinitely tranſcendent to the utmoit expeRation of the moſt 
enlarged heart. Howſoever therefore men of this world, for 
the moſt part, except they be continually exerciſedin variety 
of pleafing imployments,and fill entertained with freſh ſac- 
ceſſions of new pleaſures, are ſore.troubled with time, and 
tedioully perplext how to paſſe it ; which is the reaſon that 
they deviſe ſo many paſtimes , with much falicitous 
and ſenſuall fore-caRt, plot and projet to, themſelves, afore- 
hand, many and many a merry meeting, 4dle viſitations, fea- 
ſtings, mutuall entertainements of meere, eomplemente- and 
vanitie, .joviall revellings, as they call chem, &c. -that they 
chaine together, aSit were, by the Art of Epicyriſme and 
with linkes of libertie continued occaſions of-company kee- 
ping, and good-tellow meetings; from the gne-.end of the 
weeke to the other : (For ſolitarineſle and (elfe-converking,is 
a very torturing racke, and the tide-time of melancholy, to 2 
the waking conſciences of gracelefle and -guiltie.-men.:;) "5 
Though, Ifay, this be the cuſtame. and carriage of: Satans b 
Revellers; yet all Chriftians oughe to have time. indeare and 
high eſteeme , .in every moment. whereof ſhould they lay 
downe ten thouſand lives. for His. ſake that pardons their 
fines; and alſodoe him all the glorious {gryice-of all, both 
- # 7,518 & | a 3 Hoa « ag M GC oo iter * the 
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the Militant and Triumphant Saints, it were infinitely tos 
little for his love. 'Wherefore no marvell though well-advi- 
{ed and watchfull, they feele themſelves rather pinche v7ith 
want, then prett with plentie of her golden offers and oppor- 
tunities to doe good, and bee ever addreſt toentertaine and 
welcomeevery houre with fpeciall attendance, as a gracious 
Indulgence ot his patient love, and lon v-ſuffering, and ſuffe« 
ring them to doe him yet more honour, ( for which cauſe 
alone they long to live) before they goe downe into the pit 
and be ſcene no more. And they ſhould be fo farre from being 
afraid of ſolitarinefle, as to hold their time alone, the onely 
time for ſweetelt contemplations, heavenly commerce, nee- 
rer converling and communion with God, 

3. Wethatare earthly Angels by the nobleneſle of Crea- 
tion, though by voluntary degeneration incarnate divels, 
were put 1nto,and planted within the compaſſe and comforts 
of this great and curious Frame round about us, the goodly 
Workewanſhip of Gods owne Almightie hand, wherein wee 
have the Sunne to ſerve us; and we of this Kingdome by 
matchleſle and incomparable favour, the heavenly and hea- 
ling beames of the Sunne of Righteouſneeſſe, to ſhine upon 
us through his-glorious Goſpel; I ſay,we were placed in this 
world, not to ſerve our owne turnes, to pleaſe our owne 
hearts,to follow our owne wayes, to cate, drinke, and fleepe ; 
to-temporize, revell, or roote in the earth; toplay the Epi- 
cures , Libertines, Machavillians; to climbe into high 
Toomes, by all meanes lawfull and unlawtull ; by bribery,ti- 
monie, flattery, baſe infinuations, following the times; or 
ſome fouler meanes, and there to domineere and tyrannize 
In a word, to ſerve the divell for a few and evill dayes,to die, 
and fo to bee damned, No,no, a nobler taske and more excel- 
lent end is appointed and apportioned for the Prince and 
princſpalleit of all earthly creatures. Our being upon earth 
this little inch of time, 1s for buſinefl: of another nature, and 
for a farre more 1mportant affaire, and dearett conſcquence 
even with humblenefſe and truth to know an\ oey our 
God, to ſerve our brethren in love, and to fave our owne 
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comfortable walking with God. 


poore ſoules in the Day of Chriff. This is that One neceſſarie 
thing, in reſpeCt of which, all other things, though otherwiſe 
honeſt and excellent, are but reſpeRively-neccfarie. and fo 
farre as they further , and are warrantably and comfortably 
ſubordinate and contributarie to this end: Nay, to this the 


exquilite Quinteſſence and concurrence of all other ,. the 


deare(t and moſt defireable things under the Sunne, are to bes 
accounted but drofle and dung. And yet for all this, many of 
us, while wee yet abode in the darkenefſe and damnation of 
' our naturall late, ſpent many yeares,ſome twenty,ſfome thir- 
tie, ſome perhaps fortie, wholly upon hell, in baſe and un- 
bleſſed courſes, quite crofle to the end of our Creation. All 
that time (a miſery to be lamented 2ven with teares of bloud) 
was utterly caſt away upon the kingdome of darkenefle, 
fearefully loft upon our owne lutts, ſinfull faſhions,and pride 
of life; laviſhly and wofully waſted, in the devils ſervice. 
Nay, all that while, abominable and beaſtly wretches that 
wee were, wee {et our ſelves with ſenſuallrage, againit the 
very face of heaven , lay in aCtuall high Treaſon, and bore 
Armes in open Rebellion againit that dreadtull Majeſtie 
which might moſt juſtly every moment of that wotull time 
'havearreited us with death; arraigned us at che Barre of his 
Tuttice,and throwne us downe into hell. What manner of per- 
ſons then I pray you ought wee to bee, in the ſhort remainder 
of thoſe few and evill dayes which are behind ? Even to im- 
ploy and improove the utmolt pofſibilitie of all our natu- 
rall acquired and gracious parts, our credit, calling, outward 
ſtate, al-our power, meanes,occaſtons;aduantages, to win and 
woke out glory unto God, enlargement of Chritts King- 
dome, confuſion to the devils dominion, converſion of os 
thers, comfort unto our owne poore ſoules againſt our ene 
ding houre. A fellow that hath loytered a great part of the 
day in his joerney, or bulineſſe,, and.yet muſt needs reach 
home and finiſh his taske, will toile and ſweat at it towards 
right, double his paines, and put all bis trength'unto it; ſo 
we having not onely beene {lacke in our buſineſle about Gods 
ſervice, and flow, inthe way to heaven, but evenfor many 
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yeares, perhaps, runne ina quite contrary courſe, and done 
the divels worke; muſt now. towards the night of our natu- 
rall life, and the concluſion of the ſhort ſpan thereof, ſpare no- 
paines, double our diligence, preſlz hard to the Prrce of the. 
high calling, quit our ſelves like men, and bee ſtrong, with an ho- 
ly violence lay hold up5n the Kingdome of heaven, with all 
zeale, courage, and refo]ution, labour to redeeme the time 
paſt, for the daies ar+ evill;. and our particular doome for e- 
ternitie of joyes, or woes; pleaſures or paines, drawes on a- 
pace, and 13 even at the doore. 

And as confideration of former time curſedly miſ-ſpent; ſo 
2 fore-conceit alſo of dreadfull times to come , may juſtly 
cauſe us to make much of , and husband well every moment 
we have preſently in our hands;.for treaſuring up an hea- 
venly hoard of grace, comfort, patience, and couraye, a- 
gainlt the evill day. Though the times, as yer, bee faire and. 
calm?, happy and Haltyonian; and the Candle of Ged ſhines. 
ſill upon this Kingdome, with extraordinary proſperitie and 
peace; there 15s no carrying into captivitie., or crying. in our 
freets , but every man 1s quietly repoſed under his owne 
Vine; and there refreſheth himſelfe with the riches and- 


. comforts of a good and 'pleaſant land; yet as-ſure as the 


night followes the day, a change will come. If the glorious- 
and Triumphant times of the daughter of Teruſalem , that 
men called, The perfeftion of beamty, The joy of the whole ear;h, 
T he glory of all 12nds, were turned into 64 of trouble and of 
treading downe,, and of perplexitie, by the. Lord God of hoſts, 
1n the valley of viſion, breaking d1wne the walles, and crying to 
to the mountaines + what may we of the Land looks for, it we 


ſill turne the grace of God into wantonnefle but at lzngeh 


to bee turned out of our houſes -of peace , as the unthanketu!- 
Jeſt and vaworchieſt people that ever the Sunne of Heaven 
faw, or the Swnne of Chrilts. glorious Goſpel did ſhine up-- 
on ſo faire and folong ?But howſoever the Kingdeme fare, 
and God deale with ws in publike: (Oaely let me teli you by 

the way, that 1n the meane time wee fland by a miracle of- 
Gods mercy and a prop of his extraordinary paticace) yer 
every. 
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every one of our particular day and doome cannot bee farre 
off. As yet, perhaps, the Almightie is with us, his providence 
roteas our habitations, no remarkable aflition hath taken 
Fold upon us z fo that there is no mourning, or ſpeRacles of 
miſeries in our families; no crying, O my Father Abraham, 
and O my ſonne Iſaac; O wy ſonne eAbſalom , my ſoune , 
ſonne eAb/alom; O Abſalom, my ſonne, my ſonne | And theſe 
houſes of fleſh,ic may bee, wherein wee dwell for a few and 
evill daies, areas yet in reaſonable good repairez and it is 
every way with us, as it was with Job in the daies of his 
youth, when he waſhed his ſteps with butter, and the rockes 
pewred him out rivers of oyle;z yet wee may build upan it, 
as 2 Principle which neverfailed finfull mortalicie, that daies 
of danger and diſtrefſe will have their turne and time alſo. 
Sorrow and fickneſk, perplexitic and feare , temptation, de- 
ſertion, trouble of conſcience, the deſtroying Sword, a fiexie 
triall, ſtriving unto bloud ; /ſarien times of moſt abhogred 


memory, or ſome dreadfull vifieation in one kind or other, . 


may ſeize upott us, we know not how ſoone. Bubhowſoever 
weelſcape inthe meane time, ſure Iam, theſe fraile bodies of 
ours, after a ſhort while, wilb fall inſander, and moulder a- 
away into rottenneſſe and duft; and our naked ſqules muſt 
ſtand at the juſt T7ibunall of the ever living God; countable 
with exaQneſke and truth, for all things done in the bodie. 
Farre bee it from us then, and every one, that atthe laſt and 
great Day would not cry to this Rocke and that Mountaine 
to cover him, like fonnes and daughters of confulion, ta 
trifle away time in this heate of our ſpirituall harveſt; but 
rather with doubled and extraordinarie reſolution, let us 
gird up the loines of our Mindes, and with all faxcthfulneſſe 
and power, 1mproove every houre of this faire Day of our 
gracious viſitation; to treaſure uppeace to our poore ſoules 
agaiuſt the ſtormie winter night of death, .cowards. which, e- 
very wiride drives us, and both (leeping and waking wee'are 

poſting apace, though we perceive it not. 
4. Wee muſt bee countable for time. At the dreadfull 
Barre of that laſt Tribugall, as wee muft be exaQly my 
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able even for wandring vaine imaginations, idle words, and 
every the very leaſt errour of our whole lifez nay, for not 
improoving all our gifts, goods, and graces, to the veſt ad- 
vantage for Gods glory ; for miſ-1imployment of our wit,un- 
deritanding, memory, aft: &1ons, health, ſtrength, courage, 
learning, libertie, authoritie, policie, or any other power or 
poſſivilitic which God hath pur into our hands : ſo mult wee 
alſo give up a ſtri&t account for the expence of every mo- 
ment of- time. Now tell mee at that great and generall 
Amndit, whether of theſe two ſums will ſound more ſweet- 
ly in our eares ? Jrem, ſo many dates in Recreation, or ſo 
many daies 1:1 Humiliation; ſo many houres in Prayer, ar ſo 
many houres in playing at Cards: 4 many weekes1n Ioviall 
revellings and merry meetings, or ſo many weekes 1n watch- 
ing over our wales, and walking with God, &c. A ſerious 
fore-cencett of the unconceiveable comfort of the one; and 
how cold the other will firike unto our hearts, might make 
. us eafily-grow into bleſſed Bradfords care and practice this 
way, of whom it 1s reported, That hee counted that houre 
not well ſpent, wherein hee did'not ſome good: either with 
his pen, ſtudy, or in exhorting others, &c. and not to ruſh 
upon recfeations unſeaſonably, without neceſkitic and war- 
rantable calling. - : x 

- - 5.” The holieſt hearts of the moſt worthy Saints are wo- 
fully haunted with too many diftrations and violent intru- 
fion of1dle, vatne, and impertinent thoughts, even in holy 
duties, reltgious exerciſcs, and {ſolemne uſe of the ordi- 
nances: which without extraordinary watchfulneſſe, and 
wraſtling on their parts , would utterly bereave and robbe 
them of all the ſweerneſſe, power, and profit, of thoſe 
blefled meanes, andby little and little, quite transforme 
them into forme and-pertunQoritiefſe.. If 10 the beſt then 
and' heavenlieſt bufinefles, the vanitie of our: owne minds, 
and-malice of the Divell preſſe upon us with ſach impor- 
tunitie and reſtleſle affaults ; with what furious'and ime 
peruous incurſions and vaſtation of conſcience are they 
hke to-opprefie us tn our ilde_ houres , ill ſpent time, and 
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purſuit of pleaſures ? Conſideration whereof, mee thinkes, 
ſhould cauſe Chriſtians, who alone are truely ſenſible of the 
interruption and diſcontinuance of their ſweete communion 
and ſocietie with Chriſt, and ſmart many times for the 
eftrangement of their thoughts and affeftions from God : 
onely to have recourſe to recreations in caſe of true neede; 
for neceſſitie, I ſay, and ſeaſonably,evenas they uſe phyficke, 
ſo may they expe& Gods gracious proteRion. from the hurt- 
full prevailing of thoſe ſenſual diftempers and licentious ran- 
ging of their thoughts, which are wont to enrage and em- 
poyſon the minds and affe&ions of carnall men, all the 
while: and to make account ſo often as they are haled by 
the cunning enſnarement of old companions, the tyrannie of 
former cuſtome, unmortified yieldingnefle of their owne 
deceitfall hearts, to immoderation and excefle in this kind; + 
ſo often to expoſe their hearts by Gods juſt permiſſion, as a 
prey ts temptation and vanitie. Wherby they may bein con- 
tinuall danger, either by little and I:ttle to be drawne backe, 
and drowned againe inthe froth and fooleries of their difa- 
vowed pleaſures, which were an horrible thing;or elſe atleaft, 
©0 bring upon themſelyes, from time to time, as they tranſ- 
grefle in this kind, much unneceffary diſcomfort and difſet- 
tlednefſe in their Chriſtian courſe, diſ-relliſh in Religions ex= 
erciſes,deadneſſe of heart,diſaquaintance with heavenly com- 
forts, lofſe of that deareſt Thing, and earthly Paradiſe, peace of 
Conſcience, which perhaps they ſhall bardly with much adoe 
recover a long time after, 
6. Sixthly, confider Ckyy/oftomes precifenefſe againſt Preſens rempus 
waſting time this way.T he preſent time faith he, i not for mel- aki, fed _— 
| eſt, tribularionung 
& lamentationum. Tu vers leviter urbanis facetiis jocularis; —— Diabolus dentibus ftrider, ac fre. 
mit, ignem ſpirar adverſus ſalutem tuam z er tu ſedes, facerias effundens ? Ludimus dile&i?Vis dif 


cere Savgorum converiationem?Audi Paulum dicentemw: Per rriennium,irguit ,nofe & dic non deſftipi cum 
lacrymu adjaonere unumgueme ne veſtrum. Audi ettam quid & corinthiis dicat : Ex mulr4 rribulati- 


e7e,mnquit,c7 anxicrate cordu ſcri-ſi vobis ter multgs lachrymas. Et iterum : Qui infirmatur, & ego non tn 
firmor ? Aut effer.d tir, & ego ron wror ? Quin audi quid & alibi dicat : Nam & nos, inquits qui ſunus 
in hoc Taberraculo gemimus, er per lingulos dies, ut ita dicam, ex hos mundo migrare cupiente Apoſio- 
lo, Turides, er ludis ? Belli tempus eſt, pugnz, vigiliarum, cuſtodiz, armaurz et aciei : —— Etry = 
que tripudiantium ſunt, uſurpas ? Non vices bella gerentium facies, quommodd fant triſtes,contrate, 
luvercihis rerribiles, et herrore plenz ? Videns aciem eculorum auſfteum, cor 'excitaturs, ſaliens 
Ppalpitans ? &g- Chryſoſt.in cap.5. a,Eph.Serm 17. . 
MM 
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ting into wirthz but for lameutation and mourning, And yet 
doeſt thou vainely miſ-ſpend it in merry conceits ? The Devill © 
gnaſheth the teeth, roares, and foames , and flaſhes out fire a= 
gainſt thy ſalvation ; and doeft thou ſit ftill and jovially jeſt it 
eut ? Doe we play asd ſport our ſelves, Beloved? Wilt thou learne 
the converſation of the Saints ? Heare what Paul ſayes, ARt, 20, 
31. By the ſpace of three yeares I ceaſed not to-warne every one 
night and day with teares. 2 Cor. 2.4. Ont of mwch affiiftion 
and anguiſh of heart , 1 wrote unto you with many teares. 2 Cor, 
I1.29. Who weake, and I am not weake > Who ts offended, 
ard I burne not ? 2 Cor.5.4. For we that are inthis T abernacle, 
doe groane being buraened, And the Apoſtle defiring , that I 
may ſo ſpeake, every day to depart this life; Doeſt thow laugh 
and play ? Onr time heere ts 45 a times of warre, of fight, of watch 
and ward , of harneſſing , of ſtanding in the face and fury of the 
enemie ; and doeſt thou demeane thy ſelfe like a dancer ? Doeſt 
thow not ſee the faces of Souldiers in the fight ; how ſad they 
ave, how contratted, how terrible with frownes, how full of hor- 
rour ? Doeſt thow not behola the auſtere piercing intention of 
their cies, an extraordinary excitation of heart , leaping and 
panting in their breſts, &c. His meaning 1mports thus much: 
Doth an ordinary Souldier 1a the field againſt a mortall man 
an earthly enemie, recolle&t and unite all the ſpirits and pow- 
ers of body and ſoule with all efficacie, and earneſtneſſe, for 
the encounter : And ſhall a Chriſtian Souldier that wraftles 
not againſt fleſh and bloud, bur againſt po, againſt 
Powers, againſt the rulers of the darkenefle of this world, 
againſt ſpirituall wickednefles in high places, who is every 
moment furioully aflaulted and hunted even like a Partridge 
in the Mountaines, by the devils open rage, the ambuſhmenc 
| ofthe World, and the endleſſe treachertes of his owne falſe 
heart, trifle away his time, and turne aſide to toyes ? 
4. No incrochers upon heavenly comforts; no dimini- 
| thers of our light in God; no devourers of ſpirituall joy. 
For this is a very deare and divine thing, to bee prized and 
preſerved as a / fn and celeſtiall Iewell, farre more worth 
then heaven and earth; which the world can neither give, 
nox 
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nor take from us; neither muſt any ſtranger meddle with it. 
Wee may take an eſtimate of its excellencie, by caſting our 
eyes upon. | 

I. The intolerable bitternefle of the contrary , T meane, 
ſpirituall horrour, which we ſee, ſometimes by wofull expe» 
rience, doth inrage the guilty conſciences of ſome forlorne 
wretches, with ſuch reſtlefſe furtes, and unutterable anguiſh, 
that at length, (extremeſt, I know not whether madnefle%r 
cruelty.) they lay violent and villanous hands upon them- 
ſelves. In which caſe, ſuch an hell upon earth is horrour of 
conſcience, they care not a button for the ſweetneſſe of life, 
the ruefull cries of their own deare children,the heavy lookes 
of their yoke fellowes, the abhorred mfamy they bring 
upon their owne names, families, kindred, buriall, poſtert- 
tie, Oh how they ſpurne at witha vile, diſdainefull con- 
tempt, Pleaſures, Riches Honours, Crownes, Kingdomes, 
Worlds of gold, any thing, every thing, as miſerable com- 
forters ! Nay it 1s ſo ftinging, that they will rather venture 
upon that other Hell, to which they are poſting in a Coffin 
ot bloud, a thouſand thouſand times more horrible, than 
endure it any longer. If fenſe then of divine indignation, 
taking ſecret vengeance upon the guilty conſcience of an 
impenitent Rebell, puts him as 1t were, into hell#h flames 
above ground; what an heaven upon earrh is a ſweet fee- 
ling of Gods reconciled face, and his everlafting mercies, 
through Chritt, ſealed and fct on by the holy Ghott, and te- 
ſtimony of a good confcience ? And how deliciouſly doth an 
humble foule, fo honoured with a foretaſte and firft fruits as 
it were, of eternall j»yes, graſpe the Lord Ieſus in his Ordi- 
nances,and blisfully funne it ſelfe in the love and light of His 
countenance ? wk | TS, 

2. The praQtice of the prophane in their inſatiable reſt 
tefſe purſuite of falſe joyes, and painefull pleaſures which 
at beſt are but as crackling of thornes nner 4 pot, and flaſhes of 
lightning before everlaſting fire. They hunt after them even _ 
into hell, and ]ighta candle at the Devill for lightfomenefſe 
of heart zby haunting Al--houſes, Tavernes, Brothel-houſes, 
Play- 
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Play-houſes, Conventicles of geod fellowſhip, ſfinnefull and 
unſeaſonable ſports, a thouſand kinds of vanities and foole- 
ries, which are nothing but the Devils Wakes, and revel- 
lings of Hell, And all this little poore carnall mirth, is pur- 
chaſed many times with much ſhame, lofle,miſeric, beggery, 
rottenneſſe of body, diſcredit, damnation. At what an high 
rate then, and with what eagerneſſe and thirſt 1s thar true, 
{weet,unmixed, glorious joy ſpringing out of the Fountaine 
- comfort in an honeſt and holy heart, to bee ſer and ſought 
alter ? 

3. Thedifferences betweene ſpirituall and carnall joy : in 
reſpect, . 

1. Of Laſtingnefſe, A ſpirituall merry heart is a con- 
tinuall feaſt, ſaith Salomon, whereas the joy of the hypocrite 
# but for amoment, Job chap. 20.5, Carnall joy is like light- 
ning, ſpirituall like the light of the Sunne. While the Play . 
laſts,chen ſenſualiſts laugbs;bur he falls into his dumps whea 
all is done. The Drunkard is merry, whileſt hee revels it a« 
mongſt his pot- companions inthe Ale-houſe; but when hee 
comes home, there is many times woefull worke. Whucſt 
the Gameſter is at play, he is well enough pleaſed ; but when 
he hath made away all, he is ready to make awsy himſclfe 
alſo, Acunning and proſperous Worldling, I confefle , by 
Gods permiſſion may patch together his pleaſures all his lite 
long : but at furtheſt, at death comes the deadly and ever- 
lafting dampe; whereas hee that walkes with God, 1s con- 
tented and comfortable all the day ; and death is the day- 
breake to him of everlaſting brightnefle. Carnall joy, I ſay, 
is like lightning, a flaſh and * away; * leaves the mind 1n 
more extreme and deeper darkenefſe ; blaſts the heart and 
affeions with ſpirituall deadneſie and defſolations, with 
many boyling diſtempers , much raging wild-fire, and un- 


cidir, erprereriic; quenchable thirſt after ſenſualitie, earthlineſſe and Epicu- 


ri\me; and firſt or laft, it is ever certainly followed with ren= 
ting and roaring ofthe ſpirit , ſpirituall terrours, thunders, 
darkenefle and damnation. But godly Joy is like the light of 
the Sunne, which though it may for atime bee ty ws 
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cloudes of temptations, miſts of troubles , and perfecutiong, 
darkenefle of melancholy x yet it ordinarily breakes out a- 
gaine with more ſweetneſſe and ſplendour,when the ſtorme 
15 over : but howſoever, it. hath ever the Sunne of righteoufs 
nefle, and Fountame of all comfort, fo retident and rooted 
in the heart, that not all the darkenefſe and gates of Hell ſhall 
ever bee able to diſplant or diftaine it, no more then a mortall 
man can pull the Sunne out of his.Sphere, or put out his glo- 
rious eye. 
2, Ofpuritie. The edge and relliſh of carnall joy, isever 
much rebated and imbittered with many ſowre ſauces, and 
envenomed mixtures; 1mpatiencie of delay, difficultie and 
danger in attainement, unanſwerablenefſe to fore- conceits 
and expectation , many ſecret terrours , fretting jealouſies, 
diſcontented-indignations againft their diſcontinuance and 
- vaniſhing, &c. And'befides, thoſe three enſuing individuall 
ſtings, which to an illightened conſcience as inſeparably and 
ſenſibly dogge them ar the heeles, as a ſhadow the body in 
the Sun- ſhine; cut the very throat, and burſt the heart ofall 
worldly pleaſures. 1. One of them 1s,as it were,naturall, im- 
| mediately attending all carthly mirch, more melancholy and 
heavie-heartedneſſe afterward. For as the Rivers of ſweet 
water runne their courſe todie inthe ſalt ſea; ſo the honey ' 
of all carchly pleaſure, ever endeth in the gall of gricfe. 
Voluptuouſnefſe even in her deareſt minions, ordinarily ex- 
 . ptires with anguiſh and anger that it 1s gone. The tranitorie 
| flaſhes of fenfull delight, are like the light of a candle, Extrema gaudii 
which leave at” the cloze a noiſome vexing ſnuffe behind. III 
| And that fweetnefſe which ſenſualiſts ſwallow downe ſo 
14 greedily, turnes to gravell in their guts, and at fare-well 
: fills their ſpicit with the returneof a more heavie melancho» , cam ceperic te 
Irckehamour, then before the-receit.” 2, The other 'T-eall- a liquid remporale 
temporary fting : for all the waijzes of worldly *pleafure — a—__ 
are ftrowed alſo witli needles & netrles, that I may fo ſpeak, oli te credere _, 
which ever and anon pricke and Ring her darlings, as they ; Gclerionis 
plucke her fading flowers. So thatar the beſt they are bur like habebis , quam. 
Beares robbing a Waſpes neſt, who rayenouſly pn Ter 
| combes, 
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combes, and with much adoe ſucke out a little honey, but in 
the meane time, arc ſoundly ftung and ſwelne about their 
heade for their painefull pleaſure. In their ſeverall walkes of a 
fooles paradiſe, they haunt both unreaſonably and unſeaſona- 
bly after tranfitorie delights; but they are even pained, and 
payed home with a wirnefk in the. very purſuite, For in- 
fance: The covetous man accounts worldly wealth, andan 
hoard of gold, his heaven upon earch; but in heaping 1t toge- 
ther, his heart is wofully rent and torne afunder with car- 
king thoughtfulnefle, reſtlefle rooting in the earth, anxious 
and endie caſting about and forecaſting : In a word ; with 
much care in gathering, more feare in keeping, and moſt 
griete in parting from 1t. So that for feeding his greedy eye 
upon a lictle vaniſhing heape of yellow earth, bis heart 1s con- 
tinually hanuted with ſuch vexing Harpies,I meane, waftin 
| _ Cares and falſe feares, that dry up even his vitall moiſture, => 
os $5:de. Cut his very heart-ſtrings in3 pieces, Good-fellow meetings 
fideriis yaſtantur, and Ale-houlſe revellings are the drunkards delight: but all 
"ren G\- the while he ſits at it, he is perhaps, in a bodily feare of the 
pantur, timori- h 
- bus curciantur, PuUritane-Conſtable : when towards night hee goes grunting 
[mm homewards, hee becomes a gazing * and laughing ftocke to 
Plats, ©** Childreninthe ftreetsz no ſooner comes hee recling into his 
* Ridiculusin fo- one houſe, but he wrings freſh cries, and teares of ſhame 
eoneng wr And griefe from his wife and family, for the reproach, beg- 
ab omnibus c3- gery and miſcry he brings-upon them. And as hee goeson in 
Zſ1. hom. is 2. Chis drunken good-fellowthip, and takes a pride and pleaſure 
briet.& ern. 10 powring in of ſtrong drinke,, there many times inſenhibly 
grow upon him many loathſome diſcaſes and deformities of 
body, Rheumes,Drophes, Palſies,a fearefull face, ſpying, fal- 
ling, and never riſing againe, ſometimes not even out ofa lit- 
tle gurter, that would ſcarce choake a child. The laſcivious 
wanton that wanders in the rwilight., inthe evening w the 
blacke and aarkg night , after the ttrange woman; belides the 
dart which ſticks taſt,and ranckles in his Liver ; meetes 1h the 
meane time with rottenneſſc 1n his bones, a conſumptien of 
lis marrow, a .wound,, and difſhononr , axd reproach, that ſpall 
wor bee wiped away, The boiſterous aſpuing Nizprog, out 6 a 
| glut- 
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luttonous defire of graſping offices and honours, ſcrues him- 
*  ſelte vis & maar, into ſome high place as his onely Paradiſe, 
and when he 1s gotten up, dances full merily in golden fer- 
ters upon his {lippery ſtanding :-but couldeſt thou ſee into 
his int1de,thou ſhouldeſt bzhold his heart miſerably fretting 
and vexing it ſelte; raging with many paſſionate diſtempers, 
for the indignation of good men; contempt of inferiours ; 
thwarting of competitors;envie of compeeres ; underminings 
of counter-faGtioniſts; jealouſies of Princes, &c. How many 
great mens hearts have burſt with the blaſting frownes-of a 
Kings forehead ? Nay, and which is a Bedlam miferic upon 
the ambitious man hee is many times more grieved for an 
affront -of ſome grand oppolite;: becauſe hee cannot have 
his will of this or that man, that Rands 1n. his way. or for 
the negleQ of ſome expected complementall reſpe&t and ob- 
| ſervance, then pleaſed with all che other bravery and jollitie 
of his high roome, This 1s cleare in Hamman, though hee was. 
encompaſſed and crowned with much undeſerved and extra- 
ordinary precedencie and pompe; yet this-one little thing, 
to wit, becauſe ſordeca; would not bow the knee, anddoe 
reverence unto him at the Kings gate, did utterly marre and 
diflweeten all the other excellencies and extraordinarineſſe 
of the Kings favour: See Heſter, Chap.s. Verſe 10, 11, 12, 
I 3.: And Haman told his friends and wife of the glory of hs 
riches,&c. But all his, ſaith hee, doth nothing availe mee, as 
long as I ſee Alordecai the Tew ſitting at the Kings gate. 

3. The third is an eternall ting, .whici: to a waking and- 
working conſcience arifcth out of a ſerious conlideration, 
and ſenſe of Gods cauſefall, juſt and holy indignation re- 
vealed in his Booke againſt imp=nitents in ſuch kindes.. 
W hereupon 1t 1s no marvaile, though many times thieir- 
hearts hating to. bee reformed, 2nd hearing their ſeverall 
doomes denounced againſt them from Gods, owne mouth, 
inthat Word,by which they ſhall bee jadgedar the laſt Day, - 
bee full ſorely ſmitten with inward bitter gripings,and ſecret: 
guiltie ſtings the very helliſh flaſhings and foretaſtes-of that 
never-dying worme, which þereatter without timely repeu- 
tance,, 
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tance, will gnaw upon their conſciences with full rage and 
unquenchable horrour world without ead. The worldling 
therefore may juſtly tremble and roare when hee reades that 
cutting Commination, lam. 5.1, 2. Goe tonow, yee rich men, 
weepe and houle for your miſeries that ſhall come wpon you. Tour 
riches are corrupted, and your garments moth-eaten : your gold 
and ſitucr ts cankered, ana the ruſt of them ſhall bee anitneſſe a- 
gainſt you, and ſhall eate your fleſh as it were fire : yee have heaped 


treaſure together for the laſt dayes, The wanton, when he well 


weighs that flaming place, Heb. 1 3.4. ſo full of vengeance a- 
gainſt him : But whoremongers and adglterers God will inage. 


The drunkard, when hee findes himfſclfe 1n the curſed Carta- 


logue of that damned crue, -1 . Cor. 6.9. Be not deceived neither 
fornicators , nor 1delaters, — nor arunkards, ec. ſhall inherit 
the Kingd. me of God. .The Ambitioniſt, when he calls his eye 
© Anon & vide. From the top of his uſurped honours, upon that dreadfull 
wus ſzpe,quod is 3dOwnefall, Obadiah 4. T hough thou exalt thy ſelfe as an Eagle, 
quem hovie P'- and though thou ſet thy neſt among the ſtarres, thence I will bring 


cedunt 1iRores,& . 4 
Ripant ſarellites, thee downe, ſaith the Lord. 


cras m carcerem .» TY R 
ee S cam — PUCNOW ON the other ſide, ſpirituall Toy, whuch ſprings 


malefatoribus OUT of the wells of ſalvation, and is a ray aud repreſentation, 


verſarur ? Quid ag jt were, of the Sunne of Righteouſreſſe, andthateternall 
hac vana & inan 


gloria fallacius > FOUntaine of ſoundeſt and laſting comfort, is all ſweete, 

Quod fi in hac pure ſhining, calme hearty, unſpeakeable, utterly free from 
» 1 a” 8 - . 

Ve mem hane CHOſe fore- grumblings and reluGtations of conſcience, enve- 


- evadit, omvind nomed mixtures and laviſh apprehenſions; after-repen- 


hs fav. : : 
mors ven. reſeca, £1985, flings and melancholike dumps : though it may bee aſ- 


bir. Er quem ho- faulted, and ſomething dimmed with ſome doubts, dif- 


robert. x. truſts and weakenefle ot degree, by reaſon of our upglerifi« 

tur, & qui in car- ed flate of mortalitie; yet in reſpect of its creation, ſub- 

cerem Cconjicie- Z : i; Tx ; _ 

CE war fie ſtance, truth, and blifletull fue, Itis avety glimpſe of hea- 

num refidebar, & venly glory, a pure tafle of the rivers of Life, and 1ſt fruits 

inflabatur, & ho- Tr : . 

pee er of everlaſting joyes. Thus the bleſſing of the Lord maketh 

umbras deſpicie- 

bar, is ſubito poſtea jacebit mortuus abſque ſpiritu , fetulentus , peritus {inmumris convitiis, et his, 
os pridem injuria affecit, er quos nulla afftecit injuria : condolentibus ramen his, qui ab io jujuriz 

affidti fuerwat» Quidthoc miſerabilius fuerit ? lreem colle&a omnia ſxpenumers inimici et t.oftes inter 

fe partiuntur Et diſtribuunt ; peccara autew per quz hzc coacervata ſunt, ſecum autc:t, de quibus dili- 

gens, cr accurata ratio exigetur. Coryſoſt, Hom. 22. in Gen, 
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the heart ſpiritually merry with imcomparable ſweetneſſe, 


and he addeth no ſorrow with it. . 

3. Ofdigaitie and divine temper. Carnall joyes have for 
their foundation the fading arme of fleſh, and the faſhion of * 
this world, fraile and fleeting as themſelves; earthly power 
and policy for their prop and ſupport : For their Objee, the 
Garbage of the earth, Gold and Silver, food for ſwiniſh 
} worldlings; noble captivities, guilded fetters,I meane, unde- 
| ſerved dignities,honours, offices, greatneſk, and highroomes, F 
the onely ayme of ambitious Shebraes; the filth and froth of «0 
brutiſh pleaſures, fewell for Sodomiticall flames,and ſuch like _ 
traſh, pelfe,and vanitie : For their companions, feares, jealou- i 
fies, guilty gripings : The ſenſes for their ſeate : Time for 
theic limit; for their end,endleſſe griefe and horrour of heart ; 

For all earthly pleaſure determines in heavineſle, as the Sun 

{ ſets in darkeneſle. | 

y af But now on the other ſide; ſpirituall Toy is the bleſſed 

Spirits ſweete and lovely Babe, grounded upon the ſure Co- 

venant of everlafting Love, Mercy, and Peace in Jeſus _., _ 
Chriſt : The matter of it is the light 3 of Gods countenance, cn. _ 
the Garments of ſalvation , the precious Robe of Chriſts PciPariser Do. 
righteouſneſſe, intereſt in his dearett Bloud, and all the rich tio,quamverirats 
purchaſes of his Paſſion; looking upon our names in heaven revelaio, quam 
through the glaſſe of ſanRification , Gods holy Image renu- tis, quam rants. 


edupon our ſoules, and the 11luſtrious beames 0: heavenly rum retro cximi- 
bh .* . n 
races ſhed from the Throne of Grace and ſhining therezevery wijor | volupees 


weet promiſe in his bleſſed Booke : Ina wcrd, /chova, 1/a, quim faſtidium 
ipſius voluptatis, 


61.10. Habakkak 3. 18. Phil,4. 4. and that glorious Name Fm IO P%2 
proclaimed, Zxed.z4.6,7. a well ſpring of unſpeakable re- 5 contmngns R 


freſhing to every truely broken and bleeding heart ; being CD 
well opened by a feeling and fruitfull meditation : For mea» entia meegra, qui 
ſure, it is immeaſurable, without bound or ſtint, and pafſeth _— — 
all underſtanding, no ftranger doth intermeddle with it, nei- lus ? qusd caleas 
ther can any man poſſibly coaceive it, but hee that erjoyes it. ey " 
expellis, quod medicinas facis, quod reyelationes petis, quod Deo vivis ? He voluptares ſane per- 
peruz, &c. Termul, lib, -o 2enyg 4). 29. Sofpitate, Dominus merrentes erigit + quia Eletorum mens 
_ - pralentis vitz inſania , ſed de cetitudine #terne falutis hilatcſcit. gregor. iy £47. 5. Jobs 
4. IIs 2 : ak 
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Itis, asit were, the amiable ſplendour and ſparkle of that 
white ſtone inthe Revelation. Chap. 2.17. which only ſhines 
upon heayenly hearts, with delight unſpeakeable and gori- 
ous : for ſeat and certainetie, It is ingraven by the Finger of 
God with an heavenly Sun-beame, as it were, ſhining from 
the face of Chriſt inthe very center of the heart; which not 
all the powers of darkenes or helliſh miſts can finally dimme 
or diſpell ; the world neither give nor take from us , neither 
man, nor divell, nor ſhadow of death ever raze or roote out. 
It is honoured with that ſupernaturall ſingularitie and ſacred 
temper,that utterly againſt nature and all naturall poſſibility, 
it extracts ſweetneſſe and life out of ordinary cauſes of de- 
jeRion and finking. Troubles, perſecutions, and reproaches, 
doe fortifie it, and ſerye as fuell to enlarge its lightſomeneſſe. 
See At. 5.41, & 16.25, Atts and Monum. pag..2003, where 
the glorious Martyr, oodman {peakes thus : When 1 have been 
priſon, wearing otherwhile bolts, othcrwhiles ſhack/es, other« 
whale lying on the bare ground, ſometimes ſitting in the ſtockes, 
ſometimes bound with coards, that all my body hath beene ſwolne ; 
wHch like to be over-come for the paine that hath bin in my fleſy ; 
ſometimes faine to lie without in the woods and fields, wandering 
to and fre ; few, I ſay that durſt to keepe my company ; far feare of 
the Ralers : ſometimes brought before the Inſtices, Sheriffes, 
Lords, Doftors, and Biſhops ; ſometimes called Dogge, ſometime ' 
Devill, Heretike , Whoremonger, Traytor, Thiefe, Deceiver, 
with divers other ſuch like : yea and eves they that did eate of 
my bread, that ſhould have beene moſt my friends by natare , have 
betrayed mee : Tet for all this, I praiſe my Lord God, that hath 
' ſeparated mee from my mothers wombe ; all this that hath hap- 
pened to mee, hath beene eaſie, light, and moſt deleftable and toy- 
fall of any treaſure that ever T poſſeſſed. For duration , It is a 
very glimpſe of heavenly glory, which ſpringing up in a ſan- 
Etified heart, out of the wells of falvation : and carried along 
with addition of the freſh comforts, from the Word and Say 
craments, through a fruitfull current and courſe of a Chrifti- 
an life, 1sat laſt entertained into the boandleſſe and bottom- 
leſk Ocean of the endleſſe joyes of heaven. pig 
; 4. 0 
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unconquerableneſſe againſt alicreared oppoſictions 
BG > cone" earthly ror ng ounceof forow marres 
awhole ſea of worldly mirch. The boyſerouſneſſeand bya- 
weryof all carnall joy;vaniſherlsquiteaway,anderpireveven 
a9 a flowre when the heat riſerhthatis ſent-upon ir,upon the 
*very firſt approach or preſence of anyeither ourward:trou- 

ble, or inward terror, Aprickof aneedle;mych more a papg 
ofthe Srone, or fir of the Gout, is able ro-deprive aman'vt 
the pleaſure of the worlds Monarchy.” One ſerious:thovghr 
of death; or the fight of onefinte armed with Godsanger, 
will put the prondeſt Nimrod, the greedieſt engroſſer of all 
earthly delights, into Belſhazers ſheverings. Bur-now ler the 
- Chriſtian, whoſe heart is ſiveetly repoſed npon the Rocke of 
eternity, be utterly ftripr of all outward comforrs ; let heavy 
- accidents fall npon him as thicke, az one wave in the necke vf 
another ; which befell bleſſed Job : yer hee isfiill where bee 
was;he hath made God his portion, his onely Jewell andjoy 
which tee hath in Heaven, or onearth ; #44 heart 5s fixen, 
- truſting'in the Lord ; and therefore when all earthly ftaies arid 
ftaves of reede, ſhrinke in the wetting, and are ſhettered to 
nothing, he cleaves wich an unſhaken and crinmphanr tren- - 
 quillicie of minde to his Swme and ſhield; Pſal:$4.11.Tohis 
light and life, Toh. 12. To his ftrong T ower of defence- and 
exceeding great reward,” Gen. 15.4. Heare his ſweete and no- 
ble reſolarion in this caſe, Hab.3; 17.18. Akbough the 
ſhall not bleſſome, neither ſhall fruit be in the Vine : the labok 
of the Olive ſhall file, and the fields ſpall yeeld no meate, the 
flocke ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall be no heard ine 
the ſtalles + yet T will rejozcein the Lord - I will joy in the God of 
my ſalvation, While Xhovab is in Heaven, his beart is in the 
\ haven,though never fo many Rormes or tempeſts of the tron- 
 bleſome ſea of this World beate upon his hauſe ofclay.Rob 
himofall earthly refreſhment ,and lighrſomneffe ofchis life, 
* andletburthe light of Gods countenance ſhineuponhim,- 
which nodarkeneſſe;nor dungeon,nor Devill in Hell can in- 
reroept;and hes | more merry,than the Worlds 
-Choikeſt Minion, Pleaſures favorite, or the braveft 


1 » 4 —_ © p .. = 
OY RET 1 As x 
Fan Eo PETS 3a Sous. $5 £8 £1 
© ti xE, _ ONT «Bt 54 


IE SG 


Gewetall diveitions for 8: 


laudo, 
Tpſe domi fimul 
ac numm 2s Coll 


Belſbazzor uponearth, inthe very top and ruffe ofthis moſt - 
joviall revellings, and (waggering ſcuſualicy. Bur ic is nor fo 
with the earthly-minded. man : for howfoever he may digeſt 
with reaſonable patience, and carry well enough away, all 
crolſes and contradiftions to his other worldly comforts, 
while hedoth yer wallow withour interruption & diſquier 
inthe finfull pleaſures of that ſeleAed way. of death, upon 
which. the more headGrong currenc of his-coreupr nature | 
hath caſt bim , and the naturall-bent of hiscarnall affeions . 
hach ſingled our, and made | wo of, to follow and 
feede upon with greateſt delight; which the Fathers call 

ceatiem in delitize,,a mans boſome ſinne ; yer cuthim once 
ſhorr of the free and full injoyrnent of this his ſenſuall idoll, 
and earthly god, and you. kill his heart quite, and.plunge 
him preſently into deſperate diſtra&ions.- For inftance:The 
covereous man,while his heart may neſlle ſecurely upon his . 
golden heape, will paſſe by wichout any great wound or - 
paſſion, the curſes of the poare,the gramblings of his conſci- - 
ence.the commijnations of the Miniſtry, the cry ofthe whole - 
Country,agaioſt his oppreſlions,uſury;facriledge,and finfull 


—— | me wayes ofhoardiog. .When he comes home, and findes his | 


bags and bonds ſafe ; he bleffech bimſelfe in his heart againKt : 
all chrearned judgements, horrors,curſes,contulions. Though, 
Teſus Chrilt himfelfe ſhould preach and prot them upon 
him, Leuke 16. 14 with his golden wedge hee eaſily.cuts. 
a ſunder all ſcruples, doubrs,cxceprions,reaſons,arguments, . 
obje&ions, whichany wayes oppoſe his coverous and crue!I. 
courks. He pleaſes. and. applauds -himſelie agaii.(t all cen- 
ſures, and contradictions. whatſoever rothe contrary, Bur. 
legGods angry hand inhis ju judgement,:by fire, robbery, 
or ſome ſecrer conſumption, ſnatch away his wealth; and he 
is likely enough to goe our of his wire, and in great hazard. 
of hanging himſclte. While, .cthe amoictous man is proudly. 
mounted, {16s faſt pon the Seateat honour, and Idolizzd, 
25 it.were, and adored above others 4 he can eaftlp enough, 
gverlooke with an imperious diidaine, the indignaticn of. ' 
good m<p, emularignof. great Ones, the reproaches of the, - 

Ea © 8 | multitude, . 
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- mulcirude.and all ery and private croſles : bur throw 
him downe from his high place ;;ttrnehimour of his cflices 
and honours ; and how weary he'is of the world ? howirke. 
ſome to himſelfe ? how-prodigall ob his life? how impatienc 
of the company of men ? While the wanton wallowes inthe 
bruciſh pleaſures of his «bomineble filth; hee beares well 

onde he fame of ntpleGeallicods Seine iorpn- 

the ſhame 1 JERQE, aine of 
wm bur beate ar ns gre rIT bim frem the houſe 
of the ſtrange women, 'and you breake his heart; baniſh him 

. from his Minion, and:'hee is ready to make away bimlſelfe, 
Woe, forrow,contentions,wounds withour cauſe, redneſſe 

 ofeyes,. undoing of wife and children, houtingacin the 

-ſreets, will well enough downe witch the drunkard; while 
ke may domineere upon the Ale-bench : but cur off the new 
wine and ſtrong drivkefrom his mouth; crofſe him-in his 
ſwaggering courſe ; confine him from his good-feilow mee- 
tings,and you take away rhe very life of his life;Thus' every 
unregenerate man ſecures himſelfein ſore one ſenfuall Hold 
or orher, wherein the crowne of his carnall joy conſiſts ; of 
which bereave him, and you ſhall leave him joylefſe, heart- 
leſſe,kopelefſe, and helpelefſe.Bur rake fromthe true Chriſti-, 
an, 'if it were, poſlible, both Heaven and Earth, and all the. 

 creaturesand comforts of both: yer you carnor take away | 
his joy. God 35 the ſtrength of his beart, 'and bi portion for-ever, 
Swrely hee ſhalllnever be moved : his heart 3 fixed and bekevah. 

in the Lord, | Erie 
Which fich itis ſo,that _— joy is ſach an unvaluable 
Jewel], andcarnall ſo a vanity ; let every Chriſtianbe . 
exceedingly carefull, notxo ſuffer the froth and filth of this, - 
to ſtaine or leflen the glory and ſweereneſle of the other.Bar ._ 
ifhe once perceive any company or kind ofrecreation begin 
to fleale away hizheart from communion and comfort ia bis 

- God; letrhim abandor'. it as a'canker and cur-throate; of 

a | z \andever prize :and preferre.the. 
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hs of. che-ſoule, delights of Grace, refreſhings of the. 
holy Ghok, inal before 1l worldly pleaſtct carl 
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comemmenajeni;or any rea ching, 
"Thus much-of:retreattons.. > 517; -: | 
\ FF- Let meaddes word of rwo oheifteions. For: oms 
plemenult vidtations'bf unanRified great ones, without 
Juſt occafion- and a wartantable Calling, beſides finfull-ex- 
'penceofprecious time,are many timesunhappy occaſions co 
embarke,efpecially in ſome baſe and ſcan- 
da{ous ſinefſes 5androcaoriugle thers in thoſe wicked ſers 
vices of ſome! uncomfortable intonvenitnce z which afters 
| ward in'cold: ne tm os ome conſciences, and 
% | perhaps. much- nt tations.. | ..;- 
EE”: Teboſaphar raay ferve' as be inſtance:for.*chis 
- | parents Hip Upon time, hee- camedowne ro ſee 4bab King 
by wayof Courtly vifiration, And thoughhee was 
_ ata crowned Majeſtie of a King, and a 
good man! = —_— infinuacions by Royall encertain- 
ery” hm premifed, as ir appeares in the 
ftory; ory; hevds cunningly nkodad calt into the confede- 
ratian and focierie of an yy warre: whereby with a' 
diſhohoutable} —_—_— he = lunged hiraſeleborh i inco* 
fpiciroall miſer miſchiefe, both hurt his 
conſcience, and dere his life, . For the firſt, r, Hee ſud- 
dainely and raſhly promifed' aide unto hah, whomithe 
Loxd hated, before hee knew Gods 'will inthe point from 
the monthroftheProphet.'2. When faithfull /Mcaiob had 
detiveredthe rrurh;andacquainted them with the minde of 
Gad ;he wag went on with the buſinefſe.3. He 
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ral ſervicesofall thoſe-with whom + Pl hold ao any inde of 
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22Such exerciſes of vanities, flzeveletiPerrands; 
Sdle Sarans: ſt and choyfeſt ſeaſons forthe 


eftion of remptarions and roo ſucceffcfull diſchargeof 

ery darts, Hee hath ordinarily-mare power over- men, | 
to prevaile, a hee. finds! them idle | 

-when they are'birſied with! bumble- - 
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ligious duries, or theineceſfarie | 


usz: bur at times of | 
moft-fixc= 

em In-Gods bitfinefſes; the honeſt extcurions of oi = 
, and ſeaſonable Chriſtian recreatious, wee may ex- 

= "good ground, andwich:hopefull comforr, Gods 
ian, the ordinary! aflifſtance- of chis bleſſed Spiricy 
ſl: fromthe: crearureb;Satans reftrairit;ſame.good 
© eaſtre of mortifyinghelpe. > qr rebellious. tirrhigs 
of our owne corruprions, andſuch other bleilings promiſed 

Infuch caſes. Bat if wen will:neods be idle or iaployed in | 
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: v1 ©, ranitys they juſtly bereave.themilyes of alltheſe comfor. 


otetions and priviledges.. For is itt juſt wich God,: 
times;thas Hee thould: wkhdrawy, from thee His . 
ons roteRing hand, reſtraine the gracious influences bb. . 
holy Spiricandler looſe againſt the withindignation,- | 
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(archeyatt ape wh 6 Hakicked p14, Todolithve. _” 
chemſclies highly-hohoured;! when' thoſe condeſtend and” © © © 
- youchGaltto inrieare and be beholding, who might in ochee | - 
caſes C ,nay, and perhaps upon a point otadvantage, | 


and pang bf. difpleafure,quice 
bolfaconeniane polict ia cheſedayes of rhe raigne of 


and'Fuſtice ftands a farre off, when: truth is falne'in the fireet,and 
pearl og £06, as Sura ſpeakes, to gratifie- and de- 
ighty, Qaes, as may*(helter and proteft them 


. perhaps, by rheircountenaticeprocure chema great deale of 
ns, ifnorobſcrvance and awetulnefſe from 
Soſa qmongh whomrhey lives3. Tocall romindour of tos 
meoy wolull expazicntes,chic in. chefroumes'and angry fore- 
| Re ontartent infobiobondjainn many fRccragimi 
plots of cunning crueley; and planfible:malice : which when 
time vo any — wrote a9 ofinferi- 
ours, which-are not in all:poines pliable to their humours. 
And aut of | Wenner maar aerry theſe, by araſh un« 
adviſed yeeldingnefle,they roo often plunge chemſelyes hand 
over-head into unworthy engagements,and becgme inſtru- 
"ments of ill offices; the and iniquicie whereof doth 
afterward in cold blood ſtrike full cold unto their hearts;and 


leavesagaſh and grievous wound in their conſtiences, com=: 


forts and Chriſtizn reputations, = 117: 
.4. At ſuchencertainements and Tables ofgreat men, nor 
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friends to the rruth;' thou wilt be ready to vomiz thy morſels, Prov. 23/2. 


and' ſhalt loſe thy ſareete words, Thy dainty fare may'be- 
:Gawced perhaps wich many bitter girds, much corcen walks, 
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ic be E- bble of Gods difhanonr, thedil; hae ofthe'Sain, 
and thine owne -thoucanſt nor chuſe buy nnd : 
of fuck good: cheere, Nay  befides rhe-reſotarioiy/ of thy = 
lpm chac in fach. acaſe thou Mm gz "rather -- 
aiedar home wich'a dinner of greene _— than to... 
haye thine eares ſo grared, pom > man the while ar 
a greartable z eveninnaturethou ſha fare —_ For the | 
indignaiun, difcomcentment and Gneffe upon fock? . 
- grovind, | will naturally conrra@t thine. heart, chicken => 
blood, chillchy ſpirics; thargarpralthear will fainx 4 1d fai 
' intheordipary-current and courſe of concoion. No mar-' .. 
vell cheneboughthou bereadier to voraic thy morfels, than. 
caxchayce:in thoſe high encerrainmencs orvarierie of weffes, 
which aredifſweetened with ſuch diflatfull and biceer. mix-" 
tuces. And rhox ſbak loft thy fiveete words :both of humanity, 
. -andClbriſtianity.. For the fr(t ; our of the ingenious ſimpli- | 
citieand honefty of thy heart,thon will returnercal! .incere, . 
Rionace dewonſtrartons of rhankefulnefſe, for meere 
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nance and uncomfortable 'correſponderc2 wich them. The 
_ greateſt; man without vertue and grace, though never fo 
glorioullyenriched wich humane feliciries, is but asa dead 
catkaſſe hung over with jewels; a very ſpectacle of commiſe- 
ration, roevery ſpirituall eye; evenasthar body is, which 
_ adorned with a goodly-fcature, and manyorther admirable 
beaudies, yer wantetheye-light, the comfort of life ; where. 
by it walkes in-perpetuall darkenefſe and deſperate danger, 
Goodneſſe, thoughatrended wich contempr and diſgrace, is 
incomparably more amiable- in the eye of.an honeſt Cato, 
much more of an holy Chriſtian, thanall che vaine-glorious 
boiſterous xepreſentations ofany.greatneſle or pope. Me- 
morable and remarkeable ro this purpoſe, was the magnani- 
mitie and refolution of that hls Propher, 2 Kergs 3. 14, 
Ms the Lord of boſts liveth, before whom I fland, Surely were 
| # not that I regard the preſence of Jehoſopbat the King of Ju- 
dah, 1 would not locks toward thee, nor ſee: thee, Miſerable 
then is che vanitie and vaine-glorious ſlavery of flich as with 
 greateagerneſſe and imporencyhunt ſo ambiciouſly after high 
dependance,and hold ir a flrange happinefle to inſinuate into 
theboſome of the warlds Faverices; though :itbe by baſe 
neſſe, bribery,an univerſall obſequiouſneſſe,and vile accom- 
modations.T hey, many times with vaaocing intimation al- 
{o to others, proudly applaudand pleaſe themſclves for their 
acceſſe, countenance, and enrercainienient with grear. men:z 
as though it argued in them ſome rare extraordinaryſuffici- 
ency and worth: when as perhaps ic is their owne Rewrjng 
infauarions and yptruſion,; their infrumencallogendie.s 


\imployment in ſome ilþoffices, lewd ſervices, which beings - 


them. into ſuch: requeſt and accepracione, Bur fick kiowe, 
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y_ ret nt nmr ————————Y————— 
a comfortablewalkidiy wie h\ God: © 
it is a thouſand times mote carmfore and erue credic to be re- 
ceived with Chrittian loveandarmesof grace, into the heart 
aud affeftionsof a good mangtbanto be entertained: with 
| bravery and'w applauſe, into.graceand favour - 
with the greateſt graceleſſe One upon earth. Foralas, when - 
a man hath done all he cantopleaſe the humour of ungodly 
great Ones, by anunconſciotible fatizfaRion of their car- + 
nall defires g and to gratifiethem, hathunbappily grieved his - 
- owne conſcience ; hee can-atlaſt, when-Gods dreadfull vifi- 
tation and flaming vengeanceſhall ſeizeupon'him for that 
ſinne, looks for no: berter.rewardand reply, than tharcold 
comfort and cutting anſwer, which Gude in rhe extremitie 
ofhis anguiſh and | Pom received from the high Prieſts 
andElders, 13tth. 27.4. Thatcurſedman came unto chenn, . 
ready, our-of the rage of his vexed conſcience, to teare his 
trairerous heart out of his body with his owne bloudy hands, . 
ob4 and threw the thirty pecces of filver amongſt chem,and cxied 
out, -I bve ſinned, in that T have betrayed the inzocent blood, 
Bur what recompence doe they recurnefor his imploymenc 
invillany, to ſerve their turne? Their reply is, What 1 that to * 
266 ? Seethou to that, And ſuch a: man hall certainely_ in the 
day. of diſtreſic; . be inforced ro take up ſome rufull-com- 
plaint, proportionable to Folſcyes heavy groanez, Had I beene 
F carl #0 ſervethe God of Heaven, .ar my great after on 
earth, Hee bad never left mee in my graybai.es. Andwee ſee 
inthe meane time, favour is deceirfull andtranſtory even in + 
private men; much more io great perſonages: The volubiliry 
of whoſe nature is ſoone glurred;and very.yariable for kinds 
of farisfation, A. thouſand. experiences? in:all Stories and 
times teachus;haw:-irregular, and many cimes retrograde the 
revolutions of higheſt favours runne, . T hey have their pa- - 
roxyſmesanddeclinations;and ever at length-their molt cex- - 
raine expiration and everlaſting perioday. > 5  , 1c, 
-Buton the other fide,conſciou'n. i]: of baving heldanuu- 
fained frairfull correſpondence ard comming wich Gods + 
-pepple the onely. excellezt Ones, by all neargftaiid deareſt : 
engagements and obljg:tions: of .a profitable: afd Ro 
7 | - ablec 


- 
-_ 


 Genevallnlipeſfioblafrgtnc ens 
able fellowſhip in che Golpell, and muruall:entercourſe of 
godly conferences heavenly: comnell; :ſpirirudll encourages 
ments, confideration one of ayother,.confirmatiowofygrace; 
* : - of 


and well-groundedreſjifwvation of tagerher in hens 
ven, mill incorparablpmoredctireſh the rrembling heart of 


a dying mansrhanifhee had»beene crowned-all his lifelong 
with the imperial glory ofallcarthly ;kingdomes: And in 
me ICIS d tobeadmited, 
but che illuſtrious fptendow»of heavenly graces, (hed and 
fiuining from Gods mercifull Throne, by his ſanftifying Spi-» 
tits into the ſoules ofthe Sainrs, 'Neicher any thing fo ro be 
defired, no ſachi preragative- and Paradiſe 'in this vale of 
reares.; a2 tnutnall corminicarting of their divine bright- 
nefle, and the ſweere: joy ifluing thence, a very glimpſe and 
eatneft ofeverlaſting glory, ro the humble hearrs one ofa 
others: 2: "Be T- Te 
| 4- | Whenthou viſireſt orhers, or thy ſelfe invireſt them 
take noticeever beforehand, wich as.-punRuall and (peciall 
ſurvey; as-thou canſt poſlibly, of their: humours, diſpoſiri- 
ons,carriages; opinions, and behaviourzandcherenpon pre- 
meditate and prepare convenient. and ſtafonable matter; 
whereby thou maiſt more ſucceſſively addrefſe and apply 
thy ſelfe wichall meekenefle of wifedome and patientdil(- 
 cretion, ro inſinuate, interpoſe, argue,'anſwer, reproove, 
eply,and ſodemeane thy ſelfe in thy. whole diſconrlſe, that 
through thy defaulc, neither —_— God, the honour, 
of his Truth, the reputation of Chriftianitie, uf thine owne 
conſcience, receive any indignity, diſgrace,diminution or 
wound. Would Chriſtians take this coan(tl}, hbld this 
courſe; they would ar ſuch times, nor ſ&oftendepare with 
Apirituall diſcontent, and fo ſmitten witch conſcioulnelſe afe 
erward of cheir ſilence, omiflions,cowatdlineſſe;atd unpro- 
firablenefſe in company.” For wanv of care and conſcience 
-in-chis point, -councry people meecd muny times ir their 
-Conventidesof ellowſhip, at Ale-houſes,Bakechou- 
ſes, Goffippings,as they call rhem,Be; asar-4eominon Mate 
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ties, and other innumerable maladies. r \ 
 wouldeſt nor with a dram of ſwiniſh 8 pleaſures purchaſe a g yolupess qui- * 
-poundof exquilice paine, riſe ſtill from the cable wich an Jem ads 
 apperire:: ' | | | ; 
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: paines of watching, and choler, and pangs of the belly, are with T 


inſatiable man, ſaich the Wiſe man, Many a- one _complaines 
ofhis head, for ſending dowtie fo much rheume, the mother 
of all maladies. Bur the' head might well anſwer as one 


: aies witrily, Deſine fundere & ego deſenam fluere : Be thow ſo. 
ber in powring downe, and T will te ſpring in Aopping downe, 
diftillleſſe. 


& a Font 
The Rtomacke ſurcharged above the ſphere of irs a= 
vitie, as they fay, and power of naturall heate, by immo- 


- derate or heaping upon'it more meate, before 


wood, engenders many ſinoaky clo 
aous fumes; which ES 
the braine,and reſolved by the coldnefſe thereof, as _— 


the former be concoRted; like a fire beginning to burne, 


-inthe middle region in the aire, raine downe into the body - 


abundance of rheume, the ſource ofall ficknefſes, diſtent- 


rs and diſeaſes ; gouts,dropfics, aches,con fnpoonepalr 
As therefore thon 


quEpery 


ur Uſe 
Sts & 


+ Continuance of life, js a deare indulgence from God, —_— —_— 


and to be highly prized ; both ofthe unregenerare, that hee gmilis eftitli, qui 


may yet repentand make his peace with God, before the pit non guſtavityims 
of deftru&ion hath ſhur her mouth irrecoverably upon himz:. 


jor,one- * 


inde ferens, & 


andalſ>of the Chriſtian,that he may'doemore nobly. yer, capitis gravedins 


make his ele&ion yer ſarer, wich fuller conqueſt trample pe ren 


upon his boſome luſt, and body ofdearh; grow into a neerer 20> ane Jae 


Ff-:llowſhip and communion wich his God; andlooke backe puz 


& ſpiritus , 


upon as much rime as he can poſlibly ger; ſpent fincerely in preclubone,e: 


his ſervice, before helooke his Capraine Chriſt Ieſas in the nary 
v4 


face;who hath ſo dearely bought him,and will fo gloriqu 


.crowne him. Now this foule eXcefſe and fulneſſe of feeding 
'robs us of this Jewell before our time,& (hortenerh yer. more 
our already ſhort ſpanne of living inthe world, He that die. - 
ife, faith rhe Wiſeman, Therefore -- 


teth biimnſelfe, prolongeth has 
it followes by a conſequence ofcontrariety;he that is greedy 
| O 3 upon 


"I + 
x 
A... 
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upon meares, puts a knite unto his throate, Where- 
upon , faith one,many by over-muchcaring, and continua)l 
feaſts, flifle Nature, andchoake.up themfelves; which had 
they fed courſcly,or like Gally-flaves beene. tied tw-an oare, 
might have happily prolonged many faire yeares. And a 
noble learned Knight inquiring the cauſe of our ſhort- 
livednefſe in theſe laft cimes,. in reſpe&-of former,-renders 
ith reaſons as theſes . + ' -. -.: 5: | 
| T. The tenderbringing up of children, firſt fed and nou- 
riſhed with the milke of a ſtrange Dug; an unnaturall curio- 
firie having taught all women (bur the Begger) to finde 
'out Nurſes, which neceſſitie onely ovghe ro commend un- 
'ro them. gore of wana: 4, Cp 
' 2. Thehaſty marriages in tender yeeres, wherein Nature 
being but yer greene and growing,.we rent. from her,and re- 
lanc her branches,while her {1fe hath nor yer any roote ſuf- 
cient to maintaine her owne top: and ſuch halfe ripe ſeedes 
(for the moſt part) in their growing up, wither inthe bud, 


waxe oldeven in their-infancy; 


3- But above all things, the exceeding tuxuriouſnefſe of + 


. this glutronous age, wherein wee prefſe Nature with over 
' - waighty burdens, ;and finding her trength defeQtive, 
 -. we takethe worke out. ofher hands, and commit it tothe 
artificiall helpe of Sacke, Tobacco, ſtrong Waters, hor Spi- 
 ces,provoking Sawces, &c. As theu wouldeſt then nor a» 
'bri pe thy dayes, and be guilty. of thine owne untimely 

death, doe not gormandize, | 
Rt 4. Never any man given tohis belly, did nobly in-any 
* Haber 8": «fo inde, or ever performedany. great worke z bur ordinarily 
Shae fates «- proovesa.ſwiniſb idle unproficable burden of the earth ; and 


he 26 keepe by bath his.ſoule onely,as they ſay, for * falt to keepe his. body 


bedy from £nki"S from putrefattion. The excellency and aQtiviry of the ſonle is . 


ie +of port a quire dampr,and utterly. diſabled from all deepe arid divi- 


nis melioris avi- cer contemplations, fromall noble atchievements and im 
mi talium menſi- 


rum delicizs ſe-PlOyMents.of weight by the burthenſome fulreſſe and® dul- | 
Qanees, Ciry/e#- neffe of a glutronous body. Wee can _never Iooke for-great + 


4 x %=4 £ * matters from rhar man, which better relliſherh ſinect ſawces, 


than ..; 


Ms 


2; | | 
' than in the ſweetneſle of doing vertuouſly; and hath a better 


ſuffice. many. Elephants, Bur ſcarce-the Aire -with all her practi taritus 


' ramfortable walling with Cid. "199 


palate than raine, All che greateſt perſonages of the wo 
andchoſe that have excelled any way, either ininanagibg 


 faires of Kingdomes, warlike exploits, heavenly, natural 


I 
morall or manuall skill, $c. have beene ſober; Even amongſt 
the very Heathens, as Cyrus, Ceſar, the Romane Cyrii 


' Fabritii;zmore ennobled and renowned for their frugality, . 


chan famous yi&ories. Bur now on thecontrary, the mo 
execrable monſters for villany,cruelcy,loxury,unnatorall im- 
puritie that ever lived, have beene glucrons, as the Þ Sodo- y, g.ect. ic. yp. * 
mites, c alight &. As therefore rhou wouldeft not cruz fur por- 
drowne, and dull the. powers df thy ſoule in-the ſottiſhnafſe **n:ofy ut gui 
of ſuch dung-hill axcefſe:: buthave chem at command for the mrr* aback 
ready exerciſe andimprovetzenc of their beſt abiliciex,artiine 5*%. 
ofneed,and for a comfortable diſcharge of both rhy Cal- 
lings;cate moderately. Sound fleepe commeth of moderate” eating, 
faich che; Wile man, :bee riſetbearch, and bis wits are with trims 
to wir,able, aRive,andfirong; for any undertaking. 'Fgr's 
the ſoule opens nor. with: carking thoughtfulnefſe; falſe 
feares, unnecelfary dejeAion,toafflift and waſte the body: [6 
neicher ought. che body - by any ſenſuall indulgence and in- 
temperancy,to weaken andemaſculars the (oule?' bur both 
body and foule ſhauld/ferve.one atther ini Shrictfyand mo- 
deration ;that,che'whole man may be more'\ſifficiently and 
chearefully ſerviceable- ra him that created both 'body'and 
ſouletor thatpurpoſs. _ 4 ff LET 

5. The very,Heathensby the light of reaſon; 'didibomi- 
nate with much morall indignatios, the ſiipeiflyous vanity 
and curioſities of this ſwiniſh (ine, A Bull; faith © 'Senera, nu nun Peacii- 


will befild wich. a paſture ofa few Acres: one Forreſt will paſcuis impletee : 


e- - 


F wes Sea wich all her fifh,che Earth wirhal-h& roGtes/4uficic;homo & ; 
andriches, will farisfie the inſatiable Gutof's gluttotiviis 91rd Pena | 
Epicure; eons laich he, we my well ranks and RT _ 
tur miracula avium,longinqui maris piſces alieni tewparis eſtivtaiy Like — - 

wines-raque ventri dbedicares, anizaliumloco ar on hominauus.; quokilam vers we a 


malinm quidsm, ſed mortuorum, 


Ns men 


+ ini Generall direttions for a+ gs k 


© © "men given tothefely, amongſt bruit beaſis, nat reaſonable crea= | 
tures, 149, ſome of them not jo mnch 4.amongſt. lrving.Creatures, \f 
but. rather loatbſome dead carrions... [6 kv | 
' Now ina ſecond place, concerning excefſe inidrinke;lr is-- 
nor poſlible,that any who harh given his namere the puricy 
and power of godlinefſe would plunge himlelf into the hate- - 
Ebriezas enim fyll and abhorred dungeon of: drunkennefſe, which 4uftin - 
quaſi xmas. compares to the. pit of Hell. Infteadtherefore of purſiiin 
Sem. 231.  thisfould Fiend, the proper familiar of the ſonnes of Belzal T : 
will ſpend a word or rwo about Healthing; to which, per- 
haps at ſometimes,in ſome company,thou-art tempred with - 
_*. _., mach ſcornefull, imporrunity ; bur after troubled-in cold- 
Mz events blood for having ſo-conformed ro the faſhionof. the World;. . 
"i184; 7375» And leſtoppolition to this exorbirant humour ofthie timer, 
"%"”  ſhouldbecharged withroomuchpreciſeneſle and.noveltie ; | 
I will onely art this time in thivpoint,acquaint you with the. 


judgers aleand noble indignation of 'the ancienc Dos - Ka 
Aors both ofche Eaſt and Weſt Churches apainſtir,” | * " 


_ -Many foule ſnnesare there in theſe laftand worſt dayes; 
whichelder times were exceedingly angry with andall facred : 
Jearning abominates,and yer I know not how; are ſo tranſ- 
Colon incorporated into the affeQions and'approbati- 
on of _—_—_ times, thar they rather goe in the efteeme 
ofthe mott, for honeſtrecrearions, eman-like ſports, 
tolerable trades, triffes. nor robe takennotice of,-. Prodigi- 
ous iImpudence | that for workes of darkenefſe, and Satans. | 
ſervices; as they are indeed.. Such av Stage-playes, mixr dan- ! 
cog,icng,nlbctously inting offaces;falſe bair2,tſury, | 
healthing, &c- theſe and che like, are at thisday fo painted WE | 
over with ſenſuall dawbirig,and fireines of witzfoprevalent - if 
in mens affeQions, ſoimparient.ofcontradiRion, ſo ragin a 
:. againſ} anytalke of reformation, and ſheltered under the | 
wings of good fellowſhip ; that the Miniſter which meddles - * 
with them, ſhall twenty to onesbe ipſofaFoa ranke Puritan, 
Againſt the reſt I have upon other occafions-diſcharged the - 
Ordinanceof Antiquiry:Heare at this time what the Fathers-- 
ſaxagainft Healthing, . | 
| % | Ambroſe” 


UM 
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comfortable wulline with god; 


—_ —  ____— 


© Ambroſe powres out himlelfe *in a"mighty rorient ob fo 


credeloquznce, with mach -power-and'holy indignationa« 
giinſt che” Healtherr' of his time ; a you may'fee-in; Uivery 
Chapters of his Booke dv Helia, & je jwnigthis ——_—_ 
inciculed, De Potu al equales calices :Of drinking Þ 

the 18,Chaprerhe brings chem iq thus, 'in their ſwaggering 


humour : Let us drinke, faythey,' to the bealthof the Emperour, hg. "OE? 
and whoſoever pledgeth not bus health, "le him be abnoxious and. Bo ORE 4 
guiltle in point of devotion. _—_ prophaneneſe !'Hateful]-qui 

r man, and faithfull ſabjeR, yig 


impie:ie ! Shall an honeſt-{ 


ie otic if ribedetcquire,for the preſe 


diſcontented thoughroffer it (cle, repells iras a diabolicill 


repration?l ſay g 


carnall condemned workes, G.5, 2 1. 1 P#t.4. 3.. nor con- - 
forme ro the exorbitant rioroug humours of the rime, left he 


wound his conſcience, and weaken his power topray' for * 
him, be queſtioned abour his good inrentions;: and well- - | 
wiſhing ro the King ? And{hall aſwaggering Gallant emp--- | 


ty many times of altreall worth, and truly noble parts; one- - 
ly audacious enough toexpole the crowned Majeſtie'of our * 


earthly gods to cheapnefſe and conrempr, by an unhallow- -- - - 
ed toiling the venerable name-of Soveraignty amongſt his - 


Cups;and in ſtead of praying,to which he is of a meere ſtran--- 
g<r,and holds'it Puritanicall, provokes daily and hourely, - 
and pulls downe, all heecan, Gods fierce wrath bach upory 


King and Kingdome, by his ſmearing, drinking,lying, whoring, . 
Oc. Hvſ.4.1, 2. I fay ; ſhall hee bee the Emperours onely + . 
friend ? Whereupon the good Father immediatly after, iro- - | 


nically abominates ſuch Bedlam folly ; O pie devotionis abſe< + 


calches.In © © * 


2 Vi dere 
who loves the King dearlier tharrhis owne hearts blood;and amace Impe;ar 
would willingly bogh our od conſcience,powre gy Pro cls. 
rariottof hieperion;beatis. 
des prayer for him iifthe Houſe 6 God; and in hivfamiſy-- * 
makes conſcience of ſolliciting the Throne of: Grate" \or-! 
dinarily twice or thrice a day in private,wirh hearrineſſe and | 
fervency for chiefeſt and choiſeſtebleſſings npotr his foule, .. 
body,governement:poſteriricS&c.aag ifany inconvenicntand © 


detur exim non 
mare Impe;ato-., 


. 4 Fen 
. p . 
« , » %s t 
. p . 


Shall ſuch an one, onely becauſe he dare Tay 
not give his nameby revealing, to that curfed catalogue of 


qumm t ! - 


. 
x © $4 
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202 Fenerall-direfions for 4 

|. quizm | laich hee z A ſweete peece of pious devotion ſure 

] Paul teacheth us.another leſſon, 1-T im.2, 12. That wee 

(hould pray forthe healchaod falvation of Kings. And there- 
fore it,was-a-wiſe ſpeech ofa great map ; By. your kave, 1 will 

'» nthep al in E- prayfor the Kings health, and drink for my owne, 
b Procedente au- . Great 2 Baſel alſo-paints them our, and the faſhion of his 
ew poration times, in his Sermon of Drunkennefſe to this ſenſe :> Thes 
Adoleſecns non. :gr0wing tothe hegte, and bright. of their houziug and bauquetting, 
dum{frinePhid- there cones me 6h. @ YOUNG;104P, itt yer. drunke, and brings x 
rati hwneris ge ' by ſhonlders a vsſſell of cooked Is ane ; aud bee, the drawer with« 
> ned ſubmnoto 7, ane, \ ſtanding. in the. midi, doth derive and convey. through 
L  pincerfia,, . ro bresy rnldees; $otes he: " 
in medio aſtans ' ſeverzl] crooked pipes, to all the good-fellow gueſti, equal mex: 
peronligent ve of donkeyand mover arynkonſſ, his 5 + new Kid 
vis diſtribuirebei- of (reaſtwre;(aith he,here there id 229 me aſore of their meaſhre; that 

gener hoements by equolityaf their pos” bros no :gr% erg amongſt them, nor 
r#, ubi nullas eſt one deceive or cireunwent anotber in drinking. | . es 

ate  Learned®, Auitin inchis Te de bin 
*qulitaremincer neſſes; gaſes, this] luxuriouy vanitie and [waggering'ex- 
To nes als at; Colſe kemany zealous paſlages :amopel the rel, we chinkes 


| umbibendocir- theſe ſhould move: ts 1.1336 # EEG, 
defrauder, 3It isnow cometo this © That at their feaſts and banguetings, 
* Ioiy vic ov4e- they laugh at thoſe which can drinks lefſezind Vinſp rot to 


mc 


jure men 
;reve dry : EE oy  MIRUi der aol oy « 
nic $i! by nfbiendy f endbip that thy ould Sake drink than 
agar 7 io, 4 Tbey bluſh nat to ſwill oftentimes. even untill they Lamit, and to 
* De tempere, dyinke by m:aſuere without meaſare, Greater cups are provided, They 
- Vein Convivits coptend by. xvaier Fed of drinking ; and bee that can overcome, 
ſais irrideant cos, get 1 "as horrible fanne, . ; 
qui minus bibere ge prage: oy 1 fe 2 


poſſunr;z& per « 4 Dye not a4jare, doe net urge thy friend to drinkg, but leave bins 


immicam amici 2g: h;nz/o['e to drinks 6s much as be pleaſe; an1if he will need s be 
tizm adjurare ko- ff” . »L, 
mincs non erus drunke let bim alone periſh, aud be net bath danxed. - 
beſcuntuur porum F Byoyed bretbren, while I te'l you theſe things, T free mine 
aSAacci | — ng: gy 
” Ag quam = RY d- Frequenrer etiam uſque ad vomitum ingurgitare fe non erybeſcunt; & ad ft 
menſaras fine menſura bivers. Majoraprocula providentur.Cirt3 bibenti legem concenditur. Qui po- 
terit vincere, laudem meretor ex crimine. ec Ad extremum, ru eum noli 2djurare, nolicogere ; ſe in 
poteſtate ill1us dimirre, ur quantum fibi placuerit bibar; &f ſe imebriare voluerit vel folus perear, 
& nom ambo pereatis. f Ego fracrescharifimi, dem hc ſuggero, me abſulvo.apud Deum.Quicun- 
que me audire concempſeriia& ad bibendum pronus fuerir ;; & pro fe. & pro illis in die Iudicii reus 
- eric, Erquiaquod yejus eſt, aliquierjam:Clerici, gueboc deverent provibere, ipli cogunt bibere all- 
quos plus gu2.n exge:lir. A mods InviÞianc8e ſeipſas corrigert, & alios caſtigare, & | ' 


n 


_ 


owne 


we << wv 


comfortable walking with God. 263 . 
orrne ſoule before God, Whoſ.ever diſdaines to heare mee, and 
continues ſtill in bis bumour of drinking , or to adjyre'and urge 
others ,at their feaſts, ſball be full dearely anſwerable both for- him= 
felfe. and them. at the day of judgement. And becauſe, whith is 
worſe, even ſome men of the Church alſo, which onght to forbid © 
it, even they urge otbers to drinks more than '# expedient 3" let 
pn benceforward | begin to amend thewſelves and teprove Sn 
thers, &c, £1.54 hd 9231 $313 5541 font! 3 

8 Above all,let mee intrtate this at your bands, nay, T ature you's Ftillud ane 
by the dreadfull Day of Fudgement, that ar often as you mntually — 2 
invite one another, you would ahominate and 'abandon from yorey diem Iudicii vos: - 
banqnets, as the voy poſer of the devill; tha ' fikby reftome;- by nos og | 
which men are wont either willingly or enforced to drink by great invicenconi- 
meaſure-without meaſure, &e. Won | _ bgeh nr mm 
But thoſe paſſages which are more punftitall cro my pur= fcrudinem per. | 
poſe, are to be found in the ſecond Seritnion *'whetein- he TS... 
meetes with thoſe ordinary excuſes,which'they-whoare on Benfurs. bee; 
quered, and conforme to the company and 'times, - arewont .,_.... . +... 


to pretend, . 7 » us i . = 
But they are want to ſay, ſaith hes h ſome great perſon 1ge "prtit 1, prrgna pores 
me unto it; and wrged me » chinky more; indi at the Kings ho out 2m 
| 022: 0 Jhe - «7 « +41) Phids'beb: | 


banquet, T cogld the no other. -- 


cy itt convivio Re. * 
_ Auſtin, anſwers, Well, faich he; i 1fit comets this, that there gis how ports 
itbe ſaid unto thee, Either drinke or die; it were better thy ſober {aa ge 
body were ſlaine, than thy ſouls be damned for drunkenne 112 veniretur z ur iby 
| Secondly, faith heyk Thir # bur « frivolows wid: filſe? prev par ane ouence, 
tence for Kings and great -men; becauſe 'by the merties of Godz meliw —_ 
they are Chriſtians, and wiſe; andſober, and fea e God with all coats 


their Feart ; if theyſces that ortt of  con(cience #bou ſtands ot re= perebriecatem 
anima morere ur, 


folutely againſt that drunken cuftome ;--althnugh they-- ſeeme 10 \; Se. excuſatio 
be angry with thee for an' bonre or Jo, yet after,” they will hve i ay ye 5 : 
thee in great admiration, - ſzying : What adv wee bad with bim? gee, quicunque 
And with what threats -and terrours, 0. d-we fright-him,+ and yer funt x: i potences, 
" AM g quta Dco props - 
rio,& Chriftiani 
ſunt,& prudenves ,& ſobrii,& toro corde Deum?imentegfi te viderine definiſſe, ur cis non 3equieſca; 
pro timore Dei inebrjariz fi t1biſub hore videantur iraſcizpuſtea vers re in grandi admiratione ſuſcl- 
piene dicentes, Quiantum cum ill egimus ? Quais.eum minics, & terraribus fatigavimus? Brtamen 
an 1quam eum A fobriceate ſeparare poruimus. Nan &Deus,quiie vider,per ejus &norem inedriarinrn 
velle , ipſe tibi gratiam etiam llorum &abit,. quite, ut awpling bibues videbartar hortari & cogere,:-. 
could. -. 


a _- 


Generall direttions for «a _ 


- could not poſſibly ſeparate bim from ſobriety. For that God which 
fees that for 2be love to him, tho woulde ſt not conforme to their 
drunken faſhion, will give thee favour in their eyes, who ſeemed to 


w + a4 


 themftlves codrinking, and powrein exceſlively, _ 
| 4 


 briet, nullus in... 220 1841 &4f any feat preſſe anotber to drink more than ws fit. 
convivio cogat -.Tero = 


X _” T_T alcy,no: ro drinke again and again when the King is 
— . Butnot onely che Fathers by diviner illaminacion;bur the 


- © TaymperRegem yepxy Heathens alſo. by naturall lighe condemned this cu- 


frequent ias non 


PA #25. ftome. In char moſt magnificent Feaſt of char, mighty.Prince 


Leſſius de juſtitia, &. jure, in his Quetion, V.rum ſit pecca- 


fAdverſatur ra- fiell 30 pledge it ? Belides other proofes and aurhoricies, f I: ze 
tioni.Nam regula” DE ITE ; 


.bibeadiatuiur, non 121 io, Hoh necefſirzs narure, 'won bona valctudo,non animi y:yor, at ſerſuum 
.alacricas; ſed tora'ventis, v!!cerum'& venarum capacitase | 
. z F4 : 4 2% Ss © : Io 4 : 3d 
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bogenr err faith he i reaſon, wr Segfirbefone. 
ray d bealeh, nor the nigane of the minde, werithe'nder Fires, vel lage- © 
critie of the ſenſes, is madr the rate of drinking y/ but @n0s Lorain 3 
ther pow 1 Ay, * the whole capatitie: of bis 'bedy,* ids hos dize- - 3 
 fickier termee thife, uh Baſt calls them” "wha ooh 
lendobennctt very pipes, of: rather \chemmhen+-leheties ===7"h 
lowes fir onely for the officweof Hogſ.-heads,r0-xeceivea gre; 25 1h 
deale of wine,- or rathereo convey' it -thorow their body, bd 
thorow afinke ;and tÞ wickedly waſteir, And:it isa won 
ſaichhe, theydo1 not infike marinner make Mas CES 
maſteries a in omen abate 


we Tuſtitiz diftri- 


ucive contraria 


« fees I io Keehs? tofu, ſuperdia, 


, Lenten - wp 0 


Sc... SI 
Na earkid place, concerning 
fay-: no conſtare; (rules af -and<cerraine-tmieafare- cars! roman javidia 
he preſcribed: Becauſe itis auch-diverſified; and: juriz,& quzyis-. - 
ly receives greatvariation By heilchr and-fickneſſes by age ; Eo Fore ne — 
by eime of the yeare by emptinefexor falneffrrofthebbdy ; » Tonis adhuberuy ; 2 
by 1 of nacurall: conftiutions:-0nely+ler- mee-coun(el] Tiviberaion i, 
Chriftians, who onely make-con{cicnee:of Expence:of riine, Þu waduqulce = 
andareſonſibleet its prectouſneſſe exprofſed:before; vo tketes perinde a + 
notice, that they my ſurfer and{innvinfleepings av welt as podulllurgen- © 1 
in ae whpre Yr rc : That ir ooghcencty, av other of Gods 51750 1efnde- 2 
good creatures $0 eeve.the yo arr and :refreſhingof EI 6. * 
our" dodics ; not to ſatfie eaſe; Forhprand '@ Rigith be, 5 er ** 
mour and cherefore ro bewurs , and dilipently:ro:warch,' left?" = 
that. great devouter- and waſter of time, "5b aadibercdave- 2 
them of the very. marrow tind-fac of vine «- ths flowers #hd\ yaariu & '_.4 2 
frlbfreice, ev it-whes ofthe Gay; 4b: #meane: 2imny : preeiougltis milam po- .- - 
ax goken'hojitey whe: mothingy treſhell, ard -ffereſt X20 Non ch impork - 


s , F; os 4 415 31H * £1 i} » [ ; by *Þ x", 'G | >, : Tera falutelea las. 
clogs 2h Jaaints Thi Liſes Capfelipa, and; hearty; xepomanncs. of Foanete Cerewight, Gap + 
| corvyerſe - - ; 


eDiomfw «© 
converſe midſt fraiefully wich God, ro examine our ſpirituatl-- 
'', + ftaregroofferup anagceptableviaerifice of Prayers and-Pray»: 

. ſeszro buakleftuntous the Chriſtian Armour, and to pre- 
pare With reſolation andlife, to-hold a fweet"and-bleſicd 

| communion wick his-holy Majcſy' all the day after. And 
i - - let them often femember when they ſee 'the:Sunae up before 
Iodecens et them, that jdngas Anſtin t It is an wmcomedy thing for a Chris 
Cliriftiano,firs* ſian to heve the Sun; heame finde him ined: aud if the Sunne' 
dins Solis cum £4; k < SY 

inpeaiaciale&o; Cond fpeake, faith hee, ir might ſay, 4 beve labinred more 
ys 7 then thew, niſterdey ; and pero]. am riſen, and then art fill at 
reftatow loquene F . | Ps be. 37 of Salt Bet £9 IR GAMSS £51923 359K 52 

6; babere:: Aw-' 'Egt conclufion, I&t te adviſcand forewarne with as greac 
plas laborers carneſtnefſe and heartinefſe as I-canpoſſibly, all Gods Chil-. 
ramen: cumjan dren,that as{hey render and preferre-infinicely.:a-pure heart, 1 
adhncdarmis. and heayenly minde, :thatfunvaluable -Icuyel of: a peaceable: 
--- -canſcience,and that ſweeteſt lite, walking with: their God,» 
| before i world of goid-3-they would watch over-themſclves + 

very extraordinarily, and with ſingular care, and heedfal- 

nefle; in theuſe and e>joyment. of things lawful in theic 

. . ownemrure; yet by. our corrupcion,: capaþleofinordinate-' 
neſſeandexcefſe, lich as are ment, drinks, {leepe 2pprarell,: 

marriage, vilitations, recredtions & c.. Fyr mae: faith a wore. 
thy Divine, periſe-with -pripefterene follomung: of lawfull things, 

then by nal@vſwll canrſes : Soft lands ſwallow. mos ſhips, then: 

.- +.» hard rackes ſplicalunder. Howlſecyer, ſure Iam, Chriftiens 
.” ure in moredarger. of being ſpitizually undane by aflie infi- 
nuation and eaſnarement of licenciouineſle: and immodera- 

Tion in ſuck lawfull chings; then by tho grofie aflault of foule 
..:  - - ſinnes,and temptations ta doe notoriouſly, Borg, - , . 
© *.** * 4, A (anfiffied heart with gengroufly rife, -and: refiſt with 
reſolurion againlt che invaſion and gricſlinefſe of ahy worke: 

of darkenefle ; which by its enormity -walts the conſcience. ;: . 
+... +.» a8adultery, mutther, ſwearing, prophaning of the Lords: | 
4 4.1: nDay,ulury, bribery, (peculative wantopneſle;: idlegefle, 8e0e: 
., 4-1” - which yet may coo often be ialenſiply'{cixed upon. and {ure 

; 31415 cyPrized by anexceſſive finfull delight, in thinzs unſinful in 
> = * -* » : themſelve;;yetempoyloneduntso us, 'by the veneme- of our 
g das ; ; OWNE 
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any grcacremorſe or reclaimerion.: - : - 


ow 34 i 4-6 10S DIET 
2:1 2 Wee finde ro often'by wofull experience, that-fome- - 


owne. over-eager unmortified afeions, and that wihouc 


who:having'eivencheig names: to-Refigionar firſt, withgrear 


for warthefſeand heare' 3yer aftetward not © much foild by 


groſſe relapſe: into. nocorious (innes 3: 28 ſarkering wich: lh. 


centiaus.cxceſſe, inthe abaſe of law tall thirigs, and drinking 
ro deepe of worldly pleaſures, ander, a :colour of Qlriltian 
1iderty:and convenient xecreations;: fall fearefully into «dead 
fleepe of carnall fecariry,. and curſed forgetting of God, -ar 
leaſt, for a time, until}they: be revived and quickned Þythe 


ingquifitive hind of - ſome piercing: Miniſtry, the ſmart; of 


ſomeoutward heavy croſle, ot:wrath of God wpay their: tony 
ſciences ;if they fall not quite away. beet 


- 3-" Things norfinfull in theirright aſe; and:offcring them- - 


ſelver-withunſuſpeRted repreſentation of harmelefiefſe and 
allowance, - without extraordinary watchfulnefſe: and hecd, 


-doe: more exfily lime our earthly: ravenous affections ; ifarte 


ſdoner enſtare and deceive 3; infenfibly. draw; and; downer - 


in many. ſcandalous excefles and aſtrargements from Gad;be» 
fore weþc aware. , it 
Thas much alfo of natural! attons;-- v5 lined 


- I.I1T.--Now concerning civilt affaires, anth dealings:in - 


the-world-: That thou mayeſt ſetcle and keepe thine heast and 
hands inan holy cemper, and untainted ; without wound, 


wrong-doing,or any uncomfortable entanglement. ,; - - 
a” in allcheir bargaines, coneracs; covenants, dea- 


lings, - negotiations, mutuall: entercourſe- of any. inde: of - 


cammerco with others repreſent/erieufly and ſolewonely to 
the eye of thy beſt judgement and deepeſt conſideration, . 


Ld 


char royall Principle, Doe as thou iff be dowd by, Ina 1 
fellow- feeling reall conceis, put*thy ſelfe into the place, and - 


impartially puar'on; the perſon of the party. with-whom then 
artrodeale,, Weigh wellall the circumſtances, conditions, 


» 
s 


covenants, inconveniences, conſequents, and-paſſages of the - 


-Whole buſineſſc ; and then returning to thy ſelte, deale ur, 


and proportion unto him, . that nealare. in every. ULeUR, 
| =; | 241 
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which thou wouldeſt beefw SS I————__ ound and 
« -ſoundreaſon.to receive at the Soft anacher,if wettin 
- hixcaſe. [This is the:famme of the Liv and the Prophets, for 
our tus en TE: pteſt. upon! us by the LoridJe/m C1 
eMarg.12, Allthe os vu tomk Wild" there more 
þ an olr;dee yee even fa to them, W bike if it were a cf- 
fetual'y 4 Golinghy raken to heart, und pratiiſed, as it is or- 
elinarity ralked of and prerended ; 1cxyould not dneclyxaroft, 
andprevent;all cruckits,oppreions,grioiing the faccy of the 
. Poare,all e50zening,vndermming,over-reaching, defrauding, 
defaching,Gee. b buraiſo-firre: up So quicken our s#&tions, 
ifhuronn nate lively touch, to a: niueall txerciſe and 
| exchange of tolieoſhamairy, Einanelit, and{ovcin all 
. - « & 6: 43*011 37; vs i 746 6, 
' "Bir chin Spots Anderſincd: this tole arighe 5 cliceive, 
$Þ | char when'wce counſel} men to doe-anto others, -28- they 
. Fold bee: Jeole: with themſelves ;. Ic its not-ro bee: onder- 
- food: of any*ircegular, paſſicuae, <xorbiriacs wil | »bic 
. that whichiis grounded upon right reaſob 2guided'by-acefi- 
ne: ordered and TY ps pres -Gods 
ruth, 
 Andlthe rather refratie pour our wemorics-with'the true ap- 
 yqu- nay: «lectelyilte dhe rot- | 
| <a cavell, 'bur of | 
.cruell cn oo | 
- 0b, 1deale, ſank the Viarer,..a I would bee deatc with; 
and rs _ bee —_— ——_ —— all thac 
'doerio-wrong :- I wou inply pay tenne 
in þ== it Thad - Dk chenwhy ny Inorrake 


geN which, 1 afwere's : : 

1, That Royall Rule, Doe & thou would bee " by 
£malt bee underftood and expounded, 'ag 1 iimared before, 
accordingto the-grounds of 2 good-conſcience, diftates of 
-ight re«{on; /and direRions of a-fuſt and-reRified will ; not 
. bur of the miſts and miſerxes 'of a depraved and exorbitant 
Judgement. .Ocherwile, ———— and other of 'thar 


. deſpergee 
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_ deſperate ranke and reſolution, might conclude, that ir were 
lawtull for them to kill orher men, becauſe they were willing 
co be killed themſelves. See Trudg.9. 54. 15am. 31.4, forthey 
might fay, they did bur as they would be done by. It would 
alſo follow very abſurdly ; the Magiſtrate being in thema. 
letaftors caſe, would gladly be pardoned, therefore hee muſt 
pardon the malefa&or : Some ſonne of Belial would be con- 
rent villanoufly to proſtitute his wife whom he cares not for 
himſelfe, to others ; therefore hee may abuſe another mans 
wife whom he loves berter. Theſe, andthelike abominable 
and abſurd conſequents, demonſtrate the vanitie of the LI ſu- 
rers inference, and that Chriſtsrule isnor ſo general], bur re- 
frainable rorhatwill, which is orderly and honeſtly guided 
by thelight of Nature and Gods Law. 

2, We muft then have recourſe to this generall Fountaine 
of the ſecond Table, and ferch light and dire&ion thence; 
when we haveno exprefle and ſpeciall word in Gods Booke ; 
bur the Scriptures have cleerely and direaly decermined and 
reſolved the point of [[ſury. 

3. If the U[ſurer were in the borrowers caſe, hee would 
-not willingly, as hee pretends, give tennein thehundred. I 
meane with an abſolute and free will, but of force andcon- 
ſtrainr, becauſe nor paying after the ſame rate, hee could not 
haveit. If aman would borrow upon [ lury, to buy land, 
ingroſſ, foreſtall, or compaſſe ſome unlawfull matter ; that 
were acorrupt will, and no rule: But ifhis defire fo ro bor- 
row were juſt and lawfall, as in ſome caſes it may be, then ic 
is noentire will, bur mixed and forced by ſome neceffitie, for 
the avoyding ofa greater evill;and thereforedenied in the eye 
both of law and reaſon, to be any will at all. He that would 
borrow, ſhould have neede to borrow, for a needeleffe delire 
is unlawfull; andan ingenious man who hath neede robor- 


row, would not willingly borrow bur for neede, much lefle . | 


would he pay Ulurie- Therefore the will of the borrower, 

in this caſe, is either corrupt, or nowill at all, and fo conſe- 

quently without the compaſſe of Chriſts rule, 

The will of the borrower in a caſe, islike the = of * 
_ on 
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aSeddiurus eſt, 


honeſt Traveller, in giving his purſe co an arrant thiefe ; for 
feare hee ſhould looſe both purſe and life. Is fach a man 
willing, thinke you, ro loſe his money >? Or like the will of 
aman, whoſe houſe being on: fire, plucks downe part there- 
of to fave the reft ; willingly iodeede as the caſe ftands wich 
him, yer not ſimply, bur upon neceſſiry. So rhe borrowers 
will is nor free, burforced ; and fo a will againft will. 

2. Wich an infinice diſdaine, and reſolute contempt ab- 
horre ro ger ſo much as one farthing all the dayes of thy life, 
by any wicked meanes or wrong doing. Doe not plague thy 
preſent outward ſtare, be ir little or much ;neicher empoi- 
1on ic to the a by any addition unto it ; by uſury, 
bribery, ſymony, ſacriledge, ſtealing, grinding the faces of 
the poore, oppreſiion, lying, falſchoodes,. forſwearings, 
over-reaching rrickes of wir, cozening,. cunning convei- 
ances, &c.. | 

x: Thereby thou ſhalc deſperately fall into the revenging 
hands of an angry God : divine. vengeance will dogge thee 
hard,andcontinually atthe heels of rhy deſtruftion, Which 
is incomparably a greater plague then extremeſt beggery, 
and the bircereſt confluence of all the moſt vexing outward 
miſeries in the world. 

Let no man, ſaith S. Paul,: goe beyond 'and defraud bis brother 
in any manner, becauſe that the Lord is the avenger of all ſuch, 
x-T-beſſ.4.6,. 

- 2, Secondly, a litcle ill gor, naturally accompanied with 
Gods curſe, may fo empoyſon thy whole inheritance andall 
the relt of thy goods, that it may prove like a dead Flye in 
aboxe ofprecious ointment ; a ſparke of fire in the tharch;. 


aftrong incentive to divine juſtice, not onely to eate ttp all 


heneſt comfort in outward things, bur alſo to conſume and 
waſte all thy wealth : Nay, and'fich immoederate deſire of 


Mabeo fitios, qai./Enriching;and raifing his ® poſterity, is the keeneſt ſpurre to 


bus laborem, 
beo quibus 
' ſþiciam; ba 


bus curam 
Saximam geram —— Quam euram geris filtorum, ur cos obrugs !achrymis mjſerorum ? Noneſt boc- 
Sios amare, ſed ports necare, Auguft, Tom 10, page. 702+, ; 


i-his-unconſcionable hoarding ; even to cut off alfo many 


co Times the cruell worldling himſelfe, and caſt him out of the 


world . 


Sato # 
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world wichour ſtocke or ſecede. And therefore though the 
coverous catyfe out of the hardnefſe of his heart, and ſea- 
rednefſe of conſcience, bee fearelefſe and ſenſelefle of the 
wrath of God,and wrong of his neighbour, andthe wretch- 
ednefſe of his owne ſoule ; yet ifhee deſire, as he doth, wich 
a raging unſatiableneſſe, like the grave, or hell, ro thrivein 
his outward ſtate, and proſper in the world; let him nor 
meddle fo much as wich a Ricke, or a firaw,a pin, ora point 
of another mans, neicher at any time put his hand re any 
wicked way of getting, left, beſide the lofle of his foule at 
lat, and a world of miſeries in the meane time, hee miſſe 
the very marke ſo eagerly aimed art; of making him and 
his great in the world. For hope of which hee is curſedly 
content to part with all trae contentment in this life, and a 
Crowne of blifſe in the Kingdome of heaven. 

For this purpoſe, and to perſwade, and preſſethis point 
unanſwerably, let us rake a view in Gods Booke of the divers 
wayes, tow he is wont in wrath to deale with wrong-doers 
and unconſcionable dealers. 

Tc comes to paſſe, ſomerimes that the wicked worldling, 
inſatiable earth-worme, God curſing his coveteoufueſſe and 
crueltie, may ſee an end of his wealth even in this world, 


according to that Ferew, 17, 11. As the Partridge fit- 


feth on *Bge's and hatcheth them net : ſo hee that gettah 
riches, and not by right, ſhall leave them in the middeſt. of bis 
dayes, and at bis end ſball be a foole. Job 20. 15, 28. Hee 
hath ſwallowed downe riches, aud hee ball vomit them wp 
againe : God ſhall caſt them ont of bis belly. The mcreaſe of 
by mm depart, and bis goods fall flow away inthe day of 
wee king to ke him prof FE 
Or ic is noſtrange thing to ſee him unconſcio- 
nableneſſe and atten and a raft | 
his life long ; but then having __ together his hoard of 


iniquitie, with a greatdeale of carking, thoughtfulneſſe, and, MEN 
 filfe vexation; keptir with extreeme feare, ſlaviſhdiftruſt, coo tenins 
and heart gnawing jealoufies ; parted > from ic with — 


ag Wit Greps 


anguiſh, horrour, and almoſt with - painefull divorce quuaſubrraki 


Generall direfions for a 


*PlaLgory:: 


asthar of the ſoule from the body :. ar laſt after the loſle of ir 
foule and all. 

1, Hee either leaves it to- them who will liberally ler 
flieabroad, and enjarge thoſe golden heapes which greedi- 
nefſe had formerly continde, and ftrongly guarded with bolts 
and barres: According to that, Prov, 28.8. He that. by uſurie 
and unjuſt gaine increaſetb bis ſubſtance, be ſpall gather it for 
him that will pitty the poore, See allo, Prov.13. 22. Job 27, verſe 
I6, I7. 3 

> Oc it may be wholly ſcattered amongſt meere ftrangers, 
according to that, Eccleſ.6. 2. But a ſtrange man ſhall eate it up : 
See alſo Pſal. 39.6, Eccleſ.4.8. and 2.18.19. 

3. Or being bequeathed ro his owne children, and 
blaſted by Gods ſecrer carſe, ir may melt away in their hands, 
as ſhow before the Sunne, according to that, Ecclſ. 5. 13. 14s 
There 34 a ſore evill which I have ſeene under the. Sunne, namely, 
riches kept for the owners thereof ts their hurt, But theſe riches pe- 
riſh by evilltravell ; and hee begetteth aſonne, and there is nothing in 
bis hand. 

But howſoever, whether i gotten goods periſh or pro- 
fper in the owners hands, or his poſteritic: ſure Iamythe in- 
evitable plague and juſt vengeance of - God. cleaves inſepa- 
rably unto his ſoule ;and hunts that man to deſtrution, who-- 
ſoever he be, thatenricheth himſelfe by wicked and wrong- 
fall meanes,withour timely repentance and true reſtitution, if 
he be able. | 

Hee that bath oppreſſed the poors and needy, or bath: fpoyled 
by violence, === 6r bath given upon Vſury, or bath taken increaſe ; 
the ſame reaſon is alſo of all indire& and unlawtull getting, 
ſpall he live ? Hee ſhall not live : hee bath done all theſe abomina- 
tions, bee ſhall ſure die, bis blood ſhall be wpon him, Ezek, 18. 
verſe 12,13, 

And marvell not, neither be mis-led, though: thou ob- 
ſerve ſometimes wicked worldlings themſelves, their heires, 


- andheires heires, to wallow alſoin that wealth which the 


Grandfathers got wrongfully, For they are for all this, but as 
fo many ſenſuall earth-rooting hogs, fatred forthe *knife + 
and. 


"% 
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and havejrbis wofull brand fer upon them by the Spiric of 
God, Pſak 17. 14. They are men of the world, and beve their 
portions in this life, But ever hold. this as a terrible.and true | 
principle. It 5s ope of the greateſt © curſes under the Sunne , to < Nibil eft infee- 


icius fclicitate 


proſper in our wayer, and be ent of the way to Heaven. Peccantium z qui 
3+ Thirdly, it is aruled caſeand concurrent reſolution a» _— —_ 


mongſt Divines : Thar if thou deeſtnotreftore, being ables ja Fotuns; vetue 
wharſoever thou haſt any wayes got wrongfully, and wic-\bo{fis incriorro. 
kedly.; thou canft have neicher well grounded affurance of pip.) wE_ 
unfained * repentance, nor true comfort of the pardon of that "#42 refire.. 


timn, God accepts 


 finne. Acutcing concluſion againſt all cut-throar Vſurers, zery:weorfefiens, 
 Simoniſts, Sacrilegians, Bribe-takers,Grinders of poore mens 7273 mir 'oþer- 


tance. Hom. 


faces, Hoarders by fraud, Oppreſſors of all under them of re/10re4:0n. 


the fame trade, by ſome Machivillian tricke, and the reſt of ELLIS 


that cruell crue. mg able to reftore, 
How can hoe be ſaid to repent ſoundly, tharlies ſtill ſoa- 117 : OO 


kinFin his ſinne, witringly and willingly 2 Now, whoſoever :anceferhu fone, 
keepes ftill in his hands any thing wickedly got, continues an, 9nd 
wrong doer ſtill; and therefore doth: ir nor faichfully, bur exvenefe thereof. 

WaRam aps , 


onely tainerh repentance. Whereupon ſaith Avftiv, If a man. pj,.5" 
reſtorenotill gotten goods being able, his repentance 1snot Sire aliens pro<. 


comfortable,but counterfeir, | HF wel oe 
Dreadfull alſo is the doome of the faid Father upon all 4i'poſlit,uoared-.. 


wrong-doers. The ſine is not remitted, except that which penicens, Fog” 


hath beene unjuſtly taken be reftored:: Eicher in a&; if thou fngitur.Eyip.54, 
be able; or ar leaſt in unfained affe&tion, if thy Rate be K*, ola 


-wafted. . Fes F & 


What a Bedlam folly is it then, and curſed crueltie to thine. 152 uk 
owne ſoule ; to heape up thoſe riches of iniquitie, by baſe- fu! aft, 
nefſe and wrong, which thou muſt afterward reftore in-the - - + 
ſenceTIhave faid, or elſe never enjoy any comfortable affu= i 1 _ 
rance ofa true converſion or pardon of finne ? Were hee nor 2 i 
a fooliſh thiefe, that would keepe his tollen goodsborkin - +. ; ©; 
the face of his accuſer and Judge ? Though inthe meane.rime © © 
thon conceale thy cunning conveiances from the diſcovery: 
and doome of humane juſtice ; yet affare thy ſelf, beſides 


the ſecrer grumbling of thy 4 conſcience the. 


3 ny 
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angryeye of God allo ſees cleerely, and. will ſhortly moſt- 
cercainely revenge. | 
' 4. -Almeſdeeds, charitable ereQions of Colledges, Hof- 
italls, Free-Schooles, and other inferiour bourifull contri= 
997 6. ; when Godenables by good meanes ; the neceſſities - 
of his Poore cry for relicfe, and the ſanfified hear, with 
affefianare ſincerity, aimes at Gods glory ; are ſweer-ſinel-. 
' ling ſacrifices with which God is well pleaſed, Philp. 4. 18. 
Heb.13.16, Burt ifhis (laviſh gifts, and good: deedes, largeſ- 
ſes, and liberalicies in this kinde, be impoiſoned with former 
fcaud, opprefiion, and. wrong ; though it be well that the- 
Church of God ſomrimes,. the backes and bellics of -the . 
poore be better thereby; yet ro'the impenitent and not re-- 
ſtoring uſucerhimſelfe, or any other wicked dealer, in r:ſpe&t 
of acceptation with God, and true comfort to his owne. 


heart they are no better than the cutting off a Dogs necke, - 


- orthe ſacrifice of a foole, Il|-gotten goods are for reſtitution,. 
not for diſtribution. Leſt-any coverous caviller thinke the 
point.too harſh and preciſe : Heare what the ancient Fathers 


nn $<fay ro this purpoſe: d Bernard : God receiveth not any almes 


manu raptoris, + the bands of an oppreſſor or uſurer, © Hierome : Significant-- 
aur feeneratoris, ]y fajch the Propher ; His owne bread, leſt men fbonld turne- 
evignifcanter bread gotten by oppreſſion and Uſury, into. a worke: of Mfer- 
dichror, is Ty cie, f Auſtin: When God ſhall beginne to judg:, thoſe that Iive 
|" alieno male 90 by fraud, and give almes of the ſpoyles of the oppreſſia, 
queſicum panem will ſay ; Lord, wee bave kept thy. Commandements, and in 
p87 -eag _ thy name wee have done workgs of mercy ; wee have fed the une 
Hh ea.18. Efech. pry, wee have clotbed the N. thed, and entertained Strangers. To 
EL” udicare whom God will reply. Ton tell mee wbat you have given ; but 
£ ie Deus; ou tell me not what you have taken away, Tou recount whom: you 
= Je fraudibes bave fed ;but why remember you not whom yow have undone ? T hey 
viyune,Sde ſpo- yeggyce whom. you have clothed ; but they. lament whom you have 


"hc —ncmng ſpojked, &'c.. Aman is filled-with bread , whom thou feedeſt with 

ciunt ; Domine, , , ©. > 

precepta tua ſervavimus,8e in nomine tuo miſericordias feeimus, pauperes pavimus, nudos operfiimus, 
fibus diQuris eft Deus. Quod dedifts, diciris z quos paviſtis, ,memoratis ;z quare non recordamini 

guosneciſtis ? Quos operiiiſtis, gaudene;zquesexpoliaſtis, plangunt. &c. Tow, 10 Hom. 47.De remediiy 


peccarorum,pag.609.Vnus repletur panibus,quem de rapinis ſkiaſli ; & bencdicer Dominus non te,{ed 


(amy- quem nccaſti. 4664 
| _ - fol: 


_ 


att He, A 
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ſpojle : but the Lord- will bleſſe, not thee, but bim whom thox 
haſt undone,,&c. Chryloſtome ,, ® But what #4 the excuſe of a RO > | 
many ? I have indeed beene an Vſurer, ſay they, but I bave elſo.ſacio? Fanerarus 
brene good to the poore, A ſweete peece of matter ſiore1 But — 
God accepts not ſuch ſacrifice. It were farre better 20 give nothing Bona verba que. 
fo the poore at all, than give it m that manner, That wealth high Is 
34 wonne by thy juſt labours, is many times quite mard with ſch-yiz. Quod enim 
wicked mixtures, Oc. | 24: NN aNnn Ca men 
 The-very b Heathen man tells ns, Fhat the poore ary n20t to be rumeR proper 
fed like the Whelpes of wilde beaſts, with blood aud myrther, eapine _ yd « 
and fpoile : but that which is moſt acceptable to the receivers ; they comaminas, &c/ 
ſhould know, that that which is given unto them, is not. taken from: /pu57.ee _ 
any body elſe, | == Nh 3 7,4  nitferamum catuli, 
Nay, one of the bloodicſt men that ever breathed,” Seys j2ngvine ke exdi: 

mus, a Turkiſh Emperour, yer upon his bed of death, replied: qusdqpegratifis 
thus co/his Baſſe, moving him wich che wealth caken from !ipu; qrirent aan | 
the Perſian Merchants ro build an Hoſpitall for reliefe of the $bi, quod nemini 
poore: © Wouldeft thou, Pyrchus, that T ſhould beſtow other 55; rarr,g.e 
wens goods wrongfully taken from them, upon workes of chari= num. KG 
tie and devotion, for mine owne vaine glory and praiſe f Af ks FS Agr 
feeredly I will never doe it : nay rather, ſee they bee againe re- of ys moan 
fored unto the right owners. Which was done forth-with ace F150 
cordingly to the great ſhame, faith the Author, of many 

Chriſtians ; who minding.nothing lefſe rhan reftitucion,buc 

making ex rapina bohcauſtum, doe out of a world of evill: gotten 

goods, cull out ſome ſmall fragments to build ſame peore Ho- 
ſpitall, or mend ſome blind way. A poore teſtimony of their hot 

charitie, Wrerchedly then doe they delude the World, and 

deceive their owne ſoules, who vainely thinke, that ſome 

xorkes of mercy at 11ſt, when they muſt nzeds leave all, will 

expiate and recompencethe cruelties and unconſcionable dea- 

lings of their whole life before. Zachewe penitenc Procla- 

mation confifted of two branches, Zeke 19.8, As well for re- 

Kicurion, asdiftriburion. He that would find the ſame mercy, 
muſt follow the ſame method. ! | 

_ 3. Lerthydefire and delight never fall, or be faſtened im- 
moderately upon-any- earthly ching, though never ſo. excel- 


P 4 _ 
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—__ 


Generall diretfrons for x: * 


tenr, delicious, or amiable, For exorbirancy and errourthis. 
way brings many times, 1. Alofſe of the thing ſe dored up-- 
-. on. 2, Sometimea crofle. 3; Ever acurſe,. ' - : 


' 2, Forthe firſt; orrrighreous and holy God, when hee 
ſees the currene.of his creatures affeRtions to be carried inor- 
dinately and prepoſteroufly from the Fozntaine of living 
waters, upon broken Cifternes thar. can hold none z from the 
borromleſle treaſury of all ſweereft beauties, deareſt excel- 


_ © lencies, amiable delights, upon painted fſhadowes ;from the 


Rocke of eternitie, upon a ſtaffe of Reede;T meane, from the 
Creator, upon the creature ; he wiſely and ſeaſonably in the 
equitie of his Jaſtice, and out of the jealoulic of his owne 


Glory takes away that earthly 1doll, that the occafion of- 
ſuck irregular affe&ion removed, hee may draw the heart, in . 
which he principally takes pleafure, ro his owne glorious- 
Selfe, the onely Load-ſtarre of al ſanctified love, and bound.- - 
leſk Ocean of happineſlſe and bliffe. Nay, it may be ſaid in - 
. the ſiveerneſſe of his mercy alſo, when he ſees ns diſtrafted, 


and as ir were deſperately mad with making roo mach of 


any-tranfitory thing, ſo thar our mindedoth ill runne and -. 


reſt opon it, as ouronely heaven upon earth ; Hee ſhatches 
the edge-toole our of our hands, left wee make away ons 


felves ſpiricually ; and withdrawes the beloved vanicie from - 
before onr eyes, leſt'we grow Rarke blinde in the myſteries 
of Faith, and matters of Heaven, by too much gazing upon: 


the fading beauty of any baferearthly obje. 
Thus the immoderate partiall affe&ion of Parents, may 


become many times occafionall and acceffary tothe untime-- 
ly taking away of a fiveere, faire, and - rowardly childe. . 


Whereby our gracious God juſtly intimates unto them their 


intolerable unthankefulneſſe of his mercy, and extreme in- + 


dignitie to his Majeſtic, in wickedly preferring intheir love, 


a creature before their Creator, and mercifully teaches them, _ 


that the flowre and fervour of their beſt and deareſt affe&ion 
isonely due, and ſhould be wholly devoted to the greateſt 


good, God himſelfe, and thoſe trueſt, unntrerable, ever-du- - 


riag delights preparedfor the Bleſſed, in his Word hers, an 
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in the World to come hereafter, 1 Gor, 2; 9. 

. Conceive proportionably of other things immeaſurably 
defired-. and delighted in. Tf thou doteſt upon a good wic, 
thou mayeſt be ſtricken with diſtraQion : if upon abundance 
of learning, or wuch worldly wiſedome, thou mayeſt be in- 
fatyared, ar,leaft ar ſome fpeciall-rimes, when rhou wouldeſt 
gladlydoerhe beſt; or in fome important buſineſſe, which 
moſt concernes thee :: if upon ſome high place, thou mayft 
with Haman, Shebna,and thonſands moe, be throwne downe ]. 
intothe gulph of calamite and woe, contempt and ſcorne : if 
uponafaire houſe, it may be levelled with the ground, by the 
flames of Gods wrath: if upon a beaurified face, ic may be 
disfigured wich the Poxe, and other deformities : if upon a 
hoard of gold, ir may be diſperſt by fire, robbery, deſolations 
of warre: nay, ifevenupon thy graces with an over-weenin 
conceit of ſelfe-excellencie, felfe-opinion, ſelfe-ſufficiency; 
they be onely generall graces, thou, mayſt be quire ſtripr of 
them ; if ſaving, rhou mayſt be caſt intoa dampe anddeſer- 


tion fora time, in reſpe&ofall comfort,. ſenſe, uſe am] exer-- 


ciſe, &c. - 


2, Forthe ſecond, though God may permit thee to poſ- 


ſeſſe ſtill that outward worldly comfort,upon which the tury 
of thineaffeRionis {o faſtened, and thy heart grafpes with 
ſach greedineſſe and excefle ; yer in this caſe thou mayeſt 
juſtly expe& a crofſe; either, 1, Ih the thing dored upon, 
Wich what adeale ofcutting diſcomforr, and gaſhes of bir- 
ter griefe did Abſalom dandled in Davids affefion with too 
much indulgence, renthis Fathers royall heart by imbruing 
his hands in his brothers bloed, and wich unnaturall trayte- 
rous violenceand villany ſnatching at the Irnperiall Crowne 
upon Davids head? ' Another famous inſtance to this pur=- 
ole we finde in the Story of the Greeke Emperours. The old- 
mperour Andronicas doted with flich extreme impotency 
of partialh affetion upon his Nephew,'\ young, Fndronicws, . 


that in compariſon of him, hee did not onely diſregard the ' 
reſt of his Nephewes, buralſo his owne children: and avrche 7.4/5 $7,viv,”+ 
Story tells us, was not willing co ſpare him out of fight clther 24-159." | 


day. 
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- dayor night. Burwhar were the conſequents-of this cocke- 
ring? When hee was [tzpr-furcher into yeares, belides a world 
. ofmiſeries and moleſtarionscreared to rhe Grandfather inthe 
meane time, at lengrh preſſing without cefiſtance upon his Pa- 
lace, with purpolerso {urprize his perſon, though the old Em- 
peror intreared him with mach afte&ionareRoyall eloquence, 
which-might have pierced an heart of fteele-or Adamanc,” 
. That hee -would -reverence thoſe hands, "which bad sftentimes 
m7. lovingly embraced bim, yet crying im bis ſwathing clothes -* 
that be would reverence thoſe lips, which bad oftentimes mo 
lsvingly kiſſed bim, -and called him bis other Soule : that hee 
wazxld ſpare to ſpill that blood, from which himſelfe had taker 
the foundation of life, &c,F or all this, after ſome kinde words, 
and courteous embracement, at firlt indeede premiſed, and in 
hot blood ia conclulion, being polledand ſhaven, was made 
a Monke, and the Anvile of much dunghill ſcorne and vileſt 
indigniries, untill che workemanſhip of death had finiihed 
the forcowfall buiineffe of a wrerched life. A third,and very ' 
remackeable ro fright all Parencs from fooliſh doting, heare 
. a Non mi:ewini, Of Azſtin, * By reaſon of a tercible an1 dreadtfull acci- 
frazcschrilint q2nc, hecalled his p2ople rogerher, as it ſeem:s, ro a Sermon 
monem,Deoaux- the third time, the ſam2day:; thinking, no doubt, cur of his - 
itiante profeceroe yy 11chtull fpiricaall wiſedome, r2 work more ſuccefſef'ly,and 
-Accidit hodie ter- : 4 . X - 
ribilis calus urto leave more ſtrong and laſting imprefſions ia their hearcs, 
_—_— — while the bloody unnaturall villany was yer freſh in their 
ſolam ad ecclefi- eyes and eares. And when they were mer rogether, he re- 
amHipponenſem 111.3 che dolefull-ftorie: , Oxrnoble Citizems (faith he) bereof 


omnes antiquios "© . . - , 
res hibere volui F{;ppo,, Cyrillus, 4 mas mighty among ft us, both in worke and 
= ins. & in. ord, and much beloved, had, as you kzow, one onely ſonne, and 
tantes in unum becauſe hee bad but onely one, be loved hem immeaſureably, and 
+ 5 "I pt” above God, And ſo being drunke with immoderate doting, hee 
bFiliuar,ue ſcitis, ep/eFFed to corre? bin, and gave hin liberty to doe what 

habebat: & cum 8 1 5 Ss 9 : ſorver 
unicum poſſide- fe 
bat : & quia unicus erat eum ſuperflue diligebar, & ſupra Deum. Tded ſuperfiuo amore inebriatus, fili» 
um coir1igere negligebar, dans crjam poreſtarem factendi omnia, que placita eſſent illi. O doloſa li- 
bertas! O grandis filiorum perditio ! O parernus amor mortiferus! Ecce, filios ſe dicunt dijigere quos * 
jugulxe procurant Dicunt cos amare quibus jam ſaipendia parant, &c. Sed ecce, nodie ebrierarem 
perpeſſus, watrem pregnantem nequiter oppreſfir, ſororem vielare voluit,patrem occid:t, & duas ſoro- 
' res yulneravit ad mortem: O magna Diaboli dominatio ! &c..Auguft. ad fratres in erems, Serm. 3 3, © 


Ee name... 


bee lift. Now-.tbis very day, this ſame fillew thus long ſuffered 
in bis difſolute- and riotous conrſes, hath in his drunken humour 

wickedly offered wioknee to bis mother great with childe, would 
bave violated his ſifter,. bath kglled. bas father,. and weunded two - 
of his ſiſters. #0 death. (hb mightie- domination of the Devill © c.... 
Enr I needenor proſecure this point by further illuſtration 
our of Grange Stories. Daily experience preſents unto our eyes 
and eares the many ,wofull diſcomforts, unkinde requirales, ., 
and unnaturall uſages, which Parents receive at the hand of 
thoſe children, which in their younger yeeres they made 
wanton with their love, and undiſcreerly doted upon, 2. Or 
in ſome ether kinde; for example : Itthine heart be ſet upon 

riches, God may juſtly, and mercifully coo, exerciſe, and - 
affli& chee with his heavie hand ; upon thy body, with ficks . 

neſſe;: upon thy conſcience, wich terror ; upon thy reputa-; 

tion, with diſgrace, or the like, thereby ro unglue rhy noble - 

ſpiric fromthe duſt, and rent it from grovelingnefſe upen the - 
earth, If thou be ambiciouſly enamoured upon honours and - 

high roomes; after waſting thy wealth, wounding thy con- + 
ſcience, wearying thy ſelfc with briberie, baſeneſle, and irke- 
ſome waiting, rhou mayeſt be raken away untimely in the - 
very purſuite, or preſently after the atrainement of them, &c.. 
Thus it isgor ſtrange or extraordinary with God, toprevent, - 
ortake off our hearts from taking ſclfe-conceited pleaſure or. 

pride in any thing we. enjoy, by croffmgand correGing us in- 
other kindes, Even Paul, that blefſed Saiat and ſervant of 
the Lord, Icſt his heart ſhould be roo:much pleaſed, and puft 
up with abundance of revelations; he was vext and croft with 
his owne concupiſcence, there was given to him @ tborne ins + 
the fleſb, the _ of Satan to buffet bim, 2 Cor. 12.7. that 


is,as I conceive, hee felc his originall corruption ſharpened, 
and eneagered againſt him, aad ler looſe in ſome ſorc upon 
him : which isa terrible cut to a.tender conſcience, 
| . Fortherhird, howſoever ir farewith thee otherwiſe; -. 
if chou ſettle thine heart upon any carthly thing with inordi+ - 
nare defire endo, than ſhalg be ſare to be haunted with 
adouble courſe: r, The 


rage of unſatiableneſſe,unfarisfiable» - 
| ; neflc 3.4L 
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neſſe : 2, Thar greateſt plague, hardnefſe- of hearr. 
1. The Father of Spirits harh inſpired into our immortal 


ſoulesa large capacity, and ſuch an infinite appetite; that'no - 


finite excellencie, created comfortor carthly thing can polſ- 


fibly 611. Gold, filver, riches, honours, crownes, kingdomee, 


are no fit marter oradequare obje&, for fuch'an immarteriall 
and heavenly borne fpiric, ro repoſe and feede upon wich 
finall reſt and full contentmenr. Nay, not this whole mare- 
riall world, were it beaurified and fer out with all 'the ami. 
ableneſle, ſplendour, and allurements, which'the devill by his 
Jugling Alchymie pur upon ir, when hee preſented i to the 
eye of Chrift Feſws, 21at.4. 8. with addition ofthe ſtarry 
and Empyrean heaven,ſhining with all ckeir admirable bezu- 


tie and glorious inhabirants, couldby any meanes confine, - 


farisfie and conrenrt rhe irkeſome wandrings, unlimited de- 

fire, and vaſt comprehenſiveneſſe of the ſoule: but it would 
a Cor kumanun (till be 2 tranſporred with the paſſionate diſquierneſſe of 
nes fm, ſelfe-vexation, and tortured npon the racke of reſtleſſe dif 
—_— content ; untill ic faſten and fixe upon an 'objeR, infinite boch 
omni olubilitare inexcellency andendleſneſſe, wherein-is contained the whole 
voubiliu,denn® Jarirude of Entity and goodnefſe, the ever-blefſedand onely- 
quzrensrequiem, adored T rinity. Where and when alone, if ſoftly and fiveer- 
»binon eli, n%% ly, with the heighc and fulnefſe of 'alf defirable* content- 
ranſitoriis,in qui- M2nt,' reſts -in the armes of God, and boſome of eternall 
bones ws Dlifſe ; which all bleſſed ſoules arraine thus, and: by theſe 
ne men mae | TY | 


eoonizan tans When it pleaſed God by the mercifull violence of his Al- 
tz oft digniratis, mighty hand, co turne the ſenſuall bent and powerfull cur- 
vo my ws rent of the ſeduced ſoule, fromrhe creature, to the'Crearor 3 
Bonumgei ſuffice. from the painted bravery ofthis vaine world, to the heaven- 
T9 vere 05, by beauty of his bleſſed Word; from carking encombrance 

about many rhings, to purſue and-ply chat One needfull thing; 
by a ſound and univerfall change of the whole: man, and 
tranſ[zrion of himifrom the darkeheſſe of narurall ignorance, 
dearh in ſtone, and powet of rhe divill, rothie light of faving 
knowledge, the life of fanQifying grace, and' tle living 
God : I ſay -ahets;-the reftlefle/ wartdrings of the winſanjfs 
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fied ſoule, begins firſt ro ſettle with ſome fweete contentment, 
upon the flowres of Paradiſe, glimpſes of heavenly glory,in- 
fallible earnefts of everlaſting blifſe, ſaving graces; and its in- 
finice appetice is well ſtayed in the meane time ; with thar 
comfortableentercourſe and bliffefull Communion, which ic 
enjoyes in part with the blefſed Trinity, by rhe Word, Sacra- 
ments, and other his holy Ordinances, appointed and ſanQi- 
fed for that purpoſe; untill it remove from an houſe of fleth, 
into the Empyrean Heaven. And then, * 

1, The underſtanding is firſt filled with finall and everla- 
ſting contentment, by a cleare glorious ſight of God, which 
they call Beatificallviſion z when we ſhall ſee bim face to face , 
know him as wee are knowne, 1 Cor.13.12, ſee bim as bee is, 
1 Tob. 3. 2. Forasthe Sunne of this world, by his beames and 
brightneſſe illighteneth the eye, and the ayre, that wee may 
ſe,not onely all other chings,burt alſo his owne glorious face: 
ſo God blefſed for ever, the Sunnes Creator, the Imperiall 
Sunne of the world above, in whoſe preſence, the united 
ſplendour of ten thouſand of our Sunnes would vaniſh away, 
as adarkeſome moate andlumpe of vanity, doth by thelight 
of his holy Spirit, ſo izradiate the-mindes of all che bleſicd, 
that they are thereby enlarged and inabled, not onely to be-- 
holdemioentlyin him, the beauty, gcodneffe and excellency 


of all creatures, ina farre more admirable and orient manner - 


then intheir owne beingy , bur alſo his owne face, eſſence, 
will and counſels, perfetions and attributes, incomprehen- 
fible greatnefſe and Majeſty. | 

2. Secondly, the will alſo is then fully and for ever fatif- 
fied with a perfe&, inward, eternall communion with God 
himſelfe. Our ſweete glorified Saviour, being God and man, 
by his humane nature afſumed,uniterh usto God,. and by his 
divine nature aſſuming, uniteth God unto us : ſo that by this 
ſecrer and ſacred communion, wee are made in- an admirable 
and bleſſed manner, partakers, and as ic were, pofſeffours of 
God himſelfe ; and communicate with him .in all his good-+ 
neſſe, perfeftions excellencies, and happinefſe. Ohbottom- 


lefſe depth, and. deareſt confluence of all joyes, pleaſures, 
{weet- - 


% 
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ſweerneſſes, delights, unconceiveable, unutterable, infinite ! 
Thisis the ſupreme end of our Creation and Redemption ; 
the very flower, ng" and finew, as it were of our So- 
veraigne good. By this aft of bleſfſednefſe, weare filled with 
all the fulneffe of God : Hee becomes untous All #z all; fo 
that thereby welive his very life, in purity, eternity,ſincereft 
pleaſures, higheſt perfe&ion ; though nor to the height of 
his infiaicenefſe , for wee are butcrearures ; yet in proport1- 
on to our capacitie, and urmoſt poſlibilitie,which isa felic- 


tie above meaſure, and paſt imagination. In theſe two aCts 
thus exerciſed abour an infinite Obje&, God himſelfe, doth 


Bleſſeduefle, effencially and formally conſiſt ; bur principally 
in the fruition of God, by a full, immediate, and cempleate 
communion with him, and moſt blefſed participation of 
all bis glory and All-tufficiencie. And therefore Aquinas 
andþall his followers come ſhort, in placing our higheſt 
blifſe, onely in the a& of rhe underſtanding, the viſion of 
God. Iam wont to exprefle and illuſtrate ir thus : chough 
there be an infinice diſtznceand diſproportion in the things 
compared : Ic would mightily delight a. man, really and ia 
perſon, with eaſe and ſaferie ro paſſe over and view the cir- 


.cuite of the whole carth, and all the wonders of the world, 
all the great citties, renowned men, magnificent courts,rich 


mines, ſpizie Ilands, * Chryſtall mouataines, coaſts of 
Pearles, rockes of Diamond, &c. of which Geographers 
write, and Travellers talke : bur if beſides, as hee paſſed along, 
he ſhould have ſure and everlaſting poſſeflion given of them 
all, what a immeaſurable materiall addiction would ic make 
onto his ſpeculative delight ? And wich what ſtrange amaze- 
ment and admiration of his making for ever, and marvellous 
uy inefſe, would ic raviſh his heart ? Even ſo proportio- 

y, butaboveall degrees of compariſon ; though a bound- 
lefſe Ocean, endlefſe ſweetnefe, and inexplicable joy ariſe in 


the ſoule from the fight of God; yet this bliſſefull commu- 


Rion, whereby we poſſefſe and enjoy him,in a neere, excellence 
unſpeakeable manner ; and partake with him in all his excel- 
lencics, perfe&ions, and felicities,dorh crowne,as it _ our 

rowne 
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Crowne of glory,. and aRuate thar heart-raviſhing contem- 
plation, wirh the very life of everlaſting life, and ſoule of hea- 
venly joyes and higheſt blifſe. Thus, and in this manner doe 
the reitlefle wanderingsand iafinice appetite of rhcſe aſpiring 
ſparkes of heaven, our immareriall and immorcall fpirirs, 
come to ficall reſt and everlaſting repoſe : When ar lat 
they ſhall graſpe in the armes of their deſire, thar chiefeſt 
good, the moſt glorious Deitie, and bathe themſelves free- 
Iy and fully in that ever-during Welfpring of Immortality 
and Life, But now ſer afide the fruition of this Objed, infi- 
nite both in excellency and endleſnefſe, the onely aime and 
end of the ſoules endlefle aſpirations : and though thou 
ſhouldeſt crowne a man compleately with the worth of this 
whole world, the admirable ſplendour of the Emperean hea» 
ven, the beauty of a ſhining Sunne-like body, the rich and 
royall endowments inherent in a glorified ſoule, the ſwee- 
teſt company of Saints and Angels, the comfore ofeternity; 
yet his ſoule would till be full of emprineſle and appetite, 
and utterly to ſecke for the ſureſt Sanctuary, and ſupremeſt 
folace,to {nile her unſatisfied longings upon. Onely once 
admit ir to the face of God, by Beatificall Yifion, and ro fru- 
ition of the moſt glorious and ever-blefſed Trinity, by im- 
mediate communion, and-ſo conſequently to thoſe Torrents 
of pleaſures, and fulneſſe of joy flowing thence ; and then 
reſently, and never before, irs infinite defire expires in the 
doſome of God, and it lyes, as it'were, downe ſoftly, with 


ſweeteſt peace and fall contentment, in the imbracements of 


everlaſting blifſe. The other innumerable incſtimable joyes 
in Heaven, are, I deny nor, tranſcendent, and raviſhing : 


bur they are tutall acceſſories to this Principall, drops to- 


this Ocean, glimpſes to this Sunne, Well then, .if this be 
the onely way to the ſoules erernall welfare ; then thoſe un-- 


happy ſoules, which .runne a contrary cgurſe, ard ſeeke for. 
fatisfattion in any creature, or created comfort, ſtand deſer- 


vedly ſtillupon the racke of refilefle diſcontentment, andare - 
juftly curſed with the gnawing rage ef unſatiablenefle : arid 
mult needs bee fo, Forbeſides, ,1. Thar the ſurious torrent 


of; 
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of our ſcniuall corcuprion, being once on foote after worldly 
pleaſures,and ſwelling by a continuall infuſion of helliſh poy- 
ſon, doth with an impetuous headſtrongneſſe, beare and 
breake downe all bonds and bankes of moderation and ſinr, 
and will never bereftrained from irs unſariable rage, if God 
helpe nor,uncill it be ſwallowed up in the bottomlefſe gulfe 
of miſery and horrour : for it is the native propertie, or 
rather, poyſon of inordinate affe&ion, not onely to drinke 
dcepe of (infull delights, bur to carrouſe, ro bedrunke ; nay, 
roadde unquenchable thirſt unto drunkennefle, ſucking them 
in with freſh ſupply of endleſſe greedinefle, as the Horſe- 
leach corrupt blood, rill ic burſt againe. -2, That the infi- 
nite defire of the ſoule confined to a creature, or any world- 
ly comfort, is pained and pinched, as a foore wedged in a 
ſraite ſhooe ; it being no competent or proportionable ſa- 
risfaCtion to irs expeCtationand large capacity. Hence it is, 
that give Rome to Ceſar, as they ſay, and heewill ambiciouſly 
purſue the | Soveraigntie of the whole earth. Let Alexaxder 
conquer the world, and hee will askefor moe : ler thoſe be 
ſubdued, hee would climbe up the ſtajr2sof his vaſte defires 
towards the ſtarres : if he could afpire chicher, hee would 
2 Non ſatiat ani- peepe beyond the heavens, &c. No reſt unto mans ſoule, 
_— bur in Gods eternall reſt. 3. That there being no proportion 
vera,& cert22Kr- betweene fpirit and bodies ; thou mayeſt as well undercake 
nit Aur ro fill abagge with wiſedome,acheft with vercue; as thine im= 

-mortall ſoule, wich gold, filver, riches, high roomes, this 

whole mareriall world, or any earthly thing. See Ecckſ. 5. 

IO. 4. I ſay, befides theſe three caaſes of unſarisfiableneſle, 

God himſelfe doth juſtly pur that property and poyſon into 

all worldly things doted upon, and defired immoderately, 

that they fhall plague the ho that purſues them , by fil- 

ling ir till wich a furtous and freſh ſupply of more greedi- 
b Avariciainſaia. neſle, longings, jealouſies, and many miſerable diſcontent- 
bilis evrieras. Er rents : ſo that they become unto ir as drinke unto a Þdrun- 


ſicur ebrii, quanto 

Plus vini ingu: gi- | 

rant,tanto magis ad ſitim inflammanrursfic & iti quoq; inſaniam hanc indomiti nunquam ſiſtere poſe. 
ſunt,ſed quanto magis ſuas opes augeri viden;,tante & concupiſcentia m:gis flagrant. Neque antea a 


peſlimo apperiru hoc abſiſtunt_donee in ipſum maliviz profundii defcenderint. Chry/7 Hom, 2 3481 = 
ar 
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kard, a man ina ©dropſie, or burning feaver, ſetve onely' rofcHydropicns,qus 
inflame it wich new heate, and fierie addirione of infariabls —_— gy 


thirſt and inordinate..lut, No warvell thets though che omnis ara ex 
working, heart of every. naturall man,nnreconciled ro God, nora 
be * like the raging fea that cannot reſt, Thar roaring: Ele- <2, que appetir, 
ment, to which the Spiric of God reſembles a wicked man; A. 
malt needesbe a much troubled and very reltleſſe ccreatnre , plus, & amplius 
ſith ic is continually toſſed, and rurmoyled with yariety-of _ —— 
contrary and confuſed motions; that of-eſtuation, revo Looks apperir, hwic 
on, refle&ion, deſcenſian, and agitation by the windes : ſem- cv, rl. mn 16g. 
blably, ifrhou couldeſt ſee the infide of the greateſt graceleſſe 8 
Monopoliſt, and ingrofſer of all the moſt:defirable excellens «#7 ;c. . , 
cies. under the Sunne, gliſtering in the higheſt- Emperiall 
Throne upon the earth ; thou ſhouldeſtbehold his hearr for 
| all thaty rentafander with many raging diſtempets, and ren 
peſtuous whirlewindes of contrary lutts ; a very hiveof nn- 
numbred cares, ſorrowes, and -paſlions; LO 
with. irkſome, ſuſpicions, falſe feares; inſatiable longings,ſe- 
cret grumblings of conſcience, torwring diftra&ions, and tu- 
mulcuarions of hell; | 
By the way, let metell you, thatrhis .immoderate deſire, 
inordinate: delight which Iſpeake of, glued ro ſome” ſpeciall 
{enſuall ohjeft, which'naturall corrnption ſingles onc, and 
makes chiefeſt choiſe of, tefollow and feed upon, with'grea- 
teſt contentment and carrall ſweetneſſe, becomes the parents 
of every mans boſome linne.... | 
If it fall in love with honours and greatneſle, it breeds and 
| brings farth ambition, which is an unquenchable thirſt after 
| viſible gfory, and a glutronous hunting after high rovines. 
| - Asit inhabiterh the higheſt and haughtieſt ſpirits, and is fu- 
| perlative and tranſcendent inits obje& and —— {0 
| of all the ſtormy /perturbations, whichrent and rege in the 
heartof man, it is moſt tempeſtuous and deſperate, Ventrous 
it is coclimbe up any (taires of baſcneſſe, bribery, blood z'r 
tread upon theruines ofthe nobleſt innocency, upon the mer- 
cileſſe defolations of deareſt friends and'neareſt kindred, to 
domigeere for a. while, though it bedamned everlaſtingly 


Ke - 
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| akerwards ; asitis too cleere inthe Turkiſh Emperors, and 


in that great Maſter of miſchiefe and Machiaveliſme, Richard 
» Who with a bloody hand prel- 
ſedout the breath of thoſe two orient Princes in the Tower, 
his Nephewes, and naturall Lords. Ic is viftorious over all 
other affe&ions, and-maſters even the ſenſuality of -Juftfull 


ures ;a$appeares in the greateſt Warriours, and ancient - 


orchies amongſt the Heathen, who tempred with the ex- 
quificeneſſ; and yariery of choiſeſt beauties, yer forbore thar 
villany not for conſcience fake and] feare of God whomthey 
knew - not; bur Ieſthey ſhould interrope the conrſe, and 
Rop the current of their warrelike: reputatiou, ambitious de- 
fignes and achivewents of ftate. Bur whatſoever other pe- 
ſtleac propertiesempoyſon ir, it never failes to engender in 
the heart, which harbours it, as itsfproper Thunder-bolt- 
and blaſting, feares, cares, jealouſies, envies, enragedthirſt 
of rifing ſtill,. impatience of competicion,. uncapablenefſe of 
ſatiety, which is moſt for my purpoſe. For the proud and am- 


bitious man enlergeth bis- deſire @s bell,, and 11 as death, and 


cannot be ſatisfied, Hab, 2.5. Who can fill the borromileſſe 


pic of hell, or ſtop the unſatiable jawes of death; neither can - 


the greedy humourof an haughuy' ſpirit, the aſpiring inſo- 
kencie of a. boiſterous Nimrod! bo bly ks 


no not with:the rop and variety of -highelt honours, though 


hee ſhould alone and abſolutely be crowned with: the Sove- ; 
raignitic ofthe whole earth, and command the.felicities of - 


this wide world. ; 
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. .evenfriends,and acquaincance;nay, Religion, conſcience,and 
allco be ſerviceable, and contributary toa greedy Wolfe, and 
raging Gangren of hoarding vp Gold, and worldly pelfe, 
In a word, it makes a man w a Bedlam cruelty to con- 
cerne himſelfe, body and ſoule, fora little cranfirory trafh; 
wilfally coabandon both the comforcable enjoyment. of the 
ſhort rime of this.preſent mortalirie, "and all hope ' of the 
length of thar.b erernicy- ro-come. And as the,obje& 
of it is moſt earthly, baſe, CE Ter 
vile affe&ions, it n__ ſenſtleſly unſarisfiable. 
For how is it poſſible that earth ſhould feede or fill che im- 
materiall, and hcaven-borne ſpirit of a mati? Ir cannor be, 
andthe Spiricof God hath faid, ir ſhall not be, Ecckſ;s, 19. 
and 4. 8, Hee that leveth fitver, ſpall nod be ſatisfied wil ie 
The eye is not ſatisfied with riches, Hence it is, thatthe deepe- 
lierand morecagerly the dropfie heart of the covetoug man 
doth drinke of the golden ftreame, the more fariouſly Rill ic 

is inflanted wich unſatiable thirſt : nay, certaine it is,that if he 
ſhould purchaſe, and pofſeſſe a Monopoly of all the wealthin 

the world: were heable ro empty the (Wehteme parts of Gold, 
and the Eaſt ofall her Spices, and precious things ; ſhould be 

encloſe the'whole face of the earth from one end of heaven-te 

another, and heapeup his +hoard tothe ftarres ; yer his keart 

would be as hungry after more riches, asifhee had-never a 

penny, and muchmore. | | NS 

IF. it fall in love with beanty, and the fwag ering bravery 

of good fellowſhip, it begers luſt, and ſenſuality; which 

| u_ _ _— madde _— — and Fare Ce &- 
gainſt the v glimpſe of holinefſe, or any religious re- 
Rraint; peers wen with mutuall fury, to _— themſelves 
into the botcomleſſe whirlepoole of ſenſuall pleaſures, and 
ſoempoyſontheir hearts witha furious unquenchable thirft 


afrer them, thar they will never leave their hold, and 


- haunt, - unrill they either be broken with the haminer 'of 
the Word,or burft with the horrour of deſpaire. You may 
tracerheſe —_ properties inthe praftiſe of thoſe volup- 
ruous: Gallants, -#iſedonze-2, ( a Booke though nor of 
Q_2 . divine 


t, {6 of ll other 
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divine authoricie,. yer profitable for precepts-of morality.) 
Ia which Chapter you may finde, as I-have ever conceived; 
a-deſcription..zo rhe life, and moft exaft+ Charafter»of the 
good-fellowes of our timesz. who are tranſperted- equally 
with adeſperate inſatiable humour of ravenons feeding upon. 
the froth and filth of their impure delights, as greedily as 
the Oxe ſuckes in water : and with an implacable enmity 
againſt the purity, and power of gedlineſſe.. For the firit, 
heare their cry unto their companions, Verſe 6. &c, Come 
on therefore, Jet ms enjoy the good things that are preſent : and kt 
” ſpeedy uſe the creatures like. &s in youth, Let ws fell our 
ſelves with coſtly Wine, .and Ointments .; and lt no flower of 
the ' Spring bole by ws. Let us crewne eur ſelves with Roſe= 
bads before they be withered, Let none of us goe waithout bis: 
part of our voluptuouſneſſe : kt us leave tokons. of -our Joyful- 
neſſe mz every place; for this it our. -partion,. and our let 14 1hix.. 
For the. other, take. norice. of. their boyſterous ſwaggering: 
combination, to become bloody goades in-the fides, and: 
crnell prickes in the eyes of Gods people. For proportio-- 
nable to their impatiency of being croſt in their courſe of 
pleaſures, is their rage in perſecuting the godly. And; 
therefore being reſolute ro live and die. ary”. ent they 
alſo refolve from the. ſame ground, ro bold an.everlaſting 
unreconciliable oppoſition. in the way which 3s called Holy, 
eſpecially, fich every where it is ſo ſpoken againſt. Whence, 
I ſay, they grow and glue themſelves together it-this com> - 
bination, Verſe. 19, &c. Let ws. oppreſſe -the yoore righte- | 
0H5 MAR, ————— Let our firength be the. law-of 7 ſtice ; for 
that which 1s feeble, is. fownd to be nothing worth. Therefore 
let us lie in waite for the:righteous.:- becauſe bee is not for 
our terne, and bee is cane coutrary to our - doings,” bee upbrai- 
deth ws. with our offending the Law,. aid -objeQub to our in- 
famy, the tranſgreſſurn of . our. education... Hee profeſſeth to 
have the knowledge. of God 5 and hte calkth- himſelfe the childe - 
of the Lord, ' Hee was .made.' to reprove our tboughts, Hes 
x grievous Wnt us ; even- to behold : for his life is not like 
ather_mens,. bis wayes are of anether. faſhim. Wee are-effeemed 


of, 
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of him as Counterfeits : hee abſtaineth from our wayes, as 
from filthineſſe, hee om—_ the end of the juſt to be bleſs 
ſed, and maketh his boafts that God is bis Father : 

Such things they did imagine, and were deceived : for their 
owne witckedueſſe bath blinaed them, As for the myferies of 
God, they kruw them not, neither hoped they for the was 
ges of righteouſneſſe : neither diſcerned a reward for blameleſſs 
oules. | : 

hs If it edge, and eneager malice, ic breedes revenge, a wol- 
viſh, and unnaturall thirſt after blood : which haunts moſt, 
the moſt weake, fearefull, and cowardly ſpirits. For weever 
ſee thebaſeſt and moſt worthleſſe men, to be moſt malicious 
and revengefull, Seldome doth it finde any harbour in a 
welbred, and a generous minde. As Thunders, Tempefts, 
and other terrible agications in the ayre, trouble onely, and 
diſquiet theſe weaker fraile bodies below, butnever diſturbe 
ordiſmay,thoſe glorions heavenly Ones above: fo ſcurrill 
girds, imperious doggednelie, diſgraces, and wrongyzvexe, 
and diſtemper men of baſer remper : bur the nettling 

ſition, cauſeleſſe ſpice, and childiſh brawlings of haſty 
fooles, wound notgreat and noble ſpirits. Now this boy- 
ling and biting diſtemper, though againſt nature ir feede 
upon blood. : yet, fo true is — I purſue, (C bne 
would you tbinke it-? ). is alſo. inſatiable. Witneſſe that 


Monſter of illaine, who, as ® Bodiz reperteth, when hee * P* repub-l$ 
had ſurpriſed upon the ſudden, one whom hee mortally $-@BG | 


hated, hee preſently overthrew him ; and ſerting his dag-. 


ger to his breaſt,told him, he would certainely have his blood; 


except he would renounce, abjure, forſieare, and blaſpheme* 
the God of heaven, Which when that fearefull man, i roo 
ſinfully greedy of a miſerable life, had done ina moſt horri< 
ble manner ; he immediatly diſfatcht him, as ſoone as thoſe 


xrodigious blaſphemies were out of his mouth-: and ina © | 


blaody triumph — over his murthered adverfaric, as 
though whole hell had dwelt in his heart ; hee added this 
molt abhorred ſpeech : Oh, faith hee, this-is righe noble, 
and heroicall revenge ; which doth. not onely deprive the 
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bod of a temporary life, but brings alfo the never-dying 


; ſoule-unto everlaſting flames. Witnefle the cruelleſt of men 
Hiſtory of Irakes, Adah 3 


Pag-43 3+ onet the grear,who as the Story reports, was in his time - 


the death ofeight hundred thouſand men. Bur above all, that 
Beaſt. of Rome carries away the bell for infatiableneſſe in 


blood-ſacking, who though hee was long ſince drunke with” 
theblood of the Saints, as withnew Wine; and in his drun- - 
ken humour hath furiouſly ſpilr, and powred out upon the - 


face of Chriſtendome, a world of blood, almoſt all in our re- 


membrance : Witneſfſe the horrible deale of Chriftian blood 


which chatmercilefſe Monſter, the Popifh Inquiſition ſwal- 
lowesdowne in ſecret:Witneſle the increadible burcheries ex- 


ecuted upon'Profeſſours in the Low-countries : Geffe the 


{ HUTRIHA* reft by that cruell confeſſion-of ®* 4la, who boaſting in the 


Hiſt bb.4.p.127- Ploodſhed of the Saints, faid ona timear his table, that he had * 


been diligent in rooting out of herefie (fothe Antichriſtians 
call che-right way to heaven. ) For beſides thoſe which were 


flaine inwarre, and ſecret maſfacres,he had put into the hand. 
of the Hangman eighteene thouſand in the- ſpace of' fixe . 
b Diſcedens exT- yeares: Wirnefſe Þ Farneſiae his ferall reſolution ar his depar- - 
. = pmol ting out of Traly; ro make his Horſe ſwimmein the blood of . 
rameſſe daturum the, Lutherans : Witnefſe that moſt abhorred prodigious vil- . 


Aragemper Ger- 


Aragemper Ger” Ianysthar ever the Sunne ſaw; the maſſacre at Paris, when. 


theranorum cruo- in divers places of France, about © threeſcore thouſand per- 
re vel narare poſ- 


& ipfius eqans 100S Were murthered, and the ſtreers of that Cirtie, as the” 


Merten cumente Storie tells us, ſtrewed with carkaſes, the Pavements, Marker- 


, —* ORR places, andRiver died with blood : Witnefſe, hefides other - 
244-794... Ccrucltiesand bloody afflifions, three hnndred faithfull fer-' 


vants of Chriſt burned to aſhes in this Kingdome, within 
His vers temp. lefſe-then five yeeres: Witnefle that horrible parricide per- 


ribus per rotum petrated upon the Royall perſons oftwo French Kings, Her - 


Chriftianfiorbem, *. 


&nominatim per 726 The third and fourch, who were ſucceſfively batchered in - 
| my Sfnid a moſt barbarous manner, by rwo Popiſh Afſaſins, Clemens - 


Aint. Fraxciſeus and Ruvilliac: Nay, inthe late civill warres of France, twelve 
VercnenfisConftant. ondred thouſand naturall French are faid to be ſlaine: this 


» 2+E4. 1 I:P4.96 


Theſe which hecats Romiſh Beaſt being the bellowes and incendiary, &c. Yer [ 
fa 62,,75"* ſay, chough hee tath already drunke up ſuch a deale of blood* 


as. 
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a5 infariably, as Bebemorb the river Jordex.: hee is yer ſtill like 


a'ſhe-wolfe in the evening ; at this very rime caroufing al- 
moſt in all corners of the Chriſtian world, the blood-of the 
Martyrs of Teſms as greedily, and with as furious thirſt, as e- 
ver heedid, fince the Dragon firlt 


Lord God, who judzeth the Whore) that this is the laſt draught 
and thatupon his nexthealth,as it were,begun tothe Devill, 
in this cup of fiery cruelty againſt the fervancs of Chriſt, the 
Viall of Gods. unquenchable wrath will choake him for ever. 
Blood he ſhall have enough, bur from the revenging hand of 
the Lord God of recompences, in fury, and jealoufie. 

2 Beſides, that thus the rage of unſatiablenefle and reſt- 
leſneſſe of purſuit, doth (till boyle in every carnall heart, thar 
iscarried immoderately after its owne wayes, or inordinately 
upon any earthly rhing : it is alſo thereby in Gods jult 
judgement extraordinarily hardened, and eftranged from 
God. For the deepelier our affe&ions are drowned in the 
World; and endeared to any ſenſuall delight ; the more deſ- 
perately arerhey divorced from God, and deaded to hea- 
venly things. Ic isjuſt wich God, to ſuffer that heart ts be 
turned firſt intoearth andmud , and after to freeze and con- 
gealc in ſteele and Adamanr, which preferres Earth before 
Heaven ; a dunghill before Paradiſe, broken ciſternes which 
can hold no water, before the ever-ſpringing Fountaine of 
glory andbliſſ ; a few bicter-ſyyecte pleaſures, for an inchof 


time in this vale of teares, before unmixed and immeaſurable 


zoyes, through all eternity in thoſe glorious manſions above. 
Our hearts are originally hard by the curſe of Nature, Ezeke - 
11.19. afterward by a wilfull courſe,and continuance in finne, 
we adde Adamant of our owne, Eſay 48.4. Zach, 7. 12. and 
by not ſuffering the Sword of the Spiritro ſearch and ſander 
our minion-delights from our boſomes, Heb.4. 7. Then 
Satan is letlooſeto put to his iron ſinewes, Lake 22.3.Laftly, 


God himſelfe hardenerh by an a of juſtice, as wee may ſee, Tofts 11.20; 


Exod. 9. 12. Thus the heart which hates to be refo 


being glued to a ſenſual obje&, or worldly luſt, by its owne 
_ W420 ? Q4 Jy alt DF inbred 


gy 


= him his power. But-revel. 13.4 
' Thope inthe ſtrong God of our ſalvation ( For ſtrong 3s the xevel. 18.8. 
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inbred corruption, infuſion of hellith poyſon, and juſt curſe 
| of God growes into ſuch a prodigious rocks : that nocroſſe 
or creared power z not the ſofreſt eloquence, or ſevereſt- 
courſe ; nay, not the weight of the whole world, were ir all 
preſt upon it, can potlibly mollifie or reclaime ir. Ic will ne- 
ver yeeld or relent, or be rent from its darling delight, bir dye 
in ics deadnefſe, and be deſperately hardened for the very 
thof Hell ; except the Almighty Spirit take the hammer 
of the Word into his owne hand, that by his ſpeciall unrefi- 
ſtabk power, and mercifall violence, he may fiſt breake it in 
pieces wich legall remorſe, and after by the ſprinkling and 
powerfu'l application of Chriſts blood, reſolveit into teares 
oftrue Eyangelicall repentance ; that ſo onely by a gracious 
miracle of divine mercy, it way be ſoftned, fanified and fa - 
ved. The ſiubborne Tewes were heavily loaden with an ex- 
traordinary variety of moſt grievous croſſes andaffliions. - 
There was nothing wanting ro make themoutwardly miſe-- 
rable ; and no miſery inflifed upon them, but upon purpoſe 
to humble and cake downe their rebellious hearts. The Pco- - 
phet Eſay, Chep. 1. paints our to the life the rufullfate of 
their freſh _—y deſolations : The whole bead (faichhee ) 
3s ſicke, and the whole heart 3s beavie, &c, (for the place is 
' meant, notas ſome take it, of their ſinnes, bur of their ſor-- 
rowes.) Bur all theſe blowes and preſſures were ſo farje 
from melting them, thatthey made them harder : Wherefire | 
ſhould you be ſmitten any more, for ye fall away more and more ? 
Whar created power can poſſibly have more power upon 
the ſoules of men, than the ſacred Sermons of the Sonne of - 
God, who ſpake as never man ſpake? And yet Hisdeare in- .. 
rreaties, and melting invitations, which ſweetly and tender» - 
Iyflowed fromrhar-hearr, which was reſolved to ſpill its . 
warmeſt and inmoſt blood for their ſakes, moved thoſe ſtiffe= - 
necked Iewes never a jot- Hieruſalem, Hierſalem, how of. en 
weld T,; and you would not ? Matt.23.57. Tſaiah, that Noble 


' Prophet ; whoſe matchleſſe Nile, incomparably ſurpaſſerh 


the urmoſt poſſibility ofall humane invention ; and to which - 
thechoiſeſt elegancies of prophane Writers, are pure R_ | 
: | rilme, 
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riſme, ſhed many, and many a gracious ſhowre of moſt hea- 
venly, piercing, ſweeteſt eloquence upona ſinfull Nation,aud 
rebellious people, which were fruiclefly ſpilt as water upon 
the ground, or loft, as upon the hardeſt flint. His many hea-- 
venly ſoule-ſearching Sermons, which , breathed nothing bur: 
ſpiritandlife; yetto chem hardened. in their finnes, and ha- 
ting to be reformed, were bur as anidle and empty breath ; 


vaniſhing into nothing, and ſcattered in cheayre. Tve Lord tfay 49. 3. 


(as he faith) made bis mouth like a ſharpe ſword, and himfelfe 
a choſen ſhaft; and yet that rtwo-edged ſword was full often 
blunted upon their hardeſt hearts; and his keene arrowes 
diſcharged by a skillfall hand, rebounded from their flinry 
boſomes, as ſhafts ſhot. againſt a ſtone-wall, Which made 


that Seraphicall Orator cry out ; I. bave. laboured in vaine, I Veſe 4. . 


have ſpent my ſtreugth for naught, and in vaine,. A courſe of 
extraordinary ſeverity and rercour,-wastaken wich the Ty- 
rant Pharaoh, he was not onely chaſtiſed with rods, buteven : 
ſcourged with Scorpions zand yet all the plagues of Egypr 
were ſo farre from taming, and taking downe his proud 
heart ; that every particular plague added unto ir a ſeverall 
iron fnew.; ſo farre they were from ſoftning it, that they - 
ſeared it more. No materiall weight can more crulhthe heart - 
ofa man into pieces, than braying in a morter : and yer faich 
Salmon, Though thou ſhogldeft bray a fook, an old obſtinate 
ſinner, in a morter among wheate with a peſtle : yet will not 
bis foeliſpneſſe, his wilfull cruelty in killing his owne ſoule; - 
and Bedlam madneſſe, in exchanging alirtle tranſitory plea- 
ſure, with endlefſs paine, depart from him. Prov, 27. 22. - 
Now what an horrible hardncfſe; and helliſh Rone is thar, . 
which no miniſtery or miſery , nay, nor miracles, See Exed, 
20.27. 1 King.13,33- 2 King.1.11. Fohe18, 12. nor mercies, _. 
Efay 26.10. can poſſibly mollifie ? - a #7 

Here now ſhould T havepaſſcd out ofthis point, did Tnot : 
conceive, that of all the waightieſt civill affaires incidentto - 
hamane deliberatiop, there is none more materiall, impor-- . 
rant, or of greater conſequence, either for extremeſt ourward. ! 
vexation, and hearts-griefe;or extraordinary ſweete content= - 
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retreſicisinfernw- fgprable enjoyment of tharhononrable eſtate. 


| aYrimum ergoin * For the fitlt : 1, Lerthy choyce be inthe ® Lord, according 


. Wale they ( mea- 


conjugio rel'gi9 rgblefſ2d Saint Parls Rule, 1 Cor.7.39. onely inthe Lord, Let 


11 r Ambreol. be _ . ; . , . 2 
Frime de Abras. pietiebe the firſt mover of thine affefion, the prime and 
Parreerch.cap-9: principall ponderation' in this greareſt affaire;and then con- 


ume women net Ceive of perſonage. parentage, and portion, as they ſay, and 
IS ne 82 the - P | S if P 
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Tod) Stesfe bim ch ourward things, and worldly additions, as a comforta- 


. nor by marrying in ble acceſſory, conſideration onely in a ſecond Þ place. Let the 


him, they doe that 


Ns obey {n- worldſay what ic will, ro amind:truely generous, and enno- 
, curre bis «;/plea- bled with grace,the abſoluteſt concurrence,and quinreſſenriall 


Swe, they naake an 


eG Jamſeives exquilireneſſe of beaucy, gold, birth, wit, or what elſe befades 


2nto che ſervice of may be found moſt remarkable-and matchlefle in that ſexe, 


. . uf rn] *;:, ſhould be-nothing, -nor hokd ſcale with the lighteſt fearher 


 linkethem/elves mn ypon any Ladies head, in-reſpeR of a gracious Giſpoſition and 


ſonerre 67nd. - godly heart. Religion andthe fear of God, as it is generally 
p!raſe.Li-2- Se&. rhe foundation of all humanefelicitic ; ſo:mnuſt ic io ſpeciall 


: $.up0% theſe words 


3 Tertul: Quz Þ& accounted the ground of all comfort and blifle, which man 


: Domino nompla® and wife deſire to findein the enjoying each of other, There 


cent, unique 129” Was never any gold, or great friends ; any beauty,or outward 


ET ——_— bravery, which tied truly faſt and comfortably any -marriage 
erunt. £15. 2.4 


uvorew. b Dum.. KNOT It is onely the golden linke, and noble rie of Chriſtia- 
mods moratare- nity and Grace, which hath the power and priviledge ro 


_ Re ventat dotata 


«> ſatis, make ſodeare a bond lovely,Þand everlaſting ; which can ſea« 
ſon andſtcengthen that neereſt inſeparable ſocietie with true 
ſveetnefle and immorrtalitie. ES / 

2. Letconjugall love warme thine heart, at leaſt in ſome 
meaſure with affe&ionate contentment, and fome more ſpe- 
ciall repoſe upon the partie, as one with whom thou canſt 
heartily and comfortably conſort : for the husband, all -con- 
currents, and ordinary poſſibilities conſidered, ought to ſer- 
tle his afte&ions upon his wife, as the fitteſt that the world 
could have afforded him : and the wife ſhould teſt her heart 
upon her husband, as the meereſt for her, that could-have 
beene found under the Sunne. By a conſtant entercourſeof 
which mutuall contentment ineach other, the husband will 

be 
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beto the wiſeas a covering of ber eyes, that ſhee lift them not. Gen: 20. 16, * "nl 
up amorouſly upon any man : and the wife to the husband, 
the pleaſure of his eyes, that he may ſtill looks upon her with Þzek. 24.16. 
ſober and fingular delight, Ocherwiſe they will finde bae cold. 
comfort in that counſell and commandement of Salomon; Prov... 
5.18.19. Rejoyce with the wife of thy youth. Let her be as the loving 
Hind, and obaſent Roe : let her breaſts ſatisfie thee at all times, and 
be thou raviſht alwayes with berlove, Without this maruall com- 
placency, that I may fo ſpeake, and loving contentment each 
in other, I doubt whether T ſhould encourage any to proceed, 
And yet why ſhould nor a comfortable concurrence of grace 
on both fides,conſent of Parents, meetneſſe in ſtate, ſtature, 
birth, yeeres, and all other requilites beſides, create in a mor- 
tified heart, matrimoniall affe ion ? And yer | would by no * 
meanes canſeleſly confine and enſhare any. And yertT would 
not have an invincible Antipathy, and * I garmet love, but * yo amo te, 
T know not why, pretended, when as perhaps indeed and $4:6- 
f | truth it is onely carnall curioſity which breakes a conveniene - 
match. 93 | 
3. In going about ſuch an important buſineſſe, plie the . 
Throne of Grace with extraordinary importunitie and fer» . 
vencie of Prayer ; preſſe upon, and wreſtle, as it were, with 
God in'dayes of more ſecret and ſolemne humiliation for a 
bleſſing in this kinde, and with har ſincerity ; that thon doe 
heartily defire him, wharſoever thy conceits, and expettari-. 
on of future comforts, and conveniencies-may be z yet ifjrbe:- 
not with his liking, and to his glory, he would be pleaſed to - 
daſh irquite. A good wife is a more immediate gift of God.:. | 
Hoyſe and_-riches, faich Salomon, are- the inheritance of fathers Sa. 
but a prudent wife 3s fromthe Lord. * And therefore ſuch a rare ſpeciali —_— 
| and precious Jewell ® isto be ſued and-fought for ar Gods Frome lf neo. 
] Mercy ate, with, more extraordinarie earneſinefſe, impors rem piaz &pra-. - 
6 cunicie andzeale, And merhinks,thar wife, child,or what other ICS EE, 
good thing is procured at Gods mercifull-band by. prayes, ep. 19.2. 


vitz profuturum precihur A Nep 8: voti, petitur:maxime petcade eſt weor bona; reddicura & res proſe. 
peras letiores, & leviores adverſas ; comra vero mala $& ſecundis infoleſcer, & riftibus deſpondebit - 
animum. A very if $ives this counſelt;; let is net then be entered at 240 previſt. Vives de Offic 


| Magic. cap-j2-pag.3 2. b Sec Geneſ, 24.12.63» 
| ſhould: 
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ſhould bring with ir, even in our ſence and. chankefull ac. 
knowledgement, a thonſand times more ſweetneſſe and com- 
fort, then that which is caſt upon usby Gods ordinary pro- 
vidence, , withour any ſuite arall, unto his heavenly High- 
_ TEE. os hh 

4. L&t the parties deale plainely and fairhfully one with 
the other, in reſpe& of their bodies, ſoules, and outward 
fate; I meane it thus ; Thar they ſhould not deceive and 
coozen one the other by a crafty concealemenr, of ſome foule 
diſeaſe, ſpeciall defotmity, naturall defeft, Rc. in body ; eſpe- 
cially, which they thinke in their conſciences, and'impartiall 
confideration, it ir were their caſe, would breed intolerable 
diſtaſte and difcontencment : 'or of ſome ſecret maime and 
cracke in their outward ſtate, which neither the 6ther partie, 
or friends, doe either 'expe&, or ſuſpet : for ſo they may 
bring a great deale of afrer-miſery, and too late repentance 
upon the march. For naturally wee hate them which beguile 
us. Anda man or wowan is moſt impatient of failing, and. 
being diſappointed of their hopes and expeQarions, in ſo 
great and weightie affaire as Marriage is. And therefgre it 
were very convenient, and much berter to diſcloſe the one 
unto the other, the mareriall infirmicies and wants. in eirher 
of rheir bodies or goods, though with hazzard of mifling 
the match; rather then the one ro obraine the other, with 
guile, cunning, and afcer-difcomfurc.” I faid alfo, .in;reſpe& . 
of their ſoules; by which'I meane ; thar' for the "time of 
Wooing onely, as they call ir, they ſhould not put on a vie 
zour, flowriſh, and ſhew of Religion, converſion, and grace; 
when in deed and truth; there is no ſuch Hatter; For this ex+ . 
ecrable impoſture alſo; is ſometimes villatiouſly prattifed, to: 
theinfinire prejudice, andperpetuall hearts-griefe of the Je h 
Iuded partie, And not onely ſome 'parries are' cunning, re- 
ſerved, and faulty this way; buteven Chriſtia friends are t00 


.oftex roo fotward, peremprory, and,4udacious, in giving 

_reſtimonies ard afſurarices in ſickcafes Nowthis isrtiegrea-” 

.reſt guile, and moſt curſed coozenage oÞfill -when'one con- 

. ceives,, by: che, prcſent cunning carriage of che-parrie, and 
$.C 3.4 + 29% 


£ 5.9% | partiall- 
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comfortable "walking with God. 


partiall information of friends, thar he or ſhee hath mer wich 
a ſoule beautified with grace; whereas when it comes tothe. 
tryall, hath juft none acquaintance with God'arall; | » +: 
, Now [came unto the ſecond Poirit ; A religious andcoms 
forrable conrinuance in the Marriage-ſtate, 'For the'happy 
attainemenc whereof; let ns take notice of, apdto hearr, firſt, 
fome common- Duries, which are murmally to be performed 
COTS OOON SC 
I. Lovingneffe, Which is a drawing into a&ion;and ee» 
ping in exerciſe that habit of conjugall affefion, Mattimoni- 
all love mentioned before, Ir ica ſweer, loving, and render- 
hearted” powring out of their hearts, with mach affeftio. 
rate deareneffs, into each others boſome 5 in'ialt paſſages, 
carriages, and behaviours, one towards another,- This mu» 
-—uall meltinz-heartednefle, being preſerved freſh - and 
1 / , fruicfull, will infinitely ſeetenand beaurifie- the Marriage 


ſtare,” ©. 32 = 
For an uninterrapted preſervation of this amiable deport- 
ment on both ſides ;lerchem conſider, ia iritt ofogve ti; 


1. The wiſe hand of Gods gracions providence gaided all 
the buſinefſe, and brought ir ro paſſe. And'hee commands 
conſtzacie in this loving and lightfome carriage, Pro.5.18,1 9, 
Rejoyd with thy wift' of thy 'yokth, © Let ber be "as- the "Youing 
Hind, and plaſant Roe; kt her breafts ſatisfies thee; as all times, - 
and be tha raviſhed alwayer with ber love. See alſ{d'Epbeſ; 5:25, 
Me thinkes thrs charge fromthe holy Ghoſt, being: often re 
verently remewbred, fhonld-ever beate. backe ind -baniſh 
from both their hearts, all heart-rifing and birrerneffe;diftalte, 
and difaffe&ions ; all wicked wiſhes, 'tharthey had nevermer 
together, that they had never ſeene one anothers faces, &c; 
When the knor is once tied,every man ſhould thinke his wife, . 
and every wife her husband the ficteſt for himof any in the 
world.” Otherwiſe, ſo ofteitas he ſtes abercer, he will wiſh 
that his choiſe were to rake again;and fo fall off fromreſpett - 
tothis Commandemenr, and from kindacfieand love :to his 
owne. Which is an inexpiable difparagement to Gods pros - 


vidence, and an execrable empoyſoner of Marriage comforts. . 
2-.[ hat < 


—_— 
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General. dixe#ions for a 


ſtrange woman. 


Proſpering intheir outward Rate, 


"Th 2. That by the power of the honourable Ordinance of 
Marriage, the two are made one. And therefore they ought 


co be as loyingly andrenderly affeAed one unto the'other, as 
they would be-to their owne fleſb, - TOI Ov 

| 3+: The compaſiionate and melcing-compellations, which 
Chriſt and his Spouſe exchange in the Canticles: My faire 
one, my ſiſter,y love, my Dove, my undefiled, my welbeloved, the 
chiefe of ten thouſand, &c. whoſe chaſte aud fervent love that 


. of marriedcouples ſhould reſemble and imirate. | 


.' 4 Fhartheſe mutuall expreſſions, and exerciſe of this 
matrimoniall love, are very powerfull to 7 ag chaſtity 
and pureneſle in body.and ſpirit on both. fides. tis noted of 
Jſaac, that: heloved Rebekab dearly ; and ehis-was a ſpeciall 
preſervative; that he fell not co Polygamy or gancubines, as 


; many ofthe Patriarkes did, 


IH. Faichfulnefſle. +. 1a reſpe& of the Marriage-bed ; 
which they oughron borh fides ro keepe inviolable, unde- 


fled; and; hononrable., Wherein if they tranſprefle, beſides 


an whole hell of fpirityall miſcries, they. frike at the very 


finew, heart, and-life of the Marriage Knot z and became 


liable.(if che Magiſtrate: ſhauld doe, as Gad commanded a- 


 monigſt his people) to the bloody ſtroke of a viplent death. 


And therefore it behoves all thac wn harry te bum- 


bled, and repent for all former wanconnefſeorelſc,a thoufand 


to one, it will breake our either intoa ſenſuall,immodetare a- 
buſe of the Marriage; which the Fathers call Adultery wich 
a mans owne wife; erel{c into a luſtfull bankering after the 


2.-Inreſpe&t of domeſticall affaires, and buſineſſe of the 


family. The care and burthen whereof is common to them 
both. The huzband that hath.a prodigall and a lothfull wiſe, 


doth but draw water with a Sive, as the Heathen man Gi 
and caſts his labours into # boxromleſſe facke. And the wi 
thar is macche with an jdle ynchrifcy Hysband, drawes a Cart 
heavie laden chrougha fandy way, wichour a Horſe. By which 
is intimued an impoſlibilicy, of thriviog-in the world, and. 


3. In 
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3. In the coucealemenr of each others ſecrets, H is s 
unnarurall and montftrous treachery, to 


counſell, they have communicared -on= to anorher. 'T 


are ill Birds, asthey ſay, thar defite cheir owne neſts; and 


framicke Bedlams tha ſo throw dirt in cach orhers- faces. 
I TI. Patience, Which isas'preciousand'needfull ar ho- 


ly duty,as I can poſſibly commend inthis cafe, for comfortable 


converfing togerher.. g 


Fora more prepared and*conſtant exercife whereof ; con. 
x. Thattwo Angells are not toer togethet'In'a Matrimo--- 


niall ate, but -a fonne and daughter 'of Adm : and: rhere- 


fore they muſt looke for infirmiries, frailtics, itaperfeRions, . 


paſſions, and paovocations, on both fides. . 
2. That ieachirgeglyen to all That the Sunne muſt net 
oe donone wpon their wrath : nach 
inked cogerker iti the neereft bond: 


3- Thatthere neyer did, nor ever will come any good, by 


the Gilling out of Man and Wife, Well may they chereby- 


become rediculous to their ſtrvants, a: by-word ro their" 


neighbouss, Table-talke ro the Country, troublets of their 
owne houſe, andasa — deoppirn /on6 tmto mother : 


but they ſhall never gaine by their rutualf haftineſfe, paſſi---- 


ons, and impaciencie, What goodcan oe wy Gower ah- 
ger and indignation againſt his 'owne flefh? What prodigj- 
ous madneſſe- 18 it for thety to | 

and perpetuall bands have tyed fo faſt; and who withoc 
deareſt and moſt intimare familiarity, can neither enjoy civill 
contentment or peace of conſcience? Sappofe that the heate 
ſhould fall out with the head, and denie unto jt thoſe ſpirits 
which, become animall in rhe braine, and ſerve for exerciſe 
both of ſenſe, and by conſequene of the tigher part of the 
ſoule ; What would follow, bur dift , diftration, ard 


wadnefſe? Or thar che head ſhould fall ourwith the body ;. | 


 andthereupon reſtraine from it the influence © x 
rice, the inftrumencs of the quickningand kr oem _ - 
W 


fanlrs and frailries, or avy thing, which-in hope of keeping 


: mich more to Man and Wie - 


W Rings whon fo nimy - 


— 


Fob To 2To. 


Heb. 13. 


'Generall direttions far .4 


age-ſlate, by falling our, 


. ties and de 


would become of the head, when the body were dead ? Pro- 
portionable miſchjefes and miſeries fall. out upon the Marri- 
, ſtrangeneſ;, bitterneſſe, and angry 
e berweene the parries, | | 

This grace then will be of excellent uſe, and muſt be exer- 


reſerv 


ciſed many wayes:: 


.1., In Dering with the wants and weakeneſſes, infirmi- 
tormities of each ather.. And ler the man (for the 
woman is the weaker veſſell) remember for this purpoſe ; 


how many faults, frailties, and falls; and how many times 


Chriſt remics and pardons to his Spouſe the Church. And 


_ hee, ought to love his. wife, as Chriſt doth the Church, 
_ Epbeſ:g.25- The body dath not reje& the head, becauſe ir is 


bald-orbur one-eyed : The head ragethnor againſt the body, 
becauſe ir is deformed and diſeaſed, bur doth rather condole 


,and ſympathize. 


| 2. Aboutcrofle accidents in the family, lofſes in their out- 
ward ſtate ; going backwardof buſineſſes, &c. They muRnor 
lay the faulc one upon another, to the breaking our inro 
choler, impatiencie, and tamping ; buc bothJoyne withbleſ- 


_ fed Fob, in that ſweete and meeke. ſubmiſſion ro Gods plea- 


ſure : The Lord bath given, and the Lord bath taken away: 


bleſſed be the, name of the Lord, _ 


3. Inwaicing for the converſion of one another if either 


prove unconverted. In which caſe, bepartient, pray,and ex- 
. pe Gong ood Roy, We have Godhimſelfe a _ Pat- 
.rerne for this purpoſe. See £3.r g. 102, Or if the one be 


buta Babe in Chriſt, wc 


iltianiry ; deale fairely, 


lovingly and meckely. Let our Lord Teſus his tender-hear- 


tednefle to ſpiricuall yonglings, teach us mercy this way. See 


_Eſay 40.11, 


' Iy. A-holy care and conſcience to preſerve betweene 


. themſelyes. ( for thereis a conjugall, as well as virginal] and 
. viduall chaſtity ) the marriage bed undefiled, and in all ho- 


nour and Chriſtian purity. It ought by no meanes to be ftai- 


ned and diſhononred with ſenſuall excefſes, wanton ſpee- 
.chey, fooliſh dallianse, and ocher ungleane incencives of luſt, 


' which 


p- . 
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comfortable walking with God. 


which "marriage ſhould quench, nor intlame. Even in wed- 
locke,inremperate and unbridled luſt ; immoderation and ex- 
cefſe is deemed both by ancient and moderne Divines, no ber= 
ter than plaine adultery before God. 

Two ancient worthy Fathers, Ambroſe and * Auſtin, ſpeake 2 Anguft. contra 
thus: What is the intemperate man in marriage, but bus wives adyuls ; key, noma 
zerer  Thereſolution of rhe Þ reſt ſound to rhe ſame ſenſe. perans in conju. 

c Als a man may be a wicked drunkard with has owne drinke, and | goes > 


F: : is oxpine meate © (o kberviſe. one uxoris ? Ard as 
# glutton, by exceſſive devouring of bis ozone meate : ſo likerviſe, one "ori —_—— 


msy be uncleane in the immoderate uſe of the marriage-ved, ; fame page:Nec vo. 
Even Popiſh Caſuiſts diſcover and deteſt aberrations and Fo — 
Ing 0 ole, 


exorbitancies of married couples in their Matrimoniall mee- ym te approve; 


tings. ( But reade ſuch paſſages wich mach modeſty and jroris adulrerm, 


judgement.) maritum : omne 
Nay here what a very Philoſopher faich of the point : 7 <29nubii bonum 

| p 6 - 6 » Ppenſansnon cupi- 

the private acquaintanee, ſaith hee, and uſe of marriage, there dictate canis, ted 
muſt be a moderation ; that is, a religious and a devout band ; at _— 
for that plaſure that is therein, muſt be mingled with ſome paſſionis, ſedfer- 
ſeverity. It muſt be # wiſe and conſcionable delights 4 man mat 
muſt touch his wife diſcreetly, and for boneſlys &c, Another libidinis, ſed vos 
thus : Idarriage is a religious and devout bond : and that is \\P*%* propagin 
the reaſon, tha pleaſure a man hath of it, ſpould be 2 mo-b adulcer eft axo-: 
derate, ſtaied, and ferions pleaſure, and mixed with ſeve- FOE o200- 
rity. : .it ought to bee a delight ſomewhat circumſpet® and con» Hier. in cap. x3. 
oe Efech. Bx Xyſa 
ſcientions, : Pythagorici Sen- 

We may conceive, what moderate, reverenr, and honoura- oy ye 

ble thoughrs Anciquiry entertained ofthe Marriage Rate, and qzm O— 


conjugall chaſtity; by Erariftus words, Epiſt. 1. ad ones mare, quaſi adut- 
Epi. Aphri. Let new married couples, Gich he, for two or three (ours NG 


dayes ply Prayer, that they may have good children, and <4 fin. 
pleaſe the Lord in their marriage duties. | cnt—_ _ 


| ſibi invicem red- 
dere,fed turpiter convenire non debent. Greg. Tom. 2.in x Sam.cap.1g.Col.r 57 2 Conjuges ſciplis uei 
debenrnon :dturpitudinem meretriciz obſceeniratjs, ſed ad cemperantiam honeſtatis. 16;d. Col.157 5. 
Si fubaudiamus {cro , przccptum ecit ad conjuges, ut pudice,& qui dec:t honeſtare;matrimoginm inter 
ſecolant, ut vir cum uxore remperaater & caſte habiter, nec torum warjtatem irdignislaſciviis profa. 
ner, {ciantque conjugati non quidvi« fibi licere : ſed uſum tori legitimi debereeſſe moderatum, ne 
guid alienum a conjugii pudore & coſtimonia admittant. Por.in v4 .cap. 1.3.44 Heb. c Dod upon the 
ſeveuth (Commandement. d Conc.Tom. 1 pag. 106.edit. Bren. Though 1 agree 18 Ogandets cenſure, Cent. 
2.{1b,1.cape 2-f8g. 4+ yet in the ſame ſtnſe I c/1eir, it ftly ſerver my ture. N 
; NOW 
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Now all intemperate, exceflive, or any wayes cxorbitanc 


pollations of che marriage-bed, chough Magiſtrates meddle 
not wich them, becauſe they lie wirhour the walke of hu- 
mane cenſure ; yet afjuredly Gods pure eye cannot looke up- 
on them, but without repentance will certainely plague them, 
Merthinkes therefore, it the feare of God, awfullnefle ro his 
All-ſeeing Eye, love of puricy, &c., will nor reſtraine from 
imm 
herrour, Iſt Ged ſhould juſtly puniſh them therefore, with 

no children, mis-ſhapen children, idiots, or prodigiouſly 

wicked children, or fome other heavy croſſes, thould fright - 


and immoderation in this kinde ; yet that laviſh 


them from ſuch abhorred filth. 


In thenexe place, ler us take a view of, and to heart, duties - 


peculiarand proper to each ſeverally. 
I, To the Husbard : 
I, Let him behave himſelfeas a head co the body, x Cor. 


11.3 Epheſ.5.23. 


1. The head is, as it- were, the ® glory and crowne of 


the body.: So ler the husband ſhine, and ſhew himſelfe in a 


membra famulan* [5nd of eminencie, excellencie,and anthoritie over the wife. 


rurs 8 circunfe- 
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Wo 
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[| 
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' lurenefſe, anda diſordered life in the Man, doth much abate 
— and diminiſh the wives reſpeRiveneſſe and reverence unto 


im. Majeftie, authority, venerablenefſe in any Superiour, is 
-Nat any wayes more lefſened or ſooner loſt, then by light 
behaviour, perſonall worthleſnefſe, or unworthy deportmenr 
in his place. Whereas true worth, goodnefle, grace, ſhining 
from within, doth beget a more loving reverence, and re- 
verent love, then all ourward formes of pompe and ſtate 


then any boyſterouſneſſe or big lookes can poflibly produce. 


W 


eg, The 
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2. The Headis the fare of undertianding ; wiſedome, 
diſcretion, forecaſt. Our of which conſideration ; Ler the 
husband ſtirre vp, quicken and inlarge his manly fpirit, to 
comprehend, and rightly conceive all affaires,proviftions,oc- 
calions, offers, ingenaous deportment, and worthy uſages, 
which may any wayes procure and promote his wives true 
contentment, *honour, and happineſſe. Ir is his neceſſary 
and noble charge, wich a ſpeciall and punQuall care, and 
caſting about ro provide for her ſoule, body, comforr, and 
credit ; with all meekenefſe and love, to inftru& and informe 
her in all paſſages of her duty, and prccurements of her 

ood, 
" 3. The Head indeede hath the precedency and preroga- 
tive of nobleſt operations, and the ſoules divineſt afts, by 
the beneficof its native temper and conſtitution, ſeate of the 
ſenſes, and orherproper inſtruments fitted for ſach high im- 
 ployments, and dullnge of that excellencie; yer notwith- 
Kanding, the body and other parts are animated and enlived 
with the very ſame foule, both for ſubſtance, faculties im- 
mortalirie, a&ivenefſe every way : So that if the foot, for in- 
ſtance, had an eare, and eye, an animall ſpirit, and an organi- 
zation, as the Philoſophers ſpeake, apred for ſuch funQions, 
it would heare and ſee, and underſtand as well as the head. 
And therefore the head, by a naturall inſtin, ag ie were, and 
ſymparhie,doth continually and tenderly, with freſh ſuccefſi- 
ons of a lively and quickning influence, cheriſh, and refreſh 
other parts as well as ir ſelfe, The husband, by the benefit of 
A more manly body, tempered with naturall firneſſe for che 
foule to worke more nobly in, doth,or _ ordinarily 
ourgoe the wife in largenefſe of underſtanding, height ofcon- 
rage, ftaiedneſſe of reſolution, moderation of his paſſions, 
dexterity to manage buſineſſes, and other naturall inclinati- 


onsandabilitiesto doe more excellently; yet notwichſtan-* Anime eulmſer- 
ding, let him know that his wife hath as noble a ſoule 25 Scd ideo forraſſe 
himſelfe. Saules have no Sexes, as * Ambroſe ſaith. In the ES 


. better part theyare both men. And ifthy wives ſojile were riolentior | ef#ue 
freed from rhefrailry of her ſexe, it were as manly, #5 noble, Gyn #5 Þ 
R- as 


Geperall diretions. for a 


as underſtanding, and every way as exce}lenr as thine owne : 
Nay, and if it were poflible for you ro change bodies z hers 
would worke as manlily in thine, and thine as womanly in 
hers, Ler-the husband then be fo farr2 from inſulting over, 
contemning, or undervaluing his wives worth, tor the weake= 
neſt of her ſexe ; that out of conlideration that her ſoule is 
naturally every way as good as his owne ; onely the excel- 
lencie of irs native operations, ſomething damped, asit were, 
and diſabled by he frailcy of chat weaker body, wich which 
Gods wiſe providence hath clothed is upon purpoſe, for a 
more convenient and comfortable, bur ingenuous ſervice- 
ableneſſe to his good , that I ſay, hee labour the more to 
entertaine and intrear her with all'rendernefſe and honour, 
ro recompence, aSit were, her ſuffering in chis: kinde for his 
ſake.. | | 
4.: The Head is the well-fpring of all quickning mo« 
tionand ſenſe, livelinefſe and lightſomenefle to the body. If 
the derivation of animall fpirics from. the braine, were re 
ſtrained and intercepted. for a while ;. the body: would bee 
eſcntly ſurfrized. with a ſenſcleſſe dawpe and. dead palley. 
The wife for the husbands fake, hath forſaken her native 
home, fathers houſe, facher, mother, and many comforcs in 
that kinde : And therefore good reafon ſhee ſhould expe& 
Now, and receive from her Head ; new matter, and a conci- 
nued influence of light-heartedneffe, comfortable enjoying 
her ſelfe, and cheerefull walking. If hee ro whoſe company 
and conditions ſhee is now ſo neerely and neceffarily con- 
fined, and, as it were, enchained, prove dogged, ſhe.holds-her 
ſelfe utterly undone for any outward contentment. | 
2. Let bim dwell with ber according to knowledge. 1 Pet. 
c Ps By a wiſe diſcovery at the firſt, - and timely ac- 
quainting himſelfe with her diſpoſition, affeRions, infirmi- 
ries, paſſions, imperfeRions ; and thereupon with all holy 
diſcretion, apply and addrefſe himſelfe in-a faire. and loving 
manner, tO retifie and reforme all ke tan; and to beare the 
reſt with patience, paſſing by ic wickour paſſion and impa- 
tiency, ; 


AC _ 


" comfortable walking with 60d. 


—_ 


tieticy, ſill waiting upon God by prayer; it his good time, 


- fora turtherand more full redrefſe and conformiry. One 6f 
the rankeſt rootes of diſtaſtes and diſcontentment inthe Mar- 
riage-ſtare, is the neglect of a punuall obſervation'of each 
others properties ; of taking the righr meaſure of each others - 
wanners upon purpoſe, that with muruall patience and for- 
bearance, they may ſupport each other in love, and lovingly 
| beare one anothers burchens. Memorable is that reeds 20d 
may be a fic medicine againſt' marriage-jarres ; which'a re- 
yerend man received from an husban pew 05 how ſack 
a cholericke conple could fo conſort together: .T has, fairk 
he, when ber fit is upon her, I yeeld to' her, as Abraham did to Sara ; 
and when my fit ir upon me, ſve yeelds to me © and ſo'tvs never ftrive 
fogether, but aſunderi wo x 
-. 12: By-a povidene, diſcreet, "and|parienr onſettog, put 
ding,'and managing bufinefſes/abroad, and family affaires, 
wirhour that carking, impariency; prevention, and diſtruft 
of Gods providence ; wirhour that clamour, boyſterouſheſſe, 
and-confufion, - wich which worldlings arc wont to trouble 
theit owrie-honſes. Ic-is incredible roonfider the vaſt and 


X * 


anvaluable (difference berweene' the 'cvinforts,” elmenefſe 
and 'many ſweet contentments, of an hohſhould, gov 
by the patient wiſedome of an 'beaventy-mincdtd' mati.: 
and theendlefſe brawlings, bicter conreftatic x hott erifles 
diſorders, domeſticall hurly-burlies] &< which hott thir 
family, where a cholericke, dere, and hatrebratried 
husband doth dominecre. This latter, is like the middle rg- 
gionof rhe ayre, "continually torne and rent with freſh cox 
motions, thunder; and many tumultuous ſtirres, which ri 
at firſt: from a rhing 'of nothing ;] a thinne irvifible fun 


drawneour ofthe earth : So earthly chings, vaintr than the” — 
moſt yanifhing YaPO r,doe ordinarily raiſe inſuch Nource-/ 1 919 412.5 o& 
ries of difqtitetitefle and noiſe, a world ofneedlefſe troubles, * | © .., -. 
paſſionate diftemapers, and ſelfe-yexations. But rhe þ FInges (10 ore / 6 

heſt pare of the ayre, full of cal "trath=, 


41s likethe hig 


quilirie, and canſtanr light, the Sunne of- righteouſneſſe ſhi< © * i ® 
king fil upon It with the blefſed beames of patience, com =» 
R39 Crentment 
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—-_ -- Eencment and fpirituall nobleneſſe of minde, doth fromtime 
to time diflolve and drive away all miſts of-werldly mopr- 
' ning, ftormes of birternefſe and brawling, matter of ſuch 
ſcaſeleſſc and brainelefle m—_—_ one another ; and dorh 
_ with a ſweete and kindly heaterefreſh and ſupport the hearr, 
inſt all cholericke encounters and cxofſe accidents, by ver» 
tae of ſuch heavenly and healing cordials as theſe,which were 
wont tocalme and repell the moſt tempeſtuous afſaulrs upon 
the afidedSainrs, Job L.21, 1.Sam.3.18. 

3. Bur above all, by leading his wife in the way of life; 
and path, vbat 3s called Holy, This is the flower and crowne 
ofall his 8kill, to be a blefed and manly gnide unto her to- 
wards eveflaſting happineſſe, For want of this wiſedome, 
and —_— ſoulelies bleeding untoeternall death, 
under the bloody: and: mercilefle hand of an ignoradr, pro» 
plane, ov Pharifaicall husband z- which perkaps may have 

nowledge enough and roo much, to thrive in = world; to 
proſper in his outward ſtate; roprovide for proſperitie z nay 

To oppretl, gver=reach, and defraud. bis brother : But no 
wit, no wa ianding Ro braines at-all, to reach, and:rell 
his wife one foote of the right way ro Heaven: Wiſe to doe 
evill, as the Prophet ſpeakes, Ferem, 4.22. But to deeg ood, 
0 knowheage at all : No holy habit or heart to pray with 
bas oj em" encourage her in the great myſtery aud - 
practice of godllinefle,; to keepe rhe Sabbath holy, and dayes 
ofhumiliarion ; to reade. Scriptures, repeate Sermons, and 
conferre of goodthings: with her, 8c, from which hee is ſo 
farre; rhac alchongh .ic be the ſtrongeſt barre-co keepe her 
Fow grace, and thebloody cut-throate of both their ſoules; 


- 
- 


"neffe. . And. -yst .heare a - Chryſoffome 5 Tier then both goe to 
a"; Re ane and afierward. at home be, thy hnckaut req of 
ticuntur,& tegune #he wiſe, and-the wife -of the. busband, theſe things which were 
wat, vel partent pheye Boker: and read 07 at leaſt ſame of them, And in the ſame 
atiquam » 02:50 - . . 

vir ab. uzore, & Serini JF Teach ber, faith he, the feare of God; and oll things 


wmora viro exi | 


In Epif.ed Epi.Serm. 20.C01.3 94,” Doce elmozem Dei, & omajg ranquaraex fome abunde adfluent, : 


oxque domus tia inguncris bonis referta, JbidGoloBg 5... 


ww - 


will needes. perfwade that all this is 200 much! preciſe- - 


18 
- woah : 4 ? 35 2 


med foules, wee muſt lie irrecoverably in'theſe everlaſting 
| R 4 : flames 
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- will-flow in abundantly, a out of a fountaine : and thy bouſe will 
: berepleniſhedwith innumerable good things, © * Wn Fd 


4. By a confcionable and conftanc carealſo, for the con- 
verſaon, and þ ſalvation of their children and ſervants, Eves» b Iobnontantamn 
ric husband and head of a Family, is as it were, a Ptieſt and ny rr 


| Paſtour in his owne q4 houſe z and therefore, if hee rake nor a' rat, ſedptusdea. 


courſe to catechize them, '/pray with them, preparethem for Pra par 


the Sacrament, and to bring them up in rhe nurture and ad- cDiligaurproles 
enonition of the Lord, as the Apoſtle counſels, Epheſ;6. 4. to canrdn, ——_ 
reſtraine them all hee can from lewde courſes, it company, tim u renaſca. 
the corruptions of the time : bur ſuffer them to have their ain —_ & 
ſwinge in their youthfull rebellions unhallowing the Lords _ renalcatur ad 
Day, Alchouſe-hauntings, Rtubbornneſſe againft the Mi- myrn & 24 
niſtery, 8c. uncill many rimes they ſwing ia an halter, as they 2Ycertia. bb. x, | 
fay : Letthem then know, that thoſe ſinnes they ſo rune d*ycomames -- 
into by ſuch groſſe negle& and defaulr, are ſer upon his ſcore, chxillimiinrams 
and hee muſt be exa&ly countable, and full dearely anſier ©, & can 42, 
for them at thar grear and laſt Day. Nay, let mee furcher fabilicompreta, 
tell him that, which will make his cares totingle, and heart arms, regire fltes 
to tremble, .if it be not of Adamant, and bis heart-ſtrings vel gite fa. 
turned into Ironſinewes : Thoſe his children and ſervants 'quomode 2j noe 
which by his impenirenc omiſſions and unconſcionableneſſe p<rinerinBedle- 
in this kinde, have periſhed in their ſinnes, will curſe him a ms es 
for ever hereafter amongſt the fiends in Hell, They will domibus veftris 
follow thee up and downe in that ever-burningLake, with ratiovemreddens 
direfull bannings, and hideous outcries; cryingout conti- je 5s 4% vobis 
nually : Woe untous, that ever we ſerved ſach a wicked 7/.50.p.596. 
and wretched maſter, that had no care of the falvatiors of $9 
ſouls, tooke no courſe to ſave us our of theſe fiery tor« 
ments! Even thine owne deare children in this caſe, will - 
yell in thine eares world without end: Woe-and alaſſe, that ©. 
ever wee were borne of ſuch accurſed parents, who had 
Rot thegrace to teach us berime the wayes of God; to keepe 
us from our youthfull vanities, and to traineus us up in 

ths of Godligeſſe ! Had they done fo wee have 


ived in the' endleſſe joyes of Heaven ; whereas now+:dam 
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Eames. Oh, will they fay, it was the bloody knife of our. 


chatall our life long ſtucke full —_ in our ſoules, and hath 
now ſtrangled them with everlaſting horrour | Thar this 
maſt needes be fo, ordinary obſervation, common experi- 
ence doth too often confirme. We heare many times ma- 
ny miſerable malefaRours bitterly complaine atthe place of 
execution, againſt Parencs and Mafters carcleſſe and con= 
ſciencelefle in this kinde z and faying, : If they had had care 
and conſcience to have taughkr and reftrained us berime, wee 
hal never come to this Dogeges death, and ſhamefull end. 
How much. more will they cry out againſt them wich 


hell? 
II. Tothe wife. 
1. Lether bein ſubjefion to her head. 


cie and authority over her, grounded and ingraven in her re-- 
ſolution principally : 1. By vertue of divine ordination, Ger. 
3-16. Epheſ. 5.24. 
husbands headfhip, 4.. Womanly infirmity may alſo bee 
werfull morives ro this purpoſe. For if her heart begin ro 


and lies. in a grandtranſgrefiion and grievous: finne againſt 


£$,marl - 

ra ignobilis 
peyiden, 

ſome ſubje&ts; more-politicke rhan their Prince ; bur that 


demigeece; or private man to ruſh into a Royall Throne. 


ownedeare parents unconſcionable and cruell negligence, . 


endleſſe  yellings, when. they ſhall feele the flames. of -- 


1. By areverent and humble perſiaſion of his preceden- - 
hough 2. The very law of nature, 3.Her- 


ſwell, and.be lifced up. with an over-weening conceit of a - 
ſufficiency above her fexe ; ſo that ſhee grow diſcontent, and - 
impatient of contradiftion and command, ſhe brings a world -: 
| Aagty of unnecefary miſery and moleſtation into her owne-houſe, 


+ * © the infticution and honour ef the marriage-ſtate. Ir'is no - 

| *Quelf eu n0- * noþlenefſe of birth, greatneſſe of portion, nimbleneſſe of - 
Ws aur nodi.. CONgLez Pregnancy of wir, or any other excellency incident - 
Jiffinus fie pertes to her ſexe, which can give her any right or priviledge ro - 
{cize ypon the ſoveraignty, andirake the reines into her owne - 
' hands, Some ſervants alſo may be wiſer than their maſters: - 


gives them -no warrant ; nay, . for all that, .it were mon=«- 
Beans and unnaturall villanny for any ſervant thereopon- to « 
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No ſufficiency of gifts, or fingularity of worth muſt juſtle us 
out of that ranke and ſtation, wherein Gods wiſe providence 
andall-ſeeing wiſedome, hath placed us. A man may be a 
wer and place, to his ſuperiour in parts and 
perſonall endowments. No pretence then or plea on the 
wormans part, can poſſibly procure any diſpenſation againſt 
God and nature, of unwomanly domineering and depoſing 


ſuperiour in 


her head. 


ting, ordering and di 
domeſticall affaires 


communion in the beſt thin 
only can allay the ſmarcof 


b as 30 Chriſt, 


2. By an hearty and cheerefull ſubmiſſion : 1. To all 
his lawfull and honeſt diftates and-direQions : For her per- 
ſonall behaviour and carriage ; that it may be faſhioned and 
addreft, withan ingenuous and loving accommodation of 
her ſeIfe ro dee him all che honour, and give him all thecon- 
tentment ſhe can poſſibly with good conſcience : for educa - 
ofing her children, ſervants, and other . . 
wherein notwichſtanding there are - 
ſome paſſiges, more proper and native to her ſexe, in which, 
exceptlhe bee wicleſſe, gracelcfle,and {trangely weake,it will 

be very unmanly, diſhonourable and unworthy for him to 

be too medling, prying and pragwaricall :) But abore all, 

for guiding her aright in the-ſweetard glorions path of Chri-=- 
Rianicie, thac- after cheir neareſt and dearcRt comforr, and 
and fpirituall bleflings, which 

I crofle ations, and 'ſweeten the 
biccerneſſe of a few and evill dayes in this vale of teares, 

they may forever be crowned together in heaven. 2. To 

all his reaſonable, and Religious reſtraints : nor onely from 
wicked haunts, and cuſtomes, finfull faſhions, and paſſions : - 
bat-in caſe of inconvenience, diſhonour or juſt diſpleaſure, . 
for the abridging, or abandoning of her eafe, will, deſires, . 
delights,, this or that company, conformity ro therimes in 
her atryre, &e, For the Spouſ2, for Chriſts ſake, ſoveraignty - 
and love, doth denie her felfe, her owne reaſon, and wilſe- - 
dome, her naturall wit, and wilfalnefſe, her paſſions, plea- 
ſires and profits, hereaſe ar'l libercie, &c. And the 
ray an bleſſed S.Pa#l, ro be ſubjed ro her husband,  & + 
the C Epbeſ. 5. 24; 3. To all his motions, .. 


wife is - 
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there been one" 


admonicions,counſels,comforts, reproofes,commands,coun- 
termands, even #z every thing, onely zn the Lord, So wee ſee the 
body to reſt upcnthe heads motion, either for reſt, or. mo- 
tion. In a word, ſhe ought,like a trne looking-glaſſe,faithful- 
ly rorepreſentand returne to her husbands heart,with a ſweet, 
and pleafing pliableneſſe, the exaft lineaments and proporri- 
ons ofall his honeſt defires, and demands ; and that withour 
diſcontent, thwarting, or ſowreneſſe, For her ſubje&ion in 
this kinde ſhouldbe as ro Chriſt, fincere,hearty, and free. 

2. Letherbe an helper, Gexeſs-2. 18. and doe him good 
all the dayesof her life, upon all rimes; uponall occaſions,in 
all eſtates ; of. adverſitie, or proſperitie ; acceptation;or dit- 
grace; ſickenefſe, or health; youth, or old age, 8c. and 
that, with kindnefſe and conſtancie. A moſt memorable, 
and famouspatterne. for this purpoſe is recorded by Vives. - 
A young, tender and bcautifull maid was matched ( as he re- 
ports to a man ftricken in yeares : whom atter ſhee found 
ro hayea very fulſome anddiſeaſed body.; yet notwithſtan-= 
ding. out of ſenſeand conſcience, as it ſeemes, that now by 

s$ providence ſhee was become his wite ; ſhee moſt wor 
thily digeſted wich incredible patience, and contentment, the 
Janguiſhing, and loathſomeneſſe of an husband continually 
viſited and vexed with varietie and new ſucceſſions of moſt 
irkeſomeand contagious diſcaſes. And though friends and 
Phyſicians adviſed her by no meanes to come neare him, 
for feare ofdanger and infe&ion,, yerfor all this, ſhee paſ- 
fing by, wich aloving diſdaine and contempr, theſe unkintle 
didfevafons, plied him ſtill nightand day with extraordinary 
rendernefſe.and caxe.; with obſequiouſheſſe and ſervices of 
all ſorrs, above her ſtrengrh and abilicy, or poſſibilicy, as the 
Author faith : had not her deareſt conjugall affe&ion ſup- 
plied and ſupported her weake body, with freſh acceſſions 
of vigor and tmweariedneſſe, Shee was to him Friends, 
Phyſician, Hasband, Nurſe. Theſe are nothing : Shee was 
Father, Morker, Brother, Siſter, Daaghter, every tliing, a- 
ny thing, todpe him good any manner of way. Nay, had 
quiſite quintefſenſe.of tendernefle, deare- 
| neſſe, 
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Deſc, affeftionatedneſſe, and love collefted and extrafted 
from all theſe; it would: hardly have matched her merci. 
fulneſſe, and melcing affeQions towards him.. In caſe of wanr, 
by reaſon of extraordinary expence, and exceſlive charges 
about him ;. ſhee ſold her Rings, chaines, and richeſt attire, 
ſhee emptied her Cupbord of plate, her Cabiner of chiefeſt 
and choiſeſt Jewels ro doe himgood, And. when hee was 
dead, and friends'came about her rather: co congratulate her 
happie riddance, than to bewaile her widowhood, ſhee 
did-not onely deprecare and-abhorre all ſpeeches tending 
that way : bur protefted if ir were poſlible, fhee would wit- - 
lingly redeeme her husbands life, with the loſle of her five 
deareſt children. And though as yer, the flowre and prime 
of her beaurifulleſt and beſt time was not expired; yer (hee, .. 
ſtrongly reſolved againſta ſecond match, becaule, faidſhee, 
I ſhall nor finde a ſecond Valdawra (for ſo her husbatdwwas 
called.) Whence ic appeares, that this worthy woman was 
wedded to her husbands ſoule ; notto his body : ne infirmi- 
tic ordeformiry whereof could coole or weaken the manli- 
nefſe andfervencie of her love. Such choyſe asthis, were the - 
way.to make wives never weary of their husbands. Where- 
as. affeQions faſtened onely on a mans ourſide, are fubjeRt ro 
the tedious miſery of inconſtancy and charge, andtorture of 
many wicked and impoſlible wiſhes, according co the vanity 
and vexati6n of irs rranfitory- obj-&. Againſt which heare 
the indignation of an ancient Father : « Bus thy bnthand, c Sed torrides & 


nculeus cſt.Semel © 


faith hee, 3” growne unbandſome, and bemtly. He once plea culeus 
ſed thee : "wont thow ever - be chuſing. an busband af The Negara 


ed eligeuaus ? com. 


Ore and the Horſe like their mate : Aud if the one-be changed, Flgeaus ? come 1 


the ather knowes not how-to draw ; but wants; as it weft; batfe requirit, & equus 
of bimſelfe : But thou refaſeſd-thy Take-ſellow, .and wouldeſt efaer ——_— IG 
_— 


jugum neſcic 


Cn47ge * <PPÞ 
c®.mp :r alrerius,be © 


Helpefulneſſe to her husband, muſt be unkverfall ; a FO 7, 


hending and ingpageing with all readinefſe and Joye; all op- ta: Ts Tagalem, 


porcunities to doe him anygood in fouke or body, name, _—__ "p< 


| eftare, 8c. In a ſpeciall manner, fh2e moi learne; and: la» randum. tmiref. | £ 
; bour with all meckenefſe of Wiſedome and pacient diſcre- jams lib. $+ 3 
2h | | non, _— 
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ri6n, to forecaſt, contrive and manage, as her more proper 
_ and particular charge, houſhold affaires, and buſineſſes with- , 
in doore, as they ſay. For which, ſee a right noble _ 
 patrerne, Prov.31, For the pride, vanity, idleneſſe and luxury 
ofrheſe laſt times, wherein there is ſo much hell uponearth ; 
_fach an impecuous raigneand rage of ſinne inall ſorts, hath 
tranſported alſo that ſexe into many monſtrous degenerati- 
ons : So that our great women. in theſe dayes would be very 
loth to worke after this ſample, though ſer by the holy Ghoſt 
himſelfe : Yer hererofore right noble Princeſſes and daugh- 
ters of mighty Kings,made conſcience ofa particular Calling, 
and diſdained not ro put their hands to houſwifery, Sce Gere 
28.6, and 27.14. 2 Sam.13.S. 2 
Bur aboveall, let her be aſſiſtant to himin ſetting up, and 
forward the. rich and Royall trade of grace; in —_—_— and 
eſtabliſhing Chriſts glorious Kingdome, both in their owne 
hearrs, and in their houſe. This is that one neceſſary thing, 
wichourt which their family is but Satzns ſeminary, and a 
.nurcery for hell. And therefore let her be ſo, farre from 
drawinga contrary way ( acurſed villany of ſome wicked 
-wives abroad in the world ): or dead-heartedneſſe this way, 
which is the grave of all ſpiricuall graces, that incaſe of neg- 
ligenceand ſlacknefle, ſhe ſhould labour by all wiſe, modeſt, 
| ſeaſonable inſinuarions, to ſtirre up andquicken her husband 
to conſtancy, and fervency in religious exercices of prayer, 
q | reading, catechizing,conference, dayes of humiliation, ard 
E's | other houſehold holy duties. As the two greater lights of 
y Heaven doe governe this great world with their narurall : fo 
ler the husband and wife guide the little world of their fami- 
' - ly, wich the ſpiricuall lighrof divine knowledge and diſcreri- I 
, on. Whenthe Sunne is preſent in our firmament, the Moone | 
our of a ſenſe, as it were, of narurall reverence to -the s 


fountaine of all her beauty and light, doth vaile her ſplendor, 
and rerireher beames. Bur when hee is departed ro the 9- 
. ther - Hemiſphere, . ſhee ſhewes her ſelfe, and ſhines as'a 
* _ Princeſſe amongft:thelefler lights, When the husband is at 
home, let the wite onely, if needebe, ſerve asaloving _ 
wy ancer 
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brancerrohim, to keepe his rurnesand times of illightning 
an] informing the ignorant, darke and earthy hearrs of their 
people. Bnr in his abſence- comes: her courfe, when her 
graces of knowledge and prayer, &c. ought ro ſhew forth 
themſelves, and ſhine upon them, to preſerve them from 
coldneſſe, and that dreadfull curſe which hangs over the 
head of thoſe rthar know not God,' and ſhall cercainely fall 
upon thoſe Families rhar- call not on his Name. See Terem. 
10.25, | 
For conclufionrof the point, and crowning of the marri- 
age-ſtate with ſound andlaſting comfort in the meanertime, 
and with everlaſting peace and pleaſures at laſt : Ler man and 
wife jointly labour to ſweeren and fanctifie their muruall car- 
riages, both common and ſeverall duties each co other, with 
often and conſtant meeting together ia prayer. For perſwaſton 
co which praiſe : Conlider ſuch places as theſe a Ger. 25. awyo ny © 
2r, Þ 1Cor.7, 5. <1 Pet. 3.7. Thar preciſe paſſage in 4 Am- - COINS - 
broſe* Tou myſt both (ſpeaking of the married couples ) riſe in ris ſus. Buxeer. 
the night to prayer, and God 14 to be entreated of you with joynt ſuppli- 2s CEN 
cations. * Contenually, faith Chryſoſtome, teach ber profitable things, ea praſeare & 
and pray together, ; _ cum 11a, 

If beſides Family-prayers, wherein' the more generall af- Fo and before bh 
faires of the houſehold are ro be: commended unto God, Me; ner 
man and wife make conſcience alſo of this more private duty lemne prayer which 
berweene themſelves, wherein: many parciculars are ro be j,2 ma rezerher 
petitioned, onely proper and individual! ro that neere focie- Ainfw. = 
ry; I fay: if they fer them{elves umo ir with ſincerity of hearr, 3,-0qvinr; Firh 
tt may be a notable helpe, and by Gods* bleſſing prove a riis, jcjuviis &0- 
foveraigne antidote againſt any roore oF bicternefſec; hearr-ri. on ae 
ſing, diſſenſjon, or diſcontent berwixc them ( wrath, and 41l- inftinx'o, ve pri- 
will cowards any, lurking in the heart, doth utterly dampe ihrivns taftipie. 
and empoyſonthe power and comforc of prayer, much more Canna argue ,_F 


towards one tied unte thee with fo many deare and perpe- gruewe calamita- 


revel negorio ali» - 


quo arduo publice aut privatim incumbente. c Alloquienr quidam Petrus maritum & uxorem cum 
juber concordes eſſe, ut ſimul Deum uno animo piecentur. Caly. Marirus & uxot preces quotidie 'una -'. 
debent concipere, ad impetrandum a Dco omnis generis bana-  d Simul ad orationem noe vobis * 


furzendum eſt, & conjun&is precibus obfecrandus Deus. De" Abream Patriarchs. cap.g9; e Continud > - 3 


que atilia ſune doce, ſint yobis preces communes, Chry/ofF. Serm 20, 58 6,4d Epbe/. 
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cuall bonds ; fo that-prayer together will make chem leave 
jarring z or jarring will make them leave praying ) againſt all 
immodeſties, diſhonours, and defilements of the marriage- 
| bed; againſt want, monſtcouſnefſe, and miſcarriage of chil- 
dren; againſt wearineſle, facictie and lighreſteeme cone of an- 
other; againſt plunging themſelves inſenfibly into the gulfe 
of worlldly-mindedaeſſe, the canker and cur-throate of all 
grace, comfort, and nobleneſſe of miride, 8&c. This private 
- morning and evening ſacrifice offered to the Throne of grace, 
with hearcinefſe and life, will ſpiritualize (that I may fo 
ſpeake ) their love, and renew it daily upon their hearts, 
. with freſh, ardent, and heavenly embracements. Ic will mar- 
. velloufly ſweeten all reproaches and contumelies caſt upon 
- them for their profeſſion by envenomed rongues ; when they 
ſhall come together in private, and complaine unto God, 
and begge at his mercifull hands, patience and Chrittian for- 
 ticude to take them, in ſubmiſſion ro his wil, and conformicie 
ro his Sonne, as ſo many crownes of glory to their heads, 
and of joy unto their hearts, A@&, 5. 41. 1 Peter 4. 14. Fob 
31. 36. It will ſweetly ſcale unrco them in the meane time, 
. their aſſurance of meeting together hereafcer in heaven : and 
. when therime of ſorrow ſhall come, and ſtroke of death di- 
 vorce them for a time, conſciouſnefle of their former bleſſed 
communion in prayer , will not onely ſerve as a counterpoy- 
ſon againſt all (laviſh bicterneſſe of immoderate griefe 'inci- 
dent to hopcleſte worldlings : but crownetheir hearts at par- 
ting ( which isa precious thing) with imcomparably more 
rrue, inward, laſting contentment, then if they two had co- 
vetouſly hoarded and heapt rogether. all the wealth both of 
this and the other golden world. | 
Thus much for our dealing inthe world and civill affaires. 
'V. Now concerning workes of mercy, which ſpringing 
from an hearc, melting with ſenſe of Gods everlaſting mercy 
co it ſelfe; quickned witha lively faith in the Lord Tefus, and 
ſhining wich faving graces, are an odovr of a ſrveete ſmell 
a _— acceptable, well pleaſing to God, Philip. 4. 18. Heb. 
13.16. | 


Conceive 
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Conceive firſt, there be two ſorts of them; x. Spirituall, 

2, Corporall. | | 

1. Spirituall,fl>w fromthe fountaine of truzſt mercy, 
and compaſſion of greateſt rendzrneſſ: and conſequence ; e- 
ven torelieve, repaire and refreſh the poverty, wants, and mi- 
ſeries of rhe ſoule. 1. by inſtructing rhe ignorant, Prov. 10,21. 
and 15.7. 2, By giving a counſel! ro them that need, or feeke a pcce nec tab». 
it; Exoa.18.19. &c. Rub 3,1.8&c, 3. By reducing theerrone- 7 nec aliqud 
ous. Exod. 23.4. 4.By labouring the converſion of others, liun, &prettciti - 
Pſalm.5 1.13. Luke 22.32. 5: By exhorting one'another. Heb. I _ 
3:13. 6, By reproving the offender. Levis. 19, 17. 7. Byad- ras. | 
moniſhing them that be out of order. r Theſ.5 14, 8:By | 
conlidering on2 another, to provoke unto love, anJ to -4 
good workes, Heb. 10. 24. 9. By comforting the heavie = 
hearc,and afflicted fpirir; 1Theſ.5.14. 10-By Þ forgiving from, yy qu as * 
the heart our brethren their tr<fpaſſes, Matth 8.35, 11. By dat elurienti ci- 
cha{tiling delinquenes, Prov. 22. 15. 12.By raiſtng thoſe which van, irjent po. 


rum, nudo veſti. 


arefallenby infirmity, with much meekenefſ2 and cenderaefſe cum, p2regrinims of 
of heart. G:1,6.1, 13, By mutual encouragements againſt the ca,hjandunt g I 


craelcy and confuſions of the rims, and in the way to Heaven. =gr0 vel inc'nfo » 
A.3.16, i4. By ſupporting,aod mercifully making much of t;yg rejenpts. 


weake Chriſtians. 1 T beſc5. 11. 15. By patience towards all tem, debili fub. 


veHionem, c2- 


me. 1 Theſ.5;14. 16, By praying one for another. Tam.5.16. <<, qcdudionem, 
2. Corporal!l, ſpring from a compaſſionate hearr, and _ yon oe 
fellow-feeling affe&ion, yerning over the remporall wants medicinem , _— 
and neceſſicies of our brethren ; whereby we are ſtirred up, nod ates 4 
. . [% £1 Cc By 
as occaſion is offered, according ro our ability, ro ſuccour ym & quod cui. 
and ſupport our outward extremities and diftreſſes : To wu Re 
feede the Hungry: to give drinke ro the Thirſty : To cloath rum exam & qui 
the Naked : To entertaine the Scranger : To vilite the Sicke: 4: veniam pec- 

. . . canti, eleemoſy. 
To goe to thoſe that are in Pciſon. 2Zatth,25.35.To pur ro an nam dar: & qui + 
; emendat 'verbere - 

Inquem poteſtas datur, vel coSercet aliqu2 diſciplina, & tamen peccatum ejus, que ab illo1eſus eft * * 
aut offenſus, dimittit ex corde, vel oratur ci dimittatur, r,on ſolim in eo quod dimiteir, atqueorar, 
verum etiam in eo quod corripit, & aliqua emend-toria pe"a pletic, eleemoſynam dat! quia  : 
miſericordiam preſt:iz, Auguſt. Enchir. ad Liurent. cap. 7 2, The Sehoolemen compriſe ſome of themin_ + 
thi Vs'ſe. —— Conſule, Caſtiga, Solare, Remitte, Fer, Ora Non ſolum quicſurienti,&frienti,fe - ** 
nudo beneficium largiratis imp 2ndir, ſed qui inimicum diligit, & qui tugentiffeRtam compatfonis, Se : 
confola:ionis impartitur, aut 1n quibulli det neceſficatibws, aliis conlilinm adbiber, fine dubis cleeme- - = 
nam facis. 1/idere - | $805 "ts 
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Viſieo,voro, ©:- helping ' hand for railing our Brethren fallen into decay. 
Colligo,Cendo. Levit.25.,35, Fo lend, hoping for nothing againe, 8&c. Luke 

6. 35. = 
Thus Chriſtians ought to be ready to diſtribute, willing 
ro communicarte in all kindes ro the outward neceſiities alſo: 
1. Firlt; Ofthoſe of the houſchold of faith, the principall 
and moſt moving obje& ro draw bounty from a truely cha- 
ritable hearr. G2.6.10. 2. In the next place ; Of che lame: 
the blinde, the ficke, the aged, rhe trembling hand, or any 
aÞaſce fame mo. That God hath made poore. 3. Thirdly ; Of any ® whoſoever, 
rienzem, fi non jnacaſe of true neceſſitie and extremity, wharſveverthe par- 
—— tie hath been before : For there thou relieveſtnot his notori- 
Qui indigenti cs ouſneſTe, bur his nature : crhough thou abhorre che man for his 
banem ſuam non Former villany ; yer upon point of periſhing, doc good unto 


quia peccator,ſed the common ſtate of humani.y, 
uia homo eſt, 


rribuitznimirum, _—_ of theſe two cn b Fathers, « dhoclenes, Ca- 
non pEccarerem . d- = O 
een ſaiſts, all concurre, and conclud2, thac ſpiricuall almes%zter 


rem nurric : quiz P2r20Ws, a$ they ſay, are more excellent and acceptable then 
in lo non cu corporall, Becauſe, 1. The git is more noble 1a irs owne 
Eitigit. Greg. #6. nature. 2. The obje& more illuſtrious; Mans immorcall 
paſtoral, adminis. (yyle. 3. The manner trranſcendenc, being ſpiricuall, 4. The 


ST, . . . 
bi in cellario,vel chariry more heavenly, which aimes ar our brothers endleſſe 


horreo non habcs F 
quod dare poſlis, falvation. 


de thefauro cor- [er then every Chriſtian conſcionably and conftintly en- 
d1s tui potes pro- 1. . Y 
= ng jane” ©. Acavour to improve to the utmoſt upon all occaſions, and 


| 35, Qelcemoſyna ſcaſonable offers all his ſpiricua!] abilicies, heavenly endow- 
; wc ro win ments, illuminarian of learning, morall wiſedome, provi- 
; ta comports. | dence,diſc:etion, 8c. all his skill in che Af:niſtery of Chriſt , 
ook Ward, and wayes of God ; all his exferience in tentations, 
_ caſes of conſcience, ſpiricuall diſtempers; his ſpiric of coun» 
p nl- . * RN 
mam ſemper vi. {c1l, comfort, courage, or whar other gifc or grace ſoever hee 

@ur:m yarbo vi- js jIlighrened, andendowed with to relieve and refreſh eve- 
'tzr<ficere,. quam he ſoul > by all 
-venrtemmonture TY Way the ſoules, ro procure and promote by all meancs, the 

caraisrerreno pa- eternall {alvarion of others. 

_ ne (atiare. Gregor. 
© Aquings 224 4. | ; 

3 2-0. j- Durand. in 4.ſentent.q.7.6e d Inxliquoparticulari caſu, quz 4am corporalis eleemo- 
Jyna gicui ſpirituali prefertur, pura magis paſcendus fame moriens,quim docendus: quamvis docere 
ſimplicicer fic melius quam paſcere. : 

'Ler 
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Ler rhe-faving light of chy divine knowkdge, fpirituall 
wiſedome, heavenly underſtanding, or what other excel- 
lencies, and -perfeftions of re minde ſhining in thy ſoule; 
reſemble in tf fruicfull improvements, and free communi- 
cating ir ſelfe, rharbountitull light iathe body of the Sunne. 
Thar e. firſt illighteneth that goodly Creature wherein it 
originally dwelles, and makes ic the faireft and beaurifulleſt 
thing. in the world. 2. Next, it illuminates, and beaurifies 
all the Orbes, and heavenly bodies abour ir. 3« Thirdly, by 
the projetion of his beames, it begets all the beauty, s i 4 | 
ſweeteneſſe, we have here below on the carth. 4. Fourthly, 
it inſinuates into every chinke and crany of the earth, and 
concurresto the making of thoſe precious merals, which lye 
in her bowels. 5.Fiftly his beames glide by the fides of t 
earth, and illighten even the oppaſire part of Heaven, with 
all thoſz glorious Scarres we ſee ſhining in thenight. 6.Sixch= 
ly, ic is ſo communicative, and greedy of doing- gocd in ics 
kinde, that it ſtrikes thorow the firmament in the tranſpa- 
rent parts, and ſeekes ro beſtow its brightneſſe and beauty, 
even beyond the Heavens ;*and never reſtraines the free 
communication of irs influence and glory, untill it deter- 
mine by naturall and neceffarie expiration, Even fo pro- 
portionably, ler the fruicfull light of thy divine knowlege, 
and heavenly counſell eſpecially, be Rill working, ſhining, - 
ſpreading to doe all poſuble good. 1. Let it, Firſt, make 
chine owne ſoule all glorious within, fairely enlighten ic 
with an humble reflexÞn of ſelfe-knowledge, with puri- 
tie, peace,and ſpjrirualFprudegce, ro guide conſtantly thine 
owne feete, with all uprightneſſe and patience, inthepath 
that 74 called Hoy, 2. Secondly, Leritſhine npon thy family, 
and thoſe thar are next abour thee, with all feaſonable in- 


ſtruions convincing them of the truth, and goodneſſe of = Qreſomi fre. 
h 2 5 - - - = re:,quzſo, 
the * wayes of God, either. for their converſion, or in- bus tibs 6 


majorevſq; ad minimum, 2morem & duſcedinem regni celeſtis, amaritudinem, - & timorem 
annuncies, & de corum ſalute ſolicitus, ac pervigil exiſtas : quia pro omnibus tibi ſubjeRis, qui in do- 
mo tuaſunt raticnem domino reddes. Annunciz, pracipe, impera, ſuade eis,ut caveantſe A (i 
a- derraQione, ab ebriecate. 2 fornicatione, a luxuria, ab ira, a perjuiic, a cupidicate que elt' c 


omayum malorum, Auguf? Tom. q-par, 2, de ſalutaribus decumentss, pag.s 41- 
a S EXCU- 


hy Rob 
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exculablenefſe. 3. Thirdly, ler ir be ſpent and imployed 
upon thy neighbours, kindred, friznds, acquaintance, viſt- - 
cants of all ſorts, when rhey Come towards thee; ro warme 
. their hearcsall rhou canſt with heavenly calke, and ro winne 
their lovesto the life of grace. 4. Fourthly, ler it inſinuare 
alſo amongſt ſtrangers, and inco other companies, upcn - 
which any warrantable Calling hall caſt chee : and intimare 
unto them, eſpecially if ir finde acceprarion, andentertaine- 
ment : That one thing is neceſſarie : That all impenitents ſhall 
be certainely damned ; That npm th moment dependeth eter- 
1 Cor. 2, Pitie, &c. 5. Nay, let ic offer it ſelfe with all meekeneſle of 
beac aliquemnon wifedome, and patient diſcretion, even 'to oppoſites: and 
habore velu9 Jabour-to conquer, if it be poſſible, the contrafy minded , 


Ras, ood if their ſcornefull carriage, and furious viſible hate-againſt 
Clam me. £0E LLyſtery of Chrif?, hath not ſer a brand of Dogges 
ſem?Eſt.Calicen and Swine upon them. 6, Laſtly, when upon all occafions, 
| q——_— in all companies, by.-all meanes, ir harh done all the good 
non perdit mer- It can, yet [et It ſtill reraine that conftant property of all 


Cali 
cede nite non cavenly Graces, an edge, and eagernefſe ro doe more 


duobusnumis, good till,” and rather want matter and means than 


fed grars coſa, TEaGIneſFe and reſolution to propagate ir ſelfe. And this - 


addidirfrigidz.ne way now may: the pooreſt- Chriſtians: bee. plentifull in 
is vel inde cau- : c a Ws L 4" 
trerur,quod lig- WOrkes of mercy, and enrich the richeſt with ſpiricua 


nur non Haouc- almes; Which in the meane time may comfore the boun= 
rer 5quam «Aug Tifull hearrs of thoie who are true gf heart , ro whomrhe 


in P/:1 25-9.722: Lord out of -his beſt wiſedome, hath denied rhis earthly 


pis largiraris,ſed drofſ2; But yerforall this, I would have you know, that I 
| mrs 7 know none, nor the pooreſtzexcepted or exempted from ſea- 
 entis deletuur& ſonable miniſtring to the corpora!l neceſſities alſo of their 
+ anne axen brethren, We have a Precepr from blefſ:d Paul, Ephef.4.28. 
elcemoſynaſe ex * T hat wee muſt worke with our owne hands, that we may bave to 
— to bim that needeth. And a noble preſident in th=poore 
lee aquz frigide Widdow, 1{zrke 12.44. who caſt her two mites into the 
CITE: Treafurie, which was all ſhee bad, - even. all hey living. And it 
miſi, Aug.Tom.9. any here make a counterplea of their povertie, I would 
ee, know: if there bz. any fo poor?, which is not able to. 
mw p.1453- . giveDacup ofcold water. onzly ; and yer this Tg 
ts % 


| comfortable walking with God. 
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heart, ſhall bee both graciouſly accepred, and cerrainely te- 
warded, Mdatth,10. 42. | | | 
And therefore in a ſecond place, I infinitely defire and 
intreate, (and this is thar which in this point I would ſpe- 
cially prefle and perſwade with deepett impreſſion) thate= 
very one which hath given his narge unto Chriſt, rich or 


with ſingular careand conſcience addrefſe himſelfe to a fruic- 
fuil, affetionate, and conſtant diſcharge of rhis much ho- 


. noured durie of almes-giving inthis kinde alſo, properly fo 


called. 


x. For weareboundto abound in this gracealſo, There- 
fore faith Pax, 2 Cor:8:7, ( As yee abound in every thing, in 
faith, &c.) ſee that yee aboywd in this grace alf0; Fhere is no - 


religiousProfefſour of any reputation, upon good ground 
with the Church of God,.bur rakes to heart, and defires ts 
be exa&t in all commanded Chriftian-duties every day, as 
Prayer,.reading Scriptures, 8&c, Vponthy ſecret then, and 
{olicarie reviſe and ſurvey of the day paſt, call thy ſelfe roa 
ſtri&account ; as for others ſo concerning this dutie alſo, of 
doing good vwnto all men, efpecially unts them who are of the 
bouſbold of faith, Gal.6. 10. (tor the diſcharge of this dutie 
 otghtalſo to bedaily, ifthy abilicie will beare, and the ne- 
ceſſicies of the poore ſhall require : Iz the morning ſows thy 
ſeed, and in the evening withbold not thy hand. Give a portion 
' #0 ſeven, andalſotoeight, Eccleſ.11,6, 2.) and ler the ſenſe and 
conſtiouſneſſe of any omiſſion, negle&, or ſloth in x 
ming ir, would thy conſcience alſo, humble thy ſonle, and 
quicken thy hearr, with new life of reſolution, and more 
lively endeavourro mend every morning ; and perfume, as ic 
were, thine every dayes walking with God, with this ſweec 
ſmelling facrifice alſo of mercifulnefſe, bounty, and love, 
Pbil.4.18, Letthis dutie likewiſe with the reſt, fall within 
the compaſſe of thy feverall ſearch, penitent melcing,renu- 


ed vowes, in all thy more folemne ſelfe-examinations be- 


fore the Sabbath, Sacraments, upon dayes of humiliation, 
&c, Ir is a profitable conſideration to thinke, that a cuſte- 
SS - - . maty 


vn according to his power and proportion, would | 
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niary grofſe negle& ofany one Chriſtian durie, i: its ſeaſon, 
of which the conſcience is, or may bee convinced, may joſtly 
dampeand dead the lightſome and f:uirfull performance of 
all thereſt, For example : A willing knowne omillion of pri- 
vate Prayer, or ſet reading the Word every day, may inter- 
ceptandreftraine the ſweere influence of Gods wonted. re- - 
freſhing mercy, and rhe fruftifying beames of his pleaſed 
countenance from thine heart, in the uſe of a1 the other or= 
dinances: anaffQed-idlenefle, and dif-imployment of any 
one gracein the foule, when ſeaſonable occafion callerh for 
improvement, my blaſt the comfortable exerciſe and ſe:;- 
fible comfort ofall the reſt. For example: If thou ſuffer thy 
patience ordinarily to fleepe, when thy diſavowed paſſions 
begin ro breake in upon thee like a torrenr, and heate thine 
heart with cheir ſwelling poyſon ; or when ſome crofke doth_ 
nertle thy defire of eaſe; no marvell though thou finde a 
faincnefle alſo to ſeize upon thy faith, brotherly kindenefle, 
love.geale, joy, and peace in belecving, &c, Why then, when 
thou Feleſ thine inward man to begin to languiſh, and the 
whole body of Chriftianitie, togrow, as it were, towards*a 
conſumption ; amongſt other inquificions, why doeſtthon |. 
} notalſo ron ny godly edlouſie, and labour to finde 
_ out whether the coldneffe of thy charicie,artd roo much neg- 
left of releeving the.poore members of Ieſns Chriſt, may oc- 
eaſjon thy ſpiricuall dampe ? Ir is the durie and property of 
every true-hearted Nathaneel, as to have reſpe@toall Gods. 
Commandements, P/al. 119. 6. ſo, though they cannot in 
perfe&tion and heighs, yet with truth and ſincere endeavour, . 
ro have reſpe&t toa conſcionable uſe of all the ordinances; to 
the performance of all holy duties, and exerciſe of all ſpiritu- 
all graces in their due ſeaſons. - 
. , 2. If the world hath locked up thine heart, and congea- 
led the bowels of thy compaſſions towards the poorez ler 


2be amiable face of the blaze of thine outward profeſſion ſhine never fo faire, 


7 manage the heart-lefſe repreſcntarions of externall holineſſe 
never ſo demurely ; keepe the times and taskes of daily du- 


ent f** 7 ties with never ſo great auſteritic ; nay, tough thou be able 
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"comfortable wilking with God, 


ro amuſe weaker Chriſtians with ſome affe&ed ſtraines, and 
artificiall fervencie in Prayer (for by the meere power, or ras 
' ther poyſon of hypocrilie and vaine glory, a man way pray 
ſometimes ro the admiration of*orhers, eſpecially lefſe judt- 
cious, having cunningly collefted the _ moving paſſa- 
ges for that purpoſe, from the beſt-gifred in that kinde, and 
then given an enforced aftioa and life unto them in the de- 
livery, as fame inother caſes a&'other mens inventions ro 
the life ) I ſay, for all this, it che holy heace of brotherly 
love doth not warme thine heart, and upon occaſion worke 
affetionately and effeEually, I dare ſay, thou arr rotten ar 
the heart-roor, there isno true love of Godin thee, no grace, 
no hope of ſalvation. Lec chat terrible and flaming place a- 
gainſt all coverous Phariſees, 1 1.3.17,diffolve thy frozen- 
heartednefſe this way, and enlarge the bowels of pitrie ro- 
wards the poore brethren of Chrift Ieſus, or elſenever looke 
hereafter ro looke him in the face with comfort, or to finde 
mercy at that Day: Marke it well, and meditate upon it : 
Who ſo bath this worlds good, and feeth bis brother hath needs, 
and ſhutteth up his bowels of compaſſion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him ? 

3. Bur above all other motiees of mercifulneſſe to the _ 
poore, whichin the: Booke of Godare very many, and moft '' © © 7 3 
quickening ; me thinkes that argument which Pex/ prefſerh + + {43 
to this parpoſe, 2 Cor. 8. 9. ſhould melt the moſt flintie _ 
heart : For yee know, faich hee, the grace of our Lord Ieſus 
Chriſt, that though bee was rich, yet for your ſakes bee became 
poore, . that yee through his povertie might be” rich, Shall the 
onely deare innocent Sonne of the All-powerfall and ever- 
bleſſed Lord, and King ofheayen and earth, diſcinrich, as it «vis jun. 
were; and diſrobe his heavenly Highnefſe of that Royaltie 
and Majeſty above, and become ſo poore,' that whereas he 
Foxes have holes, and: the birds of the ayre have nefts , yet Hee Mandy 8. 20. 3 
2108 where to lay bis bead : that through his poverty, andpow- 
ring out his hearts-blood, hee might crowneus with the in- 
eſtimable riches of heavenly glory ; with joyes andpleaſures 
more than the Rarres ofthe firmament, even for ever and 

= = S 3 ever; 
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' wutroſqueram 0- 


ever ; and ſhall nor wee Wormes and wretches, moſt unwors 
thy the leaſt bit.of bread wee pur into our mouthes, part with 
ourſuperfluicies, ſomecimes, both in reſpe&of the neceſlicie 
of nature, andexigencie ofeſtsre, as rhe Schoolemen ſpeake, 
to relieve the fainting ſoule of him for whom Chriftdied,and 
which hee would take as done nnto himſelte, Matth.25. 40; 
were it but acup of cold water onely 2 Aar.g.41.Monftrous 
unthankefull cruelty ! mercileſneffe, meriting without Gods 
fingular mercy, and turning mercifull our ſelves, the fierceſt 
flame in the dungeon of fire and brimſtone. 

4. The lat andeverlaſting doome, at-that- great and 
dreadfull Day,muſt paſſe upon us according to our carriage in 
this kinde. Then ſhall there bea ſevere and ſincere ſearch 
andenquirie made after * workes, as the fignes, evidences, 
and outward demonſtrations of faith, and the roote of grace 
in the heart: or of unbeleefe and rottennefſe at the heart- 
roote; and conſequently, as arguments of a righteous doome 
paſſed upon the Sheepe and Goates. That glorious ſentence 


yes, quambzdos, of abſolution ; Come yee blſſed of my Father, inherit the 


non occulta(cuju 


Cj : 
vceulr(CW%" hingdome prepared for you from the fonndation of the world 
inGaeliras)ſed ( wbich ſounds out nothing bur pleaſures, joyes, delights 


couſl] picua reſti- 


monia allegabir, 


glories, .beaucies, felicities, crownes, kingdomes, Angelica]! 


utomne os obtug entertainements, beatificiall viſions, ſpirituall raviſhments, 


rerur. 


Mach 25-34 


higheſt perfe&tions, unutterable exulrations -of ſpirit, ſwee- 
reſt varieties, eternities ) (hall be pronouticed upon the god- 
ly, according to the effc&ts and fruits of their faith, ro teach 
us inthe meane time, what faith to truſtnnto, and reft upon 
for juſtification ;eveu that which works by love : and at that 


_ day, toletall the world ſee, Angels, men and devills,that the 


. .eminent 


kingdame of Heaven is givenonely to true-hearted Natha«. - 
zeels, honeſt Profeſfours, working beleevers, Now in the text 
for this purpoſe, there is ſingled out with ſpeciall choiſe, an 

7 vo qc inftance, in one of the worthieſt 
effeAs of faith, and nobleſt fruic of grace z even the point I 
now preſſe, andlabour to perſwade : an open-hearted,-reall, 
fruicfull bountie and love to Gods people, and diſtreſſed 
members of. Chriit Telus, for Chriſt and their pom 


co. fortable walking with cnt © "If 


ſake. But ti. . other doome of damaation, Depart fron meeMatth. 25-41. j 
you curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devill and bis 
angels ; which breathes our nothing bur fire and brimſtone, 
ſtings and horrqprs, woe and alafſe, flames of wrath, and 
the Worme that never dieth ; trembling and gnaſhing of 
teeth; ſeas of vengeance, torments withour end, and 
imagination ; ſhall paſſe upon the reprobates, for omiflion vaſe 22, 
and negle& of this noble durie. For mercileſnefſe-ro the 
ore members of Chriſt, unkindeneſfe ro Chriſtians, hard- 
eartednefſe rowards che houſhold of faith, is one of the 
rankeſt bitrereft weedes, which growes our of a graceleſſe 
heart .; acleere pregnant. evidence, that all was naught ; and - 
a notable remembrancer, as it were, to that high and ever- 
laſting Judge,-that his bleſſed Spirir never dwelc there. How 
deepely thendorh itconcerne every Chriſtian ro praiſe, and _ 
ply uponall opporcunicies, that moſt gainefull art of almes- leemeſyna; aro 
giving, which ſhall be ſo highly honoured at that great Day, omniumarcium | 
beforg that glorious univerſall preſence ; when every merci- Chry/of.ad popul. 
Lafſe men ſhall cry to char Rocke,this mountaine,to fall upon "Hit 
him, and hide him from the. wrath of thatjuſt God ; which | 
will lame unquenchably and everlaſtingly againſt all thoſe, 
who in this lite, have ſhut up their bowels of pictie againſt opiey 
His poore ; and beene dogged towards the dearely beloved of Terem,r2-9:, 
by Soul. 7 
 Tknow, ® Befarmin labours to empoyſon this laſt paſſage , ve jugise.ts. 5. 
with his falſe glofſe, and Popiſh ophiſtty. =_ cap. Ll Tavis 
The caufall conjun&ion For, Matth, 25.35. ashe there ca» "un 
vils, intimates and imployes workes mericoriouſteſle. | Cpt 
I ſay noe For, is there a note of conſequence and order: —_—_— 
not of rhe cauſe, or any Þ mericorious cauſalitie. The cauſall b BnimJ nondes 
conjuntion in Grammer dorh indeed ſerve to ſhew the rea- —_— 
fon ofa former ſentence : bur it doth nor neceffarily ſhew ricoriam Regai, 
a reaſon from the cauſe ofa thing ; bur many times alſo from aceoriem-; 
the effe&, and other kinde of arguments. And Logicke alfo ſenrents 1 quads 
; yere ſfintbene- 
 diQti ab eterno- 
CN goon tre 0 
Criſto neſcient, non egnolcyat.Queado ridious Te, *——_ : WY kin 
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teacherh, thar there be divers kindes of cauſes ; principall,and 
leſſe principall, &c. ; 

Bellsrmine replies : Doth not Chriſt there ſpeake in the 
ſame-manner,of the rewards of the godly, and of the puniſh- 
ments ofthe wicked ? But no man can fay,that in theſe words, 
Goe yee curſed, &c.that the cauſe is not rendred; but onely the 
order and conſequence implied: For the wages of ſinne 3s death, 
Rom.6,23. 

T anſwer : By the like fallicy alſo doe the Popiſh Impo- 
ſures pleade for Juſtification by workes:Evill workes damne, 
therefore good workes fave. Moſt falſely : as appeares by 
' £Non valet con- that rule in the Topicks :< The —_ 74 of no validitie, 
fequentia, £42 where there 5s not a perfelt contrarietie, Now berweene good 


mon eſt perte 


comrarierss: andevill workes, there is no perfe& contrarietie: 4 for evill 
ddelaoprn workes are perfe&tly evil! againſt the Law of God : bur 


borum- frutus, good workes arenot perfe&tly good according to the Law © 
-p—_no—ege; wa of God. By the ſamereaſon neither doth it follow : Erernall 


na autem bona- death is the wages of (inne: therefore eternalllife is the wages. 
opera & of good workes, 
ex miſtis princi- 5, If thou Jay out to the poore © cheerefully, f ſeaſona- 
Pio: non DLy $ liberally, and yet bur according to thy h abilirie ; thou 
exdem reſpets (halt become ( which beſides the onely courſe of growing, 
eſpe then comfortably rich,isalſoa crowne of infinite honor)Credicor 
onis cauſam, im- even to thy Creator. He that bath pittie upon the poore, lendeth 
mare Prof. wnto the Lard, and that which bee bath given, will hee pay bim a- 
kotac proindeue pane, Prov.t9.17. And in the meane time forrepayment in 
figna, & - = gp p P 
n72, aon ut cauſe Cue time, thou haſt ſecuritie infinitely above all exception, 
—_ _ - a Bill under hisowne hand, even his owne bleſſed Booke; 
bene perfetam Wherein to faile, were to forfeit his Deity, if I may fo ſpeake, 
_—— which is prodigious blaſphemie ro imagine. Now whar a 
peccatum ad mor- Keene ſpurre, and inflaming morive is this to be mercifull:rhar 
«mn proneren- wa ſhall make Godhimſelte our Debter, the ever-ſpringin 
e&& 18.4. Fountaine of Blifſe; and Lord of all goodnefſe, who doth if 
paw: {ra things like himſelfe,omnipotently,bounrifully, above all ex- 


t- a ® a 
fece bonz, nec  peRation, as becomes the mighty Soveraigne of Heaven and 
perfeRte bona eſ- 


, merita vitz zternz efſene, quia omnia ſunt debita. Luke 19. to. e Deutt-15.10, 2 Cor. 9-7, 
Fhow 3- 2938. g 2 Cor.g.6. Prov.1ii.25. h aCors. 13. 14. Ags II.29» F 
| Earth? 


Wor 0 ONT RS 


Earth ? If hee worke, hee makes a world: It he be angry, hee 
drownes the whole face of che Earth : If hee love, the hearcs= 
blood of his deareſt Sonne is notroo deare : If heftand upon 
his pzoples fide,he makes the Sun to ſtand Rill,and the Starres 
tofight: If hee repay, he giveshis owne All-ſufficient Selfe, 
with the over-flowing torrents of all pleaſures and: glory 
through all eternicie. | | 

6- Nay,the way to thrive and fare well in the World, if 

our moſt wiſeGod rhinke ir fir, is ro be compaſſionate this 
way. If thou draw ont thy ſoule to the bungsy, faith the Propher, x 7y.,g.10.8;x5; + 
and ſatisfie the affiifted ſoule: then ſhall thy light viſe in obſeuritie, 
and breake firth as the morning, and thy darkeneſſe bee «« the 
noone-day ; aud thy health fhall ſpring forth eedily : the Lord 

ſhall guide thee continually, and ſatisfie thy ſoule in drought, and 
make fat thy bones, and thou fp2lt be like a watered Garden, and 
like a Spring of water, whoſe waters fail not. Thine horne ſhall pcal. n11.g. 
beexalted with honour, and thou ſhalt not want. Tt will be then P*9* 25 27: 3 
a proficable Inquifirion amongſt others ; when a man findes 
himſelfe ro goe backwardin his eſtare,Gods ſecret diſpleaſure 
ro blow upon his wealzh,or afflift his body wich painefulldif- 
eaſes,&c. roexamine well, wherher hee was not ordinarily ,;,,, _ . 
wontrather to ſhutup hisbowells of compaſſion, than to D 
powre out his ſoule to the poore. | 

. Inathirdplace, take notice of the order of thoſe objefs, 

upon whictychy Chriſtian love is regularly and feaſonably ro 
bedire&ed, and thy workes of mercy diſcharged. The Cata- 
logne of them runneth thus, as I conceive. 

The publike State wherein chou liveſt, and whereof thou | | 
art a member, challengerh the firſt place and precedencie : If [79 maj vos 
iclivedanatura!llife, as thou doeſt, and thou haddeſt bur one they /ay,vhenerher - 
morfſell of bread, which would one!y ſuſtaine rhe life of one purer nog, 
of you ; thou wert to periſh, that it might flouriſh: for it is 5» poverey: «//2 we | 
ever better, thar one member ſhould be cut off, than the 74,7heveoure- 


whole body conſumed. * In the next place ſtands thy ſelfe ; _— —_— | 


ordinary want : like inpietie, elſt we muſt hetpe boly men being farther off, before theſe who hate to bert- 
ſormed, though neerer unto us : like in mutual! relations and obligations one unts another;elſt we muſt pre- 
feree @ truely religious brother, before a more religious ftranger ; « kinſinay neighbour, aud benefaRor before. © 
einer kin{man, or nerighbour, or a benef4 ex alone. h F 

| then. 
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then chy wife ; chen thy parents ; then thy-children and fami- 
| ts wo ly ; then the * houſehold of faith; then-thy naturall kinred 
05,qui nobis ſune prunglately from the ſame progenitors ; then thy neereſt 
"epnjundt vincelo neighbours and common friends ; then thy country men; then 
quim propinquos ſtrangers ; then thine enemies. For as thou wouldeſt-be hol- 
une nee Þe; den a child of the Higheſt, Luke 6.35. thou mult love thine ene- 
ſeryiunr. Quare ? Mies, and relievethem too, Prov.25.21, Rom.12.20. And be- 
a untor eſt cauſe our naughty hearts doe naturally riſe, and ſwell againſt 
, quam co:poram. them with much enraged anger, diſdaine and contempt : pon- 
| ore mg der ſerioufly upon theſe points, as counterpoyſons ro keepe 
out theſe foule fiends, and preferve thine affe&ions ever 
calme and unſtained rhis way, and inan holy charitable rem- 

per anddifpolition rodoe them goud. 

1. Firſt, hee that becomes a bloody goad in thy fide for 
thy bleſſed profeſſion, and becauſe thou tolloweſt goodnefle, 
is ſtarke mad, and utterly beſides himlſelfe in matter of ſalva- 
tion. He is as a dead man withour all ſenſe of ſpirituall ſelfe- 
murder: now-it is extreme weakeneſle, to even thy wit ( as 
they ſay) with a Bedlam; and barbarous inhumanitie, ro 
wreake thy ſpite upon the dead, and ba#ly ro vexe a liveleſſe 
carcaſe with braving inſaultations, 

2. Thou ſhouldeſt moſt wiltally forſake thine owne mer- 
cie, and judge thy felfe more then infinitely unworthy of e- 
yerlaſting life, of any part or portion in the rich, glorious, 
eternall purchaſes of His meritorious death, ifehou coyldeſt 
not frankely forgive the greateſt wrong of thy greateſt ene. 
mie upon this ground onely ; becauſe Teſws Chriſt hath freely 
powred out the deareſt and warmeſt blood in his heart, ro 
purchaſe for theea worme, and wrerch, and while thou waſt 
yer his deſperate enemie, pardon and ſalvation from theend- 
lefle woes, and damnations of Hell, 

3. Thirdly, the mercifull patience of God himſelf> in for- 
bearing and bearing with inficice wrongs, and diſhon-urs 

done unro his great Majeſlie every day, may bea matchleſſe 
patterne and precedent ro us wofall {inners, and worſe than 
Nothing, ealily ro pardon, and patiently to paſſe by all the 
* provocations of our fellow creatures, How many blaſpbe. 
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mous mouthes are continually open againſt the Majeſtie of 
Heaven? With what damned oathes doe they teare, and re. 
crucifie the precious body of his glorified Sonne, thac firs ac 
his owne right hand? Wich what monſtrous lyes, and hate- 
full inders doe they diſgrace his Ambaſſadours, and vilifie 
his choſen ? Nay, where ſhall you finde one of thoſe, who have: 
fincerely given their names unto Chriſt, whoſe negle&ted in- 
nocency is not trampled upon with the feere of pride andcon- 
rempt; and whoſe guilrlefſe fame lyes nor bleeding under 
the mercileſſe ſtrokes of incemperate rongues? How many yes, vatagensz+ 
ſonnes and- daughters of Belialdoe horribly, and with an r*8ivs hos dixe- 
high hand prophane his Sabbaths, pollute his Sacraments, ye; ponne uba 
and turne their backes upon his Word ? How many every <5 quam homi.. 
where turne themſelves into barrels and beaſts, even into | 
ſncks ; nay, and ſomerimes into Sodomites, Hab,z, 15. by 

their ſwiniſh drunkennefſe ? How many inclofing Nimredy, 

and Machiavellian Land-lords, grinde the faces of the poore; . - | 
plucke off their ckinner, teare their fleſh, breake their bones, chop | 
them in preces as for the pot, andeate the fleſh of Gods people? In | 
a word : How many incarnate devils watke up and downe the - 

Earch with hearts and hands as full as Hell,-wich all manner = 
of miſchiefe, lewdnefE, and rebellion? And yer we ſee in the 

meane time, our gracious God beares patiently with theſe 

many and prodigious provocations. Thoughhe bee armed - | 
with his owne unreſiftable omniporency ; have everin a rea« = 
dineſſe all the Angels of Heaven,all the creatures uponEarch, 4 
all the Devills in Hell; nay, the very hands and cconſciences: 

of ſuch ſtubborne Rebels, ro be the inſtruments and execuci-- 

oners of his juſt wrarh upon their ſine : yer doth he ſweetly 

and fairely temper, and moderare his indignation, to ſee if 

the riches of his goodnefſe and forbearance, and long-ſuffe- a Me. quitibi in-- 

ring, will leade them to repentance. It Almighty God then, Jiriatur, magis 

whoſe Majzſtie,bleſſed and glorious for ever, is chiefly wron- quancibi,quibe: 

gedeven by thy a wrongs alſo, whoſe mildeneſſe and mercy *ronout dice 

is moft ſhamefully abuſed with the horrible ingraricude, .and vindicare in juri-.-- 

intolerable contempr of ſuch as hate to be reformed, bee 1% 090 cet” 

ſo wonderfully patient ; be not thou perverſe : bur —_—_ tdi Pore 

= cape - 
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heape coales of fire upon thine enemies head by kindnefle and 
love, that thou mayelt be the charitable child of thy Father 
which is.in Heaven; who ſuffers his raine tofall as well upon 
heathes and weedes, as upon flowers and fruit-trees, 

4. By harbouring hearr-burning and angry thoughts in 
thy breſt againit choſe thou arttempred ro hate ; thou wo- 
fally hardeneſt chine owne hearr,which is an unvaluable kurr, 
and deprivelt thy ſelfe all the while thou arc ſo dogged, of 
the bleſſing, benefic and comfort of all che ordinances; nor 
onely of che Sacrament of the Lords Supper, as ignorant 
people ſuppoſe, bur alſo of Prayer, hearing the Word, fing- 
ing of Pſalmes, conference, &c. 1 7 im.2. 3. atth. 5.23.24, 
Tam.1. 20, Now. what extreme madnefle is it, and Bedlam 

' craelty ro thine owne ſoule, by cheriſhing and keeping 
ware inthy boſome, ſich a baſe dunghill Viper, as revenge- 
full ſpite, rocaſt the wholz Frame of thy ſpiricuall building 

« Qudd malicia 1220 combuſtion, and ro make God thine enemie, whereby 

eu alcerinonno- thou hurtelt thy ® ſelfe incomparably more, then chou canſt 
pr eſt: ever poſſibly harme thine oppoſite? 

non nocear, fieri $5, A great deale of ſpiricuall good Þ doth by accident ac- 

BEES cages cre corthe Chriftian, by the malice of his enemies, The ra- 

; aut ideo vivit»ut ping and rayling enemies of Gods people, ferve as ſcullions 

EoraSer reritlum 10 ſCoure the, Lords Veffels of Honour ; as Shepecheards Dogs 

bonus exerczatur- TH hunt Chrilts Sheepe into order, and to purer paſtures, 


oA * 1 P A . ' - . . of - 
"0, "0 5% t. Their narrow watching over his wayes to take him trip- 


DerraQores ſunt ing and prying into all paſſages of his life,upon purpoſe to * 


ſpinz viam infer- *,. 4 gp 
ni obſtcucntis vi- diſgrace his profeſſion, ſhould mike him walke more pre- 
wy _ a _ ciſely; and ro held a concinuall countcr-watch over all his 
am o . . 
getes Domini, ne Courſes,that he give no juſt cauſe of offence,or any true matter 
m paleas luxurt OF cayill or calumniation. Whence it is that David prayerh 
ent, & p- uca grzs - . . s 3 
8a habeatt- Ipfi Pſ3l,27.1T1, Leade me in aplaine path, becauſe of mine enemies, or 
funt lime a vaſis - 
gloriz rubiginem auferentes. A filiis Dei,quaſi quodam taſorio, peccatum clationis eradunt. Vnde Gre 
or. Tdcircs laxat Dominus lirguas derraftorum in eleQos.ut fi quid in cis elatior.is furrexerir,lingua- 
detratoris eradat. Per, Qmnes mali. & amatores mundi, quaſi torcularia ſunt. Sic enimin torculatibus, 
& Uva premitur, & O'tya, ut vinum & oleum reponatur in cavea : ita pec r«(quitiam walowm homi... 
wum,qui bom & juſt ſunt, malcis rribulacionibus fatigantur, ut anime eorumranquam oleum & vinum, 
8c. Awg-tom. 1 0.pag.5 5. 2.— Confideray quod ilti, quite perſequuntur, apud Deum velut molz,ac 
-coreulatiaderutanturs Tu vero quaſi Oliva, & quaſi Uva legitima paryo tempore prefluram malorum 
hominym ſaſtine:e cogeris, 16rd, | | 
thoſe 
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thoſe which obſerve mee. 2. Their hitting him in the reech 
wich che reproach of his former ſinnes, ſhould ſerve as a re- ; 
membrancer unco him, to reviſe and renew moreeffe&ually -4 
and feelingly the great worke of his firſt repentance ; and ro ' 3 
open afreſha fountaine of penitent reares, or at leaſt ofnew 
griefe, hee can grieve no more, for thoſe particular finnes, - 
which any dogged Shimei, or {linderous Doeg brings inco his 
minde upon ſuch occaſion. For ir is the wont of ignorance 
enemies to Gods holy wajes, to chargeupon his children, 
.even with much bicrerneſſe and inſultation,the faults ard fol- 
lies of their unregenerate time. Though God Almighty hath - 
buried chem for ever in his mercy ; yer they will never fafter 
them to die outof their malice. Though the blood of Chriſt 
hath covered them everlaſtingly from the ſight of God, and - 
ſearch of Satan, yet their baſe and dunghill ſpite will ever - 
and anon rake into them againe to their diſgrace, Thus 
were Auſtin and Beza;two great Lights of the Churchin their - 
times;and ſoare many other moderne Worthies and Cham- 
pions of Chriſt, daily deal with. In which caſe learned Ag- - 
ftin ſweetly replied ro the Dozatifts upbraiding him in ſuch 
an unworthy faſhion, with the impietie and impuritie of his 
former life : Looke, faithhe, how much they blame my fault, fo «4 
much I commend and praiſe my Phyſician, And bleſſed Bez2, | 
toafellow objeQing unto him his yourhfuil Poems z T bis Hic hemo iavis 
man vexeth himſelfe, becauſe Chriſt h.th vou:bſafed me big *mibi grati- || 
Grace. And King David,- with whom I ſhould have begun; * ; 
when Shimei railed upon him, and called him murtherer ; 


And yet beſides this, I doubt nor, but upon thei occafious + 

Davids heart bled afreſh for his bloody finne : AuguF#ines, 

for his former hereſie and ſenſualitie ; Bez es, for the vanitie = 
of his youth, 3, Theirblazing abroad ſome ſpecial vilible 

{ſcandalous infirmitie of his, and yet ro which he is haled,and 

as ic were hurried by the impetuouſneſſe of ſome fudden paſ- 

ſion, or violent zempration, and which is one of His greateſt | 

griefes, and much matter ofmourning in ſecret, ſhould cauſe 

him to ſtrengthen his watch, and improve all his "——_ 

valour. -. 
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valour againlt the aſfaulrs agd inlinuations of ir. .4, Their 
.- malicious fachering upon him by falſe reports, thoſe faults he 
yer. never fel into; andyer ro which hee may be naturally 
much inclinable, ſhould furniſh him with more than ordina- 
riecare and courage, wiſedome and watchfulneſfſe, to res. 
vent the ſcandall ofany ſuch guilrineſſe, 5. Their flanderous 
laying co his charge, the things he neverdid, nor ever like to 
doe ; which is alſoan helliſh humour, and devilliſh tricke of 
prophaneueſſe againſt profeſſion, ſhould leade him co a ftrift 
inquirie into his heart and life, ro finde out ſome. other finne, 
of which, uponthar occaſion, God would have him rake 
. notice, and mortifie, It my be thou art falſely charged with 
hypocrilie ; looke chat thou be nor earthly-minded ; with 
ride, looke that thou be not paſſionate ;z with worldlineſſe,. 
ooke that thou benot luke-warme, 8c, | 

Thus have I ſomewhat inlighened, and infifted longer 
upon this point,purpoſely roſtirre upand quicken the ſpirits 
ofall Gods peofhke, roa fruitfull conſtant exerciſe of Chriſti» 
ancharirie, and bountie towards their poore brethren : to be 
aſwell plentifull in workes of mercy, as preciſe in duties of 
pierie : ( God loves mercy as wellas ſacrifice ; nay, in ſome 
caſes, he preferres the orher before this ) to be ſo much more 
mindefull and apprehenſive of all opportunities, for a ſincere. 
. diſcharge of this much urged and honoured Cutie as the 
wicked are malicious, aud Phariſees forward, to charge upon 
them the contrarie. 

For you know that carnall men are extremely greedy of 
caſting aſperſions and diſgraces upon the.innocencie of re- . 
ligious Profefſours. No excellencie of parts, fingularitie of 
worth, eminencie of zeale, height of holineſſe, integritie and 
puritie of life, can poſſibly priviledge th beſt man that ever 
breathed the life of grace in the boſome of the Church ; from 
the-ſconrge of ſixnes, The onely Worthies upon earth, of 
whom the world was not worthy, were vexed wich cruell 
mockings : Pax), that precious Pillar of Gods Church, was 
called, A peſtilent fellow : nay, Chrift Teſas himſelfe, in 
whom the fienefſe of the Godhead awelt bodily, was ſaid to 
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have a Dezvill. And no marvell chongh they deale thus wich 
his Children, thacdaily blaſphem2 che mighty Lord-of hea _ .* 
verarid earth, bleſſed forever. Daily experience trafts them 9, um & 
in five peſtilenr pafſiges this way : Ic is there wonr, with Dei detrahune, & -- 
all cheir cunning, and upon all occaſions, 1. To leſſen, dif- ven 8 
grace and difparage all they can, the graces, worth, and poſſunr, fanam 
good parts of good men. 2. To report true things malici- q,,cr.cim iptun | 
ouſly; and upon purpoſe to bring them inco hatred and dif- Pun & Domi- 
eſtimation ; ſo Doeg / wr wich David. 3. To charge upon ae blatphemare | 
them, wich much creduliry and confidence, things they ne- 26 COlens B08 
verdid,” never knew, never thought upon, or dreamed upon. quia ooo Tue: 
4. With whoriſh foreheads, and very impudency of hell, 7m volunearem | 
ro faſten upon them by ſlanderous impuration, thoſe ſinnes juicio A 
and vices, in the contrary graces and vercues whereof, they Au-Fp-r 36. | 
are many times very eminent - and remarkable. Elijzb was , n,. q 
{landered to bea troubler ofthe State ; whereas in truth, hee 
was:the ſtrongeſt Pillarof che kingdome, the' very chariots Reg. 2. 12. 
and horſemen of Iſrael. 5.” Nay, and which is yet more, to fa- 
ther upon them thoſe faults, wherein themſelves, hatefall 
hypocrites ! are grofly. and notoriouſly guilty, Tertullus tels $vc92785 39 729 
Pelixs. that Paw! was a very plague: for fo is the Originall:** n OO 
whereas not onely Paul was one of the beſt men npon earth; 7" 
bur alſo himſelfe, a curſed cur-rhroate of all poodnefle; and. 
furtous oppofite to the glorious Goſpell. His lewd Miſtrifſe * 
charged Tofeph with an aſſault upon her chaſticie; whereas - 
not onely he was moſt free rhat way, bur alſo her ſelfe notc= 
rionfly naught. Abab (called Elijah, a troubler of Iſrael, 
whereas not onely rhat blefſ:d Propher,was the very ſtrength 
of that Srate; but alſo himſelfe, by his abominable coverons 
Idolatrous villanies, brought confuſtonand miſery nponrhe 
whole kingdome, | 

Now our of this cunning malicious humour, carnall men - 
lyeat the catch, and are molt eager to apprehend any ſhadow 


of occaſion, or rather then faile, ro make marter in their 


 owne ſpitefull braines, or take icup from the lying oracle of 


fome frothy Ale-bench,; whereby to ſtaine the honour of Pro- 


ifion, with the unworthicſt impucarions of coverouſneſle, 
| | | | hard=-. 
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bard-hearrednefſe, unmercitulnefe, whereas themſelves, 
meere men of this world, areas coverous as their skinne will 
hold ;faft nailed and glued unto the earth; neyer in their life 
lift upa joyfull thought rowards heaven, neirher dare thinke 
ſeriorſly upon the world to come, without a great deale of 
{laviſh fadnefle and fecret terrour. Andiin their graſping of 
worldly goods, they care not a button for conſcience, make 

_ noaccount at all of that molt certaine rift account at Gods 
dreadfull Tribunall : but onely how to carrie matters 
ſmoothly and plauſibly in the eyes of men, and daube over 
their unjuſt dealings, wich cloſe conveyances, and rrickes 
of wit. 

I goe not about here to Apologize for any uncharitable 
counterfeirs, or thoſe mott odious outſide-Chriſtians, who 
put on the glory of an Angell in outward profeſſion, thar 
they may play the devills more unobſervedly, in Uſarious 
praiſes, oppreſlions, and unconſcionable griping ; weare a 
cloake ofzeale,in conformitie to the externall tormes of obe- 
dience of the firſt Table,upon purpoſe to cover their crueltie 
and inhumanitie, in under-mining and over-reaching heir 
brethren,and to prey the more inviſibly upon the fimplicitie 
of thoſe whbm they deceive by Seeming. 

But yet Imuſt tell you, that many times, even ſome of 
Gods owne beſt children are fall falſely and foully charged, 
by foulemouthed worldlings themſelves, wich worldlineſſe, 
covetoutſneſſe, and impatations of that nature ; who by Gods | 

mercy, are ſo farre from doting upon carth, and the fadin 
glory thereof, that in their retired and adviſed thoughts, 
they wonld not loſe the love, and light of Gods counte- 
nance, and teſtimonie of a good conſcience, to winne the 
whole world : they would nor exchange their comforts of 
godlineſſe, andintereſt in a Crowne of life, for ten thouſand 
worlds, were they all turned into one invaluable Pearle : 
They feele themſelves incomparably more comforted and 
kindely refreſhed ar the heart roote, with one thought of 
heaven, and chat endlefſejoyfull rc above, through all eter- 
Hitie,then wich a world of carchly contemplarions, chough 
all 
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all compoſed of gold, pleaſures, poſſzilions, honours, Dia- 


dems, and all the glorious and moſt defireable treaſures un-' 


der the Sunne. And who in reſpe&t of any unconſ{cionable- 
_ neſſe, wrongs, injuſtice, or wicked __ of getting, mighr 
wich finceritie of heart, proportionably to their ſtates and 


callings, take up Sammels proreſtation : Bebold, here I am, « $w.1 2.3. 


witneſſe againſt me before the Lord, and before bis Anointed ? 
Whoſe Oxe bave I taken ? or whoſe Aſſe bave T taken ? or whom 
bave T defranded ? whone have I opppreſſed?or of whoſe bend have 
Ireceived any bribe, to blinde my eyes therewith ? and I will re-. 
ftoreit, And ſincere thoughts, reſolutions, and proteſtations 
co this purpoſe, are cleere evidences of uncarthly minded- 
nefſe. Bleſſed Fob doth pregnantly illuſtrace this poine: His 


owne friend chargeth him wich inbumanity, coverouſnefle, | 


and cruelty;zand thereupon inferreth thar Gods afliting hand 
was heavy upen him : How much more thinke you, would 
the cbildren of fooles, and cbildren 'of villaines, vikr than the 
earth, of whom he elſe where complaines, vexe him{lande- 
rouſly ? Ts not thy wickedneſſe great ? laith Eliphaz, Fob 22.5 Kc. 
and thine iniquities infinite ? For thew haſt taken a pledge from 
thy brother for naught, and ſtripped the naked of their cloatbing, 
Thou haft tot given water to the weary to drinks, and thou haſt 
with-bolden bread from! the bungry. = T hou haſt ſent widowes 
away empty, and the armes of the fatherleſſe bave beene broken. 
Therefore ſnares are round about thee, and ſudden feare trou- 
bleth thee. Whereas, indeed and truth, righteous Job was righe 
nobly minded, tender-hearted, chariable, - bountiful ; as ap-, 
pearesby his confident conteſtation to the contrary, Job 31. 
I6, &c, If I have witbheld the poore from their defire, or have 
cauſed the eye of the widonr to faile : or bawe eaten my neorſell. my- 
ſelfe alone, and the fatherleſſe bath not eaten thereof : If I haye. 
ſeene "any periſ for want of chathing, or any poore without cave=- 
ring : If bis loynes have net blefſed me, and. if hee were nat ware; 


med with the fleece of my Sheepe : if T bave lift up my band agginſt 
the fatherlefſe, when I ſaw my __ 7 the gate, then let my arme 


fall from my * ſhoglder-blade, a 


6& 


my arme be luoken from. the 
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Thus many times an impuration- of worldlineſſe, hard-. 
hearrednefſe, unhoſpiralirie,” &c. is Jaid upon Gods chil- 
dren, wichour all canſe; rrath, or conſcience ; .occaſiuned, as 
T canceive ( for I defire to diſcover unto you a depth of 
| Satans'malice in this point ) partly from the parties accu- 
| = pk ſl:ndering ; parcly from che parcies accuſed. andlan-.. 


Occafions miniftred by prophane men, are ſach as theſe :.. 
- x. Firſt, They many times, when they finde their confeia 
| ences diſquieted, their former courſes controuled, their 
| carnall humours crofſed and contradifted, and themſelves 
much diſeaſedand diſturbed in the ſecurefufl urfuir of their. 
ſenſuall pleaſttres, by rhe ſearching Lower of conſcionable 
Miniſterie :or when they plainely ſee that cheir unzealouf-. 
neſſe, lakewarmnefle, and forwalitie in Religion, is cenſured - 
and! condemned by the forwardnefſe, and zealous carriage 
3 and converſirion of the 'Saints, they ſeeke by all meanes, 
3 and labonr might and maine, ro be meere with thoſe Mini- 
| ſers which ſo vexe them with their fairhfull Preaching ; and 
| thoſe godly Chriftians, which filently-diſgrace them with 
| their gracious life and zealdus exerciſe of Chriſtianity, And 
cferetiee fith mivy rimes, by Gods. goodneſſe, they cannot. 
finde#ny viſible or conſpicuous marter or 'miſcarriage, to. 
charge them wirh any 4 cn the Saints lie nor .in graſſe 
and notorious fmnes,fuch as are ſwearing, drunkenneſke, ly-.. 
; tincleanneſſe, Sabbath-breaking, idfeneſſe, the vanities 
A \povdfellowſhip, &c. as themſclvesare wort; erfors 
Ifay, they audacioufly dive into their hearts with unhal-' 
| lowed cenſures, and lay unto their charges thoſe invilible er- 
I rovrs, which none can ſee bur Gods All feing Eye;and from 
| : which'they cannor becleered and act uit bug onely by their 
owne confeiences; and his hlgheff Tri naſt. $othie they 
rake oder that ſuch imputations, though Foundefl and 
falfe ; yet ſhall be fure to cleave ro the good name of Gods 
Childten as certainely without redrefſe or remedy, as. they 
wereteviſed withour'trarh or charitie. Wee may ſee this: 


cleerely in the preſent point, and the ſlander of pon, 
wn: fe IE which 
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which isalſo the ordinary Dorcion CL — - ; 


the world. When prophane oppoſites unto grace pry curi- 
ouſly 'into all the wayes-of Gods -Childey«and can Ede no- 


:thing ſo faulty.in his aurwar, cariages- or - reproveable -in. 


the ordinarie courſe of his life, as they expect and defire 
yer, leſt rhey ſhould nor ſhew-rhemſelves rhe right children 
of Saran, the Accuſer of the Brethren, they will be medling 
one way or other.;. they will be-nibling ar- his good name 
with ſome fuch ſpeches as theſe : -Well, well, rhough hee be 
an excellent Pulpit man, or a forward Profefſour, yet is hee 
not ſo, andſo? isnot-heas well given unto, and greedyof 
the worldag other men? when they heare other men com- 
mend his ;zeale and forwardnefle in Profeſſion, theſe will be 
caſting our ach. malicious doubtsas theſe ;Goe roo, my ma«' 
ſters, Tfearg me all 1snotgold thar glifters.: Now how is it 
poſlible; or by. what. outward witneſſes or compurgators 
may the: Chriſtiancleere and diſcharge himlſelfe of the impu« 
tations. of worlelineſſe and hypocrifie ; fich the onelyes in 
the greedy affe tions of the; winde, and: che-orher lurkes in' 
the hidden. corners of qhe heart * The puricle and ſecrers of 
which, none: cantruely ſee. and cenſure, but the Searcher of 
all hearts, Werea man accuſed of Adultery, Drunkenneffe; 
or ſich vilible.aptariouſacſſe, there might bemeanes found: 
for the manifeſtation. of his tunocencie,by anexa&t ſcanning 
of time, place, and other circumftances. Bur this'is the ma- 
licions and peltilenc policies of Satan and hivagents, when' 
they ſee that the Saints, by the mercies of God, are free from” 
thoſe groſelinnes and notorious corruptions, which ordina«? 
rily raigne io the children of darkenefle; rhey ſpitefally and 
cunningly lay unto rheir charge, impurarion of ſuch nature; 
from the which, -though rhey be free, they cannot free 
themſelves; and- crhough they be cleere, yet by reaſon of 
the malice of men, «nd invitblenefſe of the matter, iewill' 


neves ſdappears3umill the brightaefſeof Chriſts comming' 


briags forth their righteouſneſſeas the light, and heir jadge- 

ment, as the:ngone-dayz and of whichchey have none-o- 

cher. ground-in the world but this, a— — as 
Sap 2 Þt 4 2 uc 


” I. - 4 


Generall dircions for 4 


"*"M 


ſuch. For pur a prophane woridling- to prove the ſlander 
of worldlineſſe and bypocrifie, which he purs upon the Chris 
ſian, and bee will deabte ro give yoa neither probable rea-« 
fon, nor wiſe-word to the purpoſe. And no marvell ; for 
ler the, matter come to examining z and hee ſhall finde, thac 
man which hee ſo miſcenſures, ro be both faickfull cowards 
God, and conſcionable towards man in all his wayes : Nor 
onely innocent from oppreſſion, corruption, wrongfull dea- 
ling, andall unlawfull waycs of getting ; but alſo ina ſpe- 
aſl manner, wich a moſt compaſſionate tendernefſe and 
love, right dearely affeQted-ro every true-hearted Nathaneel ; 
and the whole houſhold of faich; ( which no unregene- 
rate man can poſlibly be; and which-is the truefſt and no- 
bleſt ifſae of ſanftified charitie.) Nay, and beſides, nor 
any wayes wanting (though itftand not with the policy of 
prophaneneſſe roacknowledge it ) in other charicable paſ- 
ſages with ſpirituall diſcretion, to any truely diſtreſſed and 
miſerable. And therefore there is no ground in the world 
lefe for ſuch graceleſle lyes bur onely this : Carnall world- 
lings carve conditions to other men, out of the crookednefie 
ef their owne nature zand cunningly put on the policie of 
Cuepurſes ; who in throngsat Faires and Markers, call upon 
others to beware of Cutpurſes, that-rhemſelves being truely 
fo, may wich lefſe ſufpition and obſervation, dive into the- 
pockers and purſes of true men. Many there-are, who being. 
themſelves truely worldly, and hypocrites indeede, call Chri-- 
Kijans (c; that the mazke of rheir villanous hypocrifies may 
be lefſe marked ; and themſelves roote in carchlinefle, un- - 


rill chey reach the very bottome of hell, and'no man x<gard: 
them 


pretend 


' conifortable 'walking with God. 


pretend friendſhip, when he purpoſes to deale likea Turke : 
In a word, to plotand praftiſe any lewde. device or conſci<. 
exicelefſecourſe, for his advantage -and rifing ; I doe not fee 
how ſuch a fellowin theſe griping dayes and times of con- 
* fuſion, ſhould eſcape wealth, preferment, and reſpe&in the 
world. And as ir is calte forfellowes of ſuch ill conſcience 
torhrive, and wicked men cogrow wealthy : ſo me-thinkes 
it isno great matter forfuch ro make ſometimes very goodly 


| ſhowes to the world of bountifulneſſe, and liberall profi- 


fions in feaſts, entercainements.and larger dole to the poore, 
out of their ſuperfluiries, and heapes of ill-gotten Byr 
herein ( chough it be well, that ſuch goods doe pood unto 
ſome ) they are like unco theeves, who having robbed ſome 
-rich Merchant, and taken hundreds from him, doe ſcatrer 
hereand there by the way, ſome ſmall peeces of filver to the 
re. But this is a very poore mends for their mercileſ 
loodſked and lawlefſe ies: This is, as they ſay, to- 
robbe Peter; tor doath Paul, Thus many great men Gs 
great houſes zand chat is well: iris fir, Greatnefſefhould 
accompanied wich frankenefſe: bur alas, rhey grinde the fa- 
. ces of the poore, andeate the fleſh of Godspeople,to uphold 
their hoſpiralicy, -So ſome Miniſters heape living upon H- 
* ving, tharſo they may be enabled and furniſhed ro purchaſe 
a great name by keeping a great houſe, bur alas, they main- 
ins their port and eſtate with the price of the precious 
blood of foules, and feede rhe y humour of their-Pha« 
rifaicall good-fellowſhip, with che fearefull Gangreeneof ſpi- 
rituall bloodſhed. So others maybe ſometimes good une 
the poore, and bountifull, as they fay, in cheir owne houſes: 
bur alas they marreall their almes-giving, by unlawfull ger» 
ting zandturne that, which of it ſelfe is one of thoſe 


ces with which God is highlypleaſed, into * abominarlbn * By yy 


and ſinaneunro themſelves.  Agoodly marrer, ſure, to ſcacrer 
here and there, nowand then, ſome few drops of charitable 
devotions ; whereas they have many huge and headlong * 


. 
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*orrents of gaine and goods comming in dayly ; by oppref- 
hon, violence: mercilefls -incloſire, -deruring widdowes 


T 3 houſes, 
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; houſes, ſelling the poore for old fhooes,rackings, inhanfings, Z 


 gripings, uſuries,: 1mmoderate takings, &c. 


| 3. Thirdly, Prophane bypocrites are commonly Pharifate 
call in their almes-giving; affeQ and parſue obſervation, fin--. 
gularicie, yaine-gtorious oftentation In their-contributions. 


of charicie. Their fore-fathers the Phariſes, whenthey gave 
theiralmes, made a Trumpet to be founded before: them. So 


theſe followes, their followers, and fucceeding Aﬀors upon: 
the ſame Stage of hypocrite, left their good deedes ſhould. 
die in their diſtribution, and be obſcurely buried in the bellies: 
of the poore, they alſo get unco. themſelves a kinde of- 


tale-bearing Trumpeters roo. They _— thoſe. 
opportunicies, and finglte-out ſuch objefts of their commitle-. 


ration, and charitable devotions, whereby they may ſoo-. 


neſts .and moſt compendioufly purchaſe a name of being 
good to the poore, and have their bountifull: diſpofition. 


blazed abroad, with moſt circumſtances, beft advantages, 


and partiall enlargements.: And thus ir is-2 very eaſfie thing. 
for a Phariſe ro be famous in this kinde: for fith he gives 
more for commendation, than for conſcience ; farre more for 
praiſe amongſt men, than out ofa trne-kearted. compaſſion ta 


the party ; he dares diſpence with a good conſcience, .and 
take liberty unto himfelfe ro. place-his good: rurnes there, . 


where there is beſt _ of being moſt ſpoke of, a 
greateſt hope of. t 
miration. So that ſuch an one ordinarily in his open-hearted- 


eſſe, and charitable diftributions, hath a ſpeciall eye and in- 


clination to thoſe that flatter himro his face and are like to 
prove the lowdeſt Trampets of his: bountifulneſſe abroad 
where they come. And he is ſo farrefroma right and feaſon- 
_ ableapprehenfion ofdue circumſtances, difference of parties, 

and thoſe ſpiricuall.difſcretions, obſesveableand neceſſary. in 
fach Chriſtian exerciſes of love, and fromthe praftiſe ofthe 


Apoſtles precept, Gal.6.10, Doe good ants all men, but efpciall 


20-them which are- of the beuſpold of F aitb : that he would rather 


afford his pelping hand torthereliefe aud raifing up of a de- 


caged goodfcllowythan of a diftreſfſed Chriftian. .. 


richeſt: returne of applauſe and ad- 


4. Fourthly, . 


UMI 


: comfortable walking. with God. 


4- Fourthly, though carnall men be fo- coverous, and. 
hold-faſt of earthly contentmenrs and they would rather- 
loſe their precious. ſoules everlalingly, than leave them : 
yer- if ir mightbe, if they. were, poſſibly compatible, rhey 
would give any thing. inthe world ;; both to ſerve-and fatiſ- 
fie themſelves in the wayes of vanity, and after to fave their 
ſoules in the day of wrath.; both to partake of the pleaſures 
ofthe-preſent, and to'be ſecured fromthe vengeancethat is 
to come, What wonld nor. the great, Ones of the world 
give, to purchaſe two Heavens; one here, andanother inthe 
ocher world ? what would not ſenſual, worldlings part 
with to redeeme their finnes, it rhey might have a diſpenſa- 
tion to continue in finne? To live the lite of vanitic and luſt, 
and afcer to die the deach ofthe Righteous, and to receive 
their Crowne? In ſuch caſes in their ſober conſidera tions(fo 
that their preſent temporall happineſſe ſuſtaine no hazard, or 
diminurion , nor the delights of their ſweet ſinne, any di- 
urbance) they would noc ſtand upon any worldly good, 
though ir were 4 thouſand .Rammes, or ten. thouſand Rivers of 
Oyle : Nay, they would give their firi#-borne for their tranſ- 
' greſſions; even the fruites of their bodies, for the ſinne of their 
ſexes... Many there are which way be eafily perſwaded, and 
can well finde in their hearts, to give any thing towards the 
© ſervice of God, andſalvatien of their ſoules ; fave themſelves; 
I meane, their hearts and affetions, which the world and 
their darling-pleaſures have principally poſſeſt, Hence now 
it is, that many rich.Ones and men of the world, being other- 
wiſe very guilty, and obnoxious in many reſpetts, are very 
willing and well content .many times to contribute bounti- 
fully ro good uſes, and ro make good ſhew of liberalitie- to- 
wards the poore; that thereby lefle norice may be raken of 
their other notoriouſbeſſe; and with ſome kinde of hope, foto 
cover and conceale many grofſe corrnprions from the wrath 
of Gad, and the worlds cenſure. For I know nothow there 
isan imbred opinion and conceit ſeated in the hearrs of na- 
curall men and Papiſts, that almef-deeds, and fuch workes of 
. <haritic make amends for other Pb though _ 
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and ſcandalous ; and be pleaſing ro Almighty God; though 
rhe parties from whence they procced, be polled with ſecrer 
impuritiesandraigning finnes, Sich therefore they perfwade 
rheir hearts, that charitable dzvotions and diftributions have 
tome power, as it were, fomewhar to appeaſe divine wrath, 
andro fasrifie for other finfull exorbicancies and aberrations ; 
and ſee plainely that iris the moſt compendions way ro pur- 
chaſe a greatdeale of credit in theſe cold atd compaſſionleſſe 
times; and the onely obje& ro diverc the eyes of the greater 
from the obſervation of their other faulrs : I ſay therefore, 
they open their hearts the more liberally, and enlarge their 
bowels to greater bountifalneſſe ; which- otherwiſe their co- 
vetouſnefſe wonld. keepe.ſhur. Thus, many, to diminiſh the 
horrour and markeableneſe of their - unmortified luſts and 
open lewdneffe, exerciſe a goodart withouta good hearr. 

Occafionsfrom the parties flandered, are ſuch as theſe : 

1. Chriſtians, of all men in the world, are rhe fpeciall 
warkes and ordinary obje&s,upon which are diſcharged and- 
exerciſed all kindes of malice and miſchiefe : nor onely the . 
empoylſoned arrowes of ſpitefull congues, the ſword of Ty 
rants, the flames of crueltie ; but alſo many leffer and leſſe- 
marke vexations,and wrongs,oppreſſions & mercileſnefle, and - 
many unconſcionable uſages. Prophane men being ſeated - 
in high roomes, or beſorted withthe worlds favours and flat- - 
reries, doe many tim?s, ont of their pride and malice, very 
contemptuauſlyrowle downe as from alofr, indigniries, in- 


folencies, many hardand heavie inhumanicies, and injuſtices - 


npon Gods Children, as a number of negle&ed underlings. . 
So thar as the Propher ſpeakes ; Hee that refraineth from - 
evill, makgth himfelfe a prey, Hee that. by the mercies of - 
Godbreakes our of the bounds of Satan, intothe bleſſings. 

and blefſed eftate of grace, ſhall for ever after, not onely. be 
furiouſly. perſecuted by the rage of hell, and malice ofpro- 
phaneneſſe; bur alſo lie more open to the inſulrations,wrongs, 
and opprnns of his adverſaries, and treacherous infnuati- 
ons offalfe friends. Sich therefore Chriſthns,by reaſon of their 
paticnce,. the worlds. difcountenance, difaffe&ion of great - - 


Oneg, . 
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Ones, their owne reſolute difallowanee 6f all indire&courſes, 
of any baſe, and unconſciotiable advaritage, are many rimes 
mightily hackr upon, and oppreſtby the greedy policies, ex- 
Pilations, and encroaghments of boyſtzrous worldliogs,and 
cauſelefſe oppotttes: and not onely fo, bur fomerimes alſo 
cunningly, and inſenſibly preyed upon even by profeſt 
friends: ( Forthere are a kinde of-men, which purting oft 


for the rime,; _ glory of an —_— mixe OO with - 

Gods people, and preſſe into their company, onely b=cauſe | 

| fea nd finde them tobe ſuch, as Gom whom, by reaſon 
of the ſinglenefſe and fimplicicy of their hearts, the unſuſpi-- 


they 
ciouſnefſe ofrheir charity, the equity and confcionablenefſe 


oftheir dealing, in theſe cozening, ſapplanriog, andunder--- 


mining dayes, they may the moft fairely and eafily ſacke our 


the ms) I fay therefore, ſich Gods children- 
th to the wrongs of open. enemies, and'. 


are moſt ſabje&t bo 
fapplantation of ſeeming friends;they are many rimes nor fo 
enabled in outward things, orſtrong in- their worldly ſtate, 


to. make ſacha flouriſh in diſperſing their ſuperfluities, as - 
thoſe men which get without conſcience, and disburſe with- - 


out ſpirituall diſcretion. 
2. A Chriſtian dare not for his life fo farre enlarge his 
conſcience, to gaine by any unwarrantable meanes, or un- 


conſcionable courſe, as oppreſſion, corruption, cozening, - 


violence, lying, unjuſt dealing, &c. and therefore in rhis 


griping,and greedy age, in rhe higheſt noontide of iniqui- - 


rie, or rather darkeſt 'midnighr of the workes ofdarkenefſ= 
'C though ontward want. be infinicely countervailed with in- 


ward comforr ) hedoth not commonly come to that exceſle, .. 


and ſuperfluitie of temporal! things, which many rimes 
worldlings with wider conſciences, eaſily and immeaſurably 


ingroſſe. The largeſt conſciences in theſe laſtand worſt dayes, 


are the onely deyourers, and ſwallowers downe of worldly 
wealth. A religious refolation'to fave a mans-ſoule (mores 
the pitrie ! ) is many times a notable curbe ro keepe him from 
growing rich, and into reputation with the world. Gods 
bleſſingseven in-tempoxall rhing 


$'Ldeny nor, are ſomerimes -- 
very-/ 


.Gcac!: 25+ 


. © King: chap 22* 


. 7 Sams 20, 31,3-2+ 


CC —_ 


Generall drxections for 4 


ver) plentifully upon the right owners, Gods owne children; 
. and both heavenly andearthly happinefſe have beene wrea- 


thed together by the mercifull. hand of God, and ſet upon 
their heads:-but..if wee looke. upon the common courſes 
holden.in the world that way ; and -in all forecaſt of carnall 
reaſon, he islikelieſt ro grow rich, andriſe, who isreſolved to 
damae his foule. In oxdinary conceit of prophane. policie, 
and apprehenſions of worldly wiſedome, .Tsſeph miſt a grear 
deale of earthly. contentment, and in a preciſe humour pur 
fromhim much poſlibilicy of preferment, by nor yeelding to 
the. impure ſolicitations of his wanton Miſtris. 21ichazab, 
innot jumping with the foure hundred falſe prophers,in their 
lying flattery to pleaſe the rwo Kings : Fonatban, in nor joy- 
ning with his father Sai, for the prevention and confulion 
of David. Had a-ſenſuall worldiing beene-ia Foſephs.caſe, 


.an unſanQified Miniſter. in dichaiabs, and ambirious .Abſo- 


lom in Jonathang,  aſſuredly they had all yeelded to the ſe- 
verall tentations. The conſcience of an unregenerate man 
will-marvellovſly ſtretch ir ſelte, and -_ out yer large di- 
ſpenſations, eſpecially when any. ſpeciall glory, profitor plea- 
| _ ofthe old is panic ns | ſlibilivie, I was fo in all 
ages, and at this day many a good man, many times, of grear 
ſpirit, worth, and underſtanding, fits obſcurely in a very 
lowroome,and is kept under in meane <ſtate by the worlds 


_ oppreſſions, becauſe hee-darenor diſpleaſe God, or enlarge 


bis conſcience proportionably to the vaſt gulte of the times 
corruptions. This isthe very true reaſon why folly is ſer in 
ſo great excellency, and fincericie feared inthe low place : 
why ſo many ſervants are on horſe-backe, and ſo many 
Princes walking as ſervants on the ground. Sith therefore the 
Chriſtian is happily rcſtcained by the checks and tenderneſſe 
of a good conſcience, from all unwarcantable meanes, and 
unconſcionable courles of getting ; though his bowells bee 
moſt compaſſionate, his heart heared with true charitie, and 
his defires enlarged trodoe good unto all, and all the good he 
can ; yet he is many times kepr ſhorr, by reaſon ot his ſhore 


Piceance, fromrhoſe outward reall expreſſions, and effefts of 


 charitie, 


comfortable-walking with God. 


charicie, co which his cender-hearred zealous aff:Rion is in- 
wardly, truely inflamed ; andfrom thoſe more bounrifull ef-- 
fafions and liberaliries, which rich worldlings way, out of: 
_ thetythe, nay, the thouſandch part of their ill-gorten goods, .. 
plencifully performe. . 

3.. Thirdly, Chriitians know themſelves bound in con-: 
fcience ro a carcfull proviſion for their Families ; ro dili- 
gence, and faithfulnefſe in their callings ;fromall unnecefſa- 
rie expences, and the prodigall effulions of good-fellowſhip, 
from ambitious affefkion of applauſe, and vaine-glory, by 
Pharifaicall oſtentations: and therefore to the greedy obſer... 
vation of carnall eyes, and undiſceining ſpirits of unrege.- 
neration, which want no malice to miſtake, or cunning, 
ro a.” x50 ſhadow or ſhew of any ſeeming advan-. 
tage for thediſgrace of good men ; they ſeeme, and are mif- 
cenſured to hold upon the world, to feede upon: earthly-. 
mindednefle, not to be. ſo open-hearted, good-natur'd,and. 
charirably affe&ed, as other good-fellowes, as they call chem, 
which make no ſuch profeſſion of purity, and preciſeneſle. 
Andthis miſconceit of Gods children is made more paſſa-. 
ble, by the prophane plauſibleneſſe of vaine-glorious world- 
lings. Ic is ſooner, and more eafily entertained ; becauſe un- 
conſcionable men take any compendious courſe of growing 
rich ; which their covetous:bumourſuggefts unto them ; and - 
by allowance and exerciſe. of unlawfull meanes of getting, -. 
bring in many times great ftore of weakh with much cafe , 
and therefore neede not royle fo in their tradesand follow rhe 
bufineſles of their proper callings witch ſach attentionand ex- 
2Rnefle. And ifatany time they reſolve to be more. bovn- 
tifall' and liberall, they commonly make choyſe of: thoſe 
times, places, perſons,and other circumſtances, whereby (as 
they chinke ) their good natures may be moſt noted, and theix | 
—_—_ greateſt for extraordinarie-kindnelle and good- 
kllowſhip. 3 | | 
. 4+ TheChriftian doth encline, and enlarge the bowels of - 
his ſpeciall compaſſion towards the neceſſities of rhe Saints, 
and conveyes the nobleft ifſues, and <ffeQs. of his efſages : 
| . "* CRAIJILE, --, 


- | -C reenhem . 


OO oniward-gift of ftirenyth; of fpeeech, or of & 
ties in +. nM 


ine we info true. Religion, kt bim be boneft and*boh in conruerſatinn, ” 
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charirie, into the boſome of Gods childe- And indeede hee 
is ſo preſt by the Commandemetit ; Doe god wnto' all men, 

but ehecialy unto themwho are of the. bouſbold of Faith. And' 
there was never more neede-: For howſoever worldlings may 
be bountifull one to another, and exerciſe 'many mutuall of- 
ficesof kindneſſe and-carnall love amongſt themſelves ; yer 


- for the moſt -part;they are very uncompaſlionate, ſtraite-laced 


and hard-hearted rowatd diftreſſed Chriſtians. Nay, ordi-' 


' narily, they are rathes ready to combine and canrribure their 
: malices, policies and purſes, tothrow themdowne lower in- | 
-,to' ourward 


watt and miſery; then to put to their helpin 

' hands for theirrecovery,comforrt, and enlargement; thoug 
it were in their ſefferinps for Gods cauſe, and teſtimony of 
a'good conſcience. So that, as Chriſtians diftrefſes are rhe 
. principall objc& ofthe Chriftians compaſſion and bountie:: 
-80 worldlings are onely heartily kinde and open-hearted ro 
the men of rhe World. Now, that you may rightly under- 
and the point, you muſt conceive, that the deedes and 
commendable pz rts of an unregenerate-man, are ever carried 
zroufly and with greater noiſe, are everentertained 
of the World with a farre more generall applauſeand notice, 
then the godly ations and divine Graces of: Gods children. 
T be World deales withmen in this caſe, faith a worthy Divine, 
a it dealer with Witches and Phyſitians, the Witch;though ſhee 
faile in 1wenty things, yet if ſhe doe ſome one thing aright, though 
| # be bnt ſmall, the world hvueth, and commendeth fir a 
goed aud wiſe woman, But the Phyſitian, if be worke ſixe bun- 
ted cures ; yet if, through tbe waywardntſſe of .Þis Patient, or 


for the puni of bis Patients finne, hee files but in one, that 
one fail doth more turne to hu diſeredit, then his manifold, - 


$u and notable cares doi get bimpraiſe, In this manner, ſaith 
e, doth the' world deale with men : If a wldy mae have but a 
relihefſe, bee ſhall by 

eatly praiſed, and connted a goodly man, though be be an Tde- 


— one goed gift 3 the later, or 4 propbane perſmn; and though he ſwim and flow over in 
- 76 re olt ranner works But kt the childe of God be traely 2:2lowy in 


es 
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if there be but one infirmitic in kim, or if bee bave through weake- 
neſſe fallen. into ſome one ſinne, that ——_—_— amſe which hce 
ftriveth, or that one ſinne, for which be grieve bal drowne all the 
Graces of God -in kim, be they never ſo great, and the World will 
account bim a moſt wicked man. Ic is juftfo in this particular: 
A. prophanequan many times by ſome one fpeciall markeable 
a& of bauntie andcontriburion, orfor ſome few ſeafonable 
oſtentations of good fellowſhip, and kinde nature, gers 
the ſtart and precedency in opinion and reputation /in the 
World, from many a gracious Chriſtian ; who beares in his 
boſome. a conflaat habituall cender-bearredneſie ro all true 
neceſſities, and as occaſion ſhall exaQ, opens his heart, his 
hands, and his houſe moſt joyfully and compaſſonately, ro 


refreſh and comfort the needie cxigents of. any true hearted - 


Nathaned. And the Worldling doth the rather and more eaſily 


earrie it, becauſe inthe diſperſing of his doles and largeſſRs, | 


he many times makes choyle of ſach tale-bearing Tramper= 


rers, who knowing his Pharifaicall kumour, axe likelicſt co 


blaze. his bounty moſt. abroad in the World ; whereas the 
Chriſtian ſingles out ſpecially for ſuck purpoſes the diftrefied 
Saints,from whom hee expeRts no more hur a ſecretand filenc 
COTS in their hearrs, for his goodnefle conveyed 
uato them by-ſach an Inſtrument. _ | 
Thus T have diſcovered uato youa myfterie of Satans mas 
lice, and the cngning deſpitefulnefſe'of propbane men, who 
Jabour many cimes out of pure malice, and wilfull miftakinge, 


ro faſten upon Gods children, impurations of worldlineiſe, - 


bard-heartedneſfle, cruell dealiog, and ſachlike. . | 


The: occaſions, as I have largely rold.you, are fach an . 


theſe. | 

Vpon-the Worldlings part : Oe 

_ 4+. His hearcy defire ro diſgrace Chriftiant, whom,: ſich 
by the Grace of God, hee findes free from open grolle (innes, 
preſencly growes to fuch- ſpeeches as theſe: Why, but are 


nor ſuch and ſuch given tothe world, as well azother men? | 


2. Hee dare enlarge his conſcience tocourſes ofuolawſull : 
: getuog; ; 


_—— 
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- gerting ;and therefore ir is more eaſie for him to open his 


hand now and then tro ſome boyſterous flouriſhes of liberal- 
mindednefſe , eſpecially ſith thereby he hopes to repaire his 
reputation for hisbtherindireAtions. © EN vg tv | 
' 3, Hel commonly*Pharifaica!l in an' ambirious exercile, 
and more publike a&ing of his deedes ofcharitie ; and there- 
fore whatſoever hee doth that way, isfor che molt part car- 
ried abroad with ſpeciall and remarkeable noyſe and no- 
tice, IN THI? 5 803457, of] ain WAL Qi) 14s. DE. 
4; Hee would gladly HH the crying of his guilty conſei- 
ence; and-ſeeme to himſe}fe ro redeeme the finnes ofhis ſoule, 
by a more bountifull disburſement of outward things. - 
Vpon the —_ LL ; 07 
1. Hee ismoft fibje&/ to wrongs and weakenings inhis 
ottward'ſtate ;bbrh by rhe vioſerft encroachmenrs of profeſt 
oppoſites, and covetous inſinuarions of falſe friends, | 
2, Heedarenor for any gold, or good, undertake any un- 
warrantable and ſcandalous courſe of gaining; | 
'-- 3+ Mee findes hiinſdfe bound in conſfdience;' to faithful 
Hlgence ft his Calling, arid Chriſtian proviſion for his Fa: 
mi 1&4 13 2*9 p20j2 48f% 52) , 
4 Hee ſpends the beſt and moſt of hisbounty ind charitie 
opotrthe- houfhold-of Faith. - a; Peboadecs- mandy 
But in this poinr, as I faid [before , Tapologrze'"for none 
bit cHoſe whom their owne con{ciences; and the, mercifull 
Ttibunall of God doeacquire. Ler Chriſtians looke ano it; 
the World is very watchtull, and greedy wirh great curioſi- 
tic and cunning, to apprehend the leaft fſhadowiof' zhy oc- 
cafions, for the Trafpheming of the wayes of 'God, pi eg 
Gi ſpratingof his children. Andfthereforeever 'and/anone you 
ſhall heare the ſpirit of prophanenefſe crying our, and coms 
playning : You ſee theſe fellowes which' make fachfhew of 
forwardnefſe and puricie, what they are *n&ti (6 coverghs ; 
i6tic ſouncharitabl&;riofe T6 ufiincftful, ard enefÞinther 
dealings 18 they;' none fo hard: hetrred ro the þddre2) 88, * 
Now although tuch'birter ſpeeches as thele; are -ofren the 
meere evaporations of pure malice, and flow fram no ,ortier 
Ht 976405 Fg 64) 1402 17 © irf 02426102 FUL; -$toond 
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ground inthe world, bur onely from the gall of gracelefle 
men : yet ler all choſe rhar truely, feare God, take heede how), 
they give juſt occaſion thercunto. Aſſtredly. it were farre 
better for him, whoſoever hee be, that a millſtone were han- 
ged about his necke, and he weredrowned in the depth of the, 
Sea ; than that by the conrinyance of his cruell and uncon{cis, 
onable dealings inthe world, he ſhould miniſter juſt occaſion 
to any rayTing Rabſp3keb, to revile the fervanrs of the Li- 
ving God, or tofſlander rhar holy Profeſſion. Me thinkes,, 
this one preſervative ſhould be powerfull, enough, to keepe 
the heart of every Chriſtian from doting upon theworld, of; 
aſing it tobe poſſeſſed thereof. Ir is this : Every Chriſti+- 
an by a fruirfull faith, may be aſſured of a Crowne of Life, 
either by aſſurance of adherence, orevidence.; or both. Now- 
if bur once a day hee ſbould cakea ferions furvay ofthe glo-, 
ry, everlaſtingneſſe, and unurterable excellencies. of thaz, Try 
mortall Crowne ; me thinkes it wereable-ſo rodull the edye, 
and diffolve the droflinefſe of all earthly deſires, thar; they - 
ſhould never more beable ro heate, or barden-hisheare with 
immoderate or delightfull repoſe upon the vexing vanities gf; 
any worldly thing. Ifay ic againe ; Me thinkes, .ifamaitidon; 
bur once a day caſt theeye of his Faith i ponthat-Crowne of | 
life z which our deare redeemer holds for us in. his hand,ready 
to ſet upon our heads when wee ſhall be diffolved frem this 
vale of teares ; the goodly glory thereof ſhould be ablego dif-. 
pell gheſe miſts of fading vaniries, and hurchull fumes. of ho- 
nour$, riches, openly prauees 5 which: chis gxea7- .tdppg- 
hill of the World, heated by the fire of mens inordinarelufts; 
doth evaporate and interpoſe betwixrthe fight of their ſoules, 
and rhe lifle of Heaven. p S- 7”) ic VOEnfo3 209 
; Vieedlingfa, conhllmiodednetle, covetouſneſle,,dorh 
infinitely unbecome an .heire of Heaven. . Be. fired then, and 


frighted from. all inclinations and bent that way, by ſuck con - 


ſiderations as theſe : - : 


.1, It isa moſt baſe and dunghill diſtewper, which cates: - 
maplingſſe :3nd regy - 


vp; por onely all Religion and honefly, ga 


ſon, naturall affe&ion and diſcretion ; but even humanity ” > 
; Q.. 3 


—_ 
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Generall direftions for a 


{o andfriendlinefſe : So that a man bad almoſt as well con- 
verſe with a Caniball for any ingennous and conſcionable 


. dealing, as wirha traely covertous carife. 


'2. Shall the immortal comprehenſiveneſſe of the divine 
and excellent Sonle, which is ableco peruſe and paſſe over 
Heaven and Earthin a moment; is capable of rhe myſtery 
of Chrift, and theerernall viſion of God ; be unworthily con- 


fined coa peece of ground, and heape of white and yellow 


clay? Avileimprifonmenc, and inexpiable wrong to ſo no- 
ble a'Nature 1 

3. Icisadevonring Gangrene,and inſatiable Wolfe;which 
the more ir hath, ever the more hungry ic is. Ic is as fire 
which encreaſerh by that novriſhment which is give1unto ir. - 
Fhe barren wombe, the Horſeleeches daughter, the grave is 
nothing to this gulfe, and it holds che hearr continually up- 
on the racke of ſelfe-vexation and carking:for three ravenous 


\ Valtures ſeize upon tt fucceſſively, and gmaw intheir turnes 


with incredible rorment cars, feare, griete ; in getting, kee- 
ping, leaving. | 

4- All Gods bleffed ones in all ages, embracing rhe pro- 
miſes of life in the armes of their faich, willingly confefſed 
themſdlves to be pilgrims and ſtrangers here upon earth, 
laoking fora Citie in another Country, which bath foundati- 
on, whoſe builder and maker 35 God. And good reaſon, beſides 
Religion, rhar they ſhould grow inco ſuch reſoſucions ; for 
all chings here below are full of rranficorineſſe, morraliry and 


. change; Yanity of vanities, All is vanity but above, is conſtan- 


cieandeternirie of4ll excellencies, perfe&ions and pleafures. . 
Beſides, that thou ſhalt have there a Body brighter than the 
Sunne, a Soule repleniſhed with unucrerable delights, the 
glorious company of Chriſt Icſus, Angells;Sainrs, Chriſtian 
Friendes; the viſionand fruition of God bleſſed for ever, 
wherein cenliſts the Crowne and Life of all celeſtiall joyes.3 
F fay; to ſay nothing of theſe, but even rhe ſpace of onefoore 
upon the pavement of the Empyrean Haven, is incompara-- 
bly more worth, than the great Body of che whole Earth, 
were it all rurned/inco.Gold, and-befer wichas many tmvalu- 


—w_— » 
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able Pearles, as it is now with piles of Graſſe, 

5. Nature, faich a meere Moralift, ſeemeth in the firſt 
birth of Gold, and wombe from whence it proceedeth, after 
a ſort to have preſaged rhe miſery of thoſe that are in love 
with it.For it hath ſo ordered the matter. that in thoſe Coun. 
tries whereit groweth, there growes with it neicher Grafle, 
nor Plant, nor any thing that is worth any thing : as giving , 
us to underſtand thereby, that in thoſe mindes where the 
defire of this merall growes, there cannot remaine ſo much as 
a ſparke of true honour and vertue. 

6. God is not onely a Farther, bur alſo All-ſofficient : Qt <3. 
Why fhouldeſt thou then feare wan, har feareſt him? Hee 7 
provides every day for millions of Fowles ; Will he then be 
wanting toa Man, toa Chriſtian, ro his owne Child? Chriſt 
himſelfe preſfing reaſons co this purpoſe, tells us, that our 
heavenly Father cloathes the Lillies above Salomons Royalty, Hath.s, r5.wc, 
and feedes the Fowles of the aire, which neither ſow, nor 
reape, nor gather into barges. What a curſed vaile then of 
baſe diſtralt darkens thine hard heart, that thou ſhouldeſt 
either carke, or deale unconſ{cionably ? 

7, One two hotres fire will diſperſe, and conſume the 
hoard of an hundred yeares heaping together. And where 
art thou then ? Thine heart then is ſeized upon at once, with 
unutterable anguiſh, and the very horrourof Hell, for the lofſe 
ofthine Heaven upon Earth; and with cries of blood, and 
Furies of conſcience, for thy coverons, craell, uſurious, inju- 
rious courſes for many yeares. Thus many a worldling ſpins 
a faire thread toftrangle himſelfe both temporally andeter- 
nally. 

s The Sonne isa very glorious and contented creature, 
and yer it harbours no golden Mineinics faire and refulgenr 
Body. The bleſſed Angells are full of all felicities; and yer 
they have no filver ; they want no happineſſe, and yer oy 
want gold. Heaven, the chicfe and Royall Seate of Blefſed- 
neſſe, is emprie of theſe treaſures, there grow no Minerals; 
the Vzine of filver and gold is not tro be found there. The 
Sonne of God himſelfe, infinitely the moſt happy creature, T. 

V ſpeake 
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Match. $. 20» 


Luke 2. FT. 


Jehn 6.9. 


Jam. 5-$o 


Revel. 1 I». 


Beras, fi mavuſuras 
Putas tibi divitt» 


ſpeake in reſp2& of his Humanirie, that ever iſſued out of the.- 
hands of God, were there any ſuch great matrer, orexcellen- 
cie in riches, had never ſaid of himſelfe : The Foxes bave holes, 
and the Birds of the ire have neftr : but the Sonne of an 

bath not where to Iiy by head. Conld a bearing-mantle of. 
cloth of gold, an empearled Cradle, delicious fare every day, . 
thouſandsa yeere, make a man truely happy ; the righr\and 

Royall Heire of all things, would never have choſen a Stable 

for his Birth-chamber, a Manger for his Cradle, Barley-- 
bread for the entertainement of his Followers, a lefle fixed. 
habication for himſelfe, than the pooreft Bird, &c. 

9. The Sunne and Moone are farre more gliſtering and: 
glorious, than the burniſh gold of Ophyr : and the pooreſt 
man hath asJarge aproſpe& and part in them, as the vaſteſt. 
Incloſer, or moſt griping Uturer: but mach more benefir- 
by them, than the rich worldlings by their golden heapes.- 
For hee is comfortably warmed, and refreſhed with the influ- 
ence of their heart and light : bur they, if che Devill did not 
hood-winke them, might ſee every time they looke thereon, . 
that rult cleaving to their unrighteous Mammon, . which. 
hereafter fall eate their fleſh as it were fire, ' 

10. Qae Scarre doth incomparably exceed in beauty and: 
worth a golden earch : and if thou be truely Gods, and. have 
thy foote already upon the Moone, as thou ovghreſft, thou. 
ſhalt heareafcer tread everlaſtingly upon -thoulands of them. 
Diſdainethen in the. meane time, ro let thy heavenly Spicir 
dote upon thoſe .baſer -hoards of ſhining earth, which are 
making themſelves wings to flieaway, asan Eagle toward 
Heaven: for riches are like tranficory ſtreames, which poſt- 
ing by che ſide ofa Cirtie, no man can ſtay. Were itnot a 
ſnſeleff: and brainelefſe endeavour and expe&ation for a 
Towne to hope and affay tokeepe with them the haſty cur- 
rent of a mighty. River, which none of an hundred Townes 
before could hold ? And doeft thou exp=& any-conſtancy of 
abode with thee of that thicke clay, which hath pafſed tho- 


2s, quz per tot row ſo. many hands before ? Neither is it ſo much thine, as 
magus homin 


wankeranc.. 


um. -the Warlds. A Dog followes rwo men: it is not knownero 


whom. . 


debr, leave his wife and children in extreme poverty, and ex- 
ofe his two ſonnes as bondmen to the Creditour ; than to 
put his hand to any manner of iniquitie in getting,or to raiſe 
an outward rotten eſtate, upon the ruines and bloody deſola- 
tions of mens precious ſoules, And what followes? Rather 
than the wife and children of ſuch a man ſhall want, God 
will have the Prophet doe a Miracle for their ſupply and com- 
fort, as appeares in the Story, But now on the other ſide, 
 Gthazi inthevery following Chapter, 2 Kg. 5.willneeds 
by Bribing, make himſelfe and his children for ever. And 
whatis the ifſue ? He puls thereby an horrible curſe both 
upon himſelfe and his poſtericle : T he Leproſie therefore of 
Naaman ſhall cleave unto thee, and unto thy ſeefde for ever. 
Verſ. 27. Thou haddeft better then, leavea wallet to thy 
childe, to goefrom doore to doore ; thana curſed hoard of 

ill-gotten goods, 
12. But aboveall, to curbe thine heart from covetouſ- 
neſſe, meditate much upon ſuch placesas theſe : Aſarib,6.25. 
| V 2 rg 


ts, 
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Crrmmpumyt , 


a Ita dus occi® 


deſperatio, aut 
perverſa ſpes. 
»Augnſt. in 1cans 
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—— 


totheend, Phil. 4.6. 1 Tim 6.9. 20.Tam.5.1 12,3. Prov.23.5; 


1Pet.5.7. 

VI. Laftly, concerning a right and comfortable mana- 
ging of our ſpiritual eſtate, a point of deep« ſt confideration, 
and highelt conſequence, take notice of two extremes, two 
dangerous Rockes, upon which the ſoule may run, and fplic 
ic ſelfe ſpiricually. | 

I. The one js aproud over-pryzing of our owne graces, 
wich a conceited over-weening ſelfe-admiration. 

2. The ® other, a dejefted, diftruſtfuil undervaluing of 


dunt animas, aut Gods mercics,the promites of life, and thoſe graces which we 


poſſeſſe ia trath and holy defire ; rhough not in that degree 
wedefire. 

I. Before Ican ſeaſonably and preparedly fall npon the 
firſt, to inſtru punRually, and arme the Chriſtian againſt ir, 
with whom I principally deale in this whole diſcourſe : give 
me leave to diſcover a myſtery of ſpirituall Selfe-deceir ; by 
which Satan fics preſump: uouſly in the darkened mindes, and 
deluded imaginations ofrhoſe, whom with his cunning and - 
—_ he hood-winkes, and hardens to their endlefſe confu- 

10N, 

Many thouſandseven under the meanes, and in this glo- . 
rious mid-day of the Goſpell, are groundleflyconceited, that 
they are right, when as in truth and trial, they are rotten at 
the heart-roore ; that they are ſure of Heaven, when they are 
as yer moſt certainely of the family of Hell. Neither is this 
any ftrange thing: ſo deladed were the fookſh Virgins, Mat. 
25-11.12.and foare all ſuch outfide Chriſtians : T hoſe, Luke 
I 326, 27. and fo are all, who ftand onely on the worke 
wrought,and bare taske of religious duties, without the pow- |. 
er of inward holineſſe : The young mar in the Goſpell, at. 
19,20, with that generation, Prov.30.12,: And ſoare all ſuck 
civill Jaſtitiaries : the proud P bariſee, Lyke 18,11. 12. who was. . 
foconfident, that hee gave God thankes for his blefſed condi- 


tion ; when he was but yer a curſed unjuſtified wretch , and 


fa are all of his formall firaine : T he, Toh.8.39. who held 
rhemſelves to be Abrahams children; whereas Chriſt tells 
by | them,, 


( 
® 
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them, the Devill was their tather, Verſe 44. And ſo are 
all choſe who. build onely upon the ourward priviledges of 
Chriſtianicie, without perſonal! *puritie : Paxl in the ſtate of 
Phariſaiſme ; and ſoare all shoſe, who wandring out of the 
path which is called holy, ſwell with a proud opinionative- 


nefle and furious zeale, above the .bankes of Gods bleſſed 


Booke,and bounds of all holy diſcretion,and will needs ſoare 
. aloft with waxen wings of felfe-conceitedneſſe, and ſuperfici- 
alnefle, to ſtrange and uncouth heights of excellent fancies, 
withour having ever laid ſound foundation in true humiliati= 
on for ſinne, and in ſelfe-deniall : the Church of Laodicea, Revel. 


a Which Gods Book, 
Alſo requrres, Mat, 
5-8. 1Toh,z, ;. 

& cn And our Com 
mn Prayer Broke 
inthe Prayer um- 


mediatly after con 
Jeſiron, 


3. 17, and all ſuch lukewarme Profefiors. Hence wee have a © 


raſte, what a world of people are wofully blindfolded by rhe 
Prince of this World; and through che infinuating im 
ſture, and unexamined deluſion of ſpirituall felfe-deceir, are 
put into a fooles paradiſe, of being already fafe and ſecure 
tor heaven ; whereas as yet they are meere ſtrangers to the 
Atyſteries of Chriſt, and the New creation ; and ſhall be cer- 
rainely damned, if they ſo continue : for that which ws highly 
eſteemed amongſt men, 3s abomination in the ſight of 'God, faith 
Chriſt ro the ſelfe-juſtifying Phariſees, Luke 16. 15. 

And yer ſome ſorts of unregenerate men are here to be 
Mooacet from this generall deluge of ſelfe-delufion ; wholye 
not 1o grofſely inwrapped in the. juggling miſts of the devils 
Angelicall glory. Not that they ——— then thoſe delu- 
ded Ones, or have any good affurance upon ſound undecei- 


ving grounds of their ſpirituall well-being (for fuch an hum- = 


ble true perſwaſion, is confined onely to true Converts) bur it 
happens by accident, that by. reaſon either of the extreme 
villany of their lives, or deſperate poſitions of their Antichri- 
ſtian dofrine,they ſee cleere reafons ſtand like anarmed man 
in their convinced conſciences;thar if they continue in their 
forlorne courſes,: they cannot poſlibly be ſaved, or faine rea= 
ſons,andcoine diſtinttions upon purpoſe toexclude all from 
any infallible cerrainty of falvation. T hey are ſuch as theſe : 
1. Grofle hypocrites, who deceive others, but notrheir 
owne hearts;as Iudar, 1 = | 
V 3 ; 2, Tho 
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2. Thoſe notorious Ones;who in their cold blood will not 
ſticke ro confeſſe, thar they are yer quire wrong, and utterly 
wide from the way that is called Holy ; and will ſomerimes 
ſer a time when they purpoſe to caſt off for ever,and caſhicre 
their ſenſuall courſes, and ſwaggering company, and begin ar 
length to looke towards Heaven, and learne the Art of faving 
their ſoules, and in the meanetime they make a covenant with 
Death, and are at an agreement with Hell, Eſay 28.15. 

3. Other ſonnes of Belzz!; whoſe hearts by their obſtinate 
wallowing in the workes of darkenefſe, hardening their fore- 
heads by their impudent villanies againſt the face of heaven, 
and with their owne ſouk-murthering hands, and horrible 
crueltie preſling an hot iron upon-rtheir conſciences, are 
growne atlengrh into, ſuch a prodigious Rocke ; that though 
they know themſelves to be poaſting towards rhe pit of Hell, 
yer they are ſenſeleſſe, and fearelefle of that fiery dungeon. 

4. Thoſe, who being convinced of the truth, and good- 
nefſe of the Goſpel], and approving intheirjudgement and 
conſcience, the power and praiſe of ir, as the onely way ro 
everlaſting bliſſe z but then refleRing theircarnall eyes u 
on the furious entifings of their darling finnes, and by the 
rouchſtone of ſenſe comparing the pleaſures oftheſe, which 
they preſently graſpe, with the ſpirituall friftneſle, and pro- 
miſed joyes of rhe orher, ſtand infinitely unreſolved, and 'de- 
ſperately obſtinare,by no meanes, upon no termes to leavethe - 
preſent ſenſuall joyes oftheir earthly paradiſe : but rather 
chuſe even in their cold blood, to turne their backes upon 
God bleſſed for ever, his holy trath, ſervice, ſervants,and all 
the glory in the World ro come. Ad then by good conſe- . 
quence, having thus ſubſcribed and ſealed by an irrovocable 
reſolution, and ſworne vaſſalage to be Satans for ever, and 
Requs wy forever to ftand or- his fide, receive into their hearts an in- 
ee dem Ward certificate, that they are utterly forfaken of God, and | 
—_ Chrithm teſti- ſhall be certainely damned. Whercupon they turne even 
ads iis ſux ceeſeftis fdliat ions & #rernx vitz : fic eos qui ocrupati to! i a Satana, Chriftum cognitum 


abuegant, produnt, rejiciunt ex animo, teſlunoning intus accipere a ſpititu Diabolk,de ſe aRumeſſe - 
I RNerUve, Ke Zagch de peces 1 Ip, Sank. _ ; 
young - 
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young devills ; (chey ſhall have their perfe&ion in hell) boyle 
inwardly with much malicious blaſphemous rage againft 
God;whom they have renounced; perſecure with implacable 
ſpice, the bleſfed Goſpel and glorious wayes of Chritt, 
which they have ſo deſperately reje&ed; and gnaſh the teeth, 
like ſo many already helliſh Fiends, againſt all thoſe happy 
Ones, whom they ſee walke with conſtancie and comfort in 
that holy way, to innumerable joyes; which they with cer- 
raine knowledge of their hearts, and againſt the cleere lighr of 
their conſcience, have wretchedly abandoned for ever : and (6 
finne againſt the holy Ghoſt. £7 | 

5. The Papiſts alſo, as upon the unbleſſed grounds of 
their Antichriſtian do&rine, cannor poſlibly build any true 
perſwaſion of being in Gods favour; ſo they are bonnd 
out by tenour of their herericall Tenent, from thinking 
it Iawfull co entertaine any unwavering cettainety that 
way. | 
A Nay further,ſome out of a Pharifaicall pretence of hu- 
militie and modeſty ; but in truth, from the ſecret ſuggeſtion - 
of a guilry conſcience, which minifters unto them more than 
matcer enough of true and juſt doubting,fare notable wrang- 
lers for Papiſticall doubting. 

Thus you ſee, ſome there are alſo, who doe not affure 
themſelves of future happinefle, either upon true or falſe 
orounds, Yet Iam perſwaded the greateſt part of thoſe who 
live within the ſound of the Goſpell, are ordinarily confi- 
dent without cauſe, and ſecure of their ſalvation; when asin 
cruth.and trial rhey have no ſurer intereſt or better claime to 
the kingdomeof heaven, then the fooliſh Virgins, and the 
reſt of that deluded ranke, which IT mentioned a little be- 
fore. Let a Miniſter of ſome great Congregation, wherein 
thereare very few Profeſfors, which is no hard thing to finde, 
and where there.is no profeſſion, eſpecially the Goſpell be- 
ing peaceably preached, there canordinarily be no power of 
Chriſtianity; ſhewes there may be, inde:d without ſubſtance; 
but notthe power of godlineffe, withour vifibleappearance ; ' 
as appearesin the Preparatives : I fay,let him lacerrogate,an0 
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aske the reſt of his people one after another, be they hun- 

dreths or thouſands, whar conceits they: hold of rhemſelves 

for the world ro com? ? what they .rhiake will become of 

them after this life? what their preſent judgemenr is of their 
ſpirituall eſtate ? AndI thinke he ſhall ſcarce meet with any, 

who will not in ſome kindeor other diſcover fome ground- 

lefſe confidence of his wellbeing that. way. Their anſwer 

3«þ like ehe Pha- ordinarily would be to this purpoſe:'We thanke God, wee have 
rofeegLuK IS 1 Te |, good faith to Godward:s : Wee have bekeved in Chrift, even 
fince we may remember : Wee hope God will be mercifull; though 

wee be not Scripture-men, zor ſs forward as others, or ſuch fol. 

lowers of Sermons, &c. yet wee looke to be ſaved « well s the 

beſt of them all, &c. Vpon the matter, and in ſumme : zee 

doubt not but wee ſhall goe to heaven. And if their Miniſter 

"0 ſhould reply *Bur I pray you tell mee, you.that are ſo confi- 
dens, Doe you beleeve, and repent, and make conſcience of 

all your wayes, &c? Yes, would they fay,withall our hearts, 

_ elſe ir werepittie we ſhould live. When as, Ged knowes, it 

is neither ſo nor ſo : their poore frozen flinty hearts, never 

yet melted before the ny of the Word; were never 

truely rouched with remorſe for their innumerable finnes ; 

never warmed with any faving worke of the holy Ghoſt ; 


but ever thus farre, meere ſtrangers to the myſtery of Chriſt. 


Thoſe thar are true of- heart, are not wont to conteſt for: 

| the Integrieie, bur ever to complaine of the naughtinefſe and. 
Hee dico, nequis UCOWardnefle of their hearts.) And therefore if they be- 
Pcclefiam proprer COme not new men in the meane time, the vaile of their ſelfe- 
multiradinen 3d- 1.1.16, and vaine confidence, will molt certainely ar laſt be: 


mirerur,&c. 


Quor effe putatis frighted and fired. from their blinde mindes, withrthat ter- 
1 rar HT rible and dreadfall doome ; Depart from mee, I know you not.. 


ſtar quiden Chryſoftome in one of his Homilies, to his people of Antioch, 
eft quod diQuras : a J i 
fam 2 dicam ca- caching them not to truſt in multitude, ſpeakes thus unto; 


men: Non poſ- them: How many, doe you thinks, are there inour citie, which be. 
= _— inthe ſtate of ſalvation ? It will vexe, which Tam about to .ſpeake, 
niri qui falyenturz yet T will feake it : There cannot among ft ſo many thouſands, en: 


ind de bis in, hundred be found, which are in that ſtate : Nay, and T doubt 


Antioch Her 40- whaber all thoſe, Now had this good Father at the fame 
| __ .. nu 
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time demand:d of thoſe many thouſands befides, what they 


conceived of themſelves for falvation : doe you not rhinke 
hee would have found them all well conceited of themſelves ? 
Would not they wich munch bicternefſe and heare, have exa- 
gitated his cenſure, as roo peremptory and unmercifull, #nd 
beene ready ro retort : Howlſoever you doe upon the Dif- 


ciples you draw after you, and onely reprove and applaud 


the Foanites : = ſo they were called, becauſe his name was 
Foln ) yet we hope to doe as well as they, and come to hea« 
ven afloone as the preciſclt of thoſe you have in ſo high 
eſteeme, 
, Herethenlet mealittle illighten and open ina word, as 
I promiſed, the Myſtery of this ſpirituall Selfe-deceir, 

For which purpoſe: know, that Saran firlt diſceyers inour 
corrupt nature and crooked difpofitions, a very pregnant 
ground, whereupon to praftiſe this notable impofture, I 


meane the original poyſon of nacurall preſamption, where- 


by wee are all apt to be feareleſſe and fenſelefle of our pre- 
ſent ſpirituall miſery ; and hand over-head to catch at any 
vaine ſhadow of counterfeit confidence for our future wel- 


fare : Secondly, hee obſerves inthe partie he intends to de-- 


lade the moſt plauſible matrer and fclfe-plealing appre- 
henſions, which may make the firreſt medium to mill inferre 
a falſe concluſion for his ſpirituall ſaferie: Laſtly, by ſome 
flaſhes of his perſonaced Angelicall light, he fers upon'icthe 
glimmerin fouriſh of a preſumptuous impreſſion, and ſo 
feales up the deceived ſoule, with the ſpirit of ſhumber and 
groundleffe ſecuritts. | 

Now the inſufficient matter, rotten grounds, falſe medi- 
«ms,as we call them in the Schooles, which Satan by his So- 
phiſtry doth cunningly and cruelly abuſe, ro caſt many 
rhouſands into a pleafing golden dreame of imaginary ſpi- 
rituall faferie, and Selfe-deceit ; and in toa fooles Paradiſe 
of a ſoule-cozening concluſion, are ſuchas theſe : 

1. Meaſuring a mans felfte by himſelfe : himſelfe- per. 
haps formerly, groſly ignorant, and notoriouſly lewd : by 
himſelfe now growne civill,and ſomewhat illuminated with 


divine, . 
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divine knowledge : but yer neither holy, nor. ever truely 
humbled. 

2. Comparing himſelfe with others, who are Satans out- 
ragious revellers, in reſpet of his morall moderation, and 
ſomething more civill carriage. : 

3- Arguing Gods ſpeciall love and faving favour, from 
his oatward proſperous ſtate, and bleſſings in temporall 
things. So the farting Oxe might thinke with himfelfe, I 
ſhall ſurely live; becauſe I feede in this greene rich Pa- 
ſtare, 

4 Concluding from croſſes, that hee is a ſome, and not 
a bsſtard; that he bath his puniſhment here, as they ſay, &c. 
whereas they are bur the juſt effe&s of Gods ſecrer curſe, 
blowing upon his counſels, dealings and undertakings ; for 
his covetouſnefſe, unconſcionableneſſe, hatred to be refor- 
med; and except he truely turne in the meane time, will 
ptove the very foretaſtes, and pieces, as ir were, of helliſh 
rorments. | 

5. Sometimes, nothing but ſelfe-love ſerves the devills 
turne, to locke up a carnall heart in this ſecuritie and cauſe- 
lefſe confidence ; eſpecially in ſome extremely ignorant peo- 
ple ; who eaſily beleeve that whick they defire > and have no 
other ground of their going to heaven, but becauſe they 
would have it ſo. | 

6, Common conceits and corrupt Notions, compounded 
of grofſe ignorance, and Popiſh folly; that a mans good 
meanings, and good doings, as they ignorantly ſpeake ; 
nay, andas ſome have ſaid, his day-labour will helpe himto 
heaven, and ſerve his turne for ſalvation. And ifany of theſe 
fortiſh cavillers be queſtioned, & challenged for the unfound- 
neſſe of his ſpirituall ſtate; he will be ready, wich abſurd rude- 
vefle and irkeſome clamour, robreake our iato ſuch bragges as 
theſe; What tell you mee of theſe high points, or rrouble 
mee with this nw learning? I was never asked thus much 
before in all my life,and yer the time is to come that ever our 
Parſon threatned to keepe me from the Communion : I doe 
no man wreng: Ipay every man his owne : Iamneither, 
thiefe 
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thiefe, nor drunkard, nor whoremaſter ; I live peaceably 'a- 
mongſt my neighbours, &c. I know as much as rhe Prea- 
cher can tel] mee, though hee preach out his heart : Thar I 
muſt love God aboveall,and my neighbour as my ſelfe ; and 
that I hope I doe, &c. whereas poore-blinded ſoule ! hee is as 
full of fooliſh pride, ignorance, prophaneneſſe, and impe> 
nirencie, as the skin will hold, and is ſmoothly carried hood- 
wink by rhe devill co hell, wichour all noyſe, or any contra- 
diction. 

7. The worke of Gods reſtraining Spirit : Which ſome» 
times by its power and terrour, keepes in, and confines a 
mans inward corruption, that icbreakes nor ont into ſuch o« 
pen outrages and outward villanies, as in ſome other wicked 
Ones : And that for the good and quier of his owne people, 
or ſome other ſecretend ſeene, and ſeeming good to his hea- 
venly Highnefſe. Now this reſtraint, by the d:lufion of the 
devill, anddeceir of a mans owne heart, nay be apprehended 
asa great conqueſt over corruprion,and fo aconvertion thence 
vainely concluded. 

8, Education ina religious family, thus: Somein ſucha 
lace being onely outwardly warmed with the heate of ho- 
y exerciſes about them ; and by cuſtome, and for company, 

growne conformable to religious duties with ſome content= 
ment ; depart thence with a vaineglorious conceit and un- 
ſound perſwafion, that they are alſo of the right ſtampe, be- 
caufe they were ſo long amongf ſpiriruall rooles ; andat the 
fire, which might indeed. have truely melted their yer-roo 
frozen and flinty hearrs. Put a Sow into a greene medow, 
and ſhee will keepe her ſelfe as faire as the Sheepe : bur ler 
her breake out, and ſhee will wallowagaine in the mire as fil- 
thily as before : ſo it is with roo many ſuch, 

9. Much knowledge, and noble defence of that blefſed 


Orthodoxe Truth which wee profefe, withour akindely Ge - 


ving impreffion of goodnefie and grace in the heart. Many 


great men and great Schollers, more is rhe pirtie, are en- - 


poyſoned with this conceit ; they are ſelfe-conceited, rhar 


if chey be zealons Patrons, and froteRours of true Religi- - 
£ on, "4Y 
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on they are {ate enough for falvation ; thoughalas! rhey be 
. meerc ſtrangers, nay, too many times oppolites to the power 
and praQtiſe thereof. ; 
10, The benefit of a better nature, and a conſtitution not 
ſo precipitant and prone.to ſome corruptions, For inſtance : 
A man hereby may ſee others lye remorſleſly in the moſt a- 
bomirable beaſtly finne of drunkennefſe; when- his heart ri- 
ſcthagainſt ſuch ſwinifh filch: others tranſported wich furi- 
ous and fiery paſſions, when as his milder temper knowes no 
ſuch rage: others hunting afcer high roomes, with the haz» 
zard of their ſoules, and cerraine ſhipwracke of a-good eon- 
Cicnce; when. as his ſolitary difpolition affefts retirednefle 
and home, Thus when ir is many times the infirmity, impo- 
rencie,or deformirie of nature,or.at beſt,but the naturall mo- 
deration of a better complexion, thar difinclines and dit 
ables him from the aCting of ſome grofſer evills ; hee fondly 
conceives that it is the power and ſoveraignetie of grace, 
which makes thedifference berwixct himſelfe and other ſons 
of Belial, who by natures imperuouſneſle, are more prone 
and provoked thereunto, | 
11. The heartlefſe effe&s of fliviſh feare, which ſome- 
times will curbe ſome kinde of men, from committing ſome 
notorious finnes, and ſpurre them forward to the ourward 
performance of ſome holy duties; yet they, not marking the 
motives, manner, or end ;nor taking to hearcatall, the groſſe 
exorbicancy of any of them, bur onely eying the worke 
wrought ; may cauſkſly be too well conceited of them- 
ſelves, and ſo cozen their owne ſoules. Bur ler no true- 
hearred Nathaneel here. miſtake : I know ſome of Gods dea- 
reſt Children who make conſcience of all ſinne, and to pleaſe 
Godin all things, yer in darkenefſe of their melancholy, or 
heate of rempration, may feare all is naught with them ; be- 
cauſe they feare they doe all for {laviſh feare, But their feares, 
jalouſjes, hearty complaints, a:d holy deſires tothe con- 
trary, may minitter comfortenough, if they will be counſel- 
led, untill they come our of tempration. 
12, Even the bleffed Word of God, miſunderſtood, and 


wretchedly 


” _ —_ — — "—_—_ 


""M comfortable walking with G od. 


303: 


wretchedly abuſed to rhe devils advantage, and damnation 
of mens ſoules. For inſtance : Some ſucke poyſon our of that 
heavenly flower, Rom. 10. 13. Whoſcever ſball call zpon the 
Name of the Lord ſpall be ſaved: colleAing and concluding 
thence, thar if they can ſay, Lord, Lerd, though they be 
meere ſtrangers to the life of Grace ; yer they ſhall live for 
ever, But fuch ſhould know, that every one who in that 
faving ſenſecalleth upon the Name of the Lord; mwſt depart 
from migquitie, 2 Tim. 2. 19, and muſt favingly beleeve, 
Rom, 10, 14. Now fſach a fruicfull faith ever purifies the 
heart, A&s 15.9. and is inſeparably attended with a glori- 
ous traine of heavenly graces, vertne, knowledge, temperance, 


patience, godlineſſe, brotherly kindneſſe, charity, 2 Peter 1. 5, 


6.7. I have heard with mine owne eares, thar place, Rom, 
12.1. ſottiſhly perverted, to the maintenance of lukewarme- 
nefſe, coldnefſe in Religion, and good-fellowſhip : When 
puritie in heart, holineſſe of life, univerſall obedience, and: 
other requilites to ſalvation have beene preſſed ; it hathheen 


replyed in good earneſt: Ipray you, why are you fo hot? 


what needes all this ? what needes ſo much adoe, when a 
rexſonable thing will ſerve the turne ? Is irnot ſaid, whichis 
your reaſonable ſervice ? Now I often wonder what ſuch 
menas theſe meane, who are Prottors and pleaders for this 
Laodiceanreſerved mediocritie and politicke moderation in 
matters of heaven ? whar worſhip and ſervice they would 
proportion out for the All-powerfull God ? doth any man of 
braine conceive, that the mighty Creadfull Lord, and Judge 
ofall the world, who offers unto us by the Miniſtery, in the 
meane time, his owne deare Sonne, with all the rich purcha« 
ſes of his hearts blood ; and will give us the full fruition of 
himſelfe hereafter, with all the glory and endleſfe felicities 
above, will be bob'd' off ( ifI may foſpeake) with an hearr- 


leffe formall outwardnefſe, with a cold rotten carkaffe of re- - 


ligion? Ircannotbe : Heis a Spirir, and muſt be worſhipped 
22 Spirit and in truth. Tf men will reedes harden themſelves in 


bicternefſe and blaſphemies, againſt the puricie and power of 
godlinefſe; ifthey will til] brow-beate and bearedowne their 
| brethren, 
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brethren, for their zeale and fervencie in the affaires of God , 


lecthem teare thoſe ſacred leaves out of Gods bleſſed Booke, 
rhar ſparkle our unto us the holy fire of forwardnefſe and 


| heate; and preſſe upon us punCually power, ſpirit, and 


quickning in heavenly buſineſſes, and thc ſervices of our 
moſt bountifull and ever-blefſ:d God. See Luke 13.24. Rom, 
12.11. Epheſ.5.15. HAatth.5,29,30. and 11. 12, 1 Cor,g, 24, 
1 Theſ.5.22. Phil. 1, 10. 

13. A bare ſpeculative oppoſition, andverball contradi. 
&ion to the compariſons of the times and controverted cere- 
monies, For I donbt there are ſome,who ſeeing ſome of Gods 
deareſt Children, both godly Miniſters, and other Chriſtians, 
onely out of a tenderneſſeot conſcience, ſtand unreſolved a- 
bour theſe latter; are too well perſwaded of chemſelves 
ſpiricually, fora meere boy{trous maſterlike partaking with 
; a in that particular ; when as they have no parc at all in 
their holy graces and humble ſanftification. 

14+ An overheady furious zeale in will-worſhip, ſuper- 
ſiriqus formes, and ſelfe-conceited ſervices; as in Paz, yer 
unconverted, and many ignorant Papiſts, nor ſo exactly ac- 
quainted with Antichriſtian Schoole-points; inthe purſuite 
of ſome religious diſtempers and ſpiricuall exorbirancies,bred 
onely in ſome phantaſticall braine, given over for horrible 
pride to ſtrong deluſion; yer tendered with many holy pre- 
rences, and repreſentations of higheſt perfe&ion ; nay ſome- 
times ſeconded with ftrange revelations and raprures, the 
meere juglings of the devills Angelicall glory in melancho- 
like, or otherwiſe deluded imaginations : and ſo Saran can 
put a Familiſt or Anabaptiſt even into a trance of imagi- 
nary joy. 

15. Serious meditation upon the quickning paſſage of 
Chriſts holy Sermon, of the tewnefle of thoſe which ſhall be 


. ſaved, ſhould properly and naturally keene our deſires and 


endeavours to a fingular conſtant contention after an holy 
ſtriftneſſe, forwardneſſe, and fruitfulnefſe in every good | 
worke, and all the wayes of God; that wee might bee 
ſure to bee in the number of choſe. few : yet by accident 


it 
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tt may confirme ſome kinde of men not ſo notorious, under 
- the- meanes, yet unconverred, in a falſe perſwaſijon of their 
good eſtate ro Godward, and that thus: Some there may 
be of larger capacity, and more underſtanding, who our of 
a contemplation of that great univerſall deluge of Turciſme, 
Paganiſme, Judaiſme; and Infidelicy, which at this day dorh 
feareſully overflow the face of the Earth ; ſcarce the fifth 
part whereof now profeſſeth Chriſt : and alſo our of a nee- 
rer confideration of the ſtate of Chriftendome, wherein Po- 
pery, that foule finke and Hydra of all hercfies ; beſides too 
many other -exorbirant giddy deviations from the ſobrietie 
and analogie of true Religion, and the path which istruly-. 
called holy, mightily prevaile, and damnably empoyſon in- - 
numerable ſoules : and whichis yer more, ſeeing to many a-- 
moneſt choſe who profefſe Chriſt rruely, I meane in reſpe& 


of doftrine, notorioufly lewd, and prophanely naught ; fo - 


many Atheiſts, Drunkards, Scorners, Swearers, Worldlings, . 
&c. And thenafter this proſpe& and ſurvey abroad, . refle&- 
ing a pattiall eye upon themſelves, and their owne wayes ; 
and finding themſelves in the boſome of che Church,and ci-. 
vill men, thinke verily our ef their extreame blindhefſe and 
ſpiriruall folly, rhac Heaven would be unfurniſhed, and unfil-- 
led, if they ſhould be excluded ;andrhat ir were a diſparage-- 
ment to the mercies of God, to ranke and arraigne them a- - 
mongſt Turkes and Pagans at that laſt great Day, But ifto. 
their civill- honeſty, they adde a formall profeſſion ; why, - 
then they thinke,-they havea great deale of wrong, if ſal- 
vation be denied them:then already in conceit they knock and. 
bounce, as it were, at the Gates of heaven for entrance, with. 
great botdnefſe and confidence like the fooliſh Virgins, Lat. 
25.11, and thoſe, 2fat.7.22. and with the Phariſee, give God- 
thankes for their good eſtate ro Himward. Alas,poore ſoules! . 
Let no m2ndeceive you with vaine words, ncither delude 
yourowne ſoules with idle fancies. To whomfoever theglo- : 


rtous Goſpell of Chriſt ſhines ſfavingly, and breathes ſpiritu-- 
all life, they muſt deny wngodlineſſe and worldly lufts z live ſober- Tiaras, 


h,. righteouſly, . and. godlily in. this preſent world, Meere. - 
4 vill . 
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vill honeſty never broughc any unto Hewen. And every luke- 

warme Profeſſor ſhall certainely be ſpued our of che mouth 
of Chriſt, 

16, But amongſt all the unſound grounds, inſufficienc 
matrer and falſe mediums, upon which Saran, and rhe de- 
ceicfull hearr labour to eref& their rotten buildings of vaine 
hopes in the credulous conceits of thoſe, who are carried 
hoodwinkt rowards Hell; all which in the time of triall, and 
under the tempeſt of Gods viſiting wrath, will prove bur a 
Spiders web. They ſhall leane «pon their bouſe, but it ſhall not 
ſtznd, they ſhall bold it faft, but it ſhall not endure, | fay, a- 
moneg(t chem all, there is not any that doth ſet on the coun- 
terfeir ſeale of this falſe perſwaſion wich more peremptori- 
nefle and confidence, than a concurrence of thoſe excel- 
lencies, perfe&ions, indowments incident to Temporaries,and 
actaineable in the ſtate of uoregenerarion ; which I have 
rouched in my Diſcourſe of true happineſſs, and may be collected 
from ſuch places as theſe, Math. 27. 3, 4. 24ark6.20. Luke 
13.26, aud 18.11.12. /atth.12,53. and 25.1. &c. Heb.6.4,5. 
2 Pet.2. 20,22. : 

Now theſe and the like, are the unſound, ſeeming, and un- 
ſufficient grounds whereupon the Devill workes ; and doth 
eaſily by the aide of naturall preſumprion, and his owne An- | 
gelicall flaſhes,infinuarte, and inferre his ſoule-coaz:ning con- 
clufions, and cunningly infuſe the poyſon of ſpiritnall ſelfe- 
deceit thus, or in the like manner : (1 will iaftance onely 
in the laſt ; he is wont alſo proportionably from the reft, ro 
conclude fuch groundlefſe confidence, and falſe perſwaſions 
of a goodeſtate towards God. ) 

Whoſoever doth with ſome penitent remorſe tremble un- 
der the revenging wrath of God for ſin, and out of that hor- 
ror confeſſerh and makerh reftiturion : ( and yer fo did Iudar, 
At. 27.) Wholoever reverencerh a godly Miniſter, heares 
him gladly, and doth many things after his doQtine: (and yer 
ſo did Herod, Hark. 6,20.) Whoſoeverdorh hold conformi.. 
tie in profeſſion with the belt, 8c. (and yer ſo did the fooliſh 
Virgins, H2t.25.) Whoſoever isan hearer of the Word, and 


— 


comfortable. walking. with God., 


that wich quickaeſle, and receives with joy : (and yet ſo doth. 
the ſtony ground, Math, 13. 20.) whoſoever is able to dife. 
claime groſle finnes, gives every man his due,fafteth, prayerk, 
and giveth almes: (and yer fo did the-Pharitce, Zuke18. rx. 
12.Matth.6.1.)Whoſoever is illightned,taſies of the heavenly 
gifr,8c. (and yet ſuch may afterward fall away irrecoverably, - 
Heb.6,&c.) is ſure.cnough to be favedar laſt, | 
But I, way the deladedPharaſeeyand forall Profeſſor fay, . 
finde and feele all, or moſt, or many, of theſe inmy ſelfe :(for;; 
what any unregenerate man hath heretofore attained, ir is. not-' 
+ butthat any now, or hereafcer, may attaine the - 
lame. : 
Therefore doth hee conclude falſely our of Satans Sophi-. 
ſtry, I amſafe enough for ſalvation. . to Roti 
And inall this, Saran, leaſt bee ſhould be wanting to his, 
Laboursby a lying reſemblance, to imicate the worke of the 
holy gra inthe 5 aa of 4 GAAP at For that which the 
Devill, putting oh the glory of an of lighr, purs upon 
his tang this Larſen a pr ; Thac 
the blefſed Spirir performes to thoſe, who are true of hearr 
truely, and upon good ground, _ HH 
. For ic is notthe univerſalicie, andexcellencie of all natu- 
rall, civill, meerely; morall, policicke, and-learned. endow- 
ments, and ſufficiencies : hurabove and. beſides all theſe, a 
ſapernaturall, heavenly, and fpeciall worke of the Spirir, fau- 
ay chemall for Gods glorious ſervice. Ir isnort a'bare 
2 ws duries, religious exerciſcs,preſence at the Ordi- 
nance outwardly performed :* bur the ſoule, as it. were, of 
ſaving grace, animating, and informing. them with ſpiricuall. 
life, reverent heartineſſe, and fruitfull improvement.[t is nor 
che gliſtering blaze of a viſible forward profeſſion of Reli- 
gion : bur che power of godlineſſe, and fincere praftiſe of 
workes of Juſtice, mercy, and crurh, I;.is not a generallparti- 
cipation of the Spiric, the Spirit onely o ination,or lag 
geſt ſpeculative comprehenfions of ſacred knowledge: butan 
humble, fruicfull,experimentall skill,and dexterity inthe my- 
ery of Cluiſt, and of walking hay —— — 
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Hab- 3.16 . 


doth ſoundly comforc che heart of a man ſpiritually wiſe, a< 
bour affurance of his happie ſtarero Godward, And there- - 
fate q crane Chriſtian, when hee wonld refreſh his fpiries with 
the iweet concemplation of his ſpiricuall fafery, and 'comfor- 
table being in a gracious ſtare, canſerh his ſincere conſtience 
to anſiver in truth to ſuch like interrogatories,as thoſe which 
I have propoſed: for triall in fuch a cafe, jn my Diſcomrſe of | 
Bae bay pag.85.&c. Review the place,and ponder well 
uponthetn, Heotdimarily hath reconrie unro, andruns over 
in his minde with an humble — commemoration, the 
heavenly footfteps, and mighty workes of the holy Ghoſt in 
his converſion; ſpeciall watchfulnefle over his wayes;fincere- 
heartedneffe, holy Rriftneſſe, and fanRificd fingularities in his 
converſation ; which as they are peculiar ro Gods people, ſo 
are they myſteries andftrange things to the beſt unregenerare 
man ; and char thus, or in the like manner : | 
Bleſſed be God, faith he within-himſelfe, thatever irwas - 
ſo, yer fo it-was : The holy Miniflery of rhe Word fantified, 
and gnided particularly for C— the finger of God, 
happily ſeized npon me, while Ididyer abide in the armes of 
darkeneffe, and che Devils ſnares, a moſt polluted, carnal, 
abominable wretch ; and effefually exerciſed* irs 'aving - 
power upon my ſoule, both"by the workings of the Law, - 
and ofthe Goſpell.' Tr was firſt as ah haminer to my hearr,and + 
brokeirin peeces.- By a terriblecurring piercing power, it. 
firooke a ſhaking and trembling into the very center of my 
ſoule bychisdouble effet&.. ' © | 
7.. Ir fiſt opened the booke of my conſtience, wherein I" 
reade with a'moft heavie heart, ready to fall aſimder,. even - 
like drops of water,for horror of the fight; che execrable abo-. 
minations of my yourh ; the innumerable ſwarmes of lewd - 
and lawleſſe thoughts, that all my life long had ftained wine - 
inward parts with ſtrange pollations; the continual wicked - 
walking: of m z'the curſed prophanation of Gods - 
blefſed' Sabbaths, Sacraments, and all the meanes of falvatt- - 
on Tever medled with. In a word, all the hells, finkes, and 
Sedoms of lufts.and figne, of vanitics 'and villanies 1 =_ a 
" = remoerie=. .- 
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remorſeleſly wallowedin ever ſince I was borne, Liay,:Lloos —_ a 


ked uponall theſe engraven by Gods angry hand: upon- the 
face of my conlcience,in bloody and burning lines. 2. Where- 
uponina ſecond place, it opened upon meerhe Armory of 
Gods flaming wrath, and fiery indignations ; nay, and the 
very mouth of hell, ready to rp. ene es and execute 
their utmoſt upon mine amazed, iley foule. TI 


In theſe reſtleſlſe, and raging xiies, whrewith my 


poore ſoule was extreamely ſcorched, and parched wich _ 
ng Wor kf, 


Tefus Goel 


nicent paine ; His wrath, who is a confunzing fire, wrin 
my very heart-ſtrings with unſpeakeable anguith ;. 
Chriſt bleſſed fox ever, was lifted; up unto mein the Goſpell, 
.a3an Antizype ro the erefting of the brazen Serpent in the 
Wilderlefſe., In whom dying and: bleeding upon the Crofle, 


Theheld aninfinice treafurie ofmercy and love; a boundleſſe * 


and bottomlefle ſea of tender-hearredneſſe, and pictie;- a 
whole heaven of ſweerneſſe, peace and fpirimall pleaſires. 
Whereupon there ſprung up and was inkindled irs my heart, 
an extreame thirſt, ardent defires, vehement longings after 
thac ſoveraigne ſaving blood, which: alone could eaſe my 
grieved ſoule, and torne my foulcſ ſinnes inco the whiteſh 
ſnow. $o that inthecaſe I then was, had F hadin full cafte, 
and ſole command, - the pleaſures, profits, joyes and glory 
of many worlds, willingly would I have parted withthem 
all: and had I had a thouſand lives, freely wonld T'have 
Jaid chem all downe ; nay,. with all my. heart would: Thave 
becne content to have lyen fora ſeaſonin the very flames of 
Hell, to have had the preſent horrour'of my confounded 
ſpitic comforted from Heaven; and my ſpiritual thirſt ak 
layed and a little cooled, but with one droppe of Chrifts 

recious blood ; the darkeneffe, deſolations.of .my wotull 
hoon refreſht,and revived,buc with the leaſt glimpſe of Gods 
favourable contenance. Theedge, and eagernefle of which 
inflamed affe&ions, made me caſt about with infinite care 
how to compaſſe ſo deare a comfort. Then came into my 
minde (the holy: Spirit belng my wercifull: Remembran- 
.cer ) thoſe mazy melting —_—_ invitations, more 
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warming, and welcome ro my heavy heart, then many gol- 
den worlds, more delicious than delight ir felfe, ACar. 11.28, 

Rev.21.6: Tob.7. 37;Eſay 55.1,and 57.15; 16; Ezech, 18. 30, 
31.32. and 33 11- Sothat atlaſt, Oh bleſſed worke of faith! 

ſtaying my ſclte,and m4 So. ſoule upon the Rocke 
of eternitie, and the impregnable truth of theſe fweereſt- pro. 
miles, ſealed with theblood of the Lord Tefus; and as ſure as 
God himſelfe; Ichrew my ſelfe into che mercifull and meri- 
torious armes of my crucified Lord; with this reſolution,. 
and reply toall terrors and temptations to the contrary ; that: 
if I maſtneedes be caſt away, they ſhall ceare, and rent me 

from the tender bowels of Gods deareſt compaſſions, upon: 
which I have caſt my ſelfe: If they would have me to hell, 
they ſball pull and hale mefrom the bleeding wounds of my 
bleſſed Redeemer, to which my ſoule is fled. Whereupon 


 Ifound3ud felt, (and I bleſſe God infinitely,and will through: 


all eternirie;thar eyer it was fo,)conveied, and derived upomr 
me from my bleſſed Feſaw the wellfpring of immortalitie and 


| life, aquickening influence of his mighty Spirit, and heaven« 


ly vigour of ſaving grace, whereby I became a new man, 
quite changed, new created; Bythis vitall moving, and in- 
cubation, as- it were, of the Spirirof Chriſt oponthe face of 
my ſoule, all things became new: mine hearr, affe&ions, 
thoughts, words, ations,delights,defiree, ſorrowes, ſociety , 
&c, Old things paſſed away, behold, all things become new, 
And 1am ſure my changeis ſound, and faving ; for It is nor 
1. A meere morall change from notoriouſnefle, to civilitie, 
and no further. 2. Nor a formall change-onely, which: addes 
to morall honeſty, outward profeſſion; and outſide confor- 
mity to the ordinances, holy exerciſes, moſt duties-of Reli-. 
gion; and no more. 3. Nor meerely memall,-] meane itrchus: 
(for 1 know, true repentance is called change of mindein a= 

nother ſenſe.) When the underftanding onely is illightened 
with divine knowledge, guilded over, as it were wirh the 

dazeling ſplendour of generall graces, not without ſorne ſpe- 

culative: flaſhes of fleeting joy, ſwimming in the braine in« 
deed, but nct.rooted inthe heart. 4. Not tewporary onely; | 
| uch : 


» Comfortable walking with God. 


ſach as that, atth. 12. 43. 2 Pet.2.,20.22. when a man dif- 
continues, and ſurccaſes from the ourward praiſe, perhaps 
of all groſle ſinnes for a time : our of terrour, ſuddaine fright 
from ſome Sonne ofthunder; or upon rriall, whether by his 
owne ſtrength, he beable ro endure, and digeſt a divorce 
from his darling pleaſure ,, and the holy wayes of thoſe 
who walke towards heaven, without too much diſcontent- 
ment ; ( for without too forea cruſh ro his carnall heart, he 
could be content to looke after a crowne of life, and I wite 
himnor.) Or for ſome other by-end. Bur becauſe his heare 
was not honeſt :nd good, neicher did the Word take an 
humble roote tn ir, nor himſelfe reſolve upon a fincere, gene- 
rallandconſtant felfe-deniall ar firſt, he falls againe upon 
his formall vomir, and againe wallowes in the inyre of his 
ſenſuall pleaſures, with morerage and refo]ution than before. 
5. Nor partial], where there way be an outward reforma+ 
tion in themoſt things; bur yet there is (till rerained a ſecret 
reſolvedreſervation ofan impenitent, intire enjoyment of 
all the delighrs, and full ſweetneſſe of the boſome finne : 
which is utterly incompatible, and cannot poſſibly confift 
with a truely religious and regenerate ſtare, I fay,my change 
(Tonely, and infinicely magnifie, admire and adore the free 
graceand love of my moſt holy, and ever bleſſed God for 
it ) was not onely morall, formall, mentall, remporary, or 
partiall,in the ſenſe I have ſaid: bur univerſall, both in reſpe&t 
of the ſubjeX and objett, as they ſay ; without allreſervati- 
ons, exceptions, ſenſuall diſtintions, Pharifaicall impotture, 
partialicies, hypocriſies, ſelfe-delofions.For my teachers have 
rold mee by the touch-ſtone of his pure and holy truth ; 
That every true change is of the whole man, from the 


whole ſervice of Satan, to the living God, in fincere obe« 


dience to his whole Law, in the whole courſe of ovr lives. 
Thar ir is diſcernable, and differenced from all parriall, in- 
ſufficienc, hollow, halfe-converſions: By 1. Integritie of 


change : I meane, in all parts and powers of ſpirir, foule and 


body; in the underftanding, judgement, memory, conſci- 
ence :.in the will, afteRions, defires, thoughts : in the eyes, 
3 Eares 

3 | 


Terem. 4.14 
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eares, tongue, hands, feet : foreven asthey were members of 
the body before imployed wholly for Satan and ſenſvalirie ; 
ſo now are they alſo become inſtruments of righteonſnefle 
unto God. God begers no monſters, as they fay : a childe 
new-borne hath-a)l thepartsof a man, though nor the per- 


—_— 


fe&ion of his growth ; So a new-borne babe in Chriſt is _ 


throughly,and univerſally changed ; though nor yet a per- - 
fe& man in Chriſt. 2, Sinceritie of change: as well in heart, . 
and inward parts,as in life and outward carriage. O Ier»ſalem, 
Gith the Prophet, waſh thine heart from wickedneſſe, that thou 
mayeſt be ſaved : how long ſhall thy vaine thoughts lodge within 
thee ? No externall priviledges of Religion, though never 
ſoglorious; no exattneſſe of the worke wrought ; no Pha- 
rifaicall formes of devotion ; no outward behaviour, be ir 
never ſo blameleſſe;; no coſt or contributions in the ſervice 
of God, will ſerve the turne wirhout fincerictie of heart, 


. Though a man ſhould come before the Lord with thouſands of 


Rammes, or tenne thouſands of rivers of Oyle : ſhould hee give 
bis firſt-borne for. bis tranſgreſfion, the fruit of bis body, for 
the finne of bis ſortk : ſhould hee beſtow all bis goods to feed the 
poore, and give his body to be burned : were hee able ro compre- 
hend within his braine the whole Booke of God, and with 
the: largenefle of his underſtanding devoure all that holy 
ſenſe : ſhould heeate, and drinke up at the Lords Table,all 
the ſanRified Bread and Wine; were hee plunged over head 


© andeares in the Water of Bapriſme : nay, if ic were poſlible, - 


waſbed outwardly from top to to? in the. precious blood of 
Chriſt ; yerall this were. more than all in vaine, and utrerly 
unavaileable, withour uprightneſſe of the heart, and puri-- 
tie in the inward parts. 3. Spirituall growth. Vnregene- 
rate men at the beſt, grow but in the generaliries, flouriſhes, 
devout repreſentations, and temporary for wardneſſe of for- 
mall Chriſtianity. Which is like the growth of corne on the 
houſe cop ; or the ſeede ſpringing our of the ſtony ground”; 
but rhe honeſt and good hears: bringeth forch fruice with 
patience. Spiriruall ſtuntings there may bee, and ſtandings 
at 2 ſtay for a time, But as goodcorne in a good ſoyle be- 


ing. 


;: comfortable walking with God, 


ing refrefhed after a binding drought with a ground-ſhowre, 
ſprings up faſter, and more freſhly : fo itis withthe ſound- 
hearted Chriſtian, after a dampe in grace ; to which he may 
ſomerimesbe ſubje&. For being rowzed and awaked our of 
ſuch a' ſtate, by the quickning voyce of apiercing miniftery; 
the cutring ſting of an heavy croſſe, or ſome other ſpeciall 
hand of God, hee layes hold apon the Kingdome of Chrift 
with more holy violence than before, and labours afterward, 
by the helpe of God, to repaire his former ſpirituall decay, 
with doublediligence in watchfulneſſe, zeale, and heavenly- 
mindedneſſe. Progreſſe in Chriſtianitie isreſembled to the 


thriving of a Childe ; which may fall into fickneſſe ; but it « per. 2. 2.3. 


many times proves a growing ague: To a man in a race, 
who may ſtumble, and fall ; bur after his riſing rakes ſurer 


footing, and runnes faſter ; To the aſcending of the Sunne Prov-4 18. ; 


towards midday, which may be overcaſt with a cloud ; but 
afrer hee hath recovered a cleare sky, ſhines more brightly 
and ſweerely. 4. Selte-deniall. Of which ſee ſomething 
before, page 52. Hee that would ſoundly comfort his cone 
ſcience with the true teſtimony ofa true Convert,muſt ar the 
firſt givinghis nameunto Chriſt, and upon his proclaiming 
warre,and entering the liſts againſt Satan,found with a fincere 
heart, the depths of that fundamentall Principle of Chriſtia- 


nlcie, and Chrifts owne holy Rule : I1f any man ſhall come af- Math-16.24- } 
ter mee, let bim deny himſelfe, &c. As ſoone as hee refignes up ME: 
himſelfe ro this Royall ſervice under the colours of the Lord 14 33: 


Teſus, he mult preſently inour Saviours ſenſe, make over all 
his intercft in libertie, life, livelihood, all earthly pleaſures 
and treaſures, without any reſervation, or he will certainely 
faint and fall off in the day of battell. The neceſſitie of 
this rule and reſolution, is intimated unto us in two Pa- 
rables, Luke 14.28.31. A man that will build, muſt counc 
the coſt beforehand, and make ſure of meanes to defray the 
charge. Otherwiſe ro begin, and nor able to wake an end 
were bur to lay a ground-worke of his diſgrace and ſcorne, 
in thelofſe of his coſt and paines. A Prince which would 
wiſely make Warre, muſt fift havea true triall of his owne, 

X 4 and 
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and dex:ericy to dilcover his enemies ſtrength ; otherwiſe to 
bid him barrel}, were but ro incenſe him more, and -thrafſt 
a title into his h:ind3, to defeate him of all hee hath. Hee 
char ſcraoully fers himſzlte ro ſeke. God in truth, and to 
ſave his ſ{oule-indecde, maſtcaſt up hisreckonings before- 
hand, what will be required at his hands, and conſalt wich 
his owne hearr, whether willing ro forgoe all ſuch content- 
ments, hopes,pleaſures,preferments, worldly comforts which 
are incompatible with a good conſcience, and the path: 
that is called Holy; and ro endure all thoſe tronbles, and in- 
dignities from the angry world, which ordinarily are. wonr 
to crowne the heads of all Chriſts Souldiers ; elſe moſt cer- 
raincly he will ſhrinke in the werting. Hee muſt reſolve by 
the invinciblenobleneſſe of his Chriſtian courage, to digeſt 
the hate and oppoſition of deareſt friends, neareſt kindred ; 
the rayliags and reproaches of men moſt abje& and con- 
remprible, in reſpett of thoſe whom they revile : hee muſt be 
content to become the drunkards ſong; table=talke to thoſe that 
fit inthe gate, and the by-word of baſeſt men, wviler than the 
earth, &rc. In a word, hee muſt prize, and preferre his ſwee- 
reſt Saviour, His truth, cauſe and ſervice infinitely before the 
whole world. ; 

Now beſides my blefſed change thus qualified, and this 
glorious worke of the Holy Ghoft upon my ſoule; by rhe 
helpe of God, I have (toad at the ſtaves end: with the darling 
pleaſure and minion delight of . my former damned time ever 
fiace | wasnew borne : Ihave ever fince made conſcience of 
all inne, andro performe all holy duties : Thave had reſpe& 
to all Gods Commandemenrs, and all his Ordinances : Thave 


loved dearely my bleſſed Lord,and all things that belong un- - 


to Him; His Titles, Arrributes, Creatures, Workes of Iuftice 


and Mercy ; His Word, S:crara2nts, Sabbaths, Miniſters, . 


Services, Children, Prefence, Corre&ions, Comming: I have 
ſince delighted in the Saints, the onely excellent Ones upon 
earth, whom Thear:ily hated before: I have dayly, with as 
grear earneltneſſe and fervency, as my poore dull heart could 


3 


poſlibly, complained, and cryed unto my. God. in Prayer - 


againlt. 


L 
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comfortable walking with God. 


_— 
— 


3 is 


apainſt mine owne ſinnes, paſſionate diftempers, rebellious 
rilings,the malice of Satan,tte allurements of the world, cor- 
ruptions of the times, the cruelties of ſtrange injefions and 

horrible remptations, my many and often failings, frailcies, 
and imperf-&ions. V pon due and impartiall examination, 1 

have happily ridde mine hands of all that conſuming pelte, 

which aay way crepr into mineeſtate, by wicked and wrong- 

fall meanes inthe dayes of mine iniquirie.(For ſcarce any man 

in the ſtare of nature, but deales falfly in one kinde or other.) 

I have defired and endeavoured to adorue my profeſſion, as 

well with workes of juitice, mercyz and truth,as by the out- 

wards a&s of pietie : Herein T have exerciſed my ſelfe, ts have 

alwayes a good conſcience, void of offenee, toward God and to- 

ward man, &c, 

Andin all theſe paſſages and particalars, both of my con- 
verſion and converſation, had I onely repoſed upon the our. 
ward aG&, and reſted in'the worke wrought, I had utterly 
fainted, and beene quice undone in the day of adverfirie. Bur 
truth of heart was the touchſtone, and inceritie is the ſfinew 
ofall my afſurance and comfort this way. 

I have beene, I confefſe, yer full fore againſt my will, and 
the hearcy defireof my ſoule, haunted, and hindred in'paſ- 
fing thorow the pangs of my new birth, and managing my 


Chriſtian buſinefles; with the violent intrufion and infinuz- - 


ting mixture of many imperfeRtions, diſtrattions, remprari- 
ons, wants, weakeneſſes, infirmicies, and faylings; privie 
pride, ſecret hypocriſte, diſtruſts,and deadnefſe of mine owne 
naughtie heart. I was much wanting, by reaſon of the na- 
turall rebellion of mine hard heart, to rhoſe workings of the 
Law and Gofpell mentioned before. I have come farre ſhore 
of that ſorrow for finne, which I deſired, and of that heaven- 
Iy-mindednefſe in performing holy duties which was re- 
quired. Burt then I have from time to time grieved, and 


groaned under thoſe too many frailties and defeRts, as under 


an heavie burthen. I have many a time bitterly bewailed 
them in ſecret: they have made mee walke more humbly 


before.my God, and towards men. I have. continually com- - 
| : plained -: 
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plained heartily againſt themat the Throne of Grace, I have 
tincerely delired, and endeavoured after all thoſe meanes 
which mighr reſtraine and mortifie them, and made conſci« 
ence to diſcover and decline their unwelcome infinuarions, 
and fo I havegone on till in the holy Path, with fincerity of 
heart, aud in obedience unto God, (till upholding mine hearr 
with conſideration of the ſweet and mercifull diſpoſirion of 
, my deareſt heavenly Father, who ever, if the heart be uprighe 
and truely humble, zakes the will for the deed; and accepts us 
according to that which we have, and not according to that which 


-we have not, And therefore I am moſt ſure ( neither, by the 


helpe of God, ſhall all the devills in hell drive mefcom this 
hold) that they are buried for ever in the righteous and 
meritorious blood of my bleſfed Saviour, And foI hold up 
my head ſtill againſt all contradiQon of carnall reaſon, natu- 
rall diſtruft, Satans cruell ſaggeſtions ; being well affared : 
Thar harty humiliation, and grieving under weakeneſſe in 
well-doing, is as true a fruic of fanRification, and marke of 
true converſion ;as ſpiricuall abilitie rodoe well, Irisnot fo 
much the muchnefſe and quantirie, as the rruth of grace, nor 


ſo much the exaAneſle of the outward att in p2rforming ho- 


ly duties, as fincerity of heart, which qualifiesa broken heart, 
foe comfort in the promiſes of life, and affurance of Gods 
love. Though I know well, there was never any who taſted 
rraely grace, bur he ſincerely thirſted and endeavoured after 
more.Never did any man-well in the worſhip and ſervices of 
God, who did not bewaile his wants and failings thercin, 
and truely deſire and labour to doe better. Iris the propertie 
of Phariſees and formall profefſotrs, ro conceive thac they 
are ſpiritually rich enough already,and have need of nothing: 
but the berrer the Chriſtian is, the more ſenſible he is, and 
heartily complaining of his ſpiritual: poverty,naughty hearr, 
and manitold-imperte&ions. 

Here now then may we ſee in this Diſcourſe of the true 
Convert, comforting himſelfe in the point of his fpiricuall 
eſtare; other kind of (tuffe,{incere matter, ſounder grounds, 
more ſpeciall workings ofthe holy Ghoſt ; than any one of 


the 
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comfortable walking with God. Ir7 s 


the fore-mentioned deluded Ones was ever praftically and 
experimentally acquainted with. N-:ither is this all. The true 
Chriſtian hath yet more noble, immediate and demonſtra- 
tive evidence to ſtrengthen his heart in the aſſurance of 
Gods everlaſting love, unto himrhrough Chritt, and preſent 
poſſeſſion ofhis favour. For(wich ſubmiſſion co better judge- 
ments,and the ſpiricof che Pcophers )I conceive that a ſan- 
fified man may be affured of his ſpiricuall faferie, and ſouad 
{ſtate ro Godwards divers wayes. 

*1- By the evidence and ſingle a& ofinternall Viſion. Pee i co... wn 
have received, faith the Apoſtle, not the fpirit of the world, bus | 
the Spirit which is of God, that wee might know the things that 
are freely given us of God, that is to ſay, fay our Country» 
men of Rhemes, Chrifts Incarnation, Paſſion, preſence in the 
Sacrement, and the incomprehenſible joyes of Heaven. Burt 
iris cleare in the Text, that the Apoſtle ſpeakes of all the 
oifrs generally that are givenus of God, whether ſerverh the 
argument of compariſon, that asa mans ſpiric teacherh him 
to know all his thoughts thatare in him, at the leaſt in ſome 
meaſure: ſoalſothe Spirit of Gol reacherh the Beleevers to 
know all that God hath given them. Hee doth not fay, thar 
we know Gods gifts ; but that wee know the gifts thar God 
hath givenunto us. See further to this point and purpoſe, 

1 Tb.5.13. 2 Tim,z. 12, By a ſecret and ſacred ircadiation- - 

of the Spirit of faith, the ſanCtified ſoule is aſcertained of irs - 
perſomittand particular dependance, and reliance upon the 

promiſes of life, and Gods mercies through Chriſt, by which. 

ic knowes it hatheternall life, Toh. 3,36. __QGrimend ©, 

Als certainely as hee that hath a corporall ee, knoweth that 9vi predius eft | 
hee ſees : ſo certainely, hee that is illuminated with the light » wit fs vides : 
ef Faith, knowes that hee beleeves. The glorious ſplendour of fam cere» isqui 
ſuchan orient, aud heavenly Iewell cannot bur ſhew ir lelfe, Le anions the, 
and ſhine clearely to the heart whereia ic dwels. Like abright Y'* {© credere; 


Jampe ſer upin the ſoule, ic doth not onely manifeſt other dopticots, per.” | 
things; bur alſo ir ſelfe appearerhby ics owne light : when fin clmar Ab- 

_ I ſeeandrel'e upon a man promiſing me this, or that, Iknow ftatur jpfi quad - 
I ke, andrelyeupon him : ſhall I by faith behold my blefſed gf". ohne 

| > _ Redecmer, | 


I, an 


d f:6 jus Vei, Rom.” © 


4 
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Redeemer, lifred upasan Antitype to the brazcn Serpenr, 
for theeverlaſting cure of my wounded conſcience, and reſt 
upon him, and yer know no ſuch thing. 

a Ventinoſtrz&- Heare how cleare learned. Auſtin is tor this internall viſi- 
= phe "0 \. on. 2 Our fuith, faith: hee, 2s conſpicuous to eur owne mind, 
cap. 3» | b Paith it ſelfe is ſeene in the minde, although that which is 
om 0.9: eng beleeved by faith, is inviſible. c A man holds bes faith by moſt cer- | 
Thid-cap. 2. taine knowledge, and plaine atteſtation of conſcience, 4 Every 


fidem . tes . , b - : s 
Gs ſci- 12272 ſees his Faith in himſelfe, &c. Even © Durandus, taking 


end, clow __ upon him ro expound one ofthoſe. paſſages in the fore-cired 
o 7 : : 4 . : 
"o9—enany Pp ;. place of Ain, rels ns : T bat he which bath faith, is ſo certaine 


.* __- 9% OOO that hee hath it, as hee is of any other thing : for hos ahbes bon. 
m ol 
| que fidem aud lever, fieles that hee belreves, and by conſequent that bee hath 


ſcipſum videt: in £;;/, nd there -5s nothing more certaine than experience,” @#c. 
altero autem Ccre- 


 diteſſe eam, von * Yegaes wordsallo inthe Counſell of Trent, found this way : 


videt & tanto fir- | . . wy 
mius credir,quan- As bee that is bot e, 485 ſure be is ſos and ſpould want ſenſe, if hee 


ed feuQtus ejusma- dorebted £ ſo bre #at bath grace in him, doth perceive it, and 


iS NOVit, quos &- a 30 2 . 2 
6 ark foler fdes ©#/020Þ doubt, yet it is by the fenſe of the minde, not by divine 


per dileQionen. reveiation, 
Pibeap-d-.ere,  O%+ But if theſe things be ſo, how comes ir to paſſeNhar. 


quod habens fiee, Gols deareſt children complaine ſometimes, that chey heve 
wa cen et © either ſizhrnor ſenſe of their fairh? 

cu: certuse't de nſw, I ſpeake of thac which is ordinary, noc ever. The 
quocmqueat®: Sunne ina cleare skie diſcovers and manifeſts ir felfe with a 


pertrur ſe credere, witneſſe, though ſomerimes ir be over-caſt wich clouds, 
i c . . ” py 
Beck: ni. Or Eclipſed wich the Moon2, This heavenly lampe of Faith 


I! hilavrem eſt cer- ſhines, and ſhewes it ſelfe clearely enough to the ſanftified 
| ad quam fie re'o. REarr, in the calmeneſſe of a Chriſtian courſe, and ſereni- / 


+ 1a nc Rog tie of the ſoule ; eſpecially freſhly cleared, and purged 
I mor . . . . 
certicudo. lib. 3, With ſhowers, as ir were, of penircnt teares :though in che 


RT... dampe? of fpiricuall defercion, darkenefſ= of ſome ſtronger 
| eos. tempration, eclipſe of earthly-miadednefle, ir may lye 
; tib.2.p72-106- hid and obſcured for a rime, And yer for all this, if 


44 f Formar fibi 19% Chriſtians would be counſelled, 2nd beleeve the Prophets ; 


la de Deo,iniqui- . . - 
; ra«;fingens nant it rhey would not unde--value Gods infinite mercie, by 
| Seermren: looking upon him through a {laviſh dejeted .and me- 
Ig Serm.z8.coar: lancholike hamour, f which is wont to repreſent 'him 


as 


% 


comfortable walking with God: * —_—_ 
asterrible, fierce; and inexorable ; whereas in-his owne na-+ 
ture and ſweeteſt diſpofition, he is indeedeever moſt compaſſi« 
onate, tenCerhearted, and melting over the bleeding miſe- 
ries ofa truely broken heart : I ſay,if they would nor chus mi- 
Kake, bur conceive arighe of that moſt: adored myſtery and 
bortomleſle depth of his free love, Hof. 14. 4. Ezek. 16.8. 
Ter,31,3. Cant.2.4. Job.3.16. and 17.23. they might, even 
in times of deſertions, remprarions, ſpirituall afflitions of |, 
ſoule, ſicerly uphold their hearts with aſſurance of ® Ad--Samr-certiuds 
herence, though for the preſent they want. the aſlarance of qrien2:G cer- 


Evidence. For ſuch an aſſurance is intimated, Pfal.22.1. and ciz. The Sarnre in - 
their greateſt ex- * 


42-5,11. and 43.5. For inſtance : many a faithfull ſoule, 777 27aref ex 
making conſcience ofall ſine, fincerely following, the beſt certiradinem ad. 
things,reſolved without reſervation ro do or ſuffer any thing: ray wn ns. 


for Chriſt, would give a world to be ſenfibly aflured of $ ritudinem evie - 


dentiz. 


favour, and fully perſwaded that his ſinnes were pardoned,/;/* | 
By reaſon ef the _owage” ſenſe and feeling whereof, hee ſla- be fl? 609 _ 


; + . will I truſtin hj 
viſhly languiſhes upon the racke of rormenting feares and 7,1, rein him. 


terrours, utterly withour all cauſe; neither -onely fo, bur chedepebs have 1 
thereby alſo gratifying the devill, diſhonoucing Gods free:©?<4untothee,0 


Lor »©ho- 130, 1, 
mercy, diſabling himſelfe for a comfortable: diſcharge' of 7» this ons dos 


both his callings ; and that which he lictle thinkes on, lying 5207 < Phe 


ithe finneof nor receiving comfort, and of notaccepting an did, who held 
his owne properlegacie which Chriſt left him, 'Fob. 14.27. þ,9% 2 1 
For in che meane time his heart doth cleave umo Chriſt.as ro 4145; and one of 


them bein? cut off, 


the ſureſtRocke, He cries, and longs after him, and would ,,nE94: 


not part with him for- all the world: Hee woold infinicely 2% 5 «n46ers te- 
"ug cnt off, he held 


rather have his body. rent-from his ſoule, than his foule from ,j;, 7-5. 
his Saviour, Aske his affe&ion and refolurion this way y £e»/d« erve Ciri- 


fan doe in the 


and for all his feares and ſorrowes, hee will tell you, 'thar ,,.; i 
hee will ill reſt and relye upon his Lord, and ever-blefſed 47«/idioe. 


Redeemer, let him doe with him as hee pleaſe ; hee will cruſt Mr hag of 


in him, though hee kill him,. Now the inrernall viſion,con+ Sco-land, Preacher 
of Chriſts Goſpel. 


ſkciouſneſſe, refletedadt, that I may ipeake. inthe phraſe of ;, ;, chitin - 
the Schooles, of this fincere adherence unto: Chriſt; and 3yn2gogue, lib.3.,. 


thoſe exceeding precious promiſes of life, ſealed with his * 
Blood, might,and ought to affure him of the everlaſting ſafe» 


tie - 
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[full with unſpeakeable glorious joy, as che RIGA," 
an 


ie and happineſſe of his ſoule; zand ſo by conſequentzto —_ 


fort him infinitely more, than if he had che Crowne of the 
whole worlds ſoveraigntie ſerupon his head. Iaſtifying faith, 
which gives infallible intereſt ro erernall litegis not(to ſpeake 
properly and punftually) to be aſſured of pardon; bur ro 
traſt wholly upon rhe mercy of God through Chrill, for par. 


. don. If thereariſe queſtion in thy fearefull heart about thy 


ſpirituall ſtate; ſenſe and feeling is no fubſtanciall ground 
whereon to build , being a ſeparable accident zo the graces of 
falvation ; bur the truth and tender-heartedneſſe of Chriſt, 
inthe promiſes which can never faile, beingas ſureas God 
himſelfe. If ſome wrangling fellow ſhould lay claime unto 
thy land, thou wouldeſt nor in ſuch a caſe and-coneroverſie 
conſule with an ignorant neighbour ; he perhaps our of his 
weakenefſe and want of skill, mightraiſe dgubrs and dan- 
gers where there were none, and pur thee into a greater . 
tright; bur thou wouldeſt have recourſe ro ſome learnzd ar 
the Law, who.underſtandingly ſearching and ſurveying thine 
Evidences, and finding no flaw, would put,chee out of all 
feare, When in time of temptation rhou art terrified and 


atfcighted with renewed ſcruples and diftrations about thy 
' ſpiricuall well-being ; doe not in any wiſe adviſe with carnall 


reaſon, which.is ſtarke blinde in the myſtery of Cheiſlt ; much 
lefle with that evil One, who is a ſworne enemie to thy ſoule, 
and father of lies. They way tell thee, rhoy haſt no ſenſe, no. 
feeling, therefore all is naught : but tothe Word,. and to the 
Teftimony ; letthy trembling heart cleave tothe impregnable 
truth of choſe ſiveetelt promiſes; Iatth, 1 1,28. Revd. 21.6. 


Toh. 7.37.Eſay 55.1,8c.andthou arr ſafe for ever, Fora more 


full impreſſion of this comfortable point, I would have yau 
to refreſh your memories wich a reviſe of thoſe faure eſtares 
of faich, whichT have heretofore diſtinguiſhed, upon pus- 
poſe for the weakeſt Chriſtians ſake z and know, thar the 
refleted att of the loweſt degree and leaſt meaſure than men» - 


tioned, might upon good ground, if hee doe not wilfully * 


and wickedlyrefaſeto be comforted, fill his fearefull ſpirir as 


A” boo OO 


comfortable » walking with God. 


anche Sea of waters. Theſethings laid togerher and well 
weighed, may confe& a precions-and. ſoveratgne Antidore, 


againſt the flaviſh rerrours, cauſeleſfe feares; and heavie wal- - 


king of many which aretrue ofheart,diftreſſed in conſcience 
- abourjtheir ipiricuall ſtare:who while they labonr, and long 


with inſatiable greedinefſe (and Iblame not )) for a ſen» | 
ſible affarance, and feeling apprehenfion of Gods favour ; - 


doe too much negle& aud difregard chat comfort which their 


faich mightaffoord them upon good ground, in thar, not--- 
oding their preſent diftrating amazements and per=" 


wichſta | 
plexitie of ſpirir, they are able ſtill ro commit their ſoules un- 


to Chriſt, .as a-fai Redeemer, and- their everlufing .. 


ſtrength, 
In this point, T have let ſome paſſages fall by che way 


which _ ſerve to diſcover and diſſolve the vanitie and* 
e 


weakenefſe of that Dilemma ; wherein Bellarmix playes this 
willfull egregious Sophiſter : it rans rhus:. 


” 


The Proteſtants teach, faith he, that a man % jaitified by, | 
frcial a, wherely be perjwadeth bimſeſe, that bes Fi Je raotcg 


Now then he reaſoneth thus iy Thegin to beleeve that : 
;wit, I am either juſt or wnjuft. 1 Tf juſt, then I am not juſtified by 
Trib, y which The my in ro be Jef: becauſe ohis fog is 
after my juſtification. If unjuſt, then this faith is falſe, and ſo a 
man fb juſt ahje, 


id be Juſt 
o this "AL argument -wee anfwer this « There are 


ſandry ads of fpeciall faith: for my purpoſe at rhis time, take © 


yorice of two. 


r. A fiduciall affenr, reſting upon the merit of Chriſt an - 
affiance, dependance, adherence, reliance, or if rhere be any © 
other wordexpreſſing thar a& of an humbled ſoule, whereby ' 
ir cafterh and repoſerh ir ſelfe onely upon. Gods promiſe in ' 
Chriſt, for the abtaining of remiſſion of finnes, an1 everla-:- 
Ring life. In thisa&, the poare ſoule Uighrened and affrigh- 
miſery, and ſeeing- 
an infinite impoſfibilitie-of ſatisfying God forthe one, .or 


ted with fight and ſenſe of its finne a 
freeing irſelfe from the other, by any meanes or mericinhea- 


ven'Qr earth Z bur onely by the -propiriazory RIN > os F, 
ugS:- 


SeR. SeRarii no- 
an ſtritemporis. } 
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_ Teſus Chriſt : ic throwes. ir ſelfe into his armes, graſping alt 


abouc him, bidesir ſelfe intheclifts of this Rocke, from the 
ſftormes of Gods fierceſt and fiery indignation, + EAT 
in him plentifull redemption, and all ſufficiencie of falvarion; 
and therefore plies him with ſtrong cries and teares for mer. 
cie ;beſpeakes himin all rearmes of confidenceand affiance : 
My Lord, and my God, my bope, my fartreſſe, my . rocke, 
my ſtrength, my ſalvation ; ſave me, or I finke; hold me faſt, 
or I amloſt for ever. You may ſee ſometimes alictle infant, 
upon apprehenſion and approach of ſome ſadden danger, 
how heartily and haſtily ir runnes inco the mothers armes 
for ſaccour and ſafety :cven fo a truely wounded foule, pur-. 
ſaed by the terrours of the Law, and frighted withthedread- 
full ſight of Godsfrowning countenance, flies with ſpeed in- 
co the boſame of hisblefſed Redeemer, clings inſeparably 
ynco. his bleeding wounds for everlaſting protefton ; and 
there reſts upon the freeneſle of his Love, meric of his Paſ- 
fion, and trath of his Promiſe, as upon aRocke of Ererni- 
tie, never to be removed : nor the concurrent rage of 


::All che Devills in Hell, or power of darkenefle, being ever 
able ro. make a divorce.. By this af wee are accepred for 


as before the Throne of Grace, for Chriſts ſake and ſuf 
erings. _ | 

: An att of certification, which quickned by the Spi- 
rit of Grace, when God pleaſerh for his owne glory and good 
of his Child, refle&erh upon che ſoule with a.comfortable 
afſarance that wee are already in the armes of Chriſt, and 
His for ever, Theleaſt glimpſe whereof, a true heart would 
nor exchange for all the Kingdomes upon earth. "The firſt a& 
wakes us jult : The ſecond findes us juſt ; and focerrifies tru- 
ly , not bya lye, as lying companions, and Sarans Sophiſters 
calumniate, Icisthe ſaying of an excellent Divine, both for 
depth of learning and height of Holineſſe. To beleeve that my 


finnes are now pardoned, and that Tam ſeved : this is not the | 


feſt att of faith, but followes when now a man doth ſee himſelfe to be 
.2- By afecrer application of the promiſes of the Goſpell 
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in forme of an*® experimenrall Syllogyſme, thus : 
Whoſoeverbeleeves and repents, is the Childe of God 


©  '-2 Qui fidei fun 
»ſenſum incorde 
*; babet ; hic (cir 


But I beleeve and repent, therefore 1 amtheChilde of God.” \fecte Mr, 
in Epift. 2. 4d Co- 


The major, or firſt propofition, is cleere and evidentin the 
very letter, and by the immediate ſenſe 
Tob.3.36. Aft 10.45.& 13.39,8c. 


- Burhaw doe you know the minor, or ſecond'propofition | 


tobe certainely ſo ? 


By the certainty ofinternall viſion, whereby we as dleare- 
owledge, Ofc. 
in the forecired place of Arftin. In his opi- - 


ly ſce our faith, as our life, will, thought, 
as a 
nion, Iſay, Faith isas viſible corhe internall-eye of a fanQi- 


fied minde, as isa mans life and will :'Nay;' and we are wonr 


todiſcerne with a more-cager eye and obſervation a Strati- 
ger, thanan ordinary Domeſticke. Our life and will are in- 
bred, faich is advenricious. By the teftimonie of a renewed 


conſcience, - which is asa thouſand witneſſes, Now had 1 4 pris 


thouſand honeft witneſſes at the Barre before arr upright” 


| ' | Fs #h » I 3» 
of Scripture. ' See 71h <4 13 


Conſcientie pro - 


ſonkus, melle 


eſtes. 


C 


Judge, -to prove my cauſe, and jaſtifie my righragainft” ve ba 


out-facings and perjuries of a Knight of rhe Poſt, as they —_ 


ſay, well knowne to'be an infamous ſtigr 
and murcherer; 1-would lictle-doubt bur to” ger the 
It is propartionably fo in this 
tweene my regenerate illigh 


conſcience and Satan 


” 
4h 
ood D.}] 


in this caſe,ſhouldall the Devills in Hell ſweare the contrary, 
did carnall reaſon, naturall diſtruſt, or any other adverfary 


power, cavilland-contradi& with never ſuch-irkefome red 


Tribunal 


ian?-Oratde 


NEL Grd 


ouſneſſe ; yer-by the mercy of God, I will ' nor wichirand 


that heavenly light ſtanding in my conſience like an armed 
man: 1 will 
till T die, | 

But how doe you-know, that you-truely beleeve? We may 
know, perhaps, that wee have ſome kinde of faith, but not 


that we have the true lively faith, which will ſervethe rurne -.- 


for ſalvation. 


never take away mine innocencie from-my ſeife, un- 


I atſiwer : Saint Payl bids us trie, and"pr OAT BIETTS 


whether we have that Faith, by which Chriſt dwellerh in our 
. cis + Y "hearts, 


324 Generall dircitions for-a 
7 | hearts, which is the faich of ſuch as are accepred with God, 
2 Cor.13.5. Now it were ſtrange, ifthe bleſſed Spirir ſhould 
,bid us examige and ſearch for thar,. which could nor poſlibly 

be fognd our. 
Aegaine, ifa man cannot be certaine, that he beleeves wich 
all his hearr,thar is, truly and fincerely Philips interregatorie 
» x8 qnidam mo- 79 the Exznch, AfQ.8.37, had beene dares. aerated 
das in T onſcientia reply raſh and unadviſey. 
Sorin Am  Luſtin was Cleerely of this minde, that's man way be ac- - 
efſe finceram,no- uainted with the linceri of his faith * Therews, faith he, s - 
am certa a; cs fore of gorying # in the conſcience, when thou ore thy fob 3 is 
ne roy oY Snare, by le certaine, thy love without di 
TER. - , ſay they, beleeve, andare z * chinking | 
349, Flay a which they have nor; 1 0 ren þ 


Anſwer, Sathouſande amongſt vs, by the falſe ſpeRtacles - 

q $526305/01"2o preſumption, making the bridge .of Gods mercy broader 

..- than MY pts Ris his rruth,which confines ironely co 

' " broken heans3are wofully deluded, and ready every moment 
to be drowned inthe dungeon of fire and brimftone : muſt 

Rooigs thoſe ary who _ _— SENSE = gen -—4 : 

beleeve, upon good grou e part © 
dev ed 2 Becauſe mad men, and men aſkeepe, know notwell-. 

they areaſlcepe, and rage ; muſt therefore men truly wa- 

gs + wi oc certainely they are awake, and in - 
their wits? ple generally conceive of the 

' Sannes magnitude,thac. ieisnor pat aooceroundal ther , 

fore the certaintic of f knowledge hat it {rp rimes bigpger- 

than the earth,bedeniedto the 8ki omer?Some men 

dreame thatthey arerich,tumble [re amongſt their gol- 

den heapes, and it is nor fo indeed when they awake;zdothno - 

man jam nt. kaow whether he-be rich or no ? 


« Fidetn ſuam .. 

quiſque qui cam ceive jonably:ofrepentance, an inſeparable 
haber, wider in DO FAEdex deooxughs 16 tie pf rue faich, which is then faving | 
nomeer— Br fr ſci- : 

emi3, & clamante conſcientia, dicente nw, Proinde & refipiſcentiam, que fidei vere eft indi - 


vidua comes, atque efeftus. ——Veraqu ——cc; tudige viſionis interne, ſeu teſtimonit. « 
proptiicordis,o DE anaeeſtibcantls Spurikeui aofito, hy fliiDei. Rip, 3,16. Pay: + 


when 


dan, ASC —_—_ 


comfortable walking with God. 

' when iris ſerious, fincere, and withour hypocritie ; and thar 
- may be manifeſt and cleerely diſcernable co the heart that 

- hath ir. Doe you chinke, the ſeriouſneſſe of rhe Niiivies re- 
.pentance was nor certaine unto thern ? We have received the 

Spirit of God, faich Paul, that we might know the things has are 

freely given ms of God, whichare nor onely lite everlaſting, &c, 
. buc juſtification, ſfanfibearion, and ſuch like.I ſay, faviogneſſe 

of repentance, as of faith, confiſts'nor1h the meaſure ind 
- muchneſle ; bur in the ſinceritie anderuth,; of which the true 
icent way be cerraine, as well as of his ſorrow. But now Richer. Palud: 

whereas the Popiſh Doors being blinde-guider, leade their mares neceſſartly 
hoodwinkt followers inco' ſuch perplexed mazes of uncer- '*Cen*rition;Sum- 
. tainties,and indeed impollibilities abourcontririaon,in reſpeR ccafives gradua=- 
ofexrenfion;intenſion, appretiarioni, equivalence to finne;no Kr. _ 
marvelichough they pleade pertinaciouſy for the point, and levers, certawin- 


purgarory of doubring. _ -, — 
3. By the effe&ts and fruics growing from the roote of Parr org 4 
in che heart.  - RN ' Tz 
But there maybe ia the hypocrire, an exat outward Con- whereby rive Le 
 formity and obedience. h _— ew rg 


, I anſwer, Trueit is,that for the outfide andcagkafle, as it diinded Over of 
were, the workes ofunſanRified men, may be like to chaſe of pros me work 
te godly,but.chey are without the ſoule, life axd{pitioticy of ixroreable a 
is in the work ofa true beleeverzro which heis'no lefſe privy pe neone ne. 
in bis hearc,then.to the Queward work which paſſeth thorow em, « with ce 
his hands. And we hold, that workes done in uprightneſſe of jug eZ que. 
hearc, onely, are they which truely reſtifie in this caſe. ' drthames, 

Let every true-hearted Nathaneel then comfortably con- 
clude pardan and peace unto his owne ſoule, from all fuch 
fruics ſo qualified. For inſtance, inone. 
Wee know that wee have paſſed from death to life, becauſe wee 
love the Brethren, x Iob.3.14. Tlove the Brethren : therefore I - 
am tranſlated fromdeath to life, | 
But is it poſſible for a man to know that he loves his Bre« 
threnas he ought, and as the Apoſtle requires? 2 
Saint Fohn makes ir a figne of our being ſorranſlated,; there- 
Fore it may be knowne, For ſignes ——— other — 
BEM 2 | 
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| Magjs caim a9- maſtthemſelves be more manifeſt. And Aftintels us, that s 
u2 diligir, quam 9237z kyzowes more the love with which be: loves, than bis brother 
ratrem, quem di- ,,Þ 974 be loves. 


"rob ogg Thus may the Ciriſtian infallibly colle&, the ſanfifying 
Spirir, -oftifying Faich, ſaving Grace to dwell in his hearr,by 
all gooddeeds, holy daties, inward or outward fruits ſpring- 
ing froman upright heart, Foras ic followes, and may be in- 
farred infallibly and demonftratively from the cffe&, ro the 

' proper cauſe in other things : For example : Iris day; there- 

re the Sunne is riſen, becauſt day cannot be cauſed, bur by 

the Sunnes riſing : ſo inthis point allo explained as before. 

If we purſue and py with true hearts. the whole Trade of 
Chriſtianicy; If we be ſincerely exerciſed inthe works of ho- 

linefle, juſtice,. mercy and cruth, and walke humbly with our 

God ; we may build upon ir, that wee are truely bleſſed. All 
ſuch ſound fruirs of Faith, are evideat fignes-and demonſtra- 

tions of our ſpiricuall ſafecie, and ſtanding faft for ever. If ye 

2Pet. 1.2: doe theſe things, laith Peter, ye fhall never fall. | 

4. By the teſtimony-of the Spiric;which ſomerimes;as in the 

tim2 of more fervent prayer, holy retirednefſe of minde, hea- 

. venly mediration,or in ſomequickning exerciſes ofextraordi- 

| nary humiliation;orafter ſome ſpeciall imporrane ſervice done 

ro God&-his Church wich bumble ſinceriry, and in true zeale; 

z vp6 the ſoule-ſearching paſſage of ſome well ground-dSer- 

mon of comfort,and ſcaſonable application of mercy;or-in the 
beginmag of ſpiriruall,and end ofnaturall life,as moſt needful 
times;or iathe time of martyrdome, andfincere ſufferings for 

the Name of Chritt,&c.1 ſay ar ſuch times the Spirit may ſug- 

eſt and teſtifie to the ſanftified conſcience,wirh.a ſecrer, ftilt, 
art-raviſhing voyce thus or in the like manner; thou art the 

child of God ; chou arc in the number of rhoſe thar ſhall be a= 

a vers YI thou ſhale inherit life everlaſting : And that as certainely 
> tefterur, and comfortably, as if that Angell from Heavenſhould fay ro 

| nn rpc mo quiſpiam, vel Angelus, « tiam Archangelus a a 

uy, A _ why, gm mn agg — Fern. op = vers ins 


—— 
—— 


eſſentis, quz & hoc ipſum largieur, quod promittit, arque adeo orare 'ctian juille, | teftimo- 
_ _ perhibeme, quiſnam de dignitate rac deinceps dubitare poterit; Chro/ef..on verſe 16+ 
. cap $.0d, Roms. | oo 


thee,. 


UMI 


ty. a. 
——— 


b. comfortable walking with God. _—_ 


thee, as hedid to Daniel, Greatly beloved. And why ſhould any 
Popiſhcayiller contraditt this, fith even Bella-mi himſelfe 
ſpeakes proportionably in another caſe ? Vpon a paſſage in 
Auſtin, acknowledging the interior ethcacy of Gods Spirit, . 
giving teſtimony to our hearts concerning thetruth of thar 
which is contained in the Scriptares, fairhÞ he; T hs light of b Hor: igitu eſt 
faith is a certaine teſtimony of God, by which it 1 jaid to the ſecret eoreengns” 
 cogitations of our hearysy That is true, thou needeſt not to dewby wn quoddamDei, 
tbereof, Here is an immediate teſtimony of rhe Spiricgran= kr pert) rrocg 
red for the confirmation of the truth of the Word , why wr nobis; Ta efts 
may not the like be expedted. for an aſſurance of the worke {,,c.2- tne 
of the Word ? Mighty and remarkeable was the worke of f4#-5#2*lygi- 
the Spirit this way .upon. the heart of that Noble Martyr, yo... 
Robert -Glover, uponthe firſt ſight and repreſentation of the. 
Stake (1d ſweetly ſeaſonable is God in all his refreſhings.) 
For two or three dayes before his death, hee was full heavily 
oppreſſed with the fpirituall miſeries of a dead: heart, and 
ſpiritual deſertion, In which time no doubr hee cried migh- 
tily unto God, and often reflefted the: eye of his renewed 
conſcience upon atruly, beleeving penicenr; tumble, holy 
and heavenly heatr ; refolved to {-crifice ies warmeſt blood 
in che mercileſſe fire, for the teſtimouy of Feſas; and yerno 
comfort would come. :Buc in the very nicke; and needfull 
time, as you may ſee in the Story, the bleſſed Spirit did ſad- 
denly ſhine into his darke and deſolate foule, with the glo- 
rious beames of his owne immediarecomforr, and fo ſenftbly 
filled it with ſach overflowing Rivers of ſpirituall joyes,that 
nodoubt they mightilyabatedand quenchr the: ragefull fury 
ofthoſe Popiſh flames, wherein he ſweetly fell afleepe. It 
was a ſpeciall and immediate ſpringing ofthe holy Ghoft'm 
bis heart, which made Mafter Peacocke, afcer many dayes of 
_ extremeſt horronr, profeſſe, that The joywhich befelt in his 
conſcience, ws incredible. Wee feele and acknowledge by 
daily experience, that Satan doth immediatly inj&;' and 
ſhall not the bleſſed Spiris, after his holy and heavenly man- 
ner, immediately alfo ſuggeſt ſomerimes ? 
 .Neitheris this to be repuced anexwaordinary revelati- 
| Y 3 : + 


w_ 8. 


——_— — 
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a Fidelium on,or * Enthufiaſme without or beſide the Word of God (1 
Taneopnetve. heartily abominate all Anabaprifiicallfooleries and phren- 


ationealiquiqui fies:) For that which the Spirir ſo reveiles unto our conſcien-- 
_ - ces, wee ourſelves may colle& and conclude our of Gods: 
tefeceriſed pro- Word, upon the conſcience of our faith; repentance, other 
Ee Raſta faving endowments and holy graces ſhining in our ſoules, 
rerno, quo quis and uprightly exerciſed in our whole converſation. When we 
ſciplum expo®'n by theſe meanes have affured our ſoules; that weare the chil- 


Chriſtum crede- dren of God, which is thereſtimony of'onr owne renewed 

Ne oSorits ſpirits z the Spiric of-God, asanotherwitneſſe,ſecondeth and 

reſtanrisin cordi- confirmeth this afſfurance, by divine inſpiration, and by ſweer 

Dos ot, 2” motionsand feelings of Gods ſpeciall goodnefſe, and glori- 

Melin.Anet.-Ar- ous ſaving preſence; and ſo according to the Apoſtles phraſe, 

mne-c4p.4% 8 Rom. 8; 16, Beareth wiſe with our ſpirits, Wherefore if- 
any man preſame- upon; or pretend any immediate ſuggeſti-- 
onor revelation, for his ſpirituall faferie,and everlaſting wel-- 
being, and-yer want utterly the teſtimony of his renewed” 
conſcience tothe-ſame purpoſe ;the teftimony of univerſall 
obedience; ofnor lying willingly and delightfully in any one 
knowne inns; df crucifying the fleſh with the affe&ions and 
luſts, &c. I can givehim none bur this cold comfort ; bee is 
curſedly cozened by the Devills counterfcite glory of an 
Angell, caſting.into his abuſed imagination ſuch groundlefſe 
conceies, which in time oftriall will vaniſh into nothing, and- 
flie away as adreame. 

By the way ler mee tell you, that though this laſt manner 
of aſſurauce be wore immediatly from the Spirit ; yer con- 
ceive thatthe other: alſo are nor effeftuall npon the heart, 
withoutrhe excication,illuminarion and afſicance of the ſame 
blefſed Spirit. 

For the firſt, confider the forecited place, 1 Corinth. 
2. I'2, 

For the ſecond ; when the conſcience, through the mini- 
ftrie ofthe Law, doth teftifie ro a man his ſtate in finve, and 
under the curſe ; it is, through the ſpiric of bondage, thar ir 
doth teſtifie : then when ic doth teſtifie ro him his ftate of 
grace, and. freedome from the curſe, it-is much rather from 


R ee 


the. 


UMI 
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"us in the Councell of Trent: The Holy G 
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the Spirit of Adoption. No mancan ſay, that Teſus is the Lord, ».Cor. 1203. } 
but hy the Hol Ghoſt. herpes | YG 

'Forthe third, Idoubt nor, but the bleſſed Spirit,as-s com« 
fortable Remembrancer, refreſhed Hezekiar memory, when ha 
cried to the Lord;Remember now, O Lord, &c. Eſay 38.3, 

But how ſhall a man diſcerne, and difference, a ine per- 
ſwaſion, and the teſtimony of the Spirir ; from a groundleſſe 

ſumptuous conceit,and the Devills deluſion ? 

If Bellarmin aske me, I will ealily op his mouth : _. 

Firſt, by demanding him,how his Saint ® Francis,and Saint a De jufi. 15h. 3, 
Antony, knew affuredly,thar their revelations of the cerraine ;9:552Wr- 
remiſſion of their finnes, were from the Spirit of God, eſpe- | 
cially fich with him they wererevelations quice beſides and 
without the Word, For Þ hee holds, thatthis propofition b 154.S-@. Prime 
Prazcss istruely juſtified: Antony harh his finnes forgiven ,"** 1 
and ſo of other particular men, is not to be found in the 
Word, eſther immediately, or by evident conſequence; 
which wee upon good ground contradict, if the particular 
men be true beleevers. | 

Secondly, by that ſaying of Ambreſe, urg 


© Catart>c Hiſtory of the 
doth never <lofTrens, * 
ſpeake unto ws, but  doth- make us know, that it 4 Hee tha © as 
eaketh. of | - 
- But if the doubrfull Chriſtian truely troubled abour it, 
would be caughr and informed in the point; or if it be poli- 
ble that the Phariſe, the deluded One ſhould heartily defire 
co be illightened, I adviſe that they would conſider upon 
theſe _— markes of difference. 

1. A fſoundperſwafion upon good ground by the 
Spirit, is ever- agreeable and anſwerable exatly to the 
Word. The inward teftimony of the Spirir, __ outward 
teſtimonſe of the Word, doe alwayes ſweetly accord, and .. 
one anſwers to the other, as face to face in water. And 
therefore, ifrhat thy preſent ſtate, wherein thou conceiveſt | 
thy {ele to be ſure and fafeenough for falvation, be dif- 
abled and condemned by Gods Word ; thy confidence is 
vaine, and. Satan delides thee, The Scripture tells us, 
_ h Yo 


—— 
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*Seafio — ng That whoſoever # borne of God, dothnot commit * ſinne,x Job. 


«Ang.in Pſa. 11 
b vVbi regnat 
pro>oficum pecs 
candiz ibifiducia 
miſcricoxdiz exn- 


ePſal.66. 18. 
d Pfal. 68.21, 


abideſt inthe are of meere civill honeſty, and yer thinkeft. 
with thy ſelfe, that thou art thereby furniſhed ſufficiently 
for furure happinefſe, it is bur afalſe flaſh. And why ? Be- 
cauſe the Word' faith, without bolineſſe no man ſball ſee the 
Lord, Hebrewes 12. 14. Which neceſſarily implies ; That 
t licetilte Fa- NO meere © civill man can poſſibly be faved. If thou be a . 
onicius 3 fir licer Iyke-warme Laodicean, and yet conceiveft thou art rich e- 
Scipios* ir lice nough ſpiritually, and lookeſt ro be faved;.chou art de- 
Regulus quoren ceived : And why ?: Becauſe the Word faith ; That Chrift - 
eanquam in anti» Will ſpew fach a one oor of his mouth, Revelation 3. 16. 
qus Romans <us Pye as a filthy birrer vomiris-co the ſtomacke, and mouth 
puciferern- Of man that ſpewes ir- our; ſuch are all Juke-warme 
ous conrra tulia, formal Profefſours to the Lord Teſus Chriſt, as himſelfe 
- Pejag-6b.4..3. | there profeffes, ' A terrible and flaming fentence, —_— 7 
; : : TQM ; 
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from the Indge his owne mouth in the meane time ; which, 
me chinks, ſhould horribly affright thouſands in our dayes; 
who ſtand for a frozen formality, hearrlefſe indifferency,re- 
ſerved nenerality, and politicke moderation in profefſion, 
and praQiſe of Religion. Thus a true reftimony and ſound”: 
perſwafion of a good eſtate ro Godward, ever holds eor- 
reſpondence rothe Word, and is infallibly grounded thero- 
0pon. 

Obje&. Sayyou fo ? Ifi ſpirituall caſes and points of faith;- 
how is it poſhible ; that a man ſhould bee infallibly cer-- 
taineof that by the Word, which is nor contained in the 
Word, either immediatly, or by good conſequence? Bur pe jupir tis. 3. e.* 
Bellarmin affirmes, that this particular Ts Such, 8.8 prime a=. 
or ſuch a man is truely juitified; 18 not contained in the wi 
Word of God, either immediately orby good conſequence; . 
KC, | | 6404 

« Anſwer, Tolet paſſe at this time, that which. ſome wor 
thy Divines preſſe in this point, thar ſach places as theſe, 
Pſalm.103. 3, Eſay 43. 32.” Rom, 10, 9, Gal, 2.20, &c, Inti- 
mate and imply ſucha particular propoſition, immediately » 
Fanſwer, that it is dedaced by evident conſequence our of 
the Word, For from ſuch generallpromiſes ane propoſitions 
as theſe; Hee that bekeveth on the Sonne, hath everlaſting life, 
Toh, 3. 36. Wheſoever beleeveth in him, ſhall receive remiffion 
of ſinnes, AF. 10. 43. And by bin all that beleeve, are juiti- 
fied from all things, &'c. 4H. 13. 39. &e. follow by good 
conſequence theſe particulars : Paul,. Peter, Lather, Calvin, 
Beza, Bradford, or any other particular man beleeving in 
him receives remiſſion of finnes ;. is juftified ; hath ecernall 
life, Even as it followeth dire&ly and infallibly, every man is 
areaſonable creature ; therefore Tobn, Thomas, &c. is endued 
with reaſon. 7 

Thongh no word faith expreſly and immediatly ; Thou 
Thomas beleeving ſhalt be ſaved; yer the ſame werd which 
faith, Every one beleeving,hath eternall life, faith alſo; Thou 
Thom beleeving, haſt eternall life, or ſhalt be ſaved. As on 
the contrary, this nniverſall, Hee that beleeveth not the oy | 
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ſhall not - ſee life,” but: the wrath of God abideth on him, inclu- 

_derh vertually, conſequently, infallibly,as rhough they were 
writ inir, theſe particulars : Tudas, Bellarmin, or Bonner, &c, 
not beleeving, ſhallnor ſee life, but the wrath of GoJ abi- 
+ deth on him. Otherwiſe, if the generall did not thus ſuffici- 
ently include and comprehend every particular ; and an uni- 
verſall propoſition all ſabordinate fingular —_— un- 
der ir ; the Law, T hou ſhalt not kill : Tho ſhalt not commit adul- 
tery : T bou ſþalt not beare falſe witneſſe againſt thy neighbour , 
would not belong to Favx blowing up the Parliamenr : to 
this or thar Prieſt polluting himſelfe in hearing confeſſion; 
to Bellarmin lying voluminoully ; becauſe its no where ex- 
 preſly writ ; Thou Bel/armin thalr not beare falſe witneſſe 
againſt thy neighbour. Thou ſhaveling, beware of ſelfc pol- 
lution. Thou Faxx ſhalt nor reare in pieces the Royall limbs 
of the Lords Anointed. | . 

If Ton or:T homas beleeving,' be not bound to be affured 
of his ſalvation out of the generall promiſe ; excepr it were 
faid ſomewhere in Sceipture ; That T homar or Tohn by name 
ſhould be ſaved; it would follow that theſe particular men, 
were not bound to be honeſt men ; or tofeare God ; becauſe 
it is no where ſaid in the Word; that Thomas or Tobn ought 
to-be honeſt men,;orarecommanded to feare God, but one= 
ly inthe generall. | 

Ina word, let the Teſuite tell mee, whether out of the 
Word-hee be infallibly certaine that his body ſhall riſe a- 
gaineat the laſt Day. He dare not for his heart denie ic. And 
I pray you Belarmiz tell me, where it is particularly and 
expreſly faid in Scripture, that rhe body of. Robert Bellar- 
min (hall riſe againe at the laſt Day? All particular in- 
fallible affurance in this kinde, ſprings our of the generall 
propoſition and promiſe rhat All ſhall riſe. n Corinth. 15, 
Cc. 

2. That heart which doth ſweetly enjoy the Paradiſe of _ 
atrue teſtimony, and well grounded perſivalion ; thar it pre- 
{ently lives the life of grace, and immorrality : is fincerely 
affeced and inflamed with a reverent love, and inſatiable 
x | * longing 
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comfortable walking with God. "98. 
longing after the Word preached and read, prayer,ſinging 2 Or if this deſire 


of Pſalmes, medication, conference, vowes, dayes of humi- bl prong _ 
lation, uſe of good Bookes, godly company, all Gods or- preg ng 
dinances, and good meanesappeinted and fanQified for our girirue!! dams; 
ſpirituall . Becauſe thorow-cthem, as ſo many golden #? "ni £r5eves,, 
conduits,thoſe gracious ſaving operationsef the holy Ghoft z«rely conrend: 5y 
are conveyedand continued unto it; which miniſter ſound £275 Poe ts 
matter and true grounds of ſuch comfortable aſſurance : and regaine andrecover 
in the conſcionable uſe and exerciſe of themalſo are wont \7/7mer/7 mare 
ſomerimes ro be ſecredly and; ſenſibly breathed into it, fuch ies tvly cars- 
heavenly reall refreſhings themſelves ; which rhe joy of the 775." niments- 
* Whole werlds enjoyment cannot poſlibly equal]. But now wer <»d «b/en/2, 
* theaffe&tion this way of thoſe who are Phariſaically pufc TY 
up with a groundlefle concert and vaine confidence ; is «rcepnercen ro 
faint and forwall ; partiall and reſerved; nor accompanied Jmer,.* 7 
with that univerſalitie and uniformitie of-reverence. and re- 
ſpe&tcoall the bleſſed ordinances and meanes of grace, It is 
everthe wont and: wilineffe of ſach to qualifie their coun-- 
tenance and:correſpondence to theſe, with that moderation - 
and remper which may be compatible, and plaufibly conſiſt 
with the fafetie oftheir remporall hepplnct, and fecuritie - 
of their boſome finne. And no marvell though their affe-- 
Qion inthis kinde benot ſo hearty, and holdont; for they: 
draw-no yo vertueand ſweernefle from Chriſt, through 
them ::and their conceic of being right, is nor fedde from 
the Breaſts of the Bible, a:dwith the heavenly Manna of a 
conſcionable Miniſtery ; but builr upon thoſe inſufficient 
gone and rotten proppes I. diſcovered and diſabled be- 

=. 

3. A ſound atid undeceiving perſwafion that thou art e«. 
verlaſtingly locke in the armes of Gods mercy and love, 
grounded upon the Word, ſeconded and ſet on by the Spi- 
rit; isa moſt rare and rich Iewel], which dorh infinitely our- 
ſhine and overweigh in ſweernefſe and worth any rocke of 
Diamond, Chriſtall Mountaine, or this great Creation, were 
it all- converted into one-unvaluable Pearle; and therefore. 
is infinicely envied, -and affaulced mightily on. .all _ 

hy 
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Ic is continually hunted likea Partridge on the Mountaines 

| by naturall diſtruſt, the policie of Satan, and all the powers 
of darkenefſe, There is nor a wicked ſpirit, bur is trauſpor- 
red with implacable indignation againſt that heaven upon 
carth ; and therefore rages and roares abour thee.Kill, to rob 
and bereave thy humble breſt of ſuch an heavenly Jemme. 
Beſides the rwo maine ends and generall aimes ot all the 
malice and machinations of thoſe apoſtared angels: . The 
diſhonour of God, and- 2. The diſcomfort of mens ſoules : 
In this point they are peculiarly enraged with extreame helliſh 
anger ; to ſee a morrall man, a childe of Adam, crowned 
by Gods mercitull hand,even in this life, with right and inte- 
reſt, and asit were, an carneſt penny of the Inberitance with * 
the Sumnts in light, and of thoſe blefled Manſions of glory and 
.reſt, of which, by their Apoſtacie and pride they have un- 
happily and everlaſtingly deprived themſelves.Neither onely 
ſo, but chey imploy alſo their Agents, enemies to the grace 
of God and thine owne fearefull hearr, to charge falſely ma- 
ny times upon thee, Hypocrifie and delufion, leſt that white 
b.Asnenecancom- ftone given thee by the holy Ghoſt zthe ſplendor and b ſweet- 
7 ws = =_ neſſe whereof, none knoweth bur hee that hath Ic, ſhould 
55 conſcience, bur fairely ſhineupon thy {ad ſoule with that lighrſomneſſe and 
rhe heare 144 n= comfort,as it both may and ought. Whereupon it muſt needs 


dures it 5 ſo none 


ca» concezve the follow, that if thy perſivaſion be well grounded and affu- 


Sreemeſe of *** rance true; it will beaccompanied and often exerciſed with 


Spenſes kiſſe,bus n 2 n 2 
the ſoxle thes re= feares, jealoulies, doubts, diltruſts, varieties of temptations, 


OT Satans firieſt darts, injeed ſcruples, contradi&ions of fleſh 
and blood, cavills of carnall reaſon, want of comfortable 
feeling, &c. which will many rimes neceſſarily drivg thee to 
cry mightily to God, and complaine at the Throne of grace, 
againft all this helliſh ordinance and aſſaults of thy unbelec- 
ving hearc ; by the wraltling of faith ro warme thy ſoule 
with meditation upon the promiſes, to re-examine and re- 

? viſe thy grounds, to confirme thy watch, to: reſorc for. 
counſel], ſtrength, and comfort to the quickening meanes ; 
experience of former ſiveete feelings, and motions of rhe- 
Spiric ; to truely judicious Divines, experienced ——_ 

ayes 


— jp WPETSE 


ba; ls — 


comfortable walking with God. 


. dayes of humiliation, bookes of belt reliſh co a ſpiricuall 
 raſte, %<. Bur now on+the contrary fide, the preſamptuons 
- confidence and groundlefle conceics,lie in the Phariſees bo- 

ſome with mnch\quierneſſe and ſecuritie ;withour doubcing,. 
' difficultie, concradiQion, or any fauctradoe.Thereaſonis, his 


carnall heart is well enough contenr, and meddles nor; be- 


cauſe ir ftill feedes upon the-delights of his darling ſine, 
' withour diſturbance. Satan is roo ſubcill ro enterpoſe, rempe, 
* or interrupr,/ in ſicha caſe. For hee well knowerh char his 


foundation is-falſchood, his hope of hedven- hura: golden 


- dreame ; andtherefore in policy he holds his peace, that hee 
may hold him the faſter. 
Takenotice by the way ; that that very thing which makes 
' many atrue-hearted Chriſtian t doubt of himſelfe, and'of 
the ſonndnefle of his ſpirituall Rate, ſhould pur him our of all 
doubr ; even often exerciſe with dbubts, remprarions, mulri- 
plied artempts againſt his faith, and aſſurance of Gods love; 
prayed againſt, hambly refiftd and*oppoſed wich cleaving 
-unto'the tender-heartednefſe of Chriſt, and truth of his pro- 


miſes,chongh for the preſent hee hath licrle or no feeling ; no” - | 


ſuch joy and peace in ſo beleeving : And that very thing up- 


on which the deluded* Ones doe build, and many cimes boaſt- | 


\ them(elyes;'to wit, thac they are uncroubled, uncempred,. 
in point of faith, and pretendedaffurance; may returne an in- 
fallible remonſtrance to their owne conſciences, thatithey are 


certainelyideceived. For doubrleſfe, rhar faith which is never - 


affaulred with deubring, is bur a fancy. Afſbredly thar afſt- 
rance which isever ſecure, is but adreame, Many a Phariſee 
ſtandsby the bed-fide of rhe fincere Profeffor, vitited with 
afflitionof conſcicnce.and many heavy CO —_— fſecret- 
ly and finfully pleafing himſelf in the unblefſed calmenetis of 
a groundlefſe confidence, and in his ſreedome from fuch ter- 
ror$and ſpirituall troubles : when as himſclfeis like an Oxe 
facring inthe greene paſtures of impunity and outward .proſ- 
peritie for the day of fllanghrer : Buc the aflied party 1s as 
cions gold, purifying inthe Lords refining furnace, chac 
may afterward come aut and ſhine more gloriouſly. . 
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- 4, In thar heart ro which the Spiric of God teſtifies, 
thar wee are His children, Rows. 8. 16. doth the ſame Spi- 
rit create many fervent «< jaculations, (trong cries, and unut- 
rcrable groenings, verſe 26, The teſtimony of the Spiric 

is ever attended with: the Spiric of Prayer, Thar gloricus 
glimpſe ſhining into the ſoule, and affuring ic of falvati- 
on, is ſo ſweete, fo heavenly, fo raviſhing ; ſo tranſcendent 
and EY above all earchly Ty, that. it warmes 
the ſpirir of a wan wich guickning lite and libertie, to powre 
out ir ſelf in the preſence of his Lord and. his God, be. 
fore the Throne of Grace: ſometimes inmore hearty trium- 
phanr, andas it were, winged prayers: at other times, in 
thoſe which are more faint and-cold, yet edged with in- 
finite deſires, that they were more fervent, and therefore 
_ by the way, as it were, mingled and perfumed with the 
foveraigne and fatisfaQory incenſe in the Golden Cenfer, 
Revet3-4 which the Angell of the Covenant holds in his hand, are 
 gracioufly accepted of him, which by an excellency and 

pca.57. 3» - ficle of higheſt honour, is filed the Hearer of Prayers : or ac 
a Plc-umque boc leaſt, with unexprefſable® groanes and inward wielilings, 
_—_—— for preſervation, recovery, and enlargement of that fame 
monibus, agitut; comfortable aſſurance ic lelfe, and of all other holy gr; 
e017. £8 and fruits of the Spirir, purity, of hearr, coaqueſt over 
Epiſt.121- . Corruption, ncecer Communion with God, ſpiricuall min- 
Cogkariomael?” Jednefſe, and ſuch other heavenly gueſtsz amongſt whom 
num 7dew in P/+ jt is wont to dwell wich delight, and repreſent ic ſelfe 
mon more comfortably. Bue now on the other ſidez every 
deluded Phariſee is a meere ſtranger to the power of Pray- 

er. His, preſurption and groundleſſe confidence, is bur a 

weede. which will: grow of .its owne accord; and there- 

fore is nor ſenſible of any n:ceilitie, neicher feeles any wanc 

of conſtant prayer from a broken heart : univerſall obe- 

diencez or the holy preciſeneſſc of the Saints to ſup- 

re it, | E 

of An aſſurance of Gods Loveupon ſure -gronnd, doth 
mightily quicken, keene, , and ſpurre forward the ingenuous 
Chriſtian co more holineſſe, hacred. of finne, reſolution jn 


good 
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© comfortable walking with God, 


cauſes, watchfulneſſe over his heuwr, walking wich 

: Having theſe promiſes, faith hee, kt —— ſeife 
fon ol fitbne ft fleſs and iris, prſeXling bolineſſe in 
the feare of Gad : Having this hope, 1 willlabour topurifie 

' my ſelfe, even as Hee 34 pare. To [ct rhe principall motive 
paſſe, it is impoſſible bor har the feeling conſtiouſneſle that 
Gods free love, throngh Chriſt, hatch freed-n1from ecernity 
ofrorments; one houre wherein, is infinitely more ſtinging 
and terrible, than all the rorcures that all mankinde hath, 
doth, or ſhall endure, fromrhe Creation to the endofthe 


2 Cory. 1, 


al Iob.3, 1. 


world ;and cerrainely interefſed us roerernitie of joyes, one - 


houre wherein, doth incomparably ſu 


of this wide world, were they colle of 


into onelumpe 


allthe delighes- 


pleaſure; 1 ſay, it cannor be, but that fuch an aſſyrance- 


(hould ftirre up the bleſſed foule to doe or faffer any thin 
for Chrifts ſake ; rather to die thati turne Papiſt; #o Fo 
worthily in Ephrata, end bee famons 
the other groundlefſe confidence, being in trurh burafancie,. 
muſt needs be pewerlefle, fruitleffe, ' unaRtive z and makes 
the deluded 
mall. | 
| 6 The bleffed Spirit iswonrto ſpring'in our hearts, with 
heavenly refreſhing, and' his ſweeteſt reftimonie ; _Y 
at ſuch rimes as theſe ; When weererire and tecolle& our 
ſelves to converſe with God in a more ſolemne and ſolitary 
manner z opening our conſciences; breaking our hearts, and 
powring our: our ſoules-into his bofome: when wee are 
preparedly and froitfully exerciſed in the Ordinances : in our 
innocent patient ſufferings, for good cauſes and conſcience 
fake : when we feele that we have conquzred or well curbed 
ſome corruption, by the power of Prayer ; in the beleeving 
contemplation and reviſe of our change, and the infallible 
markes thereof: when we meditate eff:Qually upon the bot- - 
romleſſe depth of Gods free love unto us, with which hee 
hath loved us from everlaſting to everlaſting ; upon dayes of | 
kwniliation, &c. Bur char other counterfeit flaſh keepes a 
deluded Phariſce in a fookes Paradiſe continually ; hee is _ , 
narily - 


i113 Bethlehem; Bat: now 


er ſecure, careleſſe, preſumpraous; onely for- 
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narily at.all rimes alike peremprory in the point of aſſurance, 
You ſhall nor take © 6p —_ in the yeare, any day in 
the weeke, any houre in the day, without a bold perſwafi- 
on, and proteſtation, if neede be, T har hee hopes to bee 
ſaved as well as the preciſeft, Hee is as confidentthis way, 
when hee is cavelling againſt che puritie of the Saings and 
power of Godlinefle; as when hee is the deepeſt in his Phari- 
faicall devorions. | ® | 

7. The preſumption of the Phariſce is ordinarily at the 
height, in his beighc of eutward proſperity; and when Godz 
Candle ſhinerh fairelieſt upon his head with worldly blef- 
ſings. Bur che perſwaſion of the Chriſtian, is for the molt 
part then ſtrongeſt, when the world moſt frownerh upon him 
tor his forwardnefſe ; and in heate of perſecution. 

8. Thoſe thar'are deluded wicha groundlefle confidence, 
have ordinarily beene ſo conceiced of themſelves, ever fince 
they may remember, or had any thoughts of heaven; and 
that wichourt conſciouſneſſe of any converſion, change, or 
ſupernaturall Gaving work upontheir ſoulesar all. For though 
the devill ſeales ic wi.h mere fecuritie upon their hearts, by 
his counterfeit Angelicall glory ; yer he findes matter enough, 
inour corrupt nature, miniſtred originally for ſuch a golden 
dreame, and imaginary caſtle in the aire. Bur the teſtimony 
of the Spirit, and that other true perſwafion is ſupernatural], 
and never felt before converſion; nor ever to be found bur 
in <ronnR ſoule. I doubt nor, bur many Chriſtians to 
their{ingular comforrand further, afſurance, can tell the ex- 
perience of both : Their bold peremprtory ill grounded pre- 
ſumprion in their unregenerare time: and their now true, 
kindely, ſweer perſwaſion, ſo much envied and affaulced by 
Satan accompanying their converſion, | 

9. Naturall preſumption,guilded over with the devils de- 
lulion,ever (hrinkes inthe wetting. Troubles ofconſcience, 
fiery trials, heavie croſſes, the face of the Prince of cerrour, 
difaftrousand diſmall rimes diſſolve it inro nothing. Bur 
the other true teſtimony holds out like armour of proofe, 
agaiaſt thickeſt haileſhor of all adverſary power : Nay, ic is, 


wonr 


comfortable walking with God, 


 wontto ſhine and (hew ir ſelfe with united vigor and more 
lighrſomenefſe within ; in the greateſt dampe of outward 
 diſcomforts, and mok confufions abroad. 
10, The Chriſtiap can give ſound reaſons for his reſolu. 
tion, in the point of affarance;from his converfion,holy con. 
verſation, hu of the brethren, univerſal] obedience, &c. 
thoſe meanes I mentioned before proper to the child of God. 
Bur put the Phariſe to prove inthis caſe, and perhaps he will 
not be able to ſay ſo much as his formall deluded brother, 
Luke 18,1 1.12, Sure Tam, all that hee can produce for thar 
purpole,being tried by the Touch lone of Gods Truth,will 
prove too lightand inconſequent. Reviſe the falſe mediums 
and inſufficient grounds diſcovered before, and you hall 
perceive, that none of them can poſlibly inferre a comforta- 
ble concluſion, Ki SE. 
11. The Laodiceanlongs farre more for gold,than growth 
in grace ; thinkes himſelfe already rich enough in Religion, 
and that hee hath atrained that very temper which every 
wiſe man ſhould reſt upon, without any more medling : 
that if hee ſhould ſtirre forward, hee ſhould be too preciſe;if 
he ſhould grow any worſe, he ſhould be too prophane ; and 
therefore concludes, Ihave neede of notbing. But theillighre- 
ned Chriſtian, having truely tafted of the afſurance of Gods 
love, is infinitely greedy of growing in grace, of conque- 
ring corruptions, of neerer communion with his Chriſt, of 
doing his God all che moſt glorious fincere ſervice heecan 
poſſibly, before he goe downe into the pit, andbe feene no 
more, his performances by che grace of God, are many, his 
endeavoures moe, but his defires endleſſe, and ever * unſatif- asemper tivi dic. 
fied with hisdegree of well-doing,his preſent pitch of grace Plicesquod ex, 
and meaſure of obedience, id —— 
Thus having premiſed adiſcovery of ſpiritual ſelfe-deceir, ©:Namublcibi 
whereby many fo over-value themſelves, in point of their mazfiti.$iautees 
ſpiricualleſtate,that they conceive they are very right,where-i<:iSutentc 
as in truth and tryall,they are ſtarke rotren at the root:Their 0.4 vers 4- 
caſe herein, is like that mans; who lying faſt aſſeepe upon f##Srmm-45. 
the edge of a ſtcepe Rocke, Om merrily of — 
ing- 
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Kingdomes, and the very conftuence of all earthly content= 
ments; conceiving that hee wallowes himſelfe in the over- 
flowings ofall worldly felicities ; but upon the ſudden Rtar- 
ting for jay, breakes his:necke, and tumbles into the-bot- 
tome of the Sea.. They are lulled aſlzcpe by the- deluding 
charmes of the Devill, upontheir beds of preſampruous ſe- 
curitic, alltheirlife long, dreaming of no danger ar all, bur 
ever confident their caſe is gaod enough to God-ward : but 
their conſciences being awaked upontheir beds-of death; or 
atfartheſt, at Gods Tribunall, they are ſuddenly ſwallowed 
up of diſpaire,and drownedin everlaſting perdition; Icome 
now to fore-warneand fore-arme the true Chriſtian, that 
with all watchfalnefſe and conſtancie, he would ever labour 
eo prevent and defeate the ſecret aſſaults and infinuations 
of that white  Devill, as a worthy Divine calls it, Spirt- 
paall pride, Aguilded payfon, which Satan, that cunning 
Akhymiſt and: helliſh Spider, doth firſt extra&t'out of the 
very ſweeteſt and faireſt lowers inCbriſts Garden ; I meane, 
the moſtholy vertues and heavenly gifts emplanted in his 
Childrens hearts ; and then thereby ſo envenoms and blaſts 
them, that they loſe not onely.cheir owne native ſplendour 
and gracefulnefſe, -bur alſo their fruitfull communication to 
ethers, and comfortable acceptation with God. 1 fay; when 
he ſees a man extraordinarily enriched with ſpirituall graces, 
he ſeckes might. and maine to make him ſwell with privy 
ride ; and to puffe him with' an.--overweening conceit of 
his owne worth ; that ſo the Chriſtian him may want 
the corforr of them; his brerhren,the feuicofthem;and God; 
the glory of them. When the ſtrong man can no longer 
keepe goodnefle ont of the foule, bur the holy Ghoſt with 
a mercifu}l violence breakes in upon him and dwels there : 
hisnext endeavour is,toabuſeeven Grace it ſelfe, as an un= 
Happy initrument, to weakenand wound ir ſelfe, nay,ſo fub- 
. nll i be, and endlefle in his attemprs,thar if he cannot make 
jofe abner tr a man proud ofany thing elſe, hee will labour ro make him 
contempravanid* proud that be is not-proud, and to glery vainely, becauſe be is 
Daflren;t. . rot vaine-gloriows. The originall and breeding of this canker 
an. 
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in thefan&ified ſoule, I have diſcovered in my Diſcourſe of 


true Happineſſe,pag.25, and there made tender of ſome cor= 
roſfivesand counterpoyſons againgſt ir. To which atthis 
time I adde theſe: | 
Whenthou beginnelt with an over-weening conceirte 
admire thy ſelfe immoderarely and above that which is meer, 
caſt thine eyes. | - 
1. Uponthepurity and piercing of Gods all-ſeeing Eye, 
ten thouſand rimes brighter than the Sunne, and purer than 
purity it ſelfe; which ſees {inne to be infinitely moreſinfull 
and loarhſome than thou caſt poſſible : whereby His holy 
aſtice is incenſed with infinice indignation, and unquench- 
able ſeverity againſt ir. Witneſſe the turning into Devils, ir- 
recoverable deſftrution, and everlaſting downefall of ſo ma- 
ny glorious crearures, the top and maſter-piece,as it were,of 
all Gods handy worke,ſhining once ſo fairely in the higheſt 
heaven, andneereſt unto his Emperiall Throne ; The curſe 
which fell upon 4dsm and all his poſteritie, foreating rhe 
forbidden fruit: The confufions which came uppn the firſt 
world by the flood : The burning of Sodome with fire and 
 brimſtone from heaven: The fearecfull rejetion of his owne 
ancient people , The horrours of a guilty enraged conſci» 
ence, which is a hell upon earth, and 'damnation above 


ground : The everlaſting fire whichr is prepared for repro- 


bate men and Angels, &c, Neither.doth this brigheſt Eye 
onely ſee all chy {innes in their native fouleneſſe, bur alſo in 
their trueſt number, Thou perhaps, for want of more ſpi- 
rituall eye-ſalve, beholdeſt chem bur as ſtarres in a gloomie 
evening; but aſſure thy ſelfe, He fees them, as moates in the 
Sunne, and as Starres in the cleareſt winters midnight. Me- 
thinks,this mortifying medication ſhould rather make thee 
. ap oh further deteſtation of finne, then admiration of 
thy ſelte. 

A 'Vpon the incomprehenſible perfeCtions and abſolute 
pureneſſe of Gods woſt holy natue2: the ſplendcur where- 


of doth dazlethecleercft eyes of the brighteſt Seraphims ;y,, , .: 


doth drowne, as it were, all Angelicall.glory ; as theSunnes 
| Z 2 | preſence 
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ſence, the light of leffer ſtarres;much more dothit utterly 


_ darkenthemateriall beauty of all rhe lights in heaven. Were 


the Suanne which is madeall of brightnefſe, and the ever- 
ſpringing founraine of freſh ſhining beames, preſented be- 
ore that unapproachable Light which beſers Gods ſacred. 
Throne ; it would vaniſh away, as adarkefome moate and 
lumpe of vanity. Where chen would a fraile {infull man in a 
bouſeof fleſh appeare ? Behold, ſaith Job, he pwt no traſt in his 


ſervants 3 and bis Angels bee chargedwitb foly : how much k ſſe 


on them that dwell in houſes of clay, whoſe foundation 4 in the 
duſt, which are cruſhed before the Moth,Chap.4.18,1 9. Behold, 
be puttethno truſt in his Saints; yea the heavens are not clare 
in bis fight : bow much more abominable and filthy is man, which 
drinketh iniquitie like water ? Chap.15.15 16. Bebold evento 
the Moone, and it ſhineth not, yea, the ſtarres are not pure in 
his fight : how mah leſſeman, that #s a Worme : and the ſonne of 
man which is a Worme ? Chap. 25.5,6. A glimpſe,as it were, 
ofchat higheſt glory, ſhiningeverlaſtingly in that pureſt in- 
created Effence, God bleſſed for ever, did make righteons 
Tob to abhorre bimſelfe, and repent in duſt and aſhes : Holy 
Tſaiah to cry. Woe is mee, for I «am undone. And ſo if thou 
alſo turne thine eye from the vanity of ſelfe-admiration, to- 
ward the infinite Sonne of abſolute and incomprehenſible 
purity ; and then refle& upon thy ſelfe, as he that hath gazed 
roo much upon our vifable Sunne, looking downe againe 
ſceeth nothing ; thou ſhalt behold the nothingneſſe of thine 
overweaned worth, andnothing bur darkneſſe and defor- 
mitie ; and ſo ſhalt finde infinite more matter of humiliation 
and abhorring thy ſelfe in daſt and aſhes, than of felfe- 
eftimation and conceitednefſe. 
3+ Vponthecleere Criſtall of Gods pure Law, which 
can diſcover unto thee the leaſt ſpotthat ever ſtained fo 
much asany one of thy thoughts ; ſhines with that perfe& 
light, that it would guide aright every ſtep which thou naz- 
keſt inthe way which 3s called Holy, and is of that Jaticude 
for prohibition of line, and leading to purity and exa& 


pal.a89,96 Pplealing of God: that though wee may ſee an end of all per- 
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-men of God, Why doe you torment us before ourtimes ? I 


. duſt, for increaſe of humiliation and lowlinefle in thine 
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felfion, jet it ie excerding broad. And therefore though ſuch 
jo hato ro berchrwodepecally, iftheir ang wot 
king and working, are- nero 8 particular andpunQuall 
farvey of themſelves avdall their wayes in this pure Oriſtall, 
even as a Beare tothe take, a Bankerone to his counting 
booke, an Elephant to the unmudded water, afouleface co 


theLocking-giaile : They 8re well enough contentto heare 
the Co ments read, adept 
onely to the grofle afts, Thox fpalt not kl, ec. and 

Juſtifying themſelves Phariſaically thereabouts; burcome to 
the holy Rxifneſſe of —_ expolicion, Whoſeever boketh 
61 a Woman to Init after ber, hath coneneitted aduherie with 
ber already in bis beart, &c. and it ftrikes full cold to their 
impure hearts, and cauſerh chem to cry out againſt the 


} 
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fay, thoughir be thus with the unregenerate, by reaſon of 

their guilty and gauled conſciences; yer ler ic be thy delight, ,, TOE 
whoartbleſkd with an everlaſting = protetion, "* 
by Galdoed phage of oy s = —_— and 
rigour of theLaw, to e thy by this 
treats Looking , for the diſcoverie of 4 de- 

fe&s and aberrations, and to dive with ſearching and feri- 
-ous meditation, into this adered depth of on and 
puritie, to ſee how farre thou comeſt ſhort : and then thoe 

ſhale finde infinite more cauſe to prefſe hard towards the 
marke, then to looke upon that which is behinde, or 

ly to prize any thig chat is paſt. Onely, Iadviſe,when thou 

ersthy ſelf thus ſolemnely co rip up thy conſcience,and ran- 
facke thy heart tothe roote, to bring itdowne and into the 


owne eyes : as thou heldeſt out in the one hand the cleare 
Criſtall ofGods pure Law, to diſcover the crookednefſe 
of thy vile naturall difpofition,the villanies andskarletabo- 
minations of thine unregenerate time, the dayly fpors and 
Raines which lighe upon thy ſoule, &c. hold out alſoin the -—— 
other hand, or rather lay hold upon Chriſt Iefus by the hand 
of faith, hanging, bleeding, anddying upon the _ = 
t 3 ho 
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thoſe very. fame fianes ; that thereby rhou mayeft. utterly 
chall Sirans fiery darts, prevent drawing cowards. de» 
Dales ; nay,preferve thy ſpiric in ſweereſt-peace;and uncor-- 
querable comfort againſt; if icbe poſlible;rhe leaſt diſtryſtfull 
mrufion ofany {laviſh terrour; X13 
\4. Vpon the holieft men thatever breathed, the life of 
grace upon earth, and che moſt renowned in the Church rho- 
row all gen>rations, for all ſpiricuall fufficiencies and excel- 
lencies ; and thou ſhalc finde them ever moſt humble in rheir 
owne conceits, vileſt in their owne eyes, nothing in their 
owneaccount. Mee thinkes holy Paw{# heavy complaint, O. 
wretched man that I- am, who ſhall deliver mee from the body of 
this death ! Heavenly Davids comtinuall cry, I ama worme 
andno man : There is noreff in my bones, becauſe of my tune. 
My finne is ever before me, &c, Bleſſed Bradfords abafing 
himſelfe, who was one of the worthieſt Martyrs, and the 
Heavenlieſt minded man thatever breathedour his laft in the 
flames, and aſcended to heaven ina fiery chariot, as himſelfe 
ſpake at the ſtake : T ans ar dry as a ſtone, ſaith he, ar dumbe as 
anayk ; as farre from praying; as be that never kaew -any tate 
of it, He ſomerime ſubſcribed in this manner tothoſe Let- 
ters which were full of ſpirituall life, divineftraines, and 
demonſtration of rhe Spirir : The moi? miſerable, — 
unthankefull finer, Jobn Bradford : A wery painted Hypo- 
crite, I, B. &c. Ifay, Me thinkes, the humble deportmene 
of theſe and all eruely holy Ones ſhould rather make thee 
finke yet lowerin thine owneconceir, then ſwell with the 
poyſon of Phariſaicall ſelfe-conceitedneſſ. 

5. —_ ina readineſle, and in freſhremembrance ſuch 
conſiderations and cooling cards, as it were, as theſe; when 
thy heart begins to ſwell vaine-gloriouſly : That thou had- 
deſt thine hand inthar fire-worke, which blew up-all man- 
kinde; I meane, in Adzmscranſgreſſion, that brought forth 
ſuch a bloody ſea of finne and ſorrow into the World ;, ſuch 
aworld of miferies and miſchiefes uponall the ſonnes and 

daughters of Adm; all tortures uponearth,and rorments in 
Hell cthorow all eternity : That thou cameſt into this world, 


akinke, . 
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a finke, a Sodome, avery hell ofall filth and impuricie ; of 
all corruption and crookednefſe,even a little Devill fordark- 
nefle and damnation : that thou wotully loſt and miſ-ſpentt 
many yeares,perhaps the beſt of thy rime,ftrength of youth, 
flowre of thy age in Satans fervice, and uponrhy owne abo- 
minable luſts That now upon thy converſion, :the .meere 
worke of Gods free grace, thou being honoured with part in 
Chrifts Paſſion,wich the preſence ot the bleſſed Spirit dwel- 
ling in thee, with the higheſt advancement of being Gods 


Favorite, - the dearely - beloved of bis ſoule | Jer the beſt Sab- 56, 11.7. 


bath that thou paſſſt over, the holieſt _ thou per-= 
formeſt, is diftained and diftempered with fo: I 
ions, linen, frailcies,and failings: That while thou - 
yet inhabiteſt a houſe of fleſb, thou haſt inherenc in thy 
—_ er te 8 and __ IIEY finne, 
( Blefſe the ifying Spirir for thy priviledge and preſex- 
gin eens fete limnde poor deſrirng 
of Gods mercy, familiaricy withiwicked ſpirits, finne 
the Holy Ghoſt, 8c. That whereas thouſends abour thee 
goe on intheir finnes, and periſh everlaſtirigly, thy ſelf, ic 
0 ing Co oem malt be eend, ney ens 
now being ſanRifed; \thoy mayeſt be thy name 
pants 714 mn from allerernicie;and therefore from 
| everlaſting thou layeſt in the boſome of Gods love; .and ' 
from the fame everlaſting had the Lord Teſus, ſera part to 
ſhed his blood inthe fulnefle of time, forthe falvation of 
thy ſoule ; and haye patience bur a liecle, and re- 
freſhing (ball come trom the preſence of theEord : chou 
ſhale ſhineasthe brightneſſe of the firmamenc for ever and 
ever. And in all this who made thee to differ * Thou waſt 
framed of the ſame mould, made, asit were, of the fame 
cloth, onely the ſheares going betweene, with choſe thar 
iſh, It was orely Gods free grace, the good pleafiere of 
e will, Theſe and the like conſiderations layde to , 
ſhould infinitely rather move thee wich Kf Ie. 
verence to adore. the bottomleſſe - depth of Gods free 
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bove thy brethren, or proudly infult over” thoſe that are 
withmet; to praiſe rhy God with a-never ſarisfied admirari-- 
on ofhis unconceiveable bounty, then to plague thy ſoule; 
and, as it were, empoyſon thy graces- withan humour of 


6. Thou muſt ſhortly be ftrialy accountable at rhe juſt 
Tribunall of God, for-the ufe and imployment of all the 
good chings hee harh given unto thee ;of thy life and every 
moment of it ; of rhy goods andevery farthing of them ; of 
every word thou ever ſpokeſt ; of every thought thar ever 
ſprung our of thy heart ; ofevery Sermon thovever heardit ; 
afeyery Sabbath thou haſt ſolemnized; of every line thou. 
haſt wrice z ofevery glance of thine eye; of every journey 
thou haſt made, 8c. of thy wit, memory, learning, of thy 
ſtrength, courage, credit ; of thine honour, power,and high 
poem word, of every benefit or any good thing in 'any 

inde thou ever receivedft from che bountifall'and' bleſſed 
hand of Almighty God.And the tnoe and more excoltent and 
extraordinary endowments, and gracious indulgences have 
beene vonchſafed thee from the ever-ſpringing Founraine of 
all good : the more exattly muſt thou be anfwerable, and in 
proportion accountable for more.” Wherefore, fich the gra- 
ces of ſalvation imcomparably excell and outſhine all other - 
humane abiliries; all excellencies of nature, art, policie,lear-- 
ning, or whatclſe can be named admirable in the eyes of 
men ; God lookes'rthat wee ſhould keepe thoſe heavenly 
Iewels eſpecially orien, bright and ſhining ; communicate 
them moſt frankely and abandanly to our brethren ; and 
withall watchfulnefſe and wiſedome upon all opportuniriee, 
imploy themro our Maſters greateſt and moſt glorions 2d- 
vantage. Now there is nothing more hinders the fraitfu})1 
improvement of chem than Pride : Nothing makes them +- 
wore paſſable and profitable than Humility. A proud man 
puft up with an opinion of his good parts, doth ordinarily, 
out of an itching ambitious humour, fingle our ſach ſeafons - 
far diſcovery of hinſelfe, and oftentation of his gifts; when 
hee may winne moſt applauſe from men, and —_— 
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hle Gheifttaghs in this kin Je: ire! | 
for all places; rimes, and-perſons;-wiere>and when: he 
bring good-unco ochers,' comforr to. his 


owne fouleindiſe ing a good conſcience. Hee dares. nor 


g y | 
vaine-glory, to ſtaine the glory, andblaftrhe re 4 
of our graces ; but rather with all humilicie- and warchful- 
neſſe obſerve and apprehend all che wayes,occafionsand cal-- 
lings, whereby we may glorifie God moſt with 'them, and 
improvethem beft-for our Lords advantage:; that ſo wee 
may giveup our account at the great and univerſall Audite; - 
with more favour,and enter more cc mfortably into our Ma- 
ſters joy. ; | 

7, Let the feare and forefight of che many fearcfulleffi&e, 
and mach ill that cerrainely followes,; and Is ever found 
where the white Devill, ſpicicuall pride, haunts, huar ic out 
of thy heart, and keepe a continuall narrowwatch againſt 
all ics flie infinuarions. Beſides that it-plagues the ſoule thar- 
harbours it, with many ſpirituall miſeries, diftewpers, diſac- 
quaintance wich God ( for Hee is ever moſt familiar wich 


_thoſe who are moſt humble) Pharifaicall ſwellings, inflam- 


ma:ions of furious zeale, and the like , ir ever proves alſo 
of peſtilent conſequence and prejudice ro the common tare 
of goodnefſe, ro the honour and acceptation of Chriſti» 
nitie. 1, A truely proud profeſſor, puffed up with kis 
gifts and ſuppoſed ſufficiencies; which wickedly aimes mere 
at vaine-plory, than glorifying God; at his owne praile, - 


, thanproficing others, is for the molipart very irkeſome, te-. 


diausand burdenfome ro che company of -humble,. wiſc, ju-- 


_ dicious:- 
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dicious Ciriftians.For ordinarily he is over»calkative, ſvife 
to ſpeake, and-too full of words; farre more forward:thover- 


than ſeven men'that. can render 2 reaſon, An itching humone 
afterapplauſe, and of carryingaway the credit; for abilirie 
to diſcourſe, and eminencie above orhers, puts-bim on roo 


often ra.powre our himſclfe indiſcreecly and -impertinently 
in all .n ies, to preſſe andobrrude 90g wich 
-amuchv qtiffenefſe,his 


importunirie,and unconqu 
.maſter-like mad, without due nbeft or ſeaſonable ob- 
ſervationofthe humble abilicies and ſufficiencies of by-ſtan- 
ders, and that' many times, when he hath neither calling, 
fitneſſe,efficacie of -rwarter, or power of the bo; Ghoſt. And 
Kamandoe nor preſently upon the bareand firſt propafiti- 
0D, accord, and accommodate his judgement to every cir- 
cumſtance of whatſoever hee holds, and ſquare exattly ro his 
Oracles ; he begins to ſbake the head, though he were a 
loſt man, and is ready ipſo fa&#o, to excommunicate him our 
of his conſcience. I ſpeake not thus, ro ſtop the current of 
comfortable talke,editying ditcourſe,and fruirfull conference 
in any true-hearted Nathaneels, There is infinitely more need 
ro ftirre them up, and quicken them to more forwardneſle 
and forch-putring this way at Chriſtian meetings : but.one- 
ly co imitate the vaine-glorious, empty, opinionative tal- 
kativenefſe of ſuchas are pofleſſed withthis whice Devill. 
2. Such anone alſo is wont to be too auſtere,cenſorious, 


ſowre,and imperious in his carriage towards thoſe whichare 


wirhout ; whereby he becommerh , both a tumbling blocke 
rothem in their way to Chriſtianity ; and bripgsalſo an un- 

, ſcandalous, falſe aſperfion upon the wayes of 
God, and yoke of Chriſt, as though they were harſh, heavy; 
and unpleaſant ; when as they are mcſt ſweete, caſfie, and a« 
miable.'T know full well,there isnor the wiſeR, holieft,hum- 
bleſt, diſcreereſi Chriſtian alive,can ſo poſſibly beare, and be- 
havehimfelfe; but prophanenefſe will plague him with flan- 
derous wy en ofany kinde. 7:}as Chriſt our Maſter was 
not free this way zwhichof his cxvants than can, dare, - 
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will expeft anddeſire exemption? Blefſed be God). that our 
good namesareoyled, ſo that the inke will nor fticke which: 
is caſt uponthem. There is ſcarce a religions Profeſſor, eſpe- 
cially of reſolution and ſpirit to be found; -but ſome men of 
the world will charge him with ſurlinefſe and pride.Where. 
as many times,nor only the imputarion is miſ-grounded,mit- 
taken, mifſe-impured, faſtened upon him forthe moſt parr, 
byreaſon of his 1. inconformiry to the courſes of the world, 
andcorruptions of the times,, 2. unſociablenefſe wich pro- 
fnemen, 3. reſolution and undantednefie in good cauſes, 
4: innocency and —m—_— which beger boldneffe arid 
bravenefſe of minde, &c. Bur alſo thoſe feHowes themſelves, 
who ſo {landerhim , becauſe their conſciences were never 
Hlighrened with fight, ſenſe, and acknowledgement of the 
fonleneſſe of finne, their owne vilenefle, the exatnefle of 
Gods Law, purity of his woſt holy: Nature, feveritie and 
certainety of his Iudgements ; cannot poſlibly chuſe bur: be 
paſſingly proud. Yet for all this, 1 would adviſe all thoſe 
who have in earneft giventheir names roChrift, that they 
would walke warily, and ſo demeane themſelves, that they 
iveno juſt offence inthis kinde, For when they have tryed 
th wayes, they ſhall finde, that mercifulnefle and meeke- 
neſſe ro thoſe which'are withour ; humilitie and humanitie; 
affable, courteous, and loving deportment;,attd ſo becom- 
wing all things to all men in Paxls ſenſe, and ſo farreas wee cq,c,.., 
may with agoodconſcience,is the berter RI UN» 2 Per. 3.8. 
to by the manifold experiences of wiſeſt and worthieft Chri= *©**9**: 
ſtians, ro winne honour to our —_ rogaine moe unt9 
Gods fide,and to preſerve our (elves inas much peaceamid 
a naughty and crooked generation, as holinefſe will poſſibly 
permir.3,God in his juſt Indgement gives over ſuch an One Tic over-goodeon- 
ſomerimesto fantaſticall opinions,odde andabſurd renents, 57/4 /ifwee- | 
ſwarving brainelefſely and ſenſeleſ};y from the holy har- hath hemſalſe 
mony of confeſſions, and ourblefſ:d pure Orthodoxe Ar- [7% Neporter 
ticles ofReligion ; the truth whereof, every honeſt man, if $,ons hork publike' 
need required, oughc ro ſeale with his blood: which when ©<2<11ieniare * 
ſaperficialacfſz,and irs ordinary pe EY * 
ave- 
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have unha pily brought forth, by the midwifery of a kinde 


of ſpirituall wantonneſle ; be they never fo-monſtrous and 
miſ-ſhapen, yet ſome giddyheads' will hearken-and banker 
afrer them ; {orhat:many times mary weake, ungrounded, 


unſtable yourg'beginners in Profefſion,are limed,and woful- 


ly entangled,as we ſee roo often in our chiefeſt Cirie, whence 
enſues an incredible deale of prejudice,hurt and hinderance, 


.even tothe common tare of goadnefle ;ro the honour and 


ation ofChriftianitie, For thereupon israiſeda cry in 
all conventicles of goodfellowſhip, & conſifiories of world- 
ly wiſedome : That theſe forward profefſours will all turne 
phancafticall, Familiſts, Anabapriſts, Arrians, any thing. 
"Which cry awakes the eye of Scare-jealoufie ; and fo by an 


. - unworthy conſequent, drawes vpon thoſe who are true of 


heart: even Gods beſt ſervants, and the Kings beſt ſubje&s, 
diſcountenance,ſuſpicions,if not moleſtations; unneceſfari- 
ly, caufelsſly. For ſomight yee roote up your Roſe-trees, 
becauſe a worme ſometimes breeds in the ſweerelt bud.. So 
might yee extinguiſh Monarchies from the face of the earth, 
becauſe they ſomerimes degenerate into tyrannies.So might 
-yee conceiveill of Peter, and thereſt of the Apoſtles, becauſe 
Inda provednaughr, &c. 2. Sometimes he ſaffers him ro 


Fall inco ſome finne, intheface of the World, and be- 
fore the watchtull eye of ornefull enemies; the infamy and 


ſcandall whereof being once on wingAie abroad as ſwift as 
the Eaglesof the Heavens over a whole Countrey, over a 
Kingdome ; the Devils and their drunken trumperters are 
ſpeedy Dromedaries to carry ſuchnewes: and this concur. 
entcry reſounds from all places with much wicked triumph 
and inſultation : Tow ſee now what theſe Profeſſors are ; One ſo 
famous for his forwardaeſſ:, is fallen into ſuch a grofle finne, 
and fo notoriouſly ; They are even all alike, &c, Which by 
accidenr,and in the event redounds roo often, to the inexpi- 
able diſgrace of our holy profeiion,the ftrengih2ning of the = 
ſtubborne, the ſtaggering of the ſtrong, the ſtunting of thoſe 
which arecomming on, the hindering of the weake, the 
. hardening of the wicked, the chaining of the ſcorner, _ 
faſter 
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faſter to his chaire of peftilence. Woe anto him by whom 
ſuch offence doth come ; except by a remarkeable repentance 


and recovery, after blefſed Davids example, he re-eſtabliſhe 

himſelfe in the hearcs of Gods people, and ſtop the mouthes 

of the adverſaries,who are equally guiltie of impenitencie, 

as of farre, perhaps, grofſer impieties. Auſtin doth excel- 
lentlyexpreſſe, and ro thelife, rhe wylinefle of the wicked, ; 

and humour of the world upon ſuch unhappie occaſions, azp;s.; 35.0 
There was, as it ſeemes, ſome ſuch ſcandalous accident be- tatur — 
fell in his family. Whereupon hee writes an Epiſtle to the neve ov pas? 
Miniſters, Seniours, and whole Cicie of Hippo: and heartily prodeict, vel 
intrears them all, * that themſelves would not therefore either ogy qe 
faint in that Chriſtian courſe, and boly Profeſſion ; or -roromedhng 


foule with ſuſpicions and cenſures upon all, for the faults of a clarans nulam 
few : for there is no ſocietie ſp bappy, which us not ftiined with _ © "ou # 


ſome villany. Although, ſaith he, diſcipline be exerciſed in my in qua non ali- 
family witha watchfull eye, yet Tam a man, and live amongſt = —_ | 


men ; and therefore cannot preſmme that mine houſe ſhould be men. Quanrum. 
liber vigiler dif. 


better than the Arke of Noah, than the houſe. of Abraham ; than cletine bao 
the houſe of Iſaac : than the bouſe of Facob; than the houſe of D 2. mez, Homs ſam, 


: - . & inter homines 
vid, &c, In all which, ſome were naught ; nay,than the family of go vm 


Teſus Chrift, in which there was 2 traitour and a thiefe, L 2ſt acrogue audeo, 
ut dumus mea 


þ, than Heaven it ſelfe, from which the Angels fell, But that mejor 6 quam 
which I would principally have you rake notice of in that Arca Not ; abi 


Epiſtle, and for which T ſpecially mention ir, is Auſtins em tominesrepro- 
- pharicall,elegant;andeffeCtuall expreſſing the eager,icchiog, bas nn ve.” 
. Su bd e k aur = a 
ambirious humour of the wicked, to father and faften the jor 6,quim do. 
faulrs of ſome upon the whole generation of the juſt. Inſtant, _— —— 
o bd - 1 ' 
Girh he, Satagunt, ambiunt ; T cannor exprefſerheir full fig- arcitan&6iiun 
nificancy in Engliſh : but part of his meaning is ; They every <j#:2ur melior 
. - , fic, quam domus 
way, and infinitely 1:bour, that when ſome profeſſors of ho- 1fac,cui deduo- 
. " - bus geminis di- 
lineſſe have foulcly fallen indeed, or be only ſoflandered,rhe I 
dilexi, Eſau au- 
tem odio habui:2u: melior fit quam domus ipfius Tacobgubi leRum parris filius inceſtavit:aut melior 
fitquam domusgpſius Davidgcuzus filius cum forore concubuir.cujus aker filivg cont”a patristam ſane + 
Ram manſuetudinem rebell wit,&c.aut melior quam cohabiratio ipſius Domini Chriſti un qui unde- 
cem boni, perfidum & furem Judam toleraverunt : aut me'jor fir poſtremo,quam calum,unde Angeli 
ceciderune. Ciimde aliquibus,quiſanRtum nomen profinencur, aliquid crimiais, vel falfitath ſonus 2 
eriz, vel yeri patucriry i Ran”, ſaragunt, ambiunc, ut de omnibus hoc credatur- _ 
World. -.* 


= > — — 
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World would beleeve, That they are all ſuch, Doe you. nor 
thigkein his timethe World did thus inſulr andexclaime,or 
* The Poet brings 4 the like manner upon. Lots fall : Here now you fee * Puri- 
in the Sedomite? - ran, Lot, who could norendure the good fellowſhip of rhe 
Loeſre”2%"* Sodomites he isnow himfelfe ſeized upon by Inceſt, T lyy 
—_—_— are all ſuch, I will awarrant you. In Davids time : Whar, 
fr tbut David? aman ſo preciſe,thathe profeſſrh a lyar ſhall nor tar- 
| moms mp ry in his {ight, Pſal.101. Hath hetaken away another mans 
mY  _ Wife? You ſee now what they are all, &c, Proportionably in 
f.n.rh. wang theſe times, (and ir will be the humour of choſe that hare ro 
dee ſe, 6 bereformedtotheworlasend, ſo to calumniate) it any wbo 
__ _—_ have given their names unto Chriſt, be dere&ed, nay, ar 
ate 1 ſaſpeRted of any notorious ſcandalous crime, it is a ſufficent 
. warrant for the wicked to raiie a generall cry, and proclaime 
.every where ; They are all alike. And good tellowes, as they 
. call them, will thinke themſelves wronged, if the World 
thereupon doe not conceive the onely difference betweene 

. them and forward Profeſſours to be ; that cheſe carry things 
- more cunningly, and have an arc in cancealing their miſcar- 
riages. We,fay chey,are plaine-dealing men,andappeare,as we 

- are; wearefleſh and blood, and muſt have our pleaſures, and 
therefore refreſh our ſelves at many merry and Jcviall mee- 
tings : we ſweare ſometimes, and drinke, and game; and to 

. tell you true, doe a great deale worſe; but wich..ur hypocri« 
fie: whereas the demure holy Ones beare themſelves more 
reſervedly, weare a vizor intheir viſible converſation, but 
aſſure your ſcIves,ſinne in ſecreras well as we. Juſt as Aufin 
faith in the forecired place ; The wicked watch and obſerve 
ates ef. 20d it they ſpie any of che better ſide to fall, they would pre- 
«Omer, fed fently have the world to thinke, * That the reſt re all ſuch, 
non omnes peſle 121, they zre not everdiſcovered. Now the Lord rebuke thee, 
manitetar.  Satan,who ſoinfatuareſt the judgemenrs, and blindeſt the 
- Nonperiitfra- underſtandings of men, otherwiſe of good pars, and very 
manger fro. Worldly wiſe, whom thou wofully hoodwinkelt and hardneſt 
Hirexur quod non tO their endleſſe overthrow. 1, That they ſhould wickedly 
wy _— ® andabſardly condemne b all for ſome, whereby they barre 
3-Pet. 2 as; themſelves everlaſtiogly from the love of the Brotherhood, 
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2. Thar they ſhouldere& Tribunals in ocher mens conſciens -— 


ces ( which is Gods Royall prerogative; )and ſo miſcenſure 
their hearts, tortheir owne hardening. 3, That they ſhould 
nor be able todiſcerne betweene being haled and hurried; 
as it were, irito ſome ſinne, againſt the generall purpoſe of a 
mans hearr, and pra&iſe of his life, by the violence of ſome 
tempration,paſlion,or imperuous ſadden inſnarement,which 
keafter heartily bewailes with much birrernefſe of ſpiric,and 
exemplary repentance, willing,ifGod were fo pleaſed, tore- 
deems the ſcandall of his fall with rhe ſhedding of his blood, 
taking occafionthereupon to walke more warily, and to doe 
more nobly in the ſervice of his God, all the dayes of his 
life :anda reſolved delighefull wallowiag in variety of luſts, 
pleaſures,and groffe finnes, without any repentance or refor- 
mation at all, 

Iconclude the whole point, and a good parr of my mea« 
ning in the words of 4a excellent Writer, nor mich altered, 
I not onely hold irlawfull co rejoyce in thoſe goods things, 
wherewith God hath bleſſed us in any kinde whatſoever; e- 
ſpecially the faving gifrs ofche holy Ghoſt ; but a note of 
much unthankefulnefle, ro entercaine them with a ſallen and 
unfeeling difpofitien. Yet all humane afteQions and endows- 


ments,wherein due reverence to God is wanting,areno bet- 


ter than obſcure clouds,hindring the inflitenee of that bleſſed 
Lighr, which clarifies the ſoule of man, and prediſpoſerh it 
unco the brightnefſe of erernall felicirie.Sothar inſolent joy 
and overweening which a man inthe pride of his vaine ima- 


#ination,conceiveth of his owne worth,doth above all other - 


paſſions blaſt our mindes, as it were, with lightning, and 


make us refle& our rhoughrs upon our owne ſceming inhe- - 


rent goodneffe; forgetting che whilft Htm, cowhomwe are 
indebted for our very Being : and befides, ir blowes upon 
ourc-gifcs with ſuch a walignan: hamour, that theyalſo be- 
come unfruitfull; and upproficable ro others, 

Thus much concerning rhe ficſt extreme and erraur in mas 


naging our ſpirituall eſtare, to wit, a proud overprizing of 
our owne graces with a conceited over-weening fſelte-eſts - 
Marion, :- 


«a. 
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mation. I come now to the ſecond, which is, A deje&ed di- 
ſtruſtfull under-valuing of Gods merciesxthe promiſes of life 
and grace which we poflcſſe. 

And hereI cannot hold, bur muſt,even with ſame indigna- 
tion,expoſtulate and conreſt with many of Gods bidden Ones, 
abour rheir —_ penſive, and uncomfortable walking; for 
that they are ſo farre from entertaining and expreſſing that 
unſpeakeable glorious jog, which upon their new birth, is 
their native portion and patrimony ; their juſt and due inhe- 
ritance z as certainely theirsbe aneverlaſting proprietie and 
right(ifrhey would bur open their eyes to ſee it,andenlarge 
their hearts to graſpe ir)being a fruit of that boly Spirit which 
dwels in them ; and a price of Chriſts Kingdome eſtabliſhed 
in their ſovles, as their cloathes upon their backes, their 
hearts in their bodies,and blood that runnes intheir veines: 
I ſay, they are ſo farre from walking in the ſtrength,andlighr 
of this joy, that they wickedly, I dare fay, if not wilfully, 
abandon and expoſe their ſpirits, freed for ever by the Lambs 
blood, from the helliſh fangs of any \laviſh horrour, to the 
unneceſarie racke of much fruirlefſe, unworchy, and flaviſh 
ſadneſſe, Whereby,belides their owne needlefſe finfull ſelfe- 
created torment, 

I. They moſt unworthily under-value,abridge,and diſpa- 
rage the infinireneſſe of Gods deareſt and tender mercy; who 
is a thouſand times more ready and forward to binde upany 
broken hearr, than ito bleede before him, 

2. They unneceſſarily diſable and indiſpole themſelyes 
for the duties, and comfortable diſcharge of both their 
Callings. 

3. They gratife Satan,and ſarisfie his cruell humonr;who 
if he cannot have a mans company in Hell hereafter ( for if 
he were ſure of that,he would make himlive as joyfully and 
jovially, as he could poſſibly ) he labours might and maine, 
ro hold him upon the racke of (laviſh diftruſitull rerrours, all 
the dayes of his life. | 

4+ They are thereby many times occafions of diſcourage» 
ment, & diſh:arcning to thoſe which are wichour,that they 
are 
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ruffe oftheir maddeſt mecrings, .moſ roari ontrages and - 
revellings,their hearts upon remembrance. of death, their ſe-. 
cret impenicent guilcineſſ;,thar Rri& account at Gods dread- 


a Videsconvivis fill Tribunall, at which they may bec arraigned the nexr 


houre,fec. were full often twicchr 3 and tang with many in- 
ward bitter gripings, and {laviſh foreraſtes of helliſh rereour, - 
yet-upon their change,and change of joyes,even in rhe highe - 


' exis = hong eſt tide andcorrene of their penicenr b creares, and ſorrow for: 


- finne ( and they ſhould be {ad for nothing elle ) their ſpirics - 


ih 022” ſhall be refreſhed and raviſhe with- a Paradiſe of ſweeteſt : 
ram a:que opum PEACE, and heavenly glimpſes of erernall light. In a word, if - 
We Acera Dey Would in earneſt abandon the Devills fervice,come our - 
& vidices anime of Hell,give their aunes unto Chriſt in cruth, and cry;I daxe 
maſtanlnes aſſure chemin the Word of life and truth, they would nor . 


exchange the.addeſt -houre of all rheir life afterward, with 
ime and. flawer of all their formall ſenſuall pleaſures ;- 


Þ Datciores ſunt the % 

Beberzoran= mighs they have tenthouſand Worlds tg boot. Here then is 
——— — no loffe in the change. Bur inthe meane time,much co blame + 
$98.»P/4.3-37-, are they, wha being truly Gods, yer our of weakenefle,want : 


of-wiſedome,wilfull lining unto the father of lyes, will nor . 
glve way: to. the. counſell of the Prophets, chat they may . 
— ___—_—_ hearts-caſe, and ſo prevent. ſich occa- + 


0s, | gets 

Ler thoſe that hate to be reformed, hang downe their. 
hiads : ler ſwaggering Brlſþaz:zars countenance be.chan-. 
ped ; let his thoughts trouble bim, let the jaynis of bis loynes be - 
_— and bis knees ſmite one againſt another : let the hearts of 

ambitious Nizreds, cavetous Worldlings,ſwinifh Drug-- 
kirds, filchy Whoremaſters, cruell V furers, lovers of plea- 
ſtares; or whoſoever live andlye inany beloved finne againft - 


. .  anillighrened conſcience, tremble a the leaves of the Forreſt. 


that are ſhaken with the winde.: Let a ſound of feare be ever w. 
their cares, and forrow ſcize upon their-hearts, as the pangs. 
ofa woman intravell; evenas the torture. of ber that bring-. 
etb forth ber child : Let trouble and anguiſh, and the. cup. 
of crembling in the hand of the Lord make themafraid ; and. 
let chemevery. houre looke. to meete their angry God, y# a. 


UMI 
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rr walking with God, 


Brave bereaved of ber Whelper, to rent the very-cawke of this 
bearts, and devoure th ow Lyon :Ler fadnefſe fir upon 
their-forcheads as ics _ ſeace, andfuries of conftdence 
wich cries of blood; Let mo voyce 
be heard in their habitations, bur the 
itions ofdamned horrour, forever 
c of ie ley conſciences. A —_— 
= iprs gt chis is cheir ev wary 
And moſt happy were they, if any thing wonld 
fire them our of the armes OOEABES ſhares che 
vill; I Gy,letrheaſj iring 5 Jooke heavily,upon fore- 
t of their ar prom ar, e.00e eng 
ſelves & the-Eagle, end heh ty jor mes ating 
ftarres ;; yet thence will T bring them downe, ſaith the Lord, 
Theugh \ their cxcellencie mount 
head reach: wnto the clonds, yet they ſhall periſh for ever like 
their owne dung; Let all coverous worldlings cry our, for ſo 
the holy Ghoſt commands them; Goe to wow, yeerich men, 
weepe and how for your miſeries that ſhall 
your riches are corrupted, and your garments 
gold -and ſilver. 4 cankgred, ax the reft'of dis hel fo 2 
fr ie fog Poon egcbs” fe te bY-dov, Tel 
ee treaſure t . 
by hos > foi wer 3c holddowne heir heads, and 
havke or;the hortible # which dogges them at heeles: 
poop oy Crowne. of Pride : to the Drunkards of E 
pawn ge vere A and flrowg One, which a j 
zemPe and a deſtroying florme; us a pnighty = 
frat, $3 of ne wileend wa 
the Crowne of Pride : the, Drankards of Ephraim ſhall be tro- 
den downe under fete. Let the very heartitrings of all laſci- 
vious wantons tremble at the terrour of that cutting comm» 
nation, Heb. 13. '4. Where s and Adukerers God will 
dze, Let that Ringing But, Ecckſc11.9. ſtrike cold to the 
of all ſenſuall Gallants and ſonnes of pleaſures : Re- 
Jojo, O young man, in thy youth, and kt thy heart cheers thee 
in thy ayer of thy youth, and m—_ in the ———— 
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8nd in the fight of thine eyes . But, know thau that for all thoſe 
things God will bring thee into judgeneent.. Nay, letrheheart 
of cvery man whoſoever he be, of whatclorhſoever:hiscoar 
be made, thac goes on inthe willing allowed praftiſe of any 
one knowae i1nne, fall aſander in his breaſt like drops of 
water, for the day of horrour-that is at hand; and rheſword 
of vengeance Which hangsover his head. For certainely, at 
lenge the Lord will wamd the bairy ſcalpe of every" out that 
goeth on ſtill in b44 treſpaſſer, In a word, wailing and wring- 
ing of hands, woe and alas; is che merrieſt-ſong that any 
wicked manupon earth can ling upon good ground, while he 
yet abides in his unregenerate ſtate. Who doth norſee and - 


acknowledge itzexcept he wiltully ſhut his eyes, or be groſly - 


hood-winkrt by the Devill or a ranke Atheiſt ? For there 5s a : 
cp, which is called, a cup of Gods fury, and a cup of trem- - 
bling, iz the hand of the Lord ,whoſe-lictle fingeris ableto 
beate the greateſt mountaine to powder, and rent the hatdeft 
Rocke in peices : and the wine zr red: which intimates unto 
usthe ſharpeneſſe and fierceneſſe of Gods fiery indignation : 
it-3s full of mixture; brimfull of ſtinging ingredients: and be 
powreth owt of the ſame, to ftirre up andquicken, as ir were, 
the bicternefie and very botrome :' and.all/ the wicked of rhe 
earth ſball, will they, pull they, wring ont the dvegs: thereof and 
drinkethem, Pſel.75. 8. ent e) Nat 
Bur now 0n the other fide, Let all thoſe of the Brothey- - 
beod, I uſe the phraſe of the holy-Ghoſt; allrhoſe'who have 
. giventheir namesto Ohrift intruch, and are rrue of heart in 
kisholy Ervice, -upon. whoſe heads everlaſting lighrdoth | 
reſt, lit up their heads. Ler theamiableaſpe& of fiveerneſſe.. 
and peace ever dwellupon their foreheads: Ler heavenly 
beames of ſpiritu-liiightſomenefſe and mirth ſhine freſh in 
their faces: Letnever uncomfortable dampe of any (laviſh 
«adaeſEe or touch afhelliſh terrour,vexe their bleſſed hearts: 
Ler them never morebeafraid of anyevill tydings, or of de- 
firugion when ic commerh. Ina word ; Let them be infi- - 
nitelyand forever merry, and ſweerly gladat rhe very heart 
zece-, Andgoodcauleway, It is the charge and command 
| of 


a——-- 4 


comfrnable willing with God, = 


EN 


_ of the Spirit of all cruth and comfort, Be glad in the Lord, and 
 rejuyce ye righteous, and ſhout for Joy, all yee that are upright int 
' beart, Pſal.32. 11, FRO hg 
Oh therefore that the Lord would be pleaſed fo to per- 
fume and ſweeten the enſuing pafſages, with the refreſhing 


glimpſes ofhis glorious face, and deare infuſions of Divine : --... 
y : that I might be vouchſafed.rhat honour of beivg his 


fe 
ack Inſtrument, to raiſe up, andquicken the drooping 
ſpirics of all that are true of heart ; ofall that beare a fincere 
invincibleaffe&ion tothe Goſpell of Ieſus Chriſt, and power 


of godlinefſe ; that they would be everlaftingly merry ; that *- - 


they would ariſe and ſhake themſelves from the duſt, and pur 
on their beautifull garments ; that they would for ever, with 
a reſolution never tobe ſhaken with all the powers of hell, 
baniſh atid barre out of their happy ſoules, all their unnecef- 


ſary EY dejeftions, fad thoughts, and heavt> + | 
5 


thar they would out of ſenſibleneffe of theic 


nefſe of 
preſent nnutterable feliciry, and ftrength of their truly He- 


roicall ſpirics, beare and behave themſelves as heires of hea- _ 


ven indeed: andas the Favorites of the King of Kings ! So 
ſhould they infinitely more honeur the ſweeneſſe of Gods 
-mercifull diſpofition;rhe deareneſſe of his love ; the tender- 
neſſe of his compaſſionate bowels ; the bottomleſſe myſterie 
of his free grace; the preciouſnefle and truth ofhis promiſes; 
theunvaluablenefſe of his Sonnes blood ; the pleafantneſſe 
of the wayes of grace; and the glorious worke of the holy 
-Ghoſt upon their owne blefſed foules, | 


Let themever keepe freſh and ftrongin their mindes for 


this purpoſe, ſuch cauſefull conſiderations as theſe. 
I. Truejoy,the moſt noble, ſweer and amiable affe&ion, 
that ever warmed the heart of man, is by warrantable pro- 
rietie aud rightfull intereſt, onely peculiar and proper to 
-honeft, humble, and holy hearts. Such gracious and golden 
Cabinets are onely fit for this heavenly Jewell, The beauty 
and deliciouſnefle of ir, are confined onely to the communi- 
on of Saints, the ſealed Fountaine, the Spouſe of Clift. 
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The Brotherbood Alone is bleſſed with its refreſhments and., q,, , 


Aa 3 -raviſhing 


wy, 
: ok 


— 


— Generall direttions far 


© raviſhing influence.Ic never did, or ever will ſhine or ſparkle 

omthe leaſt glimpſe upon the world,ot to any earthly heart, 

The moſt ambicious eager hunters after pleafures,the worlds 

greateſt m_——_ _—_ _—_ —_ _ Fs by in- 

i oft and graſpt a Bedlam® counterfeit of ir. Iſaidof Iaugh- 
dhe. aq faith - - # mad.. For- = eruch is, no ws Srv 
mini occurs Unregenerate man hath any true cauſe or good ground at all 
on aetha cup. 153 laugh, or be merry. I-will make itplaine ina 
bere in bn in Word, even tothe ſcorner, Suppoſe a greatmar convicted - 
avzitiz, » bo--and condemned for Treaſon, - —_— the place-of 
TS it execution a mile off : and lec there a Table all along be fur- - 
homines,Klmtitis niſhed with variety of dainties ; let himtread upon Violets - 
92205 non eft and Roſes, cloth of Arras, clath of Gold,or what you will, 
gaudereimpin all the way let him be attended on both fides with moſt 
Ef caimjacan- Exquiſite muſickeandhonourable entertainements: Doe you 
pen ped thinke all chis would make him: laugh heartily, carrying 


Rec Ocuius 


Niinecauis (his inhis heart, that he muſtloſe his head at the miles end? 
andivic, nec in Itrow- not. Asfarre leſſe true.cauſe haſt thou to langh,who- 
nd gy ere foever thouart, that walkeſt on impenitently in.any wicked 
courſe, or lieſt delightfully in any beloved finne;as a tempo- 
rall death is lefſe than endlefſe rorments, For he isbur going 
to loſe his head; bur thou as an already condemned man 
alſo, art poſting towards hell. He. that beleevetb -n0t, ſaich 
Tobn, 4 condemned already, Tob.3.18.- If wee peruſe pun&u- 
ally the happieſteſtate ofthe moſtglorious worldlingandalt 
his wayes ; we ſhall flade no matter atall for true joy, either 
tobreed in; or feed upon, Let us walke into his fooles Para- 
diſc, and ſurvey all che fading flowers of his imaginary feli. 
cities. It may be wee ſhall finde wealth, power, pleaſures, ' 
konours, pompe, and magnificence: of ſtate ; perhaps an Im- 
periall Crowne, the. rop ofall earthly bappinefſe. And whar 
of all theſe? Alas ! Gold and Pearle, as one ayes, are butſhi- 
ning duſt, or excrements of the earth : Power is but afliſh 
of lightning, that feares or ſtrikes another; and forthwith ic 
{cife is ſuddenly extin&: Pleaſure, is but a aire, and yer paſ- 
{cth away in theaGt, as the taſte ofa pleaſant drinke dieth in 
the draught :Honcuc, is bura breath, and yerbinds a man 


In 


———_— 


comfortable walking with Gd, © 


| ibs 


© ———— 


Np ailded fetrers, and blaſts his ſpirits with tarre more care 
add feare than when hee was moſt meane ; Even as higheſt 


boughes are moſt ſhaken by the windes, and the points of 


ſteeples bearen moſt with ſtormes and lightning. All world. 


ly ſplendorand. pompe, is buta 2 ſmoake, which vaniſheth awon deber 
arieriferhs and 2h reares from theeyes. Even a Regall mgnibaberifo. 


nor huManus 


Diademe, in the ſenſe and cenſure of an Heatheniſh King, is quianulliusc | 
attended with ſuch a weighry,irkeſome,and painefull charge, Ponderis furs, 
thar, ſaith hee, He who forekperw the weight of aScepter, ſhould Def libs. podl 

bee finde it lying upon. the ground,. hee wouldnot deigne to fake ib 27-08-33 | 


v&. and what ishimſelfe, che owner and Lerdof all theſe? 
A little walking earth, a coleured piece of clay, a warme 


gioee of dirt, a very bag of choler, fleame,and otherfilth-gro - 


y a man, to morrow none: his breath is in his noftrils;ftop 
but his noſe, and he is dead. And whar is his abode amo 
theſe painted vanities and things of naught? For ſudden 

aſſage andchange, ir is like a Shepheards cent, a Weavers 
Thur , ora watter bubble ; likea hying Poaſt, or a flying 
cloud ;likea ſhip under ſaile, oran Eagleon her wings ;like 
a fading flower, or afalling leafe,; like foame that is ſcatte« 
red, or Juſt rbac isdciven with the winde : like a vapour, ia 
thought, aſmoake, a winde that paſſech and commeth nor 
againe.; like a flying ſhadow, yea, the very dreame of afoe- 
dew, as ane ſayes, and that a morning dreame, which is even 
as ſoone ended as begun. Butler us looke into his infide,and 
the ſtate of his ſoule, and (ce if we can there finde any more 

ace, comfort, or conſlancie. No, there you (hall behold a 

ively reſemblance of che very reſtleſle tumultuations of the 
raging ſea, the never-dying Worme breeding and growing 
big inthe froth of his filty lutts,and rottennefle of his rebel- 
Tions heare : In a word, his poore ſoule bleeding to erernall 
death.Ler us come unto hisdeath;from the inevitable Rroake 
whereof, all the Gold and .Pearle of Eat and Welt canng 
more redeeme him, than can a handfull of duſt; and there 
heſhall find deſpaire and horrour, like ewo eyening Wolves, 
enraged with helliſh hanger ; ready toreare his foule in pie- 
ces,whenthers is none to help. And whe otenmiiemnt 
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lay downe his cold cartafſe among the ſtones of rhe pir, ar 
the rootes of the rockes: his name, by reaſon of his former 
pride, luxary, oppreſſion, oppofition:to goodnefſe, ſhall ror 
asfaft, and ſtinkeasbad above ground, as his body in the 
grave. And laſtly, the onely forethought whereof ſhould 
make him tremble all the dayes of his life; his immortall ſoule 
finkes irrecoverably by the weight offinne, into the bottome 
ofthe burning Lake,where there are torments withourend, 
and paſt imagination ; exceding nor onely all patience, bur 
*- allrefiſtance ; where there is no ſtrength to ſuſtaine ; nor a= 
bilicy to beare; that which there, whileſt God isGod, for 
$1polt ror millia VEE mult be borne, And when they have beene endured 
norm, quo: ©. millions of yeares; yet areno neererend, than when they 
Cs ee. aut. PEganz80r the ſoule necrerour, than when ir came in, Tell 
cunque fucrune, Me then, Ipray you, in all this, is there any roome for rejoy- 
& erent Ponras CNS? T3there any matrerffor true mirth ? No more than 
rent, mulro 1c- taſte inthe white of an egge,than ſtrength in a broken ſtaffe- 
Nc io Of reede, than ſiweetnefſe in the apples of Sodome. Why 
Jpem non ha- then,it is a ſhame for the weakeſt Chriſtian that breathes buc 
a Ce. the ſpirituall life, even ofholy defires ; not to be —_ 
one deficient, & more merry than the moſt glorious and magnificent world- 
ade 24ee. ling vpon earth. Shall a gracelefſe wretch, going towards he], 
Pe Hirits & =: tO whom God himſclfe hath proclaimed, There 34 no peace, 
DO to rele NO JOY» DaB the Septwagints render it; who isa meere Thiefe, . 
deitenretve Bh , and uſivper, inreſpe& ofallthe joyes upon which 
— x So * hee intrudes; and which way ſoever hecaſts his eyex, if he 
Mali bomincs weare nor falſe ſpeRacles, or be blindfolded by the Devill, 
non gaudere, ſed”. . : T7 2IY | 
geftire dicuntur Can fee nothing butrhe ugly faceofhorronr, and true cauſe 
pn of 'rrembling, Tfhee looke backward npon rhe time paſt ; 
TT Domins hee may ſee all the abominable lufts of his youth, all the 
Ang.ce $54: finnes of his former life, repiſtred with an iron pen inthe 
9.12 bookeofhisconſcience;andlurking there like ſo many (lee- 
ping Lyons; who upon the very firſt ronech of Gods vificing 
hand, will awake,ariſe,and rent in peecee; It hee looke up- 
onhis preſent ſtare;thorow the cleare ChriſtallofGodsrigh- - 
ceous Law: He may ſee Divine vengeancedogging himhard 
at.the heeles; ready to ſtrike him. downe- into hell, _ 


TS 


Low 


comfernehle walking withGodi 30h 


the nexc riotand rebellion againſt his patient Lord, T har 

moſt horrible fiery rempeftuous ſtorme, P/al. 1. 6, ready 

rofall upon his head,even when he is warmeſt in his wealth, 

and inthe hotreſt gleame of his worldly proſperity; ſidden 
deſtruction ready to ſeize upon hjm unavoideably, as travell : Ther'5. 3. 
upon a woman with childe, when hee is finging the ſecureſt 

Requiem to his ſoule of ſaferie and peace. If hee looke for- 

ward to future time, hee fees death, the graye, Godsftri& 
Tribunall, the laſt judgernent, and endleff miſeries of the 

other world,the ſting,poyſon,and terrours of which, he ſhall 

never be able, cicher ro avoide or abide, I fay, ſhall ſuch a 

fellow fleerein the face? * And fhall not a true-hearted Na- 

thanezl, to whomleſus Chriſt hath bequeached a legacy of tob 14 23.” 
peace; whomthe Spirit of God bids rejoyce evermore and 
who,which way ſoever he lookes,if he open his eye of faith, 

ſhall ke nothing bur matter of ſweeteſt contemplation; in« 

finite cauſe of trueſt joy, and fpirituall raviſhment ; If he 

looke backward upon the time, whileſt he yet lay underthe 

tyranny of the Devill, and dominion of the firſt death ; hee 

' ſhall ee the Catalogue of all his former finnes, ſhould ir be 

as blackeas hell, as foule as Sodome, as red as ſcarler, faice- 

ly, and for ever waſhed away inthat forntaine opened for ſinne zech. : 3-1. 
antfor uncleanneſſe, even the precious, blood of that imma- | 
culate Lambe Teſus Chriſt, 'the Holy and the righteous : If 

hee looke upon his preſent tate, he ſhall finde himlſelfe pre- 

ferved as a Iewell moſt ſafe in the precious Cabiner of Gods = 
deareſt providence ; environed with aglorious guard of | 
mighty Angels ; kept by the power of God ehrongb faith anio 
ſalvation, ready to be revealed in thelaſt rime :. If hee lJooke 


forward, hee ſhall ſee death indeede; bur the ſting taken out. < Quipro nobis 


of ir by the death of < Chriſt; che' grave perfumed'ro his Vieira on. 
hand; by his Saviours bleſſed Buriall : wherein hee may lye ci Ro Cp: 


downe as in a bed of Downe, fenced with' the omnipotetit zo Cm 


arme of God, for the glory ofthe Reſurre9ion; the Throne furuus ek, ipſe is | 


kodie Advocatus 


of grace in Heaven, ſtanding upon” pillars of mercy and love; cus. aug.m#jat. -- 


where Ieſus Chriſt ſits as Judge; who ſhed his hearts blood 5 «+ _ 


for him;and is his 4 Advocarc, while he yer abides in this _— 
| w 
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of reares ; the boſome of Abrabam, the .armes of God Al- 
migh wide open, and ſtretched out to receive him at the 
endef his Pilgrimage into his 4Zafters Foy : I fay, (ball ſuch 
a happy ſaule.nor have an heaven in his heart, bur be heavy- 
hearted? Shall a:vaſſall of the Devill laugh, andan heire of 
- Heaven looke heavy ? Monſtrous abſurdirie ! 

* 2--Every Chriſtian after his new creation, hath ever in 
comparably more matter of mirrh rhan monrning; infinitely 
greater cauſe robe rayiſhed with fpiritualljoy, thanta be de- 


Je&ed by griefe, Though this may ſeeme a pos rothe - 


cleareſt eye, and beſt apprehenſion of worldly wiſcdome.: 

yer in cruth it.isa true principle in the myſtery of Chriſt, I 

doe thus manifeſt it, and make it good to the faddeſt monr- 

ner in Sion ifhe doe not give more eare to thelying mali- 

cious diQates of the Devill,and diftruſts of his owne heart, 

then to the well-grounded counſellof the Prophets, and im- 
pregnable truth of Gods bleſſed Word, Inthe right eſtimate 

and valuation, all the afflitions and ſufferings of chis life : 

whether of ſoule, body, outward ſtate, or any way are but 

duſt in the ballance, in reſpe& of that exceeding exceſſive eter- 

: nall weight of glory, purchaſed and prepared for him by the 
a Ke i298) pJ ood of hisdeareſt Lord. In the * originallir is, as a warthy 


my Gore Divine fayes well, a ſuperlative tranſcendent phraſe of 
PL, 159, ſpeech, which farce paſſerh the heighr of all bumaneOratory, 
| and all the Retoricke of the moſt eloquent Heathens , be-. 
cauſe they never treated upon ſuch a Theame : they were not 

inſpired with ſach a ſpirit. Whereupon faich the Apoltle in 

another place, T7 reckon, that the ſufferings of this preſent time, 

Rom, 8-18- re not worthy to be compared tothe glory which ſhall be revea- 
kd in w,Whence it followeth,that a very fore-imagination 

of the moſt uncanceiveable happineſle to be had hereafter ; 

to wir, the ſhining ſplendour and ſun-like glory of our bo- 

dies; the unſpeakeable perfe&tions and excellencies of our 

ſoules; the admirable beautie of the place; the glorious com- 
fort of our heavenly company ; The bearlficall fruicion of 
the moſ} blefſed Trinity, &c. and rhat which crownes 


aur bliſſe with impoſſibilicie of further addition, mam 


comfortable walking with God. 

of all theſe:I fay,a ſerious preconceir hereof, illighrened and 

Krengchened by faith, isable ro hold up.the Chriftiansheare 

wich infinite ftrengrh, and ro refreſh ic witha ſecrer unur- 

terable gladneſſ?, even-amid(t yarietie and extremity of all 

worldly troubles ;anJ doth miniſter as farce more matrer of 

rejoycing than theſe of mourning ,as rhatforementionedex- 2 cor.4. 15: 

ceeding exceſſive everlaſting weight of glory, is' to bee preferred | 

before alictle momzneany light afflition. Hence ic is, thac 

the holy Martyrs of Teſs were ſo merry,and ſweerly conten- 

red in & middeſt of all their ourward miſeries, preſſures; 

perſecutions, and Martyrdome'ic ſelfe, I war in priſos, faith: 

bone of them, till T got 7nto priſon, T feele ny myre paine, ſaith Þ £awence San- 

< another, #n the fire, thaz if T'were in abedof Downe , it is #s c Bainam. 

faveete to mee ar a bed of Roſes, Tbeleeve, faicha Ichicd,ebere is d Adolpius / 

not a merrier heart in the world at this inſtant than mine tg, **ribachiu. - 

To<Oneobje&ing toa fourth, Chriſts agony and fadnefſe* Fovinw. 

' tohis cheerefulnefſe: Tea, faith he, Chrifs war ſadoat 1 might 

be merry, Hee bad my ſinnes, and Thve his merit and righteouſe 

neſſe, Bur ſpecially let us looke upon Paul, a bleſſed and pre- 

cious patrerne for ns to imitate in this point. He was tron- 

bled onevery fide ; Without were fightings, within were feares. 

He was in ftripes above meaſure : in priſons more frequent : in 

deaths oft : Of the Tewes five times received be forty ſtripes ſave z Cor.u. 23; 1 

one: Thrice was hee beaten with rods : Once was he floned's *© : 

Thrice bee ſuffered Shipwracke : A night and day war hee 

in the deepe : In journeying often, in perils of water, in perills of 

robbers, m perill by bes owne countrymen, in perils by the beatheny 

in perillgn the Citie, in perils in the wilderneſſe, in perils #2 the 

Sea, in perils amongſt falſe brethren ; In wearineſſe and paine- 

felaeſſe, in watching often : in hunger and thirft, im faſftings of 

ren : in cold and nakgduefſe. He was called a peſtilent fellow, He A% 34-5- 

was accounted as the filth of the world, and off ſcormring of all + Cor. 12.10, 

things: And yerfor allthis, he profeſſ-ch ofhim(elfe, tharhe , 

f tooke pleaſure in infirmities, in reproches, in neceſſities, in per _ A 

frequentins & abug4inciiis ſuſtinebatz ſed proſeR> aderat ei Spiritus SanQus,qui ap 

minis corruptione interiorem renovaret, de die in diem ; & ouftars requie (pirittali, in afflaenria 

dol'ciarum Dei, in ſpe faturz beriradinis, omaia preſenuadeliniyer, atpera  gravia omaia rele- 

vaictz&e, Ang. De rempore.Serm, 48, * G 
ſeoutigns | 
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ſeentions, in diffreſſer for, Chriſts ſake. Nay, which is more, 
2 Cor.7.4 , and more punſtuall for, my purpoſe, he faich.ja_ anochen 
vmpmetes place, That.be-was filled with comfort, and exceeding joyfull an 
p94 TH fv. P . , . J tp 
Abundo gaudio all hzs trabglation. Now. every '{incere-hearred Profeſſor is 
-—"% << ,ound to over-abound exceedivgly in this joy, as well as 
I doe over abound Pagl. Nor {o, laith-the weaks Chriftian ; for Paul had a 
exceeding ""/7 eronger feith thanT, and more grace. It is true, but yerrhy 
_ faith isas erueas his. Andiiz is not ſo. much the muchneſſe, as 
. therruth of faich, which givesrightand intereſt toa Crowne 
of life, comfort.inall afflifions, aud everlaſting lightſome- 
nefſe, Therefore well faid a worthy witneſle to the rrath, 
' Paul and Peter were more honourable members of Chriſt than I, 
but lama member : They bad more ſtore of grace thanT ; but I 
nas have my meaſure; and therefore ſure of glory. It is ſtrange 
| then, that any true-hearted' Nathaneel having ſuch good 
. ground of rejoycing ; (inning in chat hee dorh nor rejoyce; 
and joy being ſoſ{weere and welcomea gueſt co the heart of 
. man; ſhould weare out a few and wretched dayes in unne- 
. ceſſary heavineſſe, and finfull ſadneffe ; whereby he highly 
_ diſhonours Gods free love ; hinders others from the wayes 
of life z- hurts full ſore his owne ſoule, and onely gratifies 
--Satall | | 
3. It is a conſlant marke of every -regenerate man, to 
, make conſcience of all Gods Commandements, P/al.r1 9g, 6. 
"Now the holy Goſt doth not onely in many ſfeverall places 
give us charge torejoyce, but is very carneſt upon us in 
this point : Nay, doth ſo often double and treble with extra- 
- ordinary emphaſis and elegant gradation, his entreatie and 
importunicie in the ſame place. Let the Saints, ſaith heybe joy- 
Fell with glory, Pal. 149.5. Lt alltbaſe that ſecke thee, rejoyce = 
and be glad in thee, Plal. 40.16, Rejnyzce in the Lord, O yerigh= 
teows, Plal. 33. 1. Rejoyce evermore, 1 Thel. 5. 16. Rejoyce 
in the Lord alway, and againe T ſay, Rejvyce. Phil.4.4. Let all 
- thoſe that put their truſt in thee, rejozce.; letthem ever ſhogt for 
50, Plalm,5.11, Let the rightcous be glad: let them regyyoe be- 
fore God, yea, let them excecdingly 1ejnyce, Plalm, 68. 3. Be 
gladin the Lord, andreguyce, yerighteow, and ſhout for joy, all 
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"we me actaaturdncein ifwe yirencns & nd there- 


_ ene: are-bound iconſciencerg ſhake e = ves from the 
, tO D ngty'wi 
- our heavcs, > $810: abt thin caſt 


- ywne, O why ſoute, ES why pr eney viered within me 2 
For'we wuſt anſwer 'as well for not rejoycing, asfornor 
Ter Emre iy 
oF nos kill” (1 hete' | 
differenceand in-finhe.)'- 4-07 bo 
But herea Profeffor being pteſſedto the elitertdin.. 
ment andexcellenoy of this-joy, may berronbled: and temp- 4 
eedupon the ſurvey of the difinicion and nature ofit. For 
ehis-Fpiricuall bam (rh # relicions orion bf the 
on ney EY | 
*polk feſſiowof Chrift Feſus otir yrs bye | ing 
:the Onle- by faich: whereby he beer io xperodmarty ra- 
vihedandrefreſhed with's figcere; holy, 1. roy tp 
Fry Cars , fitbels Tliutcis | 
F Joan Chris, mo_Y armes of 
'my faitfy, or aſſured paſNiſſioh oF him,chat Idareadnit of this- 
joyormeddle- with ir;-- + 
« But know that inthe time of ſpiritnall Jnfarcie,cem . 
wathons; (te fertions%andorherd Jn evra meeeyr of foake | 
eſpecially; Ieretiyfealing ndadth ledgement 'be-whar fc | 
will: thoudoſtam6ſt certdinely enjoy the Lord Teſas, even Math.5.5-6) 
Þj #fincerehnnger and'thirſt afcer 'him;and/his righreouf. 
neffe, and by rhine' hr hearts therji andcleaving un- 
tokim, as thy ohely and dhiefeſt joÞand b conſtquentatr 
good pronnd, and by true: p- t'Intereffed*.to all-thar 
Joy, which the blefſed-Spirit doth fo” importunacely pref: 
upon thee in ſo many places. Here refreſhthy memory wich 
-the reviſe of my former diftinftion-of affurance of evidence, 


inedbererevcr, 
4. What: 
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pear is:able: to oben thedarkeſt 
ineouryard miferies; to diſperſe anddif- 
: and maſt cempe ous clouds of rewpo- 
Feng, Thou ſhalr feele in chem (uch an.inexplicable 
exceſſive [weerngile, which were che warld above thee a Sea 


. fbicrerne 2nd. gl, might curne. itall.into ſugar. Thou 
ſhale finde in them ſuch an _—_ le' immoral vi- 
. gour,that will mot can FS. ws y ſpirit unconquer- 
; MY chy dying houre,a defore ha: lai dreadfull barre ; 
.tehen all irupenitent wrecches (hall roare.like wilde Bullsin 
? ralle if checerrours of: God, andery opon the Hillsand 
Rode ro hide them from: pow ts 5 wrath ; which 
they (hall grey bn oble.cteber 10.6 or abide. Henge 
ſprings ngs that abundant and unexhauſied water of joy, that 
: te joy of harveſt of dividing great ſpoilet,and.chatwhich is of 
ſuch rayifhing Pers thar wethink weare butinadreame, 
isbuta toy. and trifle,a typeand ſhadow co ic; and whiche- 
ver predominaresand incomparably tranſcends all matter of 
m— Gi If chou _ out uponchis outward ſtate ; 
. pon children, hehe goods, goodaname, 
'Grchards, G ce H0 ſcfhons, honpurs,; or, whatloever 
.thou haſt os oſt enjay. with good: ;conſrience and 
ſan&ifiedly ; thou art bound to rejoyce in chem ; as tempo- 
xall rokens of Gods erernall love ;notable gncouragements 
' to doemorenobly in his glorious ſervice, and comfartable 
additions to thine hope of heaven; bur {o,and-in ſuch order, 
thar as thycloathes firſt receive hear from thy-body, before 
they can comfortably warme ic : ſo ſome inward joy of re- 
.concilement to the Creator, maſt firſt warme thine heart, 
before than canſt rake any kindely comfort from che crea- 
rures, 3, Concerning croſſes, affiiftions, troubles perſecu- 


-tions; 
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comfortable walking with God. 369- 
tions; which are wont to preſent themſelves to: the appte- ED 
ban 1m 1. gem. ey horror; evenin the very 
bicterneſſ= and excremiry of rhem, if thou caſt the illighrned 
eyeofthy ſoule upon ſuch places and promiſes as theſe, : 
Car,10.13.Heb.n3.5.Rom.S, 28. Heb. 12. 6. 2Cer.4.1 7. Eſay 
63.9.and the 43. 2. and rhen refleQ upon thy afflited felfe, . neo: flios ta 
thou mayſt by the marvellous worke of faith, draw a great d*t bomo, alcer6 


deale of joy from them, A paticnt ſabmiſfion v rider (0s hae 
fallexerciionderGads vidinghandJaan EN eg Sn 
ſtration-char thou are a: ſoxve, and not-a boſtard; Is' there is vm ttonug 
then nor more ſweetneffe in thoſe *affliftions, which-are-e- 7 colaphis cz- - 
vident markes thou art in the right way to Heaven ; then in Vader, 
worldly pleaſures, which dearely remonſiogte eo thy cofnfci-far& ite cxdi- 
cxlce, thou art poſting cowerds Hell 2 Henee io was, that do heredicas for. - 
the Apoſtles rejoyerd, being Þ beaten, that they-were oounted\ongs ne an” 
worthy to ſuffer ame for the 'Name of - Tefjes : that Paw and haredats eft > 
2 NG inpriſon at midnight: that Ignative cryed; Kat Sena ann 
Fire, hes, Pullics, nas: all: the torments of Hell come on Wor rk gen 
fo Emay winne-Cbrift, - 4; Nay, even-contumelies andicon. fix avod wle 
rempr ; reproaches and ſcorne from-che world: forthy: pro 5: verbers, & - 
ſſſion,-whichoaueallymuch nerclesa nobleſpirit,do crowne Jac gue om- 
thy head;an ſhould fill chy heart wich abandance of glory, tritifima.gnds 
bleſſednes and jaye..If je be reproached for the Name of Ch nnnaud nos 
Chriſt, bappy are ye; faith: Peter : for the Spirit of Glory and met: eicere- 
of God, reſteth upon you, 1 Pet, 4..1 4c. Bleſſed-are-ye, aith Iorpig os pill 
Chriſt himſelfe, . when mex ſhall revile you, and perſecute You,” Hom: 14 Relig. 
aud ſhall ſay alt munoney of evill agzinit you falleh for my ſake ; fatinane go” 
regoyce, and be exceeding gd; Mat, 11. 12. Scurrilities and dcneva conlpe. 
ſcoffes,all (pirefull ſpeeches,odious nick-names,lying iaapu- aan annit Þ: 
tations caſt uponthee in this kinde,by congues which car like un: pro no nine. 
c -8 ſharpe raiſor,are inthkir due eſtimace,and trae-acc@tint,us — Naas 
ſo many. honorable badges (Let no cowardly Chriltianighen 182 15<u: _ 
declinerhem wich wounding of bis conſcieace)ofthy Tilda. ns ſe deber 
fijanmagnanimitie, and re{olute {tandjog on the Lords ſidepfrccdir 
andatthe Throne of Cbriſt will be certainely reputed as chars hs: 

noa gaudii fine occafiones,, ſed triftiuad moareris: aiki ins "= 
propeer _ fayellabaarur, qa rhe ptinre <p onav7 > ly FG FM - - =o 4 


Ia $-: 


"RE R R ” "2% 3 Pl Wo... ou ns 
: Gentwall directions for's ©» 


racers of ſpeciall honeur, atid remembrancers of thy wor- 

thy ſervice, whereby rhov ſhalt appeare more acceptable and 
amiable in the eyes of nigh God; and all that glorious 
triumphaneChorch above. 54 If thou righely remper, and 

well weigh eventhe ſoreſt forrow, andthevery bleeding of 

thy heart for fine 5/irſhould be "ſo farre fromdamping the 

lighcſomneſle of thy ſpirit, thar it ought to open untothieea 

well. ſpring-ofpureſt joy.. For the penirent melting of our 

, afe&ions, and findetymountiog over Him, whom we have 

pierced-wich'onrfinnes; argues infallibly, and ſweetly af- 

1lures the prefene and ſanftffying power of the-holy Spirir. 

And whar greater comfort, or ſweete delight, than char 
which ariſeth from well greuntled ovidence, tharthe Foun. 
taine ofalt comfort dwels tn onit ſoutes? Such teares as burſt” 

out of a heart oppreſt wich'pricfe forſume;arelike an Aprill 
ſhowre, which choughie weralitrle, yer it begers 2 great 

deale of ſiwecteneſſe inthe herbes, flowers, ardfroits'of the 

. . earth Aseveninlaughing the hearrofthawwithee is forrow-: 
full : ſocontrarily, even in ſich mownin}3the tearcofthe?. 

| true penicent is lightſome and comfortable:Forhabituallzoy 

y may not onely confiſt with aftuall ſorrow, md contrarily : 
butalſoeven- aftuall joy with aftuall ſorrow, This'is no 
Htravge thingin orher caſes ;whentr wee ſees good man pers 

- ſecunedfora goodcauke, ſtand to it riobly z wee' grieve for 

| his croubles,bur rejoyce in his refolurion & undaumedneſſe, 

2 Nan eſt boc © As we ought then togrieve birrerly for our ſuttes ; ſo ler us 
gaudins oem! *rejoyce immeaſurably for ſuch ingemtons grieving. Ler us* 

Keenim ex'ilo Jament heartily overhim,whom have wounded with'our 

peer ne abominableJufts-;burler us alſo be infinitely gladar rhe ve- 
diam. Quinam- ry heart 'roote; that they! are'all pardoned by the powring 
Te, &  outofhis blood. 'Nor the moſt exquiſite quinteffence and 

conficerur,gaudes exrraQion of all manner of Muſicke ; Sers, or Conforcs ; vo- 
bir-.45y 2 Call or" itiſtrumentall; can poſſibly convey fo delicious a 
:-ory xax234h6 ronctrand refiſh tothe ontward eare of a man; as a cercifi* 
Cots: #2 cate brought fromche Throne of mercy by che bleſſed Spirie - 

os oO n ed audem. Anguft.m vera & felſi penit, cap. 13, Beati, qui fi 
fs mens mmorpg peobey I wr wi ; 
fe 
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comfortable whing with 00d. "99x 
ſealed wich Ohrifts blood, ro the bruiſed hearr and grieved IT 
ſoule of-an humble finner, in the very deprh of his ages 


paſſe, From the very foule(tand moſt grieſly ſaggeſtions of _ _ 

TE CH{OT WV Eto 
That thouart none of his. Forasheeis wont to keepeutt: Tim.s 2." 
converted men in as merry a moode;and faire acalme of out- b Cam cogitac 
wardcontentment, and inward ſecuririe, as he can poſfibly; gronzcurpis, ne. 
retiring andreſerving his moſt fiery darcs and hideous temp. faria imperrune., 
carions, untill he have themat ſome dead lifr, and unavojda- rerreatur, aweeric 
ble ſtraic : fo all thar:are broke our of his hellifh priſon,” by CN 


thehelpe of the holy Ghoſt,he ordinarily putſues with dead nimium: neque 
ly rage, and all the powers ofdarkenefſe. 'He hunts them in —_ pooges 


hisficte(t ſeaſons like a Partridge in the Mountaines, with retigum; eriam 


in thingeſcape our ofhis clutches, "The'imore reſtleſſely hee 7.7,cme cone 
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followes chee with the fury and varierie of histemprations ; contra fidem.Sed 
the more ſiveetely and ſecurely, ifthou wilt give way to the aria 
counſell of che-Prophers,and the worke of faich ; mayffchon Den Wires” 
5644 '-874 males i T %. 


5. Every one that hath part in Chriſts death, is bound in 75; Qeidampu- 


- 


were fromall ſervile rerrours, flaviſh fadnefſe; uncoriforta- bus.quin =p 


ble dej=ftions of ſpirit : For even Chriſt our Paſſcover # ſacri> givini amoris fi. 


-S 5 * Mul:iplicatio ten- 
ficed for n,therefore let us keepe the Feaſt, 4 Cor.54 7 ; cfgs COS 
aſs TINS eft, quod aliquis 
de manibus dzmonum evaſerit. Dum aliquis ef? injcarcereznnicum habericaftodem,vel duos : fi vers 
evaſcrit, omngs eum inſequuntyr. Sic dum aliquis captus eſt-a Diabo!ognontantum cum d2mones 
pefſequimturyguartum quum evaſerit. Tilos pulſare negliget, ,quos jure quieto polſidere ſeſentit, 
Gregor, Com timoredebes effe, quando tibi bene eſt, neque te ad hoc parare,quaſi numquam tens 
reris.Si enim nunquam tentaris nunquam probaris Nonne melius eft tentari, & probari, quamnon 
renia:um rearobary? Auguſt. in P/al.144. c 'Eprecopuy.. Epulationis ergo preſenstempus eſt, 
Namcim dixifet, Epulemur, non quod Paſch3 eſſct, non quod Pentecofte, idcirco epulandum in- 
tellexerit;zſed quod omne tempus exultationis rempus efſer Chriſtianis, propter collatorum bene - 
Giciorum cxce'lentian, © Chryſoft. ru cap. 5. 8d Cor. | 
, Bb *- The 
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.. _—_——"The ſme and excellency of this Feaſt, is notably ſer 

out and amplified by, 1. The beautifull garmenrs wee pur on 

and weare when we are admitted unto it; 2, The matrer,and 

magnificent proviſion : 3. The maticke : 4. The franke and 

bouncifull entertainment and plenty :.5; The extraordinary: 
pompe and incelineſſe, 

© For the firſt, medicate joyfully upon that rich actire, 
- and thoſe Royallattributes,glorifyingandcrowning Chriſts 

bleſſed Spouſe, with moſt admirable and raviſhing beauty, 
(#.6.10. Who i ſhee that locketh forth: as. the morning, faire 
os the Adoone, pure ar the Sunne, terrible as an army with 
Banners f And know, that all the effentiall glory and faire- 
Revel-t3-5 fe whichis tobefoundin the whole Church, the omen 
| clothed with the Sue ; as that of juſtification and fanifica- 
tion, &c. belongs to every member thereof, to every faith- 
— Jt. The morning { he 
As the morning, ] 1. ings ont of the grea- 
teſt darkenefſe;the night is moſt —_ fap,alictle be- 
fore day : the illuminated ſouleariſes cut of the moſt darke- 
=o "fie morn ixprincally Pre 0 he *enddine de 
. morning is y in her*ruddinefle: 
MScatie - The ule that is new | delivered outofthe horrour of Egyp- 
TAR tiandarkeneſſe, and bands of the helliſh Phorooh,is all ruddy 
Jagered wwmrg. wich paſſing chorow the red Seaof Chriſts blood ; that is the 
ground upon which all irs beauty and blefſednefſe is builc. 
- The Srefooaning after its firſt peeping inthe 
Exfi, foreadofaicer and fairer in-all beauty {x1 ar bat 
uatill the mid-day, and full illuftration of the World: Grace 
inthe ſoule, afcer the firſt plantation, growes ſtronger and 
ſtronger, ſhinesfairer and fairer, untill ic ſer inthe bottom- 
leſſe Ocean of endleſſe Glory, See Prov.4.18.:. 

Faire ar the Moone | 1 The Moone receives all her light 
and luſtre from the Sunne : all the holinefle,inherent 
righteouſnefſe, ſhining in a anRtified ſoule, are the image 
and impreſſions of- the Sanne of righteouſeſſe. 2. The 
Moone hath ſome ſpots in her face ; bur yeris a very beau- 
rifall creature by her borrowed light. The Chriſtian is 
ſawewhar. blacke with the remnants of originall corropti- 
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comfortable waiting with God. 
aptly reaſon of his unavoideable frailties. and imper- 
ny frm comel. as the curtaines of Salomon, by the 
_ his new-creation and gracious beames that thine 
wa 00 hlsfoulefrem the face of Chriſt. 3. The further the 
Moone is removed from the Sunne;the fairer ſhe is, and 
fuller of light: The more an humble ſoule, upon fight of 
that Holy Majeftie and: pureſt eye, tenne thoufand times 
brighter than the Sunne, which cannot leske on iniquitie; 
.doth retire with lowlieft thoughts into himſelfe,to abhorre 
himſelfe in duſt and aſhes, as moſt vile, and farre worthier 
co be throwne into the loweſt dungeon of the kingdome of .. nad 
darkeneffe, thanto behonoured with the love and light of que porkeny "we 
his countenance z is more* beautifull andamiable ori ces __ 
of God. a | 
Pure as the Sunne | The Moone ſhadowes our inherent ©ope nem mn 
faireneſſe ; the Sunne reſembles and repreſents our imputed ent Sed Ho 
puritie ; Sothat chisRoyall Robe, the Sonne of righreouſ- [/teaneyate 
nefle, che inſporred Juſtice of Teſus Chriſt, doth glorifie © 
the-(oule: x. With an entire unſtained beantie : our inhe- 
rent holinefſe hath ſome ſpors and ftalnes of imperfe&ion 
like the Moone : bur thar imputed for our juſtification, is 
much more ſpotlefle and orieat than the Sunne, 2. Univer- 
fallyz We arc waſhed; as it were, fromtop totoe in che 


GE Ceo uhiee one enenrs 
put on by the hand of Faith js fixeandthe fate for ever, 2=carmaPak 
Terrible # an army with Banners. _— rhis rich atid ne daciecnens” 
royall attire ; all this abundance tuall fairenefſe and Proſe rife. : 
mays wee are toput onalſo, Sen wy rhat 34 3 


him our of the field. For hee well when —_ ro be EE "w "_ 
of proofe, worne by our Caprtaine Chit Lefars ray fo! EL 7 Sn 
. the ſword of the Spiris, ig a 
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vedlight of the 

fParres,exibunt 
ſoles 3 © 1. ſasth - 

aſman. P. n+ 
Afrel.cap.4-f48e 
253. Yen nal - 


ſcutas,aur quingz 
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$1515.20. dernefſe,Matth.gs And ir is that,by which the weakeſt Chri- 
Bs 2 ai. tians ſhall ſoorth, by the bleſſing of the God of Peace * bruiſe 
liek Katanunder their feete, 


\; The ſummeis ; the heavenly attire of a ſanAlhed foule,ts 
lumnumerum po-g]] the ſtarres above colleted into Sunnes (which Þ ARtrono- 


Poem, quas ob..there Were an acceſſion ofall the orient ſplendour of all the 


Pearles and Tewels,of all theCryftal,and gliſtering things in 


Amr vel nevus lower world ; and all compatted into one beautifull bo= 


loſes, nullo tian. 1, 5r would: beburasalumpe of darkenefle, to the glorie 
— — q | foute.For the beautiean 


and faireneſſe ofa ſanftifie ami- 
ableneſfſe ofan holy ſoule, inflames the hearr and affe&ions 
of the Sonne of God, with an extraordinary pang of ſpiri-- 
tuall fervent love, Cart, 4.9, whereas nor all the glory of 
the world, though repreſented to hiseyes- with the faireſt 
Iuſtre, and in the moſt refined forme, conld move him ever a 
whit, atth.4.8,9,1 0. Platowas wontto fay,if morrtall ver- 
rues could be ſeene with:the outward eye; they would ſtirre 
up inthe heart extraordinary flames of admirationand love : 
pu unſpeakeable raviſhments, then would: Chriſtian gra- 
cesenkindle, . were they viſible.to the carnall-eyes > They 
would be. able to make Perſerutore, Profefſours ; to turne 
even Drunkards into Puritans, as they call them., rhe moſt 
ſenſuall Epicure, into a mortified Saint, - | 
 Farghe ſecond:Lee thy ſpiricuall appetite feed merrilynup- 
on that ſweereſt place, Eſay 25.6, And in this mountaine foal 
tbe Lord of Hoſts, $c. Here is provided, as wee may ſee, a 
magnificent and glorious feaſt, compoſed of all marrow and 


. Eitneſſe, ofmoſt refined and purified wines; which ſhadow 
- unto, us, ſpirituall delicacies, thoſe golden dainties, dig'd 
*outof therich myne ofthemyſtery of Cheilt, by the hand'of 


Faith, inthe Word, Sacraments, Prayer, Communion of 
Siints,ſolemne humiliations, ſweet Soliloquies, ſolicary con- 
ferences with our God, feeling farethoughe of infinite joyes 
thorow eternity, &c. Every circumſtance breathes out-no- + 
ping hut ſweetaclh, OO OOO is 
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 * Tn this mountaine; 7] Itis drefled in Mount Zion, T be per= 
fedion of. beantys T be joy of the whole earth; "The glory lory of all 
\Landrz which repreſents unto'us, by 'wiy of "rd, fr 
type, the overflowing glory ofthe Chriſtian Church, the 

very Heaven of all humane ſocieries ; our onely Sunne in this 
inferior world ; which thongh fo much. maligned, yet were 
it removed, therewould be alittlehell upon earth ; and no- 
ching fc bur adarke Midnight of waar A and horrour, for 
incarnate Devills toUoiiineere in; + - 

A feaſtof fat thingr, a fiaft of winer on the ker, of fot 
things full of marrow, of wine on the lees well refined. = Here- 
by is intimaredthemiatrer ofthe Ls i Royall provilion, 
awplifcdwitheraaordinary Enphofi fit of words, 
of phraſe, and-iterationof the fa ſeoſe,. with varictie of 
expreſſion;which alfo argues its ncrray, | 6 .Ic is not enough 
£0 haveſaid, offac things, bur there is added, of fat chings 
full of magrow; and fo proporrionably of the wines , ro inti- 
mate the moſt exquiſite refined flhwer of 3 delicacies and 
daintics. The marrowofthefattieffe; as ifaman ſhould fay, 
che ſpirit of the-quinteſſence, the Di: ond ofthe Ring, : 
ſparkle ofthe Diamond, 8c. _ all ris comes tre. 
dy ſhort of EIS d ſao and ſhew uatg 
us by the moſt ſathpruous materials of carthly_Feafs.. Bur 
above all, that the Feaſt moſt marchleſ; jo 


Feaſt-maker ; Tehovsh, is the founder and furniſher ofit: The Iaters guttee 
maker of heavew and of earth, of I EST Rg ns lamans por om 
men.ofmolt ambiriony appetites after © tp FE pe: ) Nenrmntie 


chat they rob aldrhe Elements, co" pt 
Maſter of the Feaft, the Ger ſit Te wb hs is 
ſtore and treaſuries 'this way, Pfal- 5p. 10, 11, Every A Tas 
the Forreſt is mine, and the cattell upon a thouſand bills 

all the fowvles of the monintaines, 67 the wild: beg ftr of the 

are mine. Burall theſe 'being bitr oudly, Y Ys 

food,are yet nar es) the ſptriruall ſmeerneſſe ofehie he this kea- 
venly Banquet, The 'fecrct and facred delight of thoſe di» 
vinedainties intended here by the holy Ghoftbeing unſpegke> 
able and gloriogs, doth infinitely tranſceyd the p 
= EXEATUTeS tO contribute, A — ofr 
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: cuall woderſtandi geo conceive, So mutt be conſtrued, 'as a 


wotthy Divine. { jes truely, chat Text, 1 Cen2.)Ner of the 
Joes of beaven, tehich bere the. ſpiritual man bimmſelfuxcaniuer cel 
what they ſhall bs ; nt, of 2he Goſpels 5994) of the "Wine nd 
Fatlings ready prepared, and now revealed to the Beleever by 
the Spirit. | | qt pI ES | 
For che third, Heare the voyce pf ſweetneſſe and peace, 
" Efap. 27.2:Singwuto ber; AV inejardef red Hine; SingJiounds 
nothing but joy, li = hee and'mirth';;TrtoberJrhe 
ſexe of more amiableneſſe,tenderaciic,and love. Vinegard] 


- 


red;rhe « a9 of the Jparkdeal excellencies,fweerneſles, 
tranſc ics ; where God opens. — — his heart 
and love to lis Church, or any of his 


Acrel 1 2-3, 


' : oof; 3 

"Hs (hall ſweetly and tenderly beare 1hee mpon her figder, and daudie 

L thee whon ber Th 9 : 
Sawing gt 


| : atulat | a match, in - 
glalneſke.and joy for fo holy achange, This firſt begins ar 
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hy fictt berrothing; when rhou receiving a Ring, as ic were, 


beſer with five precious ſtones : 1. Righreonſneſſe, 2. Judge. Hof. 219,20. | 


ment, 3. Loving kindenefſe..4. Mercies. 5. Faithfulnefſe. 
Ic is afterward continued with' many gracious paffages of 
Joveand ſweereft entertainements on both fides, even in 
chislife ; as appearesin Solomons Spirituall Love-ſong. Te 
{hall ar jaſt be crowned with an everlaſting Tubilee, and 
pleaſures, moe than the Starres of the firmamient in num- 
ber: when the.Lambe receives his wife into hisneereſt and 
deareſt embracements ;even into full poſſeſſion of the moit 

bleſſed, never-ending Kingdome of heaven ; bought for her 

falldeerely, with his owne hearts blood. Then, our Feaſt 

of grace ends in the endlefſe fruition of-Glory, How mer- 

ry then ought wee to bee in the meane time, who are ad- 
micred andenrighced to this gracious and glorious Feaſt? 

Ofexpreſiing whichto the life, rhe fineft fare and-moſt ex- 

quilite delicates of all: earthly feaſts, come as farre ſhort, as 

the dulearth comes ſhort ofthe gliſtering heaven a grofſe 

morrcall body ofthe ISS ofaneverlafting ſoule : An 

inch of rime, ofthe lengrh of ercrnitie. For corporall dain- 

ties fat a'fraile body fora ſpan of time, wichearthly foode, 

accompanied witha little poore vaniſhing delight of ſenſe : 

Bur ſpiricuall foode fills an immiorrall ſoale with heavenly 

Ames, out of the myſtery of Chriſt, attetided wich pureft 

Joy, and- ſincereſt rooms through all erernirie, 

6. As thou doſt honour Gods Juſtice, in trembling ar his 
threats,and throwing thy ſelfinto the duſt,azex y vile, 
andfuell of hell and mighty: hand, and che piercing 
Majeſtie of his pure Word repreſenting cleerely unto thy 
conſcience, and preſſing terribly upon ir, the hainouſnelſe of 
all thy luſts, iniquicies,abominable provocations of the eyes 
of his glory and divine indignation flaming againſt them, ſo 
whenthou findeſt and feele(t thy hearr _ woundet{ by 
the ſword of the Spirit, with remorſe and ſorrow 'for thy 
{innes, weary with the heavie weight and burthen of them, 
poſſeſſed with ſincere hatred and lothing of every evill way ; 
thou oughteſt, and art bound in conſcience, and by rhe 
conmandement of the Holy ey to glorifie Gods Truth 
bi ol Bb 4 —-o 
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378  Gznerall direliinmns for a 
—— jn hispromiſcs ot Mercy, by throwing thy ſelfe into rhe 
bleſſed armes, and bleeding embracements of the Lord Teſas 
dying upon the Croffe;irr whomthey areall, ye- and Amen, 
with much aſſurance and peace; with unfpeakeable and glo- 
rious joy. . Andrhe ons _ _—_—_ ſeaſon -_ 
onely opporcunitie of thy in honouring the 
RR 4 RO5A of Gods tries ena 
nefſe, and truth upon humble fanles,: through theprecious 
promiſes of life, is inthis life, In the world rocorve they 
thall ali be accompliſhed upon thee to the urmoſt, and crow- 
ned with a cleere vilionand full fruition of thatever-bleſſed 
and moſt glorious Maſeſtie, Then faith for ever expires ; and 
we ſeeface to face... - | | 
Theſe things being ſo, and moſi ſire ; let every true-hear« 
ted Natbaneel be heartily intreated, nay, juſtly charged in 
the name of Iefus Chriſt, by the bleſſed Spirir, the fountaine 
of all comfort ; as he will anſwer ic atthe glorious Throne 
of Mercy, erefted in Heaven upon | & to make him- 
everlaſtingly. merry, thar- hee- he moſt 'reſolutely 
and for ever caſt out of his conſcience, ſprinkled with the 
Blood of the Lambe, and out of the Kingdome of Chrift, o- 
verflowing. with Peace and Joy now comfortably eftabli- 
ſhedIn bis ſoule, thoſe intruding uſurpitig Tyrants ; onely 
maturall Lords over naturall men : 1 mene, horrours. of 
guilrineſſe, falſe feares, laviſh terrours, damps and droo- 
ings ;all uncomfortable penfivenefle, deje&ions,and feare. 
leaving ſuch ZFarp3:c as. theſe; and hearc-eaters, onely 
to the grumbling and guilty conſciences of all choſe that 
 haterobe reformed, and Sarans flaves, as their proper furies; 
ler him with an holy violence againR the devils cruell affaults - 
and contradiftions of his owne diſtruſtfultheart, and with 
a cheereſull ſpirir, lay hold upon his juft inheritance, and c« - 
verlaſting portion, purchaſed for him by the bitrer and 
incfu] — of the Sonne of God; even floods and 
ſh ſucceſſions of ſweereſt joyes, ſhed and ſhowred downe 
contigually from the Throne of Grace upon his upright 
heart, in great abundance if hee will bur onely vouch- 
ſate to open the doore by the hand of faith, that the blef- 


fed - 


comfortable walking with God, | 379 
fed beames of ſuch lighrſomnefſe, and comfort, ſhining - 
from the face of Chriſt, may come. in, Let his Houle, foll 
fairely araied with irs heavenly rob2s, to which, thebeau 
ty of che morning, brightneſſe of Moone, and glory of 

the Sunneare bur a ſhaJow ; and liſtning ſweetly co that 
melodious Song, compoſed all of Peace and Joy, Pleaſures, 
and Pardon of finne, which the mercy of God makes in 
the care of its faith ; fall co, and fill ic ſelfe at the Wedding. . 
Feaſt of the Kings Sonne, with. thoſe ever-ſpringing rivers - 
of ſpirituall refre{biag,out of the bortomleſſe depth of Gods 
free love revealed in the myſtery of Chriſt, by the mini. 
ſtery of the Word and Sacramentall grace; as wich mar- 
row and fatneſſe : Let it ſacke abundantly, and be farisfi- 
ed wich che breaſts of everlaſting conſolarions. And ſich he 
is incorporatedinto Teſus Chriſt, and upon all afſayes hath 
the-wings of faith in areadineſſe, rooutſoare the heighr 
of all humane miſeries : Let ® him for ever ſtand” like 4 Chritianum 
Mount Zion, i gnable, and unſhaken wich the moſt fu- HS: 
rious incurſions of the floods a1d rempeſtsof all worldly porter, uc omnia - 
troubles, preflures,and perſecurions.Serall thoſe monſtrou | en anganns £ 
and moft abhorred injettions, filchy remprarions, and fiery humavorum ma. 
darts, pointed with the very m1lice of hell, ordinarily offe- gtrwrem anche. 
red tothe imagination of rhe beſt, be reſolutely repelled by 2: Supra Perra n 
the (bield of faith, and rerorted as duns upon ths Temprers ET 
face. Ler all ungodly oppoſitions from man or devill, or vndaum ididas 
fearefull diſtruſt be but as ſo many proud and ſwelling waves, SEES 
daſhing againfta mighty Rocke, which the more boyſte- i#ionumande | 
rouſly they bzate upon ir, the more are they broken,an - tur- as line pedes 
ned into a vaine foame and froth. em entry wg 

Bucto deſcend with thee m re punctually ro ſom?-parti- A 
culars: Tell mee truely, thou which haſt given thy name to — eſt | 
Chrif in truth ; wit is i: rha: troubles thee? whar is it thas £25 ow | 
Rl derainzs thy heavenly heart, in the chainzs and fercers of M++7: «5 
horrourand fadae{z; and lockes itu ſo long from the en- , 
crance & encouragemeatr of fpiricuall lighrſomanefle and joy? © 
AnJ if Ibenot able to confront: and confound It, by ſome 
well-grounded connter-comforc an Antidote, our of the 


O:acle of trach;; if Lb= not able ro diſcover it 80 be a ſelte- 
created - 


____. 
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created crofſe; and co difſolve ir into an imaginary and 
groundleſſe fancie,by thelight of che Word; then walke hea- 
vily ſtill. Onely beleeve the Prophets, and thou ſhalt pro- 
= Thou muſt then be contented ro be counſelled by the 

ichfull Phyſirions of thy foule ; who can ſhew unto mn 
bis uprightne ſſe, and are inffruffid wnto the Kingdome of bea- 
ven ;eſpecially fetching all their preſcriptions, receirs, and 


counter-poyſons, out of the rich Treaſarie of the Booke 


of Life : 
Thou muſt learne; 


.I, To, pur a difference betweene mullity of grace, and 


imperfc&Qion of grace. Many good ſonles defire fincerely 
char their hearts were broken in pieces, and bledar the roor, 
for their many and hainous finnes; grieving much, thar 
they can grieve no more : They hunger and thirſt for Chcfts 
righteouſneſſe, more than for the wealth of the whole 
world i They groane mightily in fpiric for Gods favour, 
pardon of finne, power over their corruption, ability ro 


-Pray berter, &c, But yet becauſe they feele nor thac mea- 
Aure of ſenſible ſmart and anguith of hearc inlamenting their 
' formerlife,as they defire;becauſe they have-not their wiſhed 


joy and peace in beleeving ; becauſe they cannor now pray 
,asfervently and feelingly as they, perhaps, were formerly 
wont ; not with that freedome and heartineſſe as they 
would: Ina word, becauſe they are yet bur ſmoking flaxe, 
and bruiſed reed:s not full ſhining lampes, and ſtrong Pillars 
inthe Houſe of God; they will needs have all co be naughr. 
' Whereby they (I will not beljie the Spiric) bur moſt un- 
worttily deny, and in their conceits nullifie his already 
wonderfull glorious worke upon their ſoules ; ro their, T 


know not how great ſpirituall hurt and hinderance. For ſuch - 


intolerable unthankefulnefſe may be juſily puniſhed, and 
paide home wich longer derainement, upon the Racke of 
diftruſtfull fliviſh feare, and under the bondage of Legal 
errours, Irisa fpeciall poiar then of htc wikdome, 
ind of {tngular conſequence for the ſoules quiet and wel- 
fire ;todifcern2 weakeneſſe of grace from want of grace, 
Chriſt T:ſus declaring in his heavenly Sermon who are bleſ- 

ſed 
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ſed, dorhnor inſtance in the perfe&ions, excellencies, and 
heighrs of Chriſtianity ; though all thatare rue of hearr,fin- 
cerely pray for; and nap after them: bur inthe leaſt and 
loweſtdegtees; left this ſmoaking- flaxe ſhould be quenched; 
and bruiſed reedes bee broken, Hee doth nor fay ;, Blefſed 
are the ſtrong in' Faith; the fall affured : Blefſed are rhoſe 
that cake on for their finnes, as for their onely ſonne, and 
for their firſt borne: bur, Bleſſed are they which doe hunger 
and thirſt after rigteouſneſſe : Bleſſed are the. prore in 
ſpirit, &c. 

2. Not alwayes to make ſenſe and feeling the Touch- 
ſtone for the truth of thy (piricuall tare. Aman in aſwoone- 
er aſlcepe feelesnor his lite, and yer is a living man. [tis one 
thing to have grace, another tofeele grace. One thing the. 
life of faith, anotherthelife of ſenſe. | 

3. Nortodiſgrace thy owne graces, by caſting thine eye' 
too dejeRtedly upon other Chriſtians perfeRions and prece-- 
dencies. Letit not fare with rhee in this caſe, as itdorh with 
one gazing too much upon the Sunnez who looking downe- 
wards agains, can fee juſtnorhing, whereas before he cleere- 
ly diſcerned all colours about him. Looke upon them for 
—_— and quickning, not for (laviſh dejettion and felfe- 

ng. |= ol | 

4. To atknowledge andexpeR, that heavenly graces, as 
Faich, &c. while chey inhabice theſe earthly houſes, ebbe: 
and flow, waxeand: wanz, faint, and flouriſh ; by reaſon of 
the combat-berweene the Fleſh andthe Spiric, Sotharif a, 
marr ſhould tell mee ; rharhee hath ever prayed alike, wirh- prophericis ora 
our temptation, ordampes,wichour any ſenſe at any rime of gupericsec-, 
deadnefle or ſpirituall diſtempers ; tharhee harh: ever belee- cam pimim ce- 
ved alike, without thoſe donbrs and ſcroples; thar faintneſſe greensin men- 
and feare, of which moſt Chriſtians ſo much complainey nebris noRis abs - 
F durft confidently reply, that therrhe never cither prayed ac- NES : 
ceptably, or beleeved ſavingly. The Fathers * ficly refers fut complens,vel t 
ble cheſtare of the Church to the variable'condicion: of the 11CF;ons <1 | 
Moone ; which ſometimes ſhines more glotioufly, ſomes Gleadore fulgo- 
times not ſo+ It is ſoalfo with every true member thereof,in wer yr WY 

reſp ofthe exerciſe of grace, comfort in holy — 5- Epos Je +- 
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of Gods favour, ſpiricuall feeling. | 

5. To beleeve the Spiric of Truth, the Word of God,and 
voyce of Chriſt, before the father of lies, ditates of narurall 
diſtcuſt, and ſuggeſtions of fleſh and blood. To which, me- 
thinks,thou ſhouldeſt be eafily perſwaded, and then all che 
miſts of thy ſpiricuall miſeries would be quickly diſperſed, 


It isa mighty worke, ifnor a great miracle, ta get any ſoft- 


.n.ſſearall,and trueremorlſe for finne,inco the heart of a man; 


it is naturally ſo ſtony and impatient of griefe , and the de- 
vill ſach a ſtirrer againſt it, ſo that the moſt are mzere tran» . 
gers untoir yet forall char, when this penicent ſorrow is 


once fincerely on foore in an afflited ſoule ; ſo endleſlely and 


on every fide are we preſt, wich the policies of Hell , ic is 
too ofcen too forward to feede upon teares till, and till roo 
wilfull in refuſing to be comforted. Satan then will be read 
to ſay ; Thou ſeelt now, thy conſcience being illightened, 
thy finnesare ſo horrible and hainous, that they are too hea« 
vy aburden for thee to beare z there is no way with thee, 
but to ſtake into horrour and deſpaire, But whar ſaith Chriſt 
Nay now is the ſeafon : Come nnto mee thies weary and heavy 
laden with thy finne, and I will refreſh thee, Here now if 
thou wilt beleeve the ſweetre voyce of Chriſt Ieſus, rater 
than the murthering ſophiſtry of Saran; if id good manners 
thou wilt come when thou art called ;and aot retire in a(in- 


full and cruell modeſty, thou ſhalt be preſently lightened, 


Yea but, faith the Temprer,thy heart hath beene ſo ſirangel 
hardenedand ſoakr in finne heretofore ; now ſuch an helli h 
cloud ofdark-neſſe hath ſeizedupon ir;that there is no hox 
nor poſlibiliry, But what faith the Word? Sceke bim that 
maketh the ſeven Starres and Orion, and turneth the ſhadow of 
death into the morning. It is hee alone that can moſt eafily , 
change the diſmmall midnight of thy preſent fpirituall miſery, 
into the gloriousmidday of ſweetelt peace, and lightſome- 
neſfle of hearc, Yea bur, faith he further, thou haſt lienlong 
.upon the Racke of guilry horcour ; had much counſell, anJ 
beene under the hands of many ſpirituall Phyſicians;and yer 
nocomfort comes. And what then ? Heare what the Spirit 
.of truth rels us ; Since the beginning of the world, men hgve.ust 


heard + 


pn” y—_ 


comfortable walking with God. 


beard nor perceived by the care, neither hath the exe ſeene, -O 


God befides thee, what Hee bath prepared for bim that ® wai= \y-r1Irmy 
4 


zerb for bim, Eſay 64. 4. Waiting ph for the Lords 
comming to comfort us,cither inrtemporall or 
ſtreſſes ; is a right pleafing and acceptable darie, and ſervice 


cruely upon new univerfall obedience for the time ro come 
thou ſhalt be cettainely faved; becauſe che Holy Ghoſt 


fairh, Eſay 30. 18;- Bleſſed. are all. they. that waite fon 
him. | 
6; That defe&s, diſtraftions, failings in our ſpirituall ex« 


erciſes, and undertakings groaned under,grieved for,and firi- - 


venagainſt, by an upright heart ; are ſo farre from nullifying 
grace, thar they ſhould not bereave us of peace of conſcience, 
or interrapt our ſweere communion and-comfortable wal- 
king with ourGod. 

T7: e, undervalae, and extenuate the mer= 
cies of God, promiſes of life, the holy Spirirs ſaving worke 
_ thy ſoule ; and the preſent grices thou poſlſefieft in 
rruth, &c, | 


Theſe —_ let uscome- tothe examining 
and anſwering of ſome complaints and counterpleas a- 
gainſt entertainement of comls 


conceit of rhe mercifull wayes of God, and the myſterie 


of his free love-throngh Chriſt : ard doe thou conceive, . 


that proportionable ſoveraigne Antidotes and counter- 
comforts may be colle&ed alſo in abundance . our -of 
cn bleſſed Booke; againſt the reſt, or any reply what 
1loever. | | 


And to begit with the firſt eries of aChriftianin the - 


pangs of his New birth. 
IT. A poore foule having wallowed long in vanity of vil- 
lanies and vaniries;of luſt &licentiouſaeſſe;is now by divine 


{ * s py 5 ! : 
or ſpirituall di- ExpeSace good 
; ; - h2q ocieur per go 
unto God; which he is wont to crowne with multiplied 5 
and overflowing -refreſhings, when he comes. See Eſay 40. qu0d parienom { 
3r. Nay, and {hou}deft rhou die in this ftate of waiting,  : 
if-thy heart in the meane time fincerely hate all finne , =«s is mals, * 


heartily thirſt for the mercy of Godin Chriſt; and reſolve ***” 


re,. which are. wont to a- + 
riſe in troubled conſciences, out 'of ignorance, and mif< - 


— 
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Sword of che Spiric wich 
broken into peeces, by the hammer of the Law. In this 
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bleſlingar rhisor the other Sermon irucke thorow by the | 
nicent 'remorſe ; and his heart 


depth of heavieſt difireſſe, and bleeding caſe, hee caſts 
his eyes upon Jeſiw Chriſt lifted up inthe Minifterie as an 
Antitype to the brazen Serpent, for bis comfortable bin- 


ding up, andeverlaſting.caure. Thoſe Meſſengers of God, 


who are able - to declare unto man bis uprigbtneſſe, al- 
ſure him inthe Word of life and truch, and charge himin 
His name who was anointed by the Lord for that purpoſe, 
and appointed by the Father of mercies to comfort all Ifour- 
ners in Zion ;that now being truely caſt downe under Gods 
mighty hand, thirſting for the blood of Chriſt, and ſin- 


——— upon a new courſe for the time to come; He 
wo 


enrne hislegall terrours, iaro Evangelicall weeping, 
joy zput on beauty for afhes, the garment of praiſe, for the 
ſpiric of heavinefſe ; T hat hee might be called a Tree of righte< 


 ouſneſſe, the plmting of the Lord, that hee might be plorified, 


Oh now, fayes he, our of the deepe ſenſe of his botcomleſſe 
vileneſſe, The newes is too good to be true, ro wit,that now 
the blefſed Sonne of God, andall the precious, rich purcha- 
ſes of his unvaluable paflion ſhould belong uaco me, the 
finfulleſt wretch that the earch beares, who have defperarely - 
ſpent my dayes and ftrength ſo long in the furious ſervice of 
Satan;and mine owne ſenſuall luſt, &c.whereupon he refuſes 
comfort, and chuſes rather to linke againe and languiſh un- 
der che horrours of guilcineſſe and feare. Whereas hee ſhonld 
incomparably more honour and pleaſe the God of all com- 
fort, by rruſting his mercy, ſealing co his cruth ; then by un- 
Raſomble —_— om and power. 

Here then he wotully failes and forgers himſelfe in a di- ' 
ſtruſtfall under-prizing Gods incomprehenſible greatneſſe, 
Almightie mercy, unlimited liberalicic and freeneffe of his 
love. He is in this caſe nor ſo much to confider, what is fic 
For him to receive, as convenient for the ability and bounty 
of ſo great and gooda God, as the mighty Lord of Heaven 
and Earthto give; who, as Itold you before upon other 
accafion, doth allthings like Himlſelfe, If kee my = 

makes 


— 
— 


comfortable walking. with God. 
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makes a World. If hee be angry with che world} hee ſerjdls 


a floud over the face of che whole earch, If hee goes one 
with the Armies of the Saints, hee makes the Sunne ſtand 
ſill, the Starresto fight, rhe Seas to ſwallow up the moft - 


dreadfull Armadves, If he love, the precious hearts blood 
of his owne Sonne is not too deare, If he deliver any man, 
He pulshim out of the hand of the Prince of darkenefle; 
nd frees him from everlaſting flames, If any become his 
Favyouricethrough Chrift- medication, Hee will make him a 
King,give hima Paradiſe, and fer a Crowne of erernitie n 

his head.Earthly Princes at their pleafuresennoble thoſe 

love, with Dukedomes, Marqueſdomes, Earledomes. Whar 
then, doe you thinke, ſhall be done unto the man, whom the 
King of Heaven defires, anddelights ro honour? Letus then, 


I fay,in ſuchcaſes,confider not ſo much what is firfor as ſilly-- 


wormes to receive ;as for ſo great a God to beſtow. If wee 
can once bring hearts bruiſed and broken with the burden of 
our finnes, bleeding and weeping unto his Aferg-ſeate ; Hee 
will thinke all the meritorious ſufferings of his Sonnegll the 
promiſes in his Booke; all the comforcs ofhis Spirit; all the 
pleaſures in his Kingdoms lictle enough for us.If we looke 
upon our ſelves,finfull wretches,we might juſtly feare the exe 
cremeſt cormenes,fierceſt limes, and loweſt duageon in hell, 
infioicely rather than expe&a Kingdome.Bur Hee loves us 
freely, Hoſ.1 4.4. Ic is his pleaſure to give us a Kingdoms : 
Feare not Bith flocks, faich Chriſtz for it 35 your Fathers good 
phaſure to give you the Kingdome, Luke 22.32, It ic b2the gooJ 
pleaſure of the King of Kings,..to beſtow a Kingdome upon 
arruely humbled ſoule, which he makes in the meane time 
his Royall Fhrone here upon Earch, Eſay 57.15. Whatcan 
Man or Devill, or any diftruſtfull heart fay agaioſt it? And 
why ſhould choy, being ſuch an one, be fo unmannerly and” 
unthankeſn!l,nay,fo unneceſſarily cruell co thine owne heavy 
heart,as nor to open the everlaſting doore of thy ſoule by-. 
the key of Faith, to let rhe King of glory, knocking with his 
trand of mercy,come in and crown- it with grace ad glory, - 
with comforc andeverlaſting peace? SH 
11, Bur alas, ſayes he, my fiones are moe than any _ 
OW » 


—_— 


| Generall direftions for a 


y Now when I am ſearching iato the finke of them, I can 
finde neicher banke nor bottome. Vnnumbred ſwarmes of 
grolle irpieties and iniquicies choraw my whole life; of 
abominable impurities and pollutions, which have continu- 
ally defiled my. minde,hearr, and affe&ions, armed with ſeve- 
rall tings of terrour, doe ſo reſtleſly prefſe upon my woun- 
ded conſcience, and opprefle it ; that I cannot, Idare not 
thinke upon, orlooke towards any.comfort. 

Omnia namque Ler thembe whar they are, and adde thereunto all the 
eccati illa per- finnes which have, are, and ſhall be .commicted. by all the 
He iti unguam ſonnes and daughters of Adam from the Creation, to the 
imputabitertani end of the World ; excepting fine againſtthe holy Ghoſt; 
emnnes final ho- and yer in an heart rruly humbled under them, heartily hating 
, mines commile- them all,comming with a fincere ſpirituall hunger at* Chrifts 
ar doleat pu- Call to be disburdened of them; they can make no more 
a $348 po. cliſtance againſt the mercies of God, than alictle ſparke of 
eifimimſuz ili fre againſt che mighty Sea,throwne into'the midſt of it;nay, 
iniquicte? 01; infinitely lefle. For all theſe finnes would ſtill be finire both 
&s Deo dilplice- in nature and number ; bur Gods mercies are every way infi- 
re et 8r4e, Dice Now betweene that which is finite, and that which is 
Puſh. iufinite, there is no proportion, and ſo no poſlibilitie of re- 
* Mat.r3-25: GnceWhence it is,thit the Prophet inviting his people to 
repentance, E/3y 55.7.by aſſuring them of Gods ſweere, mer- 
cifall and gracious EGofirion, left any too fearefull and de- 
jeRed fpiritunder-valuing Gods mercy, ſhould thinke thus 
within it ſelte : Be ir ſo : yer alas, wy finnesare ſo many, and 
ſach a ſonne of Beliz] haveT been, and ſoendleſ]y provoked 
the glory of his pureeye, that Ican expe&no mercy : the 
pollutions of my yourh have been ſo prodigious and infeti- 
ous, that I have no face to preſſe wn, Throne of Grace ; 
&c. God himſclfe doth there purpoſely prevent the objeRi- 
on, and ſp2aking to our capacitie,which cannot compreherd 
infinicy, replies ro this ſenſe: Oh ſry nor ſo! Stay all ſich de> 
ſpiretull choughrs ; doe nor caſt the incomprehenſibleneſſe 
of my mercy,in the narrow mould of thy finice ſhallow con- 
ceite : doe not ſo unworthily abridge and confine the unlj- 
mired and boundleſſe compaſſion of the mighty Lori of 

Yeſe bg, Heaven and Earth : For my thoughts, are not your thoughts, 


neither 


ſnow. ſoit will never waſh away the 


—_— 


comfortable walking with God, 


neither are your wayes my WEYEs : for as the heavens are higher 


- than the earth, ſo are my. wayes higher than your wayer, "and my 


thongbts than your thoughts, Many a bruiſed reede would nar 
exchange the comfort, which the weakeſt faith may extra& 
out of this ſweeteſt place, for all the Kingdomes of the earth, 
For he faith not, that his wayes and thoughts eb knowledge 
and wiſcdome ; but his waycs and thoughts of mercy, art as 
farre abeve ours, as.the Heavens me above the Earth ; Ig- 
deed,as bhimſelfe is above man, which is, infinitely. And take 
notice by the way, that the wercigs of Gad do& excrcile this 
infigite.unrchlable power-ancly intrucly humbled beleeving 

ſoules ; heartily hating, andſincerely.fet xgainſt" all linne, £ 

fay ſo, leſt any zmpenitent ſhould-prevenr this precious point, 


- or trample upon this Pearle, For-es in ſach a ſoule no finnes. 


either for number or notoriouſnefſe, can poſlibly withſtand, 
or ſtand before Gods infiaiteanercies : ſono! one drop of all 
thole infinite mercics belongs -unto any that goes on willing- 


ly and delightfully, batingtobe reformedin any one knowne 


innc,or thathe might know, and wilfully'forbearestobe in- 


formed, As the invaluable blood of Chriſt turnes the 'very 


ſcarlet (innep of the truely broken: beleeving heart jmto-whitcell 
jeakt Gnfill Raine from 
the proud heart of any'unhumbled/Phariſee, ' Lot rioweithert- 
fore that govs on ſi1ll in his creſpaſles, take up any vaine con- 
fidence, or mi{-grounded: conclufian of falſe comfort from 
hence,by miſ-conceijvingthus : It isdo, that the infinitenetie 
of Gods.mercy cannot be reſiſted by: -xcullti= 
tude of finnes, being ever finite both 'in their namber andne- 
ture? How 1s ir poſſible then that1 ſhould miſſe of thoſe i 
finite mercies? W by may not I comfortably hope, that 
ſinnes alſo ſhall be ſwallowedup in thar-bottomlefſe'Sea £ 
wHl tell thee why. As. che power of God, 'theugh it be'21- 
finite, yetis limited by his will: ſo the mercies of 'God, 


though they be infinite,are regulaced by /histruth, He is#ble ro 


make millions of Worlds moe, bat yet we ſee; his Will was 
but to create one, His mercies ranſcend with immedſtrable 
dllnceche heigrof Heaven, and depchof Hel, andrein- 

Pd deed, 


os 
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"-decd,as Hitnſelfe,infinire: bur his trath hach'rotd'us,that none 
ſhalltgvepartinthem, but thoſe alone” who repent and be- 
leeve, Gods Truth revealed in-his Word, muſtever confine 
the current of his compaſſions, and is the touchſtone tro try 
and qualifiethaſe,zto whom his mercies belong.See chen what 
kinde? of people are partakers of Gods infinite metgics; by cite 
reſtimany of thar Wordof Truth, 'by -which wee mult bee 
. judged at the laſt Day, Prov,28.13.Liſk.4.18, Iſa, 61,1223. 
Plal,t5. Ezek,18, 21. Pſal. 147.3, Ia. 55. 7. Pal. 34-18, 
Salemon 1aith in the cited place ; He that conſeſſeth and forſa» 
keth bis fines, ſhall have-mercy, How therican hee expe&any 
mercy;Who takes them not to heart,but lies za them ſtill > - 


I II, Of the pardonablenefle of my other finnes, faith 


another, I could bee reaſonably well perſwaded ; but alas, 
there is one above all the reſt, which now upon diſcovery 
and remoſe, I finde to bee full of ranke and helliſh on; 


of ſfucha deepe anddammabledic ; ro have ſtrooke fo deſpe- 


Tately in the dayes of my lewdnefle, at the very face of God 
himſelfe ; and farre deepelier into the heart of Jeſw Chriſt, 
then the ſpearetbart pierced him, -bleeding upon the croſle;; 


and thereupon at this preſent, ſtares.in the-eye of my newly 


Iwaked and wounded conſcience, with fach horrour and 
.. erieſlinefle;that I feare me, divinc juſtice-will thinke it fieter, 
© have this moſt loathſome,inexpiable ſtaine, rather at length 
fixed out of my ſoulc with everlaſting flames; ( if it were 
poſſible that cternall fire conld explate the (infull ſtaines of 
any impenieene damned ſoule) then to bee fairely waſhed 
away inthe meanc time with His blood, whom1I fo cruelly 
and cyrſedly pierced with it. Oh | this is it that Hes now up- 
on my heart like. a mountaine of Lead, farre heavier then 
eaven and Earth, andenchaines it with inexplicable terrour 
ra\the duſt and. place of Dragons, - This alone ſtings deſpe- 
rately;keepes me from Chriſt, and cuts me off from all hope 
of Heaven. I amafraid, my wilfull wallowing in it hereto» 
fore, hath ſo reprobated my minde, ſeare® my conſcience, 
and hardened my heart, that I ſhall never be able to repent 
with any hope of pardon. .0o 5 


» 


And 


UM 


corsfortable walking with God. 229 
 And-why ſo Is chis ſinne of thine greater; then: Adana - + 
febs familiaritie-with wicked ſpirits? "Then Pawlr drinking: up © © 
the blood of Saints > Then any of theirs in that blacke Bil, 
i Cor.6.10,11, who notwithſtanding were afterward upon 
repentance waſhed, ſanRified and juſtified in the name of 
the Lord Ieſus, and by the Spirit-of our God Þ Then Eves 
tranſgreſſions who opened the floodgat to all rhe finnes 
which ſhall be committed from the Creation to the end of | 
the world,and toall thoſe torments which ſhall lame in Hell - 
thorow all: cternitie ? Then rhac horrible ſinne of killing 
Chriſt Ieſus ? -And-yet the murderers. of: that Iuſt, and' holy | 
One, upen their true compunion- of heart, were ſaved by 
that precious blood, which they had cruelly ſpilt as water up= 
on the ground, Butbe it wharit will, a ſcarlet ſinne, a crime 
ſon linne, acrying ſine-; and .adde onto. it Satans malicious 
ravations, - and all that horrour,, which-the idejeRedneſle - 

of thy preſent aflied ſpiric,and darkencefle of thy. melancho» + 
Ike imagination can put upon 1t;yet Pax precious Antidote .. 
Rom.$5.20, hotdstriumphantly Soveraigne aſwell againſt the © _ 
hainouſneſſe of any one: finne, as the confluence of many, _ _ 
Where-funne abonnded; grace over-abounded, It is: indeed-a've- .: 
ry heavy.caſe,; and to be deplored even with teares of blood, "7m etnt me 

at thou ſhouldeſt ever have ſo highly diſhonoured thy gra- "1 + 
cious God, with ſuch an horrible linnac-in the dayes of thy vas .. 
nitic, . and thou'gaghteſt rather chuſe to bee torne-in peeces, ,_. -...., 
with wilde Horſes, then commir it againe. ; : yet if thy heart quam 6 quis fe- 
now trucly wounded wichhorrour and hate of ir, will but Bricranen, 
cleave torhe crurh and render-heartedneſſc of Iefns Chriſt in lam liberaret,. 
his promiſes, and fall into his bleſſed and blecding armes F2% formoſun 
ſtretched out moſt lovingly to eaſe and refreſh thee ; as the dun & conſpici- 
bainouſneſſe of it hath abounded heretofore ; His grace will 35 heady oy 
. now abound to the ſane ® ——_ - and much more : ret ſolum, ſed & 
Nay,I will ſhew thee a'Þ earle. In this caſe by accident, Gods D———_ hm 
mercies ſhall be extraordinarily honoured, in pardoning ſuch aun;aque in 
a prodigious provocation ; becauſe they are thereby, as it EE 
were, put unto it, and their deareneſſe, ſweetneſfle, and infi- chry/p. in cop. 5 
nitenefle improyed to the greater height and exccllencie.; **** 
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. Mdzoirndo & andy cheblood of Chritt madey avic were, nore orient and 


zedundantiagra-. 11 arious 5 and the honour and precioaſnefſe of it advanced, 


tiz per peccatum 


abundaus,fima- by waſhing aWay ſuch an hainous helliſh ſpot. If we bring. 


gs conſpicn |roken belecving hearts towards his Merey- feate ; it is the 


morbw eſtde- T,ords Name to forgive all ſorts of offences, © iniqunitio,tranf- 


Fekcine vis. $effongandfotue,Buod:y 474 It is Hiz Conmane ro ſprinkle 
preſtania fr cleane watct upon us; thar wee tmy' be cleane, and to cleanſe 


evidentior. Sic 


everi from idolarry, the higheſt villany againſt the Majeſtje 


Qus eſt gravior, Of Heaven 3 So that a Papiſt, upon repentance may be ſaved. 


% 
quanr reams Us from all our filtbineſſt; and from alt our Jdols, Exel. 46.25. 


rant gratiz, Icis: His: provife not” orely- to pardon ordinary finnes; bur - 


; ng emncs"a thoſe alſo which be aFfcarler, and red like'crimſon, Ifa. 1.18, 
eſt reddiraillu- Tr jg His free compaſſion'to caſte all ourfmnes into the depths 


C olicns iniqui- of the ſea, Mich;7.19.- Now the ſea, by reafon of his vaſtneſle - 


zatem, peccatum can drowneas well Mountaines as Molehils : the bonnd-.. 


| Eo leſſe Ocean of 'Gods meroies can ſwallow up our mights 


magnitudocle- finyos as a cloud, Bfai44.22, Now theſtrenpth of the Sum» - 


Mmentiz : qu 


non =} nei mets Sunne isable to ſcatterthe thickeſt 'Fop, as .well as the - 


nimdeliais 4et thinneſt Miſt ; nay, to drive away the darkeſt midnight ; the 

vimis quay anrefiſtable hear me arent 1. r=» robe dere 
eribus, Catvin ceouſheſſe upon a penitent foule,co diflolye to nothin 

Fikenk feet opereret worke of darkeneſſe, and moſt horrible finne 


viag,nene1brbeſe earpe more eatily; Bur this myſteric of mercy, and miracle of - 


wang 2p Gods free love, is a-lewell onely for truely humbled 


wofnſs balnens, ſaules, and the ſealed Fontaine, Let noſtranger.. 
erupting eat - , tothe life of godlinefſe meddle with it, 
of vraxgreffieng.. Let no Sw ine trample it under-- 
per , 
the merey of God _ 
»% able & rwedyre_. 
romjt 53, lien. 
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y the 


| i Ezech. 16.140, 7 
band of Zech:13-44, ©} 
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or uncleauneſſe ſet wide opentuntoit, b 
Faith, ready now at its departure,to raze out the laſt 
fiofull Raine ; it: may conkdently, in the Name of 
Chrift caſt it ſelfe into the open armes, enlarged bo- 
wels,,and deareſt embracements of the -Fatherofall 
metcies: Tt may feele the glorious preſence of the 

ſweeteſt Comfort, preſenting unto it aforetaſte of 

. Heavenly joyes :Ir ſhall hayethec laſt ſweetneſle,and' 
triumphant truth of allrhe promiſes 'of life, ableto 
confront and confound the utmoſt rage, and' very. 
Powder-plot of allthe powersof Carkenes, made good 
unto it:a mighty guard ofbleffed Angels (hallarcend. 
upon-it; wat:ing with longing andjoy'to beare-ittri- 
umphantly into the. boſome of 4brabam. Hisbody 
 thallgocimo the grave,as iato os chamber ofreſt,and; 


——— 


be Epiſt'e Deatcatory. 


g Lib.s.Sett 1. 


\ 


bed of Downe,(weetly perfumed untoir, by the (a- 


cred body ofthe Sonne of God lying inthe Grave ; 


locked there full faſt with thebarres of the earth, and 
fenced with the omnipotent Arme of God,asa rich 
ſewell in a Casket ofgold,untill the ReſurreRion of 
the juſt. And then,after their joyfulleſt meeting, and 
glorious re-union, they ſhall both be for ever filled 
with all thoſe unmixed pleaſures,bleſſed immorrtali- 
tics,and crowned joyes, which the dwelling placeof 
God, rhe glory ot heaven, andthe inexhauſted foun- 
taine of all bliſſe, /ch0v4b himſelfe blcſled for ever, 
canaffoord. Now letthe ſcornfulleſt oppoſite to the 
power ofgodlinefle, tell me in cold blood whether 
that honorable wretch, or this honeſt man be more 
truely noble and happy? Forthe ſecond : So nitarall 
ſaith s Hooker, the union of Religion with juſtice, that 
we may boldly deeme,there i neither where both are not, 


_ For how ſhould they be unfainedlyjait, whom Religion 


doth not cauſe tobe ſuch;or they religioas,which are not 
found ſnchbythe proofe of their juſt attions> If they which 
imploy their labour and travell about the publicke admi- 
niſtration of 1uſtice, follow it onely as 4 Trade, with un. 

quenchable and unconſcionable thirſt of gaine,being not 
in hcart perſwaded that Iu/lice is Gods owneWorke, and 
themſchues his Agents in the buſineſſe, the ſentence of 
right ,Gods own verdidt,cy themſelves hi Prieſts to deli- 
ver it;formalities of juſtice do but ſerne 10 ſmother right, 
and that which was neceſſarily ordained for the common 
2604, i throuzh ſhameſull abuſe, mail the cauſe of com- 

0n miſery, Full well did this learned man perceive, 
and rightly apprehend,that the purity and power of 
Rcligton glone,doth truly honour all Honours, dig- 
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cigats all dignities, aRuace with ation & lite = 
-all moral yercues and endowments of are, fweeterall : 
government, ſtrengthen all States, ſerle faſtall Im= 
riall Crownes upon Princes heads : That it isn0 
. humorous conceit , but a matrer of ſound -cotiſes 
quence, that all, either perſonall duties, or imploy- 
ments of State, are by ſo muchthe better perfor- 
med,by how muchthe men are more religions; from 
whole abilitics the ſame proceed: That when Heaven 
1s made'too. much to ſtoope to Earth: Plety to Policy; 
Publike  good,to private exas, there authority is imbirt= - 
tered, inferiors plagued, and too often, Zaw and14- 
fiice turned into Worweivood and rapine.He truly inti- 
. -mates, whatadeale of hurt is done, what a world'of 
miſchiefe is many times wrought, inftniibly and-un- . 
obſervedly;when a wicked wit,zand wide conſcience 
weldthe ſword of authority. For it'is caſte, and ordis 
naryfor a man ſo mounted,by legal fleights;purting 
foule buſineſſes into faire langnage; 8 by a difſembled 
pretence of: deeper reach , .to compaſle his owne 
ends ;zeither for promotion of iniquity; oroppreſſi- 
onof innocency : eſpecially,ſich he knowes himſelfe 
backe with chat Principle in policy : itisnot ſafe to 
queſtion or reverſe tranſactions of Stare ; 'thaygh 
cinted perhaps with ſome impreſſions of i miſcarri- 
age and error : and that it is holden a Solxciſme in 
State-wiſdome, and 'unſeemely, for private innoacen=  - * 
Cy to conteſt too bufily with a 2x of 'publike +: + 3 
Tribunals. Theſe things I chus diſcourfe,and declare A 
unto your.Lordſhip; torepreſent unto you the vani- 
_ ty of thathonor, which isnor diveRly and ſincerely 
lubodinar to the honour of God :(atthe beſt, "my 


— —<_e 


_ -- . 
» 


? - - 4 "a 299 » 
I : 4 . 2 . 4 as . —_ 6+ 4 VN - T 
PTS, 1) bi i __ 3% , OY IR * - LR boo oft Es - 
wy "C&S? —_ ; NSPS 5 i 2 i <- ike 2& 4 a #<3 he > » £3; % by 
: £ - pe ke " 5 ” 


= * 5 
: 


but a breath, and yet not able to blow ſo much, as 
onecold blaſt upon ungodly great Ones, when be- 
ing ſuddenly carried from their ſtately and ſumptu- 
ous dwellings, they ſhall be caſt into unquenchable 
flames.) To let you ſee the excellency,and worth of 
choſe happy wayecs , to which ir hath pleaſed the 
Lord of Heaven, out of his ſpeciall mercy, to bend 
. the eye of your Noble minde: and that you may 
know what it is alone hath had power , andthe pre- 
rogative, ( and ſhall for ever, in whomſoever takes 
Gods part) to make you, both more truely honou- 
rable in your Selfe, and more faithfully ſerviceable 
co our King and State; bothto caſt a Diviner luſtre 
upon your perſonall vertues, and to make your ma- 
naging of —_ buſineſles- ( many times moſt un. 
worthily _— awry,by that foulec fiend, FaQtion, 
partialicy, and private eads ) worthy , conſcionable 
- andjuſt. - For which, every honeſt eye inour conn. 
trey that lookes upon you, blefſerh you ; and ſhall | 
mourn moſt bitterly for your abſence from amongſt 
us, when you ſhall be gloriouſly gathered ro your 
Fathers, So letall that erucly love the Lord eſae, 
His bleſſed Goſpel, and Servants , be «4 the Sunne, 
when hee goeth. forth in his might , and at laſt full 
ſweetly fer in the boundleſſe Ocean of immorrtall 
bliſle, In theſe wayes of Life, my Noble Lord, 
which in the ſepſe and cenſure of Truth it ſelfe, are 
= of pleaſure,and pathes of ſweeteſt peace; it is the 
infinite defire of my heart, and drift of this Treatiſe 
I now offer into. your Honours hands , that you 
would {till advance forward, and doe more nobly 
ſtill. That you would improove tothe utmoſt, the 


heighe 


height of your excellent Vnderſtanding roafurther, 
and more full comprehenſion of the- eAtyſtery' of 

Chriſt; which though it be a Sealed Booke to the'- 
ſharpeſt fight of the moſt piercing humane wiſe- 

dome; yet reveales to. every trucly humble, ſpiri 

tuall eye, the. rich and Royall treaſures of all-true 
oP and TE you would 

hold it your. honour pineſſe, asitis - 
indeed, to Sos ſill in freirfalneſſe 4 i every good; Colette: 
Forke; in > fervency of ſpirit, ii puritie, ind Hes- <3 Bly 
venly- mindedneſſe,in © preciſe walking,ec.with ſingu- Cololy.s. 
lar watchfulneſſe, and the more puncuuall; and fre- * P45 18 
quent ſearch and peruſfall of your ſpirituall- ſatez | 
both becauſe the depths and delufions of Sararrare 

moſt intricate and infinite : and becauſe Not many we- 

ble, ere. x Cor.1.15- That ye would hold on in that” 
valianine(e for the Trath,and all good cauſes; which < 
ordinarily gathers vigour and- puiſfance proportio- 

nably to the ſwelling fury of all adverſary , ether 

morrtall or infernall powers: Ever patiently-paſſing 
. by with generous magnanimitic, and brave con- 

tempt, all the vile * raylings and contradictions of £1 zo-t;9. _ 
Satans Revellers, and Popiſh inſolency ; ( For &. 15. 
vainely to affe the acclamations, and applauſe of jit."noms. 
worthlefſe men: or tobe dejeRted unmanlily wich Com quod. 
their unjuſt accuſations and anger ;-are both equal- bus ad Dam, 
ly ignoble, andmoſt unworthy a man of Honour, Nat bomorem. 
tt: aut quantus in Chriſtiano populo honor Chriſti eſt, ubi refigio ignobilem facir ? Statim enim ur ' 2} 
En En ig 
ne ENS Or gag 128,436 Hen rn we: wy 


. G2 SI I 99S + 
bt nds WNT CST, FY., 
4 9 OOFE7.. TY A PLS, LOI IE 
J EPR En I I F 
IE COS IEEE Ko fs. Rhee 


ow, 
LY v 


Os ©. | :- utes. 
og = > we a TERS ox eattin. £ Ss 


F by, oy - 


% » 


$ Anime fortis 5 


. conitantis eſt, 


and vertuouss reſolution. Y'ours ſhalbe the Crowne: 


pole ovludart bis and.comfort , whien all Popery and prophaneneſſe 


quia avellere 


Faxur, & nit fall lye buried in theduſt, and dungeon of Hell. 


* - Facereur homini- 


bus placeat : ſed 
.eculum tuum in- 
rendere ad illum 

inſopitum ocu- 
lam, & ab co {6- 
lum gloriam &- 
——_ _ 
aique pili re 
que Þ Lads 


* wa o 
yel convitia z ſed 
tranfire ut um- 


_ bras & ſoma: 


xavaris xldr, 
xa iptipayes Fa 
enfizen. Oryſofts 
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Ina word, the thirſtic longing of my heart-, and 
heartieſt prayer ſhall ever-be ; 'That you may ſhine 
every day,moreand more'gloriouſly inall perfonall 
ſancticie, plantation of godlineſſe in your owne Fa- 
mily, and where yoa have any thing to doe, and in 
an holy zeale for ſetring forwardthe affaires of God, 
when,and whereſoever you have any power or Cal- 
ling. . That whea the laſt period of your mortall a- 
bode in this Vale of teares, which drawes on apace, 
ſhall preſent ir ſelfe: You may looke death in the 
face without dread z the grave without feare , the 
Lord Ieſus with comfort z and 7ehowab bleſſed for e- 
ver, with everlaſting Ioy. Thus let all the ſaving 
bleſſings of our moſt- bountifull Heavenly - Father, 


- through 7eſws Chriſt , by the Holy Ghoſt , be plenti- 


fully aud for ever upon your Honourable Selfe, and 


all your ſweet and Noble Children. 


Tour Honours muſt truly in all 
ſervices for the ſalvation 
of your Soule, 


& © i 9 
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A generall Analyſis of the 


whole Treatiſe. 
Ervants of God ſingalar from others in Sanfit, 


CFYS —_ . 
IC WY - 4.1 Doe Pag.2 
Gods free grace the fontaine of all our good, 9g 
» 7 Hg mMercies to ws, w—— 
| her-ne HO e brings comfort and bleſſings vy 
' on poſterity, 
Tre ſaving grace never hiſt. .. 
| Cantions and memes of perſeverance. 25.27 
. Gods ſervants muſt not ſerve the times. 28 
Every Chriftians dutie to walks with God, 29, The reaſons, 38 
T 0 the performing of this there are 
I. Generall preparatives. 


1. Phatitis, 35 
' I. Abandon reſolvedly )2 . What thine is. 


thy beloved ſinue ; See 3. ——— owne impoſture in cxchagin 
2. Hate bypocriſie. 43. Many bere guilty, meere n——_—_ fs 


Religion, id, 
: Particular calling wot to be left, 43 
| 3. Build thy reſolution on that maine principally Selfe-deniall, 51 
| 4- Live the life of faith , ſoveraigne in all aſſaults, 53 
- 5, Settle in thy beart a right conceit of the ſubſtance, PR ma- 
| terials of Chriftianitie. 


6. Fortifie thy Spirit againſt the can worldly mindedne ſe 

7. Be; fie hi ai renio The motives. ſc 61 

$, Prize invalnably the fruition of Gods pleaſed face. 62 

9. Watchover thy heart and keepe it in a ſpiritual cemper« 63 
6 


19. ». Medizaze on thy future bliſſe. 4 
2, Diretions 


The Analyſis. 


2. Dirc&ions particular, 


” Preparatrue tothem, 6 
FR #4 "—_ amilye 1 arte wm them, pr 
: Carriage after them. 6.9 
2. Declize idleneſſe. 70 
3. Uſe wellihe Solitary ſeaſons of Meditation, 71 
4. An diky com- 5 Danger of prophane company. —_ 
pany. 73, Here How toconverſe with friends «on -* 
1. Captivating # to grace. 
” ns; ns. 1-rchfl Ad Sh it, 1 
ply thy heart Ly ct A 9 
3. Elivating it towards Heaven; 93 
| Anger : © Moral. 95 
6. Labourtorepreſſe\ the M Wis 
thy raging paſſions ; as cf remedies, {'Religiow. _ —.1od 
| | | F anity, tyranny of it, 104 
Feareate R, —_ d 108. 
Chriſtian re-q- Grounds of it,1 14.xbo dogs & ſwine.115 
: proofe : \ Direfions A i, TAFIN 118 
. Orcer aintebeartea fulence, V_ 
hain df aty. 1 12. "\ Extremes 3 furicus Z wg $ 4 
ly thy . Here \_ Reaſons mforcing ut, 120 
tongue by 1.From uncharitable cenſuring, diffe= 
renced from the cenſures of boly men. 
CHolaing falence 130 


2, Siandexing, falſe accuſing. 137 
3. Unſavory communication, 146 
Here of heavenly diſcourſe, 


8. Xannage conſcionably every ation thou undertake it, I49 
(Circumſtances requiſite ts a comfortable aGion Jib. partie#larly. 

- CCoſth. 154 

z, Recreations;, JCrueb. I5s 

So8 they benot Waſting of time moſt preciows, . 157 


Incroaching wpon heavenly comforts, 1:68 
(Differences betweene joy ſpiritual, andcarnall) 170 


2. Viſitations of great Dangerous, 181 
Qpes unſantified © Herem eautionsis | 185, 


3- Natta 


The Analyſis. 


Earthly mindedu«ſſe infinttely unbecommirg an heire of kea=- 


ven, ) 


WD Cx. Selfe admi- 
ration,proud 
cver-prizing 
of our or ne 


arefh 


6. Spiritual eſtatewhorec 
avoide two extrenges 
A. 


Zo Natal ations, thus Gluttony, I65 
againſt Drunkemeſſe, Healtbirg, 200 
Excegjrue /icepe, 225 
{ Doe # thou wouideir be amevy. 207 
i (Gererall | Abborre Wrongful and unconſcionable dealing, 210 
i | Heres 1, fire not, delight not __ 18 thy bojome — 
V mn. modergely m any i Es — Om x 
= 5 | , T hou wilt fide thy ſelfe inja- ] 
'S © cartbly thing, For C table, myatisficone, 219 
DS P artic#lar © 1. Enter upon it ,quenently, 2.74 
"" for : Common: 10 both, 237 
Aarriage, i _— _— TTa- > peculiar < Huiband, 244: 
" wes) wth W he. 250 
' partznall, 2 
5. Workes of = _- 
ay _ { orporall, Motives to almer-deedes, 26T- 
Gods children falſly charged with coverouſmſſe, worldlineſſe:; 0c- : 
caſions of this imputation, 276- 


| graces, 294. 


Here, 


—_ 


I 1atgall Jafetie. 317, and bw 


(1. The myfterie of ſeife-deceis epencd, 299, 
2. #þ01 ke of grace inthe te conuent, 3OB8 
3-SanGifiedmen may he aſſured of their ſi” 


4 Soundperſwaſion diſtin guiſhed from de 


2.Deqeteddifirnfifuilks, walking of ſome Saints, 354 
undervaluing of Godsg)\ Reall caxjes and maives of their 
| mercies0nr graces,the(g) j 


8 19+ - 
promiſes of life, 1 Here gf Corceits,and cccaſions of diſcom- 


Iufin, 329. 
\ 5, Preſervaticn againſt overweenings 341 
Againſt the heavy, ſad, penſive 


359- 


forts, removed. 330- 
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DIRECTIONS FOR A'COM- 
FORTABLE WALKING | 
WITH GOD. 


G nn. 6.8.9: 27 Wh 
$. But Noah found grace inthe eyes of the Lord, 
9. Theſe are the generations of Noah : Noah was 4 
juſt man and perfet# in bis generations , and Noah 
walked with God. (210 


N this dreadfull and diſmall Story of the ; 
old Worlds degeneration and deſtrudti- E” »; 
on, falling away, and finall ruine, here aCoges Ea 
» ftands in myText a right orient and 1lly- axifuccirillejus 
firious Starre , m__ full. faire-with ns  - 
a x wei of heavenly light, ſpiritual quz wulo. impte © 
| | govdnefle, and Gods lincerer ſervice, pa. num 

: 1Q the darkeſt midnight of Satans uni- veras/; 
verſall raigne , and amidft the horribleſt hell of the ſtrangeſt 15 iruananty 
confuſions, idolatrous corruptions, cruelties , Þ oppreſſions Nequemimalion! 
and luft,that ever the earth bore. Noah I meane,a very preci- annor ; 
ous Man, and Preacher of Rightcouſnefle, ro whoſe Family reddeb 
tis iter : ſed jam prius implebat , quod beatus Moſes olim diQurus era; Ne fiss his in 
Er quod magis admirabile mulros habebar imd omnes, qui ad malum, & ad praya open xrabantury, 
& nullus eat,qui ad bonum induceret- Chryſ. Homs 22+ it c *6. Gon. b Feryente Conra pri 
mam tabulam, ſecura eft corruptio, de qua Moles in hoc cap quod (e prinutm polluauns libidinibasy” 
dinde orbera terrarum rep}evTune NE 3 injurls. Luth. Wo 
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alone, the true worſhip of. God was confinde , whea all the 
world beſides lay drowned in Idolatry and Paganiſme,ready 
to be ſwallowed up into an univerſall grave of Waters, which 
was already.faſhioned in the clouds by the an." 4 992-95 a 
hand of the all-powerfull God, who was now ſoimplacably, 
but moſt jaltly provoked by thoſe rebellious and cruell gene- 
rations,that He-would not ſuffer HisSpiritto ſtrive any more 
with them; .. but incxorably reſolved to open the windowes 
or flood-gates of heaven,giving extraordinary ftrength of 1n- 
fluenceto the Stars, abundance to.the Fountainesof the great 
deepes, commanding them to caſt out the whole treaſure, and 
heapeof their waters ; .andraking away the retentive power 
from the clouds , . that they might powre downe 1mmeaſura- 
bly., for the burying of all living creatures which breathed 
inthe ayre : Noah and his family excepted. From whence by 
the way, before I breake into'my Text, take this Note. 

Do&r. The Servantsof God are men of fingularitie: I 
meane it not in reſpe3 of any fantaſticalneſſe of opinion, fu- 
niouſneſle of zeale, or turbulencie of fa&tion,'truely fo called : 
but in reſpe& of abſtinence from ſinne, puritie if houn, and 
holinefſſe of life. 

Reaſons : 1. Gods hol y Word exadGts and expe&ts from all 
that are new-borne, and Heires of Heaven, an excellencie a- 


Eohora & bove <ordinary, Prov.1 2.26, Mat.5.25.and 47. Being taker 


F owogry wa forth as the precious from the vile, Terem. 15. 19, by the power 
4 þ >raghrvay nf of the Miniſtery, they mult not only goe beyond the higheſt 


F#* cicares,modeſtss, d ciy1ll perfections of the exaGteſt morall Puritane amongit 
'{Þ Ns, the moſt honeſt Heathens, Heb. 1 2, 14. but alſo exceed the 
& bonores mundi righteouſneſſe, and all the outward religious conformities of 
today the deyouteſt Phariſees, whoſe ſufficiences, Luk.18.11, 12. 
macores juſtiriz; many thoulands in theſe times come ſhort of, and yer hope 
= _ to be ſaved :. or they can 5 no caſe enter into the Kingdome of 
$ccriawſi Fa 


ne Deo homines oftendunt gum a Deo faQti ſunt : vide quid Chriſtiani facere poſſunr, quo- 
nam in melius per Chriſtum narura & vita inſtrufta eſt , & qui divinz quequegratiz juvantur auxilie- 


Anuguft.Epift.142. d non tormenta patiemur, qui cum jubcamur juſtuja ſupcrare Phariſavos, Gen- 
- _ ailibus en eonary ? Qupankaedun igitur, reſponde quzſo li regnum furu- 
- mam? off. Hom.18. im ca?. 5. Mat. A1 for thoſe vertues that belong unte mordll righte ouſneſſe, and 
' "henefty of life , we doe nt mention them becauſe they are nor proper taits Chrifiian men,us they are (bni- 
flian, bug doe concerns them a men, Hooker Lb, 3. of Eccleſiaft. Politic. 


Heaves, 


EET Oo Et OE, et 1 ART = "os _— 
5 he 2+: ab" 3 "3 a, way | 6 ERS 
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? Heaven. But leſt any bee proudly puft up with ſence of this 

ſingularity , and excellency above his neigbbourg let him 
know , that humility is ever one of the faireſt lowers inthe 
whole garland of his ſupernatnrall and divine worth; and 
that ſelfe-conceitedneſle would impoyſen even Angelicall 
perfection. | 


2. They muſt upon neceſſity differ from a world of wic- L 
« Fpheſ3.n. 
F 1 PEto<+ 3s. 


ked men; by a ſincere ſingularity of abſtinence from rhe 


© comrſe of this world; the * Inſts of men: the * corruptions of 
the times; 5 familiarity with gracelefſe companions; the * Rom-21 4 
b worldlihgs language , prophane ſports: all wicked wayes 


of thriving, riſing; and growing greatin the world, &c. 


3. They make conſcience of thoſe duties and divine com- 


mands, which the greateft part of men, even 1n the noone- - raves afiettu , 


aſpernature 


.- 


tide of the Goſpell, are ſo tarre from taking to heart, that 2... 
their hearts rife againſt them :* As, to bee hot 1n Religion, iz qui Veo perl 

workes, Tis. 2. 14. TO jnivum come. 
walke * preciſely, Epheſ. 5.15. obe fervent im ſpirit, Row. rium nequaquams | 
12. 11. To ftrivetoenter in at the traite gate, Lake 13. 24. 


Revel. 3.16, Tobezealons of 


To plucke out their right eyes, that is, to abandon their bo- 
ſome delights, CAſarth.5.29. To make the Sabbath a delight, 
Iſai, 58.13. To love the Brotherhood, 1 Per.2.17. With an 
holy violence, to lay hold upen the Kingdome of Heaven, 
Matth, 11.12, _- | n=; 

4. Experience, and examples of all ages, from the creati- 


on downeward my proove the point. Atthis time , as 


you ſee the Saints of God were all harboured under one 
roofe, and yet not all ſound there. Survey the ages after- 
ward: the time of Abraham; who was as a brand taken out 
. ofthe fire of the Chaldeans : The time of Eijah, when one 
—— to that bleſſed man of God: The time of Eſaiah, 
who cryed, Chap. 53. 1. Who hathbeleeved our report ? The 
time of Aanaſſeh, who bwilt altars for all the Hoſt of Heaven, 
* the two Conrts of the Hoſe of the Lord : The time of Antie- 
chus, when he commanded the SanQuuary, and holy leto 
bee polluted with Swines-fleſh, and uncleane to bee 
lacrificed , the abomination . —_—_— to bee ſetup "_ 
2 x 


£ Prov» 4- 14,8, 
kpheſ.g-13. 
hb Colotſ:4-8, 
Sicut qui Dj 


lum {cquitur, 


*& 


admaturt- pjuls Z 
Gregor. : 
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